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TO 

*'THE GLORY OF GOD" 

Wa\s Xfttle J3006 

is 

DEDICATED IN ALL HUMILITY^ 

WITH THE EARNEST PRAYER THAT HE, WHOSE NAME IS LOVE, 

WILL GRACIOUSLY VOUCHSAFE TO ACCEPT THIS HUMBLE 

TRIBUTE OF PRAISE AND EFFORT TO WITNESS FOR 

HIM ; AND THROUGH THE MIGHTY POWER OF 

THE HOLY SPIRIT USE THIS FEEBLE 

INSTRUMENT TO THE SETTING 

FORTH OF HIS GLORY, 

AND THE 

SALVATION OF SOULS, FOR WHOM CHRIST DIED ; 

FOR HIS OWN name's SAKE, 

AMEN. 



'' I am ... . the Beginning ... the Almighty." 

—Rev. i. 8 ; Col. i. 8. 

" In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God."— John i. i. 

** Through Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father." 

— Eph. ii. 1 8. 

** Created in Christ Jesus." — Eph. ii. lo. 

" Bom of God." " Bom of the Spirit," 

—John i. 12, 13, iii, 8; i John v. i. 

" Called . . . justified . . . glorified." — RoM. viii. 30. 

" The glory which Thou gavest Me, I have given them." 

— ^JOHN Xviu 22ff 

"Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God."— I Cor. x. 31. 

" Changed into the same image from glory to glory." — 2 CoR. iii. 18. 

" When Christ, Who is our Life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with Him in glory."— CoL. iii 4. 



PREFACE. 



This little book is sent forth with some diffidence, the writer 
being well aware that it is only as the teacher is indwelt and 
taught by the Holy Spirit, that he or she can adapt the teach- 
ing to the necessities of the class, individually or collectively. 
Also that there is in these days, thanks be to God, a vastly 
increased knowledge, resulting from prayerful study of God's 
Word, by which His children are given to see new beauties, 
new light, new depths therein ; which He alone can enable 
them to impart to others. Still, where there is such a run- 
ning " to and fro," and such a pressure of work through the 
week, that teachers often can snatch but hurried moments 
for preparation for their class, it is hoped that this effort for 
God's glory may be permitted to be a help to them, by the 
selection of subjects, together with the scriptures that teach or 
bear upon them. 

By taking lessons from both Old and New Testaments, it 
is sought to show how the same Mind inspired the whole; 
how the Old shadows forth the New, and the New throws 
light upon the Old, thus seeking to increase the interest in 
" all Scripture." 

Above all, the desire is to show how " God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto Himself," manifesting thereby His 
love to poor guilty sinners ; holy men of old telling of this 
glorious truth, as " moved by the Holy Spirit," Who alone can 
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bring it home to the heart and soul of the hearers ; and as by 
the light of the Spirit we search for Jesus^ the living Word, 
in the pages of the written Word, can Bible study alone profit 
May God graciously enable the teacher to gather from these 
pages only the golden grain of His own precious Word, and 
therewith, through their instrumentality, save and feed the 
souls gathered to be taught, that both writer and teacher, as 
** workers together with Him," may together hereafter rejoice 
at the rich harvest He has vouchsafed to give. 



INTRODUCTION. 



From "the beginning" to "the glory " is a long range, taking 
in all that lies between ; and though the whole Bible does 
not contain a complete history of the world, but rather some- 
thing of an epitome, with here and there great landmarks 
serving to show its course; yet, as we study the opening 
books of Scripture (from which these lessons are chiefly taken), 
much of this seems to pass before the mind's eye ; some 
events in actual reality, but far more in germ, or type, or 
shadow, while the events themselves point onwards to, and 
typify others even now fulfilling, and yet to be fulfilled. 

The first chapter of Genesis shows us God " in the begin- 
ning " creating ; and in the last of Exodus we behold Him 
dwelling in "glory " in the midst of His people. 

Between these we see man, who was made " upright," " in 
the image of God," falling from his high estate, and sinking to 
the depths of degradation and iniquity ; and God, the change- 
less Jehovah, shining forth in His many attributes of a perfect 
Being — ^greatness, power, faithfulness, sovereignty, love — as 
He deals with fallen man, whether in just judgment, or seek- 
ing, redeeming, guiding ; the world sunk in heathen darkness, 
but Jehovah never leaving Himself without a witness, as He 
chooses, calls, and fits for Himself, and for glory, the indivi- 
dual and the nations. 

All things were created for God's glory, and that purpose 
must be accomplished, however man may rebel and seek to 
exalt himself; for even " the wrath of man shall praise " ^ Him ; 
and by His just judgments shall the Lord be known, and 
glorified.* Again He both is, and will be, "the glory of His 
people."* " He shall come to be glorified in His saints."* They 

* Ps. Ixxvi. 10. ■ Ps. ix. i6 ; Rev. xiv. 7. 

> Isa. Ix. 19 ; Zech. ii. 5 ; Luke ii. 32. * 2 Thess. i. la 
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I. 
"fSbc Scflfnninor or, ♦*®o^ fe Xfflbt" 

Gen. i, ; i John i. 5 ; 2 Cor. iv. 6. 

Wondrous and sublime is the opening of God's book 1 The 
first clause brings before the mind marvellous truths, too deep 
to fathom, yet in the simplest language. ** In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth." 

In these days of science — so much of it being ** science falsely 
so called" (i Tim. vi. 20), that "knowledge which "puffeth 
up" (i Cor. viii. i), seeking to exalt **the creature" above the 
"Creator" (Rom. i. 25^ partaking of the " wisdom " which is 
"foolishness with God' (i Cor. iii. 19), knowing not God (John 
XV. 21), yet seeking to explain the Infinite by the Jinite (Rom. 
i. 21, 22) — it is well to come to God's Word with the teachable- 
ness of little children, and to accept what God reveals by His 
Holy Spirit (Isa. xlviii. j6, 17) with the trusting confidence of 
children in a Father. 

In the Bible God tells us what He is and what man is. His 
dealings with man, and man's conduct towards Him. He re- 
veals Himself "in Christ" by the Holy Spirit, Who is the 
Author of the written Word, and Who can therefore alone unlock 
its treasures, explain its mysteries, and reveal to us Jesus, Who 
shines in every page. May He teach each of those who open 
His Book or gather here to study God's precious Word, opening 
our understanding, and making us "wise unto salvation, through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus," who is "/^ Wisdom of God" 
(2 Tim. iii. 15 ; i Cor. i. 24, 30). 

First, then, we are summoned into the presence of — 

L GOD, Elohim in the original, that mighty Being of Whom 
we could know nothing except as He deigns to make Himself 
known ; and in the name Elohim, He stands before us as 
(i) Creator, for it is specially creating power that is hereby 
signified. 

The Psalmist gives us the interpretation, " By the Word of 
the Lord were the heavens made ; and all the host of them by 
the breath of His mouth. For He spake, and it was done; 
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He commanded, and it stood fast" (Ps. xxxiii. 6, 9). He willed, 
and successively called all things into existence ; each perfect 
and complete in its kind : ''And God saw that it was good " 
(Gen. i. 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31). Thus did He, Who is almighty, 
display His ** eternal power and Godhead,'' and to His works of 
creation He appeals as proofs of the same (Rom. i. 20 ; Ps. xix. 
I ; civ. 2-10, 24; Job xxxviii.-xli. ; Isa. xl. 26). 

Again, the opening verse of Scripture teaches us that God 
is (2) Eternal. '*In the beginning God created," but He 
existed before. He has neither beginning nor ending ; He is 
self-existent, eternal. Before time was He existed, filled all 
space ; could have continued as He was, but willed otherwise, 
and created spheres in which to display all the wonders of His 
power and all the attributes of Deity. 

Once more, the name Elohim tells of the (3) Three in One. 
Yes, the great mystery of the Trinity is taught in the opening 
words of Scripture ; for the word Elohim is in the plural, 
showing the plurality of persons in the one God. The mention 
of " the Spirit of God " (Gen. i. 2), together with the dogmatic 
statement of St. Paul (Col. i. 16), '* By Him "—Christ—" were 
all things created," shows that Elohim here includes the three 
Persons in the Godhead, while other scriptures likewise teach 
the oneness and eternity of the Son and Holy Spirit with the 
Father (John i. i, 18, x. 30 ; Prov. viii. 22-30 ; Acts v. 3, 4, 9 ; 
Heb. ix. 14). 

Three-in-One engaged in creating : " Let us make man in 
our image." ''So God created man in His image" (Gen. L 
26, 27 ; Job xxvi. 13, xxxiii 4 ; Ps. civ. 30)1 It is Christ in God 
creating, as after it is ''God ... in Christ reconciling the 
world unto Himself" (2 Cor. v. 19 ; John xvil 21) : both alike 
showing God to be (4) Love. "He that loveth not, knoweth 
not G(xi; for God is love" (i John iv. 8). And as His love 
draws out ours (ver. 19), it is sweet and profitable to trace this 
love throughout His Word. In the first page of that Word we 
see it in creation, as He fits and prepares earth for man's abode, 
stocking it with all that could minister to his necessities, comfort, 
happiness ; and then, having created man in His own " image," 
He places him in the midst of this scene of beauty and enjoy- 
ment ; pronouncing all to be " very good." 

Later, the love of God is more especially manifested in 
redemption, promised and shadowed forth from the moment 
man fell (Gen. iii. 15;. And in the last page of Scripture this 
love shines out in the closing invitation, full and free, to drink 
of "the water of life," fruit of the Saviour's blood (Rev. xxii. 17; 
John viL 39). It was love that dictated these words — 

2, "LET THERE BE LIGHT" (Gen. L 3). What a ' 
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command ! What a wondrous result ! " There was hght" 
Simple to the ear, yet none but an Omnipotent God could give 
effect to the command ; nor can man fully understand ; it is 
only faith that grasps what God reveals. " Through faith we 
understand," &c (Heb. xi. 3 ; 2 Pet. iii. 5). What was before 
this? God tells us. "Without form and void" — confusion 
and emptiness, for such is the meaning of the Hebrew words — 
and darkness also " was upon the face of the deep." So accus- 
tomed are we to light, that we cannot realise such a state of 
things as existed before the utterance of these words. Chaos 
and darkness ! It is probable that ages had elapsed between 
what is recorded in the first and second verses of this opening 
chapter of Genesis. Now God calls light out of darkness ; 
order out of confusion ; and in this work of the first day we 
have a beautiful type of the Deity Himself, for — 

3. "GOD IS LIGHT" (i John I 5X Christ is "Light" 
(John i. 4, 7, 9). He dwells in light (i Tim. vi. 16). Light, 
therefore, is an emanation from Himself. Without God all is 
darkness ; where He is, there is light As light typifies God 
Himself, so His children are said to be of the light (i Thess. 
V. 5) ; whereas the sinner is " in darkness " (Luke i. 79 ; Rom. 
ii. 19), and these two classes have continued to exist since 
the fall 

As these lessons are not designed to trace in regular order 
the history of the Bible, but rather its typical and spiritual 
teaching ; so here, before the fall, we cannot but look at this 
striking representation of man after the fall. As the earth was 
chaos and darkness, so is man by nature now. He is described 
in God's Word as " of the night,*' " of darkness " (i Thess. v. 5), 
sitting "in darkness" (Ps. cvii. 10), walking "in darkness 
(Ps. Ixxxii. 5); putting "darkness for light" (Isa. v. 20) : loving 
darkness (John iii. 19), not knowing whither he goetn (John 
xii. 35). As a man on a dark night, nearing a precipice, must 
be dashed to pieces if light and help come not, so man, without 
God, is walking to sure and " everlasting destruction " (2 Thess. 
i. 9). The " shadow of death " is over him, to end in " the 
blackness of darkness for ever" (Jude 13). But — 

4. LIGHT IS SPRUNG UP in the Person of Jesus (Matt 
iv. 16), who came forth from the Father to give light to the 
world (John viii. 12). Have you received that Light? If so, 
happy are you. Are you still in darkness ? May God speak 
even now to you, " Let there be light," and by the Holy Spirit's 
power, darkness will flee away. His Word dispersed the dark- 
ness that reigned over chaos, so now the entrance of His Word 
to the soul, wrapt in darkness and confusion, gives light (Ps. 
cxix. 130 ; 2 Cor. iv. 6,\ The written Word tells of His love 
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in Christ the living Word ; and the Holy Spirit presses home 
that word to the heart, revealing the finished work of Christ — 
how He died to save sinners (John iii. i6; i Tim. i. 15)^ 
Thus there enters a flood of light, which, while it reveals the 
sinfulness of the heart and its chaotic ruin, reveals also Jesus 
— ^a perfect and all-sufficient Saviour. The Spirit " moved^ or 
brooded, as it may be translated, over dark waters of chaotic 
earth, as if to impregnate with life ; so now He moves over 
sinners, to impart to them new life. May He ever infuse life in 
our midst, and make us all " children of light " (Eph. v. 8). 

It is a solemn question for each. Am t in darkness or light ? 
Am I barring the shutters of my heart to prevent the entrance 
of light ? Or do I desire that « God," who is « Light," should 
reveal Himself to my soul now, as manifested in the gift of His 
Son ? High or low, rich or poor, learned or ignorant, matters 
not ; the question for each is, Am I a child of light ? Do I 
know Jesus as my Saviour ? 

Illustrations. — Look at Saul of Tarsus ! How the light 
shone and dispersed the darkness which had enshrouded him 
(Acts ix.). In the full career of a mad rebellion against God, 
a bright light from heaven poured its transforming rays into his 
darkened soul, and the enraged persecutor was changed into 
the praying saint, henceforth to shine as a light and witness for 
Jesus. In modern history another striking instance is Martin 
Luther, the monk of Erfurt. In Rome is a large stone stair- 
case, said to be the one which led to the judgment-hall where 
our blessed Lord stood before Pontius Pilate (John xviii. 18). 
The Church of Rome teaches that to ascend this staircase on 
the knees helps the way to heaven. Luther thus devoutly toil- 
ing up, was struck with a ray of light from Him who is ^ the 
LIGHT," and springing to his feet exclaimed, '^ The just shall 
live by faith " (Hab. iL 4 ; Rom. i. 17). 

The fiat had gone forth, '^ Let there be light : and there was 
light." In an instant the dark mists of superstition and of error 
rolled away, and Luther became the honoured instrument in 
God's hand for forwarding the glorious Reformation, for which 
we may well thank God, while we ask Him to use us likewise 
for His glory. 

Here are two instances of God's calling those whom He had 
'* chosen '' in Christ " before the foundation of the world " (Eph. 
i. 4) ; and the " great light " that ** suddenly " " shone from 
heaven" " round about" the persecuting Saul (Acts xxii. 6, 7) 
not only typifies the light of the Spirit shining into the dar- 
kened heart, but tells also of '^ the excellent glory " (2 Pet. i. 
17), whence came the voice — the " eternal glory," to which be- 
lievers are *' called " (i Thess. ii. 12 ; i Pet. v. 10), as graphi- 
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cally set forth by the inspired Apostle Paul (2 Thess. ii. 13, 
14X *' God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation 
through sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth ; 
whereunto He called you by our Gospel, TO the obtaining of 
THE GLORY of our Lord Jesus Christ." Hence the exhortation, 
'*He that glorieth^ let him glory in the Lord" (1 Cor. i. 31 ; 
2 Cor. X. 17 ; with Jer. ix. 24). May it be the aim and object 
of those who gather week by week to study God's Word, '* that 
Grod in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen" 
(i Pet,iv. ii> 



II. 
*' Ube TOlor^ r' or " <5o& te Xove*'* 

John L 1-14 ; Heb. L 1-3 ; Col i. 16, 17. 

As striking and sublime ' are the opening words of St. John's 
Gospel 9.S those of Genesis. Again we stand, as it were, in the 
presence of God Himself, and marvellous truths meet the eye, 
the which, when the Holy Spirit enables to grasp by faith, fill 
the mind with adoring awe, and melt with love and gratitude 
the soul that sees in Christ, as here revealed, the only and 
perfect Saviour, and alone ground for peace and comfort. 

May the Great Teacher thus bring home these mighty truths 
to each heart as we meditate on the Second Person of the 
Glorious Trinity. 

L "THE WORD." Logos (GreekX has far deeper and wider 
signification than the English "Word." Here are some of 
its meanings : Word, precept, command, promise, eloquence, 
power of speech, discourse. It represents cause, effect, object. 
Man's words represent, or should do so, the mind of man. 
Christ " the Word" is Revealer to man of the Father (Matt. 
xi. 27). He expresses, makes known, shows forth the mind, 
will, purpose, love, and grace of God. Through Him alone 
can these be known. To see, hear, know Jesus is to know the 
Father, whom He " hath declared" (John xiv. 7-10; I 18). 

The following passages seem to show it was through the 
medium of Second Person of Trinity, "the Word, that 
Jehovah communicated with His servants of old (Gen. xv. i ; 
I Sam. iii. 21, xv. 10 ; i Kings xiii. 9, 17, xix. 9-15 ; Ps« cvii. 
20, cxix. 89). And the Fathers estimation of " the WORD " is 
seen in Ps. cxxxviii. 2. . 

(i) " In beginning." Nearly same word as in Gen. i. i, 
vet marked difference. No article in John, therefore it points 
back to period infinitely more remote than time of creation. 
Before time was " the Word " was; for " He is " (2) Eternal 
(Micah v. 2 ; John viii. c8 ; Heb. i. 8, xiii. 8). He is " the 
beginning" and " ending,''^ &c. (Rev. i. 8, 11, 17, xxii. 13; with 
Isa. xli. 4, xliv. 6, xlviii. 12). (3) **WlTH GOD," shows "the 
Word" to be distinct Person, even the Son, Who "in bosom 
of Father " from all eternity. " His Delight" (Prov. viii. 22-30); 
His "well-beloved" (Matt. iii. 17 ; Mark xii. 6). (4) " Was 
God/' for there is but one God — Father and Son " are one " 
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(Deut. vi. 4 ; John it. 30, xii. 44, 45 ; i Cor. viil 4-6 ; Hcb. i) 
Of mighty import to know that Jesus IS GOD. See Him, as 
God, healing sicl^, cleansing lepers, forgiving sins, and know- 
ing mind and thoughts of man (Mark i. 34, 40-42 ; Luke vi. 8, 
vii. 48 ; John ii. 25 ; Matt. ix. 6). (5) CREATOR (John i. 3 with 
Gen. i. i ; Heb. i. 2). The Father created all by Son--"Mtf 
Word " (Ps. xxxiii. 4, 6 ; Eph. iii. 9) ; by « Wisdom,** i,e,, Christ 
(Prov. iii. 19 ; i Cor. i. 24), and He, Christ, upholds all (Col. i. 
16^ 17 ; Heb. i. 3). Clearest, unmistakable teaching as to 
divinity of Christ. All important ; for if Christ not God, no 
Saviour : hence on it depends all hope for future. 

But to effect this great salvation — 

2. "THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH." Incarnation, 
great mystery (i Tim. iii. 16 ; Isa. vii. 14, with Matt i. 23), but 
fraught with comfort to soul that apprehends by faith, through 
Holy Spirit's teaching. He who was with the Father before all 
worlds, Himself the " mighty God '' (Isa. ix. 6 ; Rom. ix. 5), was 
bom into the world as man (Gal. iv. 4), and dwelt or " taber' 
nacied^ among men. Greek word has same root as ^' tent " or 
'' tabernacle '' in wilderness, where Jehovah dwelt in midst of 
His people Israel (Lessons 45, 46) ; so the blessed Lord Jesus 
deigned to use a human body as habitation of " Godhead'' (Col. 
ii. 9). Same word again Rev. vii. 15 and xxi. 3 to express 
God's dwelling or tabernacling among men. 

Jesus did not lose position as God by taking man's nature. 
Godhead only veiled in manhood. As GOD and MAN He trod 
this earth. See Him, as man, sleeping ; as God, stilling waves 
(Matt viii. 23-27 ; Ps. Ixv. 7). As man, weary and thirsty ; as 
God, giving " living water" (John iv. 6-14). As man, hanging 
on cross ; as God, pardoning " dying thief" (Luke xxiii. 39-43). 
Humanity enabled Him to accomplish the Sacrifice to which 
divinity gives infinite worth. And thus He brought glory to 
God, by destroying the devil, and saving sinners (John xvii. 4 ; 
I Tim. i. 15 ; Heb. ii. 14-18); 

« Flesh" tells— (i) Of weakness (2 Cor. xiii. 4), so those who 
are " weak in Him," "live with Him," &c. (2) Of MORTALITY 
AND DEATH (Ps. lxxviii.39 ; I Pet. iii. 18) ; Godhead could not 
die, hence " Word rtade flesh " (i Cor. xv. 3 ; Heb. ii, 9, 14). 
(3) Of sin, or fallen nature (Gen. vi. 3, 6 ; Rom. vii. 18). Jesus 
perfectly sinless (Heb. iv. 15 ; i Pet ii. 22), but appeared in 
^^ likeness of," &c. (Rom. viii. %\ made to be sin, &c. (2 Cor. v. 
21), and " suffered /^r «j" (i Pet. iv. i). Ponder well these 
wondrous truths, and behold the — 

3. "GLORY OF ONLY BEGOTTEN OF FATHER" 
(John i. 14), prophesied of as " the Glory " by Haggai (ch. ii. 3, 
7, 9). (i) Eternaj. with Father (Isa. vi. i-6, with Johi) xii 

B ^ * 
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41, xvii. 5), Shown as (2) Prophet when on earth (Luke iv. 
15, vii. 16), Priest now " in heaven" (Heb. v. 5, 6), King when 
He comes to reign (Matt. xxv. 31). (3) Veiled, yet mani- 
fested. Godhead veiled in flesh ; yet glory shone forth at 
times (John ii. 11, xi. 40). At His birth (Luke ii. 9-20, 32). 
In worship of wise men (Matt. ii. 11). On Mount of Trans- 
figuration (Luke ix. 32; 2 Pet. i. 16, 17; Lesson 11), picture 
of coming for His people, previous to the fuller revelation of 
glory to be shared by them (i Pet. iv. 13 ; Matt. xxiv. 30 ; 
I John iii. 2). And His entry into yerusalem (John xii. 12-16, 
20) ; picturing triumph as " King" and reception by Israel, and 
" nations." (4) GLORY OF Father manifested by Jesus, as 
" brightness " or outshining thereof (Heb. i. 3, Lesson 52). God's 
** goodness" His glory (Ex. xxxiii. 18, 19 ; xxxiv. 5, 6) ; and as 
Jesus went about doing good. His whole life of holiness and 
perfect obedience, even unto death, was bringing glory to God 
(Lesson 43), and manifesting it to others ; and therein was He 
glorified by the Father (John xii. 23, 28 ; xiii. 31, 32). 

By faith may now see glory of God in Christ by Holy Spirit 
(2 Cor. iii. 18, iv. 6). Jesus now in glory (Acts vii. 55, 56), which 
He would have His people share (John xvii. 22-25), but must 
know Him now 2J& personal Saviour ; no amount of mere head 
knowledge of any avail. Do all here know Him thus? Have 
all seen Him by the eye of faith ? Know that Jesus is also — 

4. LIFE AND LIGHT (John i. 4, 5, 9). He became man, 
He "was made flesh :'* but is essential Life and Light." 
Men ^^ dead in trespasses and sins." Jesus came to give life 
(John X. 10 ; Lesson 6). The world darkness, Jesus, " the true 
Light," came to dispel darkness ; but " darkness compre- 
hended" — that is, understood, embraced — "it not," ver. 5* 
" the world knew Him not" (ver, 10).. " He came to His own" 
(things), 1.^., works and creatures of His hand, which should 
have owned His sway as God and Lord, but no ! Even " His 
own" (people), ue,^ favoured nation of Israel, received not Him 
who was their long-expected Messiah ! 

Pause and ask, Would the world receive Him now? I 
trow not. Too engrossed with pleasure, business, cares, plans, 
troubles, &c. Should «/tf receive Him? Some did then, and 
see the effect (vers. 12, 13), "power" given **to become sons 
of God." Jesus, only begotten of Father through oneness of 
nature ; but Holy Spirit uniting to Jesus by faith in His finished 
worl^ believers are made children of God by ^^ adoption" and 
grace (Rom. viil 14-16 ; Gal. iv. 5, 6 ; Eph. i. 5). That grace 
with which Incarnate "Word," full (John i. 14), as also of 
«* truth ;" for He is "" the Truth" (John xiv. 6), therefore sure 
ground of confidence for all who trust in His promise (John 
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viii. 12) ; and reason for following His exhortation in John xii. 

ZS^ 36, 46. 

Jesus, "the true Light, reveals Himself as (i) "The Gift 
OF God," the only Saviour (John iv. 10, iii. 16 ; Rom. vi. 23 ; 
2 Cor. ix. 1 5). (2) His cross, complete satisfaction for sin (Heb. 
ix. 26). (3) His bloody as cleansing from all sin (i John i. 7). 
(4) Himself example to His people (i Pet. ii. 21), and the One 
Who (5) discloses the treasures of God^s Word (John iii. 34, viii. 
38, 51, xiv. 24). All pointing to, centred in, and fulfilled by 
Himself; and those who believe on Him are accepted " in Him " 
(Eph. i. 6). Wondrous gospel, presenting Christ as the alone 
Meeting-place for God and the sinner. Truly — 

5. GOD IS LOVE. Father^s love shown in sending Son 
(i John iv. 8, 10, 14). Son's in laying down His life (John x. 11, 
XV. 13 ; Rom. v. 8). Has this love touched your heart? Can 
you say from the heart i John iv. 19 ; i Pet. i. 8 ? If not, what 
the hindrance? Why has not the Light penetrated? (Press 
home the question.) Whenever Jesus is held up before you as 
Saviour, the Light is shining. God's message of love to sinners 
put before you even now. How are you receiving it ? Satan 
loves to blind the " eyes, lest^^ &c. (2 Cor. iv. 4). Warning for 
each. But some may ask, How know if we have received the 
Light ? See the— 

6. EFFECTS. Light produces (i) Fruitfulness (John xv. 
8 ; Gal. v. 22-24). (2) Peace and joy (Rom. v. i, 2, 11). (3) 
It must shine (Matt. v. 16 ; Luke xi. 36; Phil. ii. 15) "more 
and more" (Pro v. iv. 18). Believer, receiving light from Christ 
through indwelling Spirit, must shed forth that light ** to the 
glory of God." If not shining, something wrong. Light in 
" earthen vessels " (2 Cor. iv. 6, 7). Sometimes fleshly nature 
thin, t.e,, subdued, then light shines ; sometimes thick, i.e,, much 
of old Adam nature left, then God sees fit to crack vessel by rod 
of chastening, in love to that soul, that it may give forth light 
received. Thus afflictions are blessed, not only to that soul, 
but to others who see, wonder, and admire, and perhaps are 
attracted thereby to seek for the " true Light," and thus God is 
glorified by the humblest believer. 



III. 

Ube Sun, Aoon, an& Stats ; or, '' Ube %ov^ 

<5o& te a Sum'' 

Gen. i. 14-18; Ps. viii. 3; xix. 1-6; Ixxxiv. 11. 

"The heavens declare the glory of God." Well, therefore, 
may we study what God says of them, and so doing, our aim 
should be His glory. With wonder and admiration gaze on 
these works of Creator, some of the most marvellous and beau- 
teous that He called into existence. They nre called to praise 
Him ; and we also to "give thanks," " for His mercy endureth 
for ever" (Ps. Ixxiv. 16, 17; civ. 19; cxxxvL i, 7-9; cxlviii, 

i-3j 13)- 
1. SUN, MOON, STARS. Who can behold sun, wondrous 

globe of fire, giving forth heat and light ; moon, with silvery 
brightness ; and countless stars, studding heavens, without 
marvelling at mighty power of the Creator? Their beauty 
great, vastness beyond ken of man. By telescope, stars innu- 
merable disclosed to view ; none can reach limit. God alone 
can tell them (Gen. xv. 5 ; Ps. cxlvii. 4 ; Isa. xl. 26). He made 
all, all is His (Deut x. 14), and He is above and beyond all ; 
for the " heaven of heavens cannot contain " the Creator of the 
universe (i Kings viii. 27). Each heavenly orb has own sphere 
of action and purpose of Creator to fulfil (Gen. i. 14). Sun, 
centre of our solar system ; earth and other planets revolving 
round and receiving light and heat therefrom. Moon, satellite 
of earth, reflects on earth the light received from sun ; and thus 
day, night, seasons, tides, &c., are regulated, witnessing to 
God's care and goodness to the children of men (Acts xiv. 

Men call these laws of nature — alas ! too often ignoring 
nature's GoD, THE Lawmaker ; whereas these mighty works 
should ever raise our thoughts to Him, Who not only creates, 
but upholds and sustains; Who not only makes laws, but ensures 
their fulfilment ; for " by Him all things consist" (Col. i. 16, 17). 
"He ruleth by His power for ever" (Ps. Ixvi. 7). He " com- 
mandeth the sun," &c., " hangeth the earth upon nothing " (Job 
ix. 7-9, xxvi. 7), and preserves planets in appointed courses, 
that one may not clash against other, or come in contact with 
sun and be burnt up. None but Almighty Lawgiver can alter 
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such laws ; and He can do so at His pleasure (see Josh« x. 
12-14; Hab. iii. 11 5 2 Kings xx. 8-1 1). 

2. SURE COVENANT WITH ISRAEL. Cannot here 
enter into Israel's history, past or future, only remark that God 
has blessings in store for His ancient people, as fully set forth 
in His Word, and He appeals to these ordinances to attest 
certainty of fulfilment of promises ; which He would not, could 
not do, if said ordinances depended on aught but Himself, their 
Ordainer and Upholder. For thousands of years have they 
attested the truth of God's Word, in performing His will ; and 
if His covenant with them cannot be broken, surely not with 
Israel ; as may well believe when He appeals to them as evi- 
dence (Ps. Ixxxix. 34-39 ; Jer. xxxi. 35-37, xxxiii. 20-26). 

Of deep interest should it be to us to study God's purposes 
concerning Israel, but in this lesson must rather look at the 
typical teaching of the subject before us as regards ourselves. 

3. SUN, TYPE OF JEHOVAH-JESUS (Ps. Ixxxiv. 11). 
Comfort indeed to know that the Lord God is ** Shield" (Gen. 
XV. I ; Eph. vi, 16) as well as Sun ; otherwise all might be con- 
sumed by scorching heat. The sun, a fiery globe, would burn 
whatever came in contact with it. So God (Heb. xii. 29 ; Deut. 
ix. 3 ; Ps. 1. 3, xcvii. 3 ; Isa. Ixvi. 15 ; 2 Thess. i. 8), but GOD in 
Christ is to His people both Sun and Shield, and thus, 
destructive fire becomes fructifying heat, as conveyed through 
Christ, the Channel of all God's mercies. 

(i) Sun makes corn to grow and ripen, and brings 
FRUIT to PERFECTION: SO child of God cannot **grow in 
grace * or ripen for glory, unless basking in the sunshine of the 
Father's countenance in Christ, through the Spirit, nor can any 
work be brought to maturity without light and heat from above 
(John XV. 4, 5). (2) Without sun, all cheerless, dreary, 
SAD (Job XXX. 28 ; Acts xiii. 11, xxvii. 20). So with believer, if 
Jehovah-Jesus shine not on him (Ps. xxi. 6. Ixxx. 3, Ixxxix. 15). 
Pleasant ** to behold the sun " (Eccles. xi. 7), how much more 
"the glory of God in face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cor. iv. 6). (3) 
God "maketh his sun to rise on evil and good " (Matt. v. 
45). So His Light ariseth— on sinner, to arrest his course, con- 
vict of sin, and lead to Saviour (Acts xxvi. 13) ; and to believer, 
to cheer, lighten, guide, and produce fruitfulness. Then behold 
(4) Scene at Sunset. Compassionate Saviour healing sick, 
afflicted, and " possessed with devils" (Mark i. 32 ; Luke iv. 40). 
So now both able and willing to heal more dangerous, yea, 
deadly disease — sin, that must end in death eternal if not cured 
through "precious blood of Christ;" and casting out Satan, 
whose slaves sinners are; He takes possession of heart 
Himself. 
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4 KINGDOM OF CHRIST; pictured on Mount of Trans- 
figuration (Lesson ii), when the face of Jesus shone "as the 
sun" (2 Pet i. 16-18 ; Matt. xvii. 2), and in Ps. Ixxii. 5, Ixxxix. 
36), compared to sun in duration. All will then revolve round 
Christ, as planets now round material sun. Now Jesus reigns 
only in hearts of believers ; but time coming when "kingdoms 
of world" will be His (Dan. vii. 13, 14; Rev. xi. 15); He will be 
model Ruler, described 2 Sam. xxiii. 3, 4. All " enemies " sub- 
dued (Ps. cxviii. 10-12 ; Luke xix. 27) ; His people reigning with 
Him "a thousand years" (Ps. ex. i ; Luke xix. 27 ; i Cor. xv. 
25 ; Rev. XX. 4-6) ; and then eternal state, when no more sun 
and moon, for the Lord will be the " everlasting Light" (Ps. Ixxii. 
7, marg. ; Is. Ix. 19, 20). 

5. MOON, TYPE OF CHURCH (Song vi. 10) : that is, not 
any one particular visible body of professing Christians, by 
whatever name called, but all true believers, " baptized " by 
"One Spirit" "into one body," of which Christ is "the Head" 
(Rom. xii. 5 ; I Cor. xii. 12, 13, 27; Eph. i. 22, 23, v. 23, 30; 
Col. i. 18); its "members" scattered throughout various 
churches, sects, denominations (Gal. iii. 28 ; Col. iii. 11), form 
one body, " the Church of God," purchased with the precious 
blood of Christ (Acts xx. 28 ; i Pet. i. 18, 19). 

When the sun sinks beneath the horizon the moon reflects 
its light on earth. So should it be with the Church. Jesus 
"Sun," "Light of world" (John viii. 12). His absence makes 
"night," when "lesser light to rule" (Gen. i. 16 ; Jer. xxxi. 35) : 
that is, spiritually, the Church should now, through indwelling 
Spirit (Eph. ii. 21, 22), reflect the light of Jesus on a dark world 
(2 Cor. iii. 18 R.V.), by being "faithful witness." The heavenly 
bodies "ordained" to declare God's glory (Ps. viii. 3, civ. 19). 
So disciples, by witnessing for Him (John xv. 16). So every 
member of the Church to be "witness;" which can only be as they 
walk " in brightness," />., Jesus, and then reflect it (Isa. xliii. 
12 ; Luke xxiv. 48 ; Acts x. 41, 42, xxii. 15 ; Job xxxi. 26 ; Heb. 
i. 3 ; I John i. 7). In Christ dwelleth all the fulness of the "Cod- 
head bodily" (Col. ii. 9), which shone forth when on earth He 
manifested the glory (John i. 14, ii. 11). The Church, as "the 
fulness of Him that fiUeth all in all " (Eph. i. 23), should mani- 
fest Hini to world ; bringing glory to, and making known 
"manifold wisdom of God" (Eph. iii. 21, 10}, till the "Sun of 
righteousness arise " (Mai. iv. 2). 

How imperfectly is Church's mission fulfilled ! How many 
strifes, dissensions hide her light, as clouds ! Yet does the 
Lord deign to sanctify, that He may present her to Himself 
without spot, &c (Eph. v» 27). And in eternal state — when there 
shall be no more night — she shall be indeed lightened by " the 
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glory of God and of the Lamb," and saved nations shall walk in 
her light (Rev. xxii. 5 ; xxi. 2, 1 1, 23, 24). Glorious prospect 1 
Who attain to it ? Those only whose robes have been washed 
in the blood of the Lamb (Rev. vii. 14 ; xxii. 14 R.V.) But — 

6. JUDGMENTS to take place before that happy time, 
spoken of as " the day of the Lord/* when sun and moon shall 
be darkened (Ezek. xxxii. 7, 8 ; Amos viii. 9 ; Joel ii. 10, 11, iii. 
15 ; Matt. xxiv. 29, 30; Mark xiii. 24; Acts ii. 20). See how 
darkening sun betokens God's anger ; and ponder well the most 
awful darkness the world ever saw ! when " the Light of the 
world " was hidden from mortal eye (Matt, xxvii. 45, 46),* and 
God's countenance hidden from His "beloved Son,** because 
"made SlN^r us^^ (2 Cor. v. 21), that we, being led by Holy 
Spirit to believe God's acceptance of Christ's finished work, may 
never be exposed to such darkness (Jude 13 ; Matt. xxii. 13), i>., 
the shutting out — and that for ^z/^r— from God's countenance, 
the punishment of sins unpardoned through the blood of Jesus. 

7. STARS, (i) Type of Jesus. Prophesied of as "Star" 
to "rise out of Jacob" (Num. xxiv. 17). Wise men told of 
His birth by "star" (Matt. ii. I- 10), and by it guided to humble 
shelter, where they worshipped the "Mighty God" as newborn 
Babe. Yet to appear as " day-star" (2 Pet. i. I9);and " Morning 
Star," to be reward of "overcomer" (Rev. xxii. 16, ii. 28). What 
precious revelations of Jesus yet remain to be unfolded to His 
people ! (2) The Lord's people compared to stars ; " they 
that turn many to righteousness " are to shine " as stars," &c. 
(Dan. xii. 3). What incentive to testify of Jesus in daily life, 
and by every means in their power ! (3) Different grades 
AND positions IN GLORY seem also typified by (i Cor. xv. 41). 
Stars not pure in God's sight, how much less man (Job xxv. 
5,6), but believers, though looking at themselvesy must take up 
language of Isa. Ixiv. 6, yet looking to Jesus, can say, "accepted 
in the Beloved" (Eph. i. 6). They are accounted righteous; 
" righteousness " is " imputed^^ to them (Rom. iii. 22, iv. 6, 16, 
22-2$). As God telleth stars, so His people ; even hairs of 
head numbered (Matt. x. 30). " Sheep " of Jesus called by 
name (John x. 3) ; each one known to Him, though, blessed be 
His name, multitude man cannot number (Rev. vii. 9). Promise 
to Abraham (Gen. xv. 5, xxii. 17), and covenant with David (Jer. 
xxxiii. 20-22), fulfilled in measure (Heb. xi. 12) : but/2/// fruition, 
ALL redeemed family (Gal. iii. 29). Grand question, i4r^^^7// 
Christ's ? If so, see the glory that awaits you. 

* Could not be attributed to eclipse of sun, as that can only occur at new 
tfuwif whereas Passover always celebrated at full moon. 



IV. 

Aan an& bfa S)om(nfom 

Gen. i. 26-30, iu 7, 18-24 ; i Cor. xy. 25, 28, 47 ; Ps. iriii« $ 

Heb. ii. 6-9. 

"When I consider Thy heavens," &c. . . . " What is man, that 
Thou art mindful of him ?'' In the last lesson we considered 
these mighty works of the Creator ; hence naturally arises this 
question of inspired Psalmist ; and to-day, see how God answers 
it in His Word. 

1. MAN, in comparison of the heavenly orbs, seems " like to 
vanity" (Ps. cxliv. 3, 4) — an atom in creation — a grain of 
dust (of which, in truth, he was formed) in that vast area of 
wonders and beauties ; and yet man may be said to be the 
masterpiece of God's creation, the crowning act of His six days' 
work. That work has been called, " preparation of the earth 
for man." The beneficent Creator prepares for creature. 
Picture earth as then was ; beautifully fertile and productive ; 
everything for use and pleasure : nothing noxious or hurtful. No 
curse ; all blessing. The work proceeded step by step — from 
darkness to light ; from chaos to order : then productiveness ; 
herbs and trees, fish and fowl : and " God blessed them " (ver. 
22), even before man was formed ; for nought can prosper with- 
out God's blessing, and He bestowed it upon all creation. 

The sixth day beasts and cattle and creeping things were 
brought forth by earth at God's command, and lastly man is 
made. And whereas before God had pronounced all "good,** 
when His crowning work was accomplished, we read, " God saw 
everything that He had made, and behold it was very good" 
(ver. 31). It is well to remember this when we think how, later, 
all was changed. But see now— 

2. MAN'S SUPERIORITY. In what did it consist ? Mind, 
reason, intellect, all above brute creation ; but there was some- 
thing more, (i) Man was made "in the image of God." 
Not in outward appearance, for " God is a Spirit," and " a spirit 
hath not flesh and bones" (John iv. 24 ; Luke xxiv. 39), but in 
soul, in spirit : " The Lord God . . . breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life, and man became a living soul " (Gen. ii. 7). 
Thus did God impart to man a something (called alike soul and 
spirit) superior far to the mere animal life possessed by the lower 
creation : partaking of divine life, and fed by union with its 
Source, who is Essential Life. (2) Man was made * ' upright " 



Man and his Dominion. 1 5 

■ 

(Eccles. vii. 29). Upright in stature, mind, heart ; not bent 
towards earth, as lower creation ; but head erect, affections 
heavenwards, gaze upwards, towards his Creator and God ; in 
sweet union and communion with Him, and ever drawing from 
Him the needed supply to sustain the spiritual life implanted. 
No barrier to mar the intercourse. Happy, confiding depend- 
ence on Creator for everything. Pure and spotless, man issued 
from his Maker's hand, with capacities for appreciating earth's 
beauties, utilising its treasures, and by his God blessed and 
invested with — ► 

3. UNIVERSAL AUTHORITY (Gen. i. 28). He was ruler 
and proprietor of all. Every living creature must own his sway. 
Vicegerent of God on earth. God only above him, all else 
under him. What a prerogative ! What a position 1 What 
scope for action ! And when guided by a sinless, upright heart, 
could never be exerted except for good. It has been well said 
that with a perfect man despotic power best ; that is, one head 
or ruler of the State ; but none such exists ; hence from abuse 
of power, when vested in one, it has become more and more 
divided, and less and less like what God intended. 

See a family ruled by Christian parents ; children and ser- 
vants obedient ; all walking in the fear of God. Happy 
picture ! Again, look at a country ruled by a God-fearing 
prince or king. Happy are the people under him ; rejoicing in 
wise, salutary laws, and ready to obey them (i Kings x. 8). 
(Give details of good rulers, though imperfect, and bad ones, 
with results of both in example, influence, laws, &c.) 

Sin changed all, as designed by God. Authority — intended 
for good— has been abused, misused, and resisted. Creation 
is not subject to man ; all is confusion, disorder, rebellion, 
because the " world lieth in the evil one" (i John v. 19 R. V.). 
But God's purpose cannot be frustrated. Man shall yet rule 
on the earth "/« righteousness^ (Isa. xxxii. i, xi. 4-9), and 
have all things subject to him (i Cor. xv. 25). Not, however, 
the " first man Adam," but — 

4. '*THE SECOND MAN, the Lord from heaven " (i Cor. 
XV. 45, 47). Jesus, the blessed One, on Whom we dwelt (Lesson 
2) as **the Word." One with the Father, the "mighty God." 
To-day, view Him more as Man. Equally important to know 
Him as very man as well as very God ; but He did not lay 
aside Godhead when He became Man, when "made flesh," 
made of a woman (John i. 14 ; Gal. iv. 4). No ; but in some 
mysterious way, too deep for us to fathom, He took the man- 
hood into union with the Godhead. "God was manifest in 
the flesh" (i Tim. iii. 16). Beware of separating manhood 
from Godhead : or at once do away with the atonement^ 
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consequently with hofie; for it was the divinity which gave vaise 
to the Sacrifice on Calvary, accomplished in the humanity. 
As ^^ Son of man^^ behold Jesus, first made ** lower than the 
angels " (Ps. viii. 4 ; Hebi ii 6, 7), taking "part of the same" 
nature that had sinned, *^ that through death," &c. (Heb. ii. 14) ; 
then crowned with glory and honour (Ps. xxiv. 7, 10). As 
*^Son of man^ He came to seek and save "lost** (Matt, xviii. 
11). So poor that He had not "where to lay His head" 
(Matt. viii. 20; 2 Cor. viii. 9); yet "power" "to forgive sins," 
because God (Mark ii. 5, 7, 10). As " Son of man " betrayed, 
delivered to Gentiles, scourged, and crucified ; laid in the grave 
and rose again (Matt. xx. 18, 19 ; Luke xxiii. 53 ; Acts ii. 23, 32). 
As " Son oftnan^^ now at right hand of God in glory ; and shall 
come again, " with power and great glory," to reward and to 
judge (Acts vii. 55 ; Heb. x. 12 ; Luke xxi. 27 ; Matt. xxv. 31-46 ; 
John v. 22, 27 ; Rev. xxii. 12). Then shall He — 

5. " HAVE DOMINION." That command given in Eden 
shall have its full accomplishment, according to the unalter- 
able purpose of God. The " Son of man " shall reign, and all 
shall own His sway. For extent of dominion, see Ps. Ixxii. 8 ; 
Dan. viL 13, 14, 27 ; Zech. ix. 10. Blessings shall flow there- 
from, because the rule is a righteous one (Ps. Ixxii. 2-49 
xcvi. ia-13, xcvii. I ; Jer. xxiii. 5, 6, xxxiii. 15). The " Son of 
man^ will be Ruler according to God's model (2 Sam. xxiii. 
3, 4), and all creation shall be subject to Him (Ps. viii. 
6-9 with Heb. ii. 8). Intended with first Adam, realised in 
" last Adam." All shall be put under Him, God only excepted 
(i Cor. XV. 27, 28), to Whom, as Man, He subject, as Adam 
should have been. See examples of subjection to " Son of 
man " even when on earth in humiliation. Fish brought to 
Peter's hook (Matt. xvii. 24-27). Unbroken colt ridden by 
Him, and man yielding ready obedience to the word, "the 
LORD hath need " (Matt. xxi. 2-7). See also money-changers 
submitting to be driven forth Qohn ii. 13-17; Matt. xxi. 12, 13). 
These show He could have made all obedient then ; but time 
not then come ; must first Himself be obedient ^^even unio 
death; " must " taste death for every man " (PhiL ii. 8 ; Heb. ii. 
9), that man might be drawn by love to own Him as LOFLD. 
But is it so ? Alas ! no. He is still " despised and rejected of 
men " (Isa. liii. 3) ; and will have to clear His dominions of 
"all things that offend" before He can reign in undisputed 
sway (Matt. xiii. 41 ; Luke xix. 27). Important question, 

6. HOW DOES THIS CONCERN US? Look again at 
Gen. i. 26-28, and observe change from " him " to " them." The 
actual formation of woman not related till ch. ii. 18, 22-24 ; but 
she is spoken of in chap. L as one with the maxu Compare 
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Gen. ii. 18 with Eph. v. 32 ; John xii. 24, xvii. 21-24. " Not 
good that the man should be alone?* So, wondrous truth ! 
neither did the " Second Man " desire to be " alone," but that 
those given Him by the Father should share His glory. 
" God blessed them,** and gave ** tkem '* jointly universal do- 
minion. Beautiful type of Christ and the Church, His bride. 
Before Eve actually formed, she existed in the purpose of God, 
So Church (Ps. cxxxix. 16). Chosen in Christ, " before founda- 
tion of world ** (Eph. i. 4). See how Eve formed. Deep sleep 
fell upon Adam ; sleep of death on Lord Jesus, from Whose 
pierced side flowed blood to atone, water to cleanse and sanc- 
tify. Church is Christ's blood-bought bride (Eph. v. 25 ; Acts 
XX. 28). No greater price could be paid ; it is all-sufficient 
No nearer union possible ; and to this wondrous position, and 
all privileges that spring therefrom, is every poor sinner ad- 
mitted, who is led by the Holy Spirit to come in child-like faith 
to be cleansed by that precious blood. God would have ^'all" 
saved (i Tim. ii. 4) ; but must come as " sinners** No self- 
righteousness can avail (Rom. x. 3-1 1); no " Way " but Jesus 
(John xiv. 6) ; none can save himself, but " WHOSOEVER will** 
can be saved (John iii. 16 ; Rev. xxii. 17). None can say, it is 
not for me. God has made ample provision. The vilest, most 
worthless, who believes, is saved, " is passed from death unto 
life " (John v. 24) ; become member of body of Christ (Eph. v. 
30), His bride, who will share His "dominion" hereafter (see 
Dan. vii. 18,22,27). Do you thus know Christ? Has Holy 
Spirit revealed to you your need, and the rich provision in 
Christ ? Reject Him not. (Force home application.) Think 
of glorious future in store for Church. Christ will assuredly 
come again for His own (John xiv. 2). The marriage of " the 
Lamb ^ will take place (Rev. xix. 7) ; and the Bride — the 
Church — will live and reign with Him (Rev. xx. 4 ; 2 Tim. ii. 
12) ; suifering first, it may be, but then a glorious reign. I 
pray you, leave it not doubtful whether you will form part of 
that body. 



V. 

Zbc Zvoo Uemptatfon^* 

Gen. ill. ; Luke iv* 

Sad scene in Gen. iii. ! Man's fall. Entrance of sin. Break- 
ing up of peaceful, beauteous scene in Eden. Contrast between 
what God intended for man (see Lesson 4) and what man 
worked out for himself. Sad indeed ! But most needful to see 
how sin entered the world, for " the devil," who tempted our 
first parents, still, " as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour " (i Pet. v. 8). Look first at — 

L THE TEMPTER, who in Eden took the form of a 
serpent (see Rev. xii. 9, xx. 2). " Subtle " then, " subtle " now. 
Does not come boldly forward as " the devil," but in disguise, 
sometimes even as " angel of light " (2 Cor. xi. 3, 14). By 
plausible arguments he seeks to deceive, and throws doubts on 
(i) God's veracity. "Yea, AatA God said ? " Even so now 
God's Word is called in question. We hear it on all sides. 
Are j^ou content to abide and be ruled by it ? (2) God's 
GOODNESS. He could not surely forbid such simple, innocent 
pleasures ! How many things are called innocent though not 
in accordance with God's will, not for His honour and glory, 
not for the welfare of the soul. Beware lest Satan thus deceive 
you. (3) God's justice. He could not surely punish so 
small an act by death ! (ver. 4.) Same lie does Satan put forth 
in this nineteenth century as to death eternal^ or everlasting 
punishment (see Lesson 6). All know something of such like 
temptations. The power to keep from yielding to them is seen 
as we compare — 

2. THE TEMPTED in Eden and in "the wilderness ; " ue,^ 
Eve, and our blessed Lord. Tempter the same ; tempted very 
different. One yielded, the Other resisted ; one fell, the 
Other conquered ; one is a warning, the Other an example and 
encouragement ; for, remember, it was as man^ " the Second 
Man," that Jesus fought and conquered Satan ; through whose 
power and subtilty **the first man" fell. Filled with the Spirit 
(John iii. 34), and armed with "the sword of the Spirit," 
Jesus was ever ready to fight the tempter (Luke iv. i, 14, 18 ; 
Eph. vi. 17 ; Ps. cxix. 11), even till the final battle in Gethse- 
mane (John xiv. 30, 31), when "the power of darkness" was 
arrayed against Him, and the agony of that struggle caused the 
sweat to burst forth, " as it were great drops of blood falling 
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down to the ground" (Luke xxii. 53, 44) ; but He came forth a 
Conqueror, and that awful conflict was crowned with complete 
victory on the cross (Heb. ii. 14). 

In His conflict with Satan, as in all else, the blessed Lord is 
an Example to His people, who have the same " sword " where- 
with to fight, the same power to wield, i>., Holy Spirit, pro- 
mised to all who ask (Luke xi. 13) ; and Jesus the tempted One 
at hand, willing and *'able to succour them that are tempted" 
(Heb. ii. 18). So, when any are overcome, it is because they 
have not drawn upon the ample provision for victory made by 
our gracious God (i Cor. x. 12, 13). 

3. CHARACTERISTICS OF TEMPTATION. Same in 
both instances, described in i John ii. 16 ; and just thie same 
now. (i) ** Lust of flesh." ** Tree good for food.*' ** Com- 
mand stones to be made bread." Not wrong to satisfy hunger, 
but wrong to do so in way displeasing to God. Much stronger 
temptation to Jesus, after forty days' fast, and nothing at hand 
for food, than for Eve, who had all the trees of the garden at 
her disposal, one only excepted. Also Jesus was tempted to 
satisfy His hunger as man, by putting forth power as God. 
But He would not stoop to prove His divinity by sinning in 
His humanity. Eve dallied with the tempter, parleyed, hesi« 
tated. Jesus at once uses ''sword," and gives unanswerable 
answer. "// is written,'* Eve should have trusted her Creator, 
who had so bountifully provided for His creatures. Jesus, as 
man, did show His entire trust and dependence on God for the 
supply of His human wants. "// is written^ &c., enough for 
Jesus (Luke iv. 4). Should be for us likewise. But, as Eve 
doubted, changed God's word (comp. Gen. ii. 17 with iii. 3), 
and added to it, so do many now, to support false teaching. 
To add to, or take from God's Word forbidden, equally dan- 
gerous because equally making it of "none effect" (Deut. 
iv. 2, xii. 32 ; Rev. xxii. 18, 19; Matt. xv. 6); and depending 
upon human reason. Varied temptations under this head. 
" Flesh," nature inclined to self-indulgence. Self the idol : 
adorning person, indulging appetite, excess of drinking, surfeit 
of pleasure, &c. &c Different in different individuals, and 
different stations and grades of society. Those only who know 
the Lord can, in His strength, watch against and overcome them. 

(2^ *' Lust of eye." Tree " pleasant" (or a desire) "to the 
eye." So kingdoms of world brought before the Lord's eye 
from mountain top. Desire too strong for Eve. Not so with 
Jesus. " It is written" (Luke iv. 8), again sufficeth Him. AH 
"kingdoms" shall be Christ's (Rev. xi. 15) in God's set time ; 
and from the Father He will receive them. Many are the 
temptations that come through the eye — natural eye, mind's 
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eye, — ^a grand position, lucrative employment, thriving busi- 
ness ; — BUT God not there ; companionship or partnership with 
those who know Him not^ no means of grace. The bait is 
gilded, and tempting ! Some yield, and — are lost ! Awful 
thought I they have bartered their immortal souls for worldly 
gain ] But those who know Jesus look to Him", and are given 
strength to resist. Beware of coveting what God sees fit to 
withhold, or seeking to take before His time for giving. He 
withholds nought that is good for His people (Ps. xxxiv. lo, 
Ixxxiv. ii). With Jesus, God's "unspeakable Gift" (2 Cor. 
ix. 15), all good freely given (Rom. viii. 32). Without Him 
nought is good. All not good that is a ** desire " to the eye. 
Trust God to give what He knows to be best. 

(3) Pride of Life. Tree "to be desired to make wise,^^ 
What is wisdom of world ? " Foolishness with God " (i Cor. 
iii. 19 ; see Jer. viii. 9, ix. 23, 24). What is true wisdom ? 
Jesus (Prov. viii. ; i Cor. i. 17-31). " Cast thyself down," &c. 
Show thy superiority of wisdom and knowledge. Thou shalt 
not die; for hath not God promised otherwise? Satan seeks 
to use the Lord's own weapon ; but he can only m/Vquote, not 
answer. Scripture. He leaves out important clause (comp. 
Luke iv. 10 with Ps. xci. 11), and seeks to inspire confidence 
in spite of disobedience. But Jesus, familiar with God's Word, 
and for third and last time repels assailant therewith. Not so 
Eve. She believed Satan's lie, that, instead of death would 
come knowledge, which is power. She ate, likewise Adam ; 
and what knowledge did they gain ? Naught but EVIL. Before 
all was " good " around them, BUT they disobeyed God, and 
thus acquired knowledge of evil. 

How this "pride of life " still influences men for evil ! They 
would be wise, but refuse to seek the only true wisdom, Jesus ; 
the only source of knowledge, God's Word. Satan teaches them 
to esteem their own puny understanding above the inspired 
Word, and to believe that by it they can trace and fathom 
truth, while they ignore Jesus, Who is ^^ the Truth*' (John 
xiv. 6), and thus, like Eve, they are led to believe Satan s lie 
instead of God's truth. Beware lest Satan lead you — through 
a " desire " to see the world— do as others do — acquire know- 
ledge, &c. — to learn only the wickedness that abounds on all 
sides ; and further, to share in it ; so that sin is added to sin 
(Isa. XXX. I ; Jer. ix. 3), and you are led farther and farther from 
God. Be warned in time, as see — 

4. RESULT OF FALL. Fearful indeed ! The man, woman, 
serpent, earth; all came under wrath of offended Creator. 
Labour and sorrow to be portion of both man and woman ; 
though one to rule, the other serve ; and from this sentence no 
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escape till dust return to dust. Thus it has been ever since 
and will be "until the Lord come" and "restore* all things, 
and finally bruise Satan under His feet, by consigning him to 
lake of fire (Acts iii. 21 ; Rom. viii. 20-23 ; i Cor. iv. 5 ; Rev. 
XX. 10). How Adam died^ and in him all human race, see 
Lesson 6. He listened to woman's voice (i Tim. ii. 11-15), so 
often now ; and sin must bring penalty. Toil and trouble 
have been man's portion ever since ; and heavily has the 
punishment fallen upon woman. Man, head of woman (i Cor. 
xi. 3), yet made equal: God gave them (Lesson 4) joint dominion; 
but when woman seeks to lead, or rather mislead man, God 
shows her place is under him ; so henceforth man must rule 
over wife. Well to ponder this in these days, when it is 
sought to put woman out of the place where God would have 
her to be. But tremendously has this subjection of woman 
been fulfilled, the rule over her abused, and her ill-treatment 
great. (Sketch out something of this in different lands.) But 
in proportion as. Christianity prevails, the rule and subjection 
become more in accordance with God's will ; and see how He 
softens curse in Eph. v. 25. " Husbands, love your wives," is 
His command ; yes, love should guide the rule ; and when 
united in Christ, becomes a beautiful type (Lesson 4). Lastly, 
see — 

5. LOVE OF GOD in scene before us. Even while pro- 
nouncing sentence on guilty pair, He promises a Saviour (Gen. 
iii. 15). One to spring from her who brought sin into world. 
Surpassing grace and love. Seed of the woman, even Christ 
(Gal. iii. 16 ; Lesson 18), suffered, died, and in dying, destroyed 
him " who had the power of death, that is, the devil." God 
came to garden to seek; so Jesus (Luke xix. 10), convincing 
proof that man was " LOST." But atonement has been made 
(Rom. V. 8) ; " God was in Christ, reconciling," &c. (2 Cor. v. 19). 
Jesus is an all-sufficient, perfect Saviour, " able to save to the 
uttermost," &c. (Heb. vii. 2$). Has the Holy Spirit convinced 
or convicted you of sin ? taught you to own yourself a " sinner " 
(Rom. iii. 23), as for such only Jesus died (i Tim. i. 15) ? and 
led you to Him as the only Saviour and Succourer in tempta- 
tion? Jesus seeks ; has He found ^^w f Or are you trying to 
hide? No use (Jer. xxiii. 24). "Adam and his wife" tried in 
vain. May be the Holy Spirit is even now striving with you : 
resist Him not. He comes in grace, love, pity, mercy, to lead 
you to Jesus. The Father would draw you to Him with cords 
of love, God's love is specially shown in redemption, as His 
power and greatness in creation. Christ is the alone meeting- 
place between God and the sinner. If not know Him now as 
Saviour, must meet Him hereafter as Judge I 
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Xffe; or, "XTbe XotD tbg (BoD ♦ ♦ ♦ f b tbg Xfte/' 

Rom. vi. 23 ; John v. 26, xiy. 6 ; 2 Tim. i. zo ; Deut. xxx. 2a 

Life ! What is it ? Essential life is God, and it is Christ ; 
'for Christ is God. God alone has life in Himself ; and " He 
giveth to all life," &c. (Acts xvii. 25.) Saw, in Lesson 4. 
how the Lord God "breathed" into Adam "the breath of life" 
(Gen. ij. 7), thus imparting to him something of what was 
inherent in Himself — "the Fountain of Life" (Ps. xxxvi. 9) ; 
and which, consequently, could only be maintained by union 
with its Source. But Adam sinned; the union was thus, 
broken ; and — 

1. LIFE FORFEITED. "In the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely <//>"(Gen. ii. 17). Such were God's 
words, and see how they have been fulfilled. Life forfeited 
means deaths unless respited by grace. (Illustrate by man, whose 
life forfeited to laws of country, under sentence of death, about 
to be executed, when respite comes through Sovereign's grace.) 
"By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin " 
(Rom. V. 12). Sin has been well described as the determina- 
tion of the will to other than God. Thus it was with Eve 
(Lesson 5) ; she doubted, mistrusted God, and believed Satan. 
She first lusted after, then ate, what God had forbidden, as 
did Adam likewise, and that was sin; and the result of sin 
was death (J as. i. 15). Then comes the question, What is 
death? Death is separation — separation of soul from God, 
separation of soul from body. Man before the fall was in 
union with God, and thus ever drawing from Him the needed 
power to sustain the spiritual life imparted; but once the 
determination of the will was to other than God — as was the 
case when Adam and Eve yielded to tempter, — that day death 
ensued; for sin separated them from God, the union was 
broken, and consequently the supply of life-power cut off, 
as the inevitable result of sin, and not merely an arbitrary 
decree of the Almighty. Cut off supply of water from cistern, 
and it must become dry, empty. So man by sinning, ceased 
to draw from God the sustenance needed to preserve the 
spiritual life, being separated from its Source ; and separation 
from God is death — for He is Life. Hence, the very day hdi^ra 
and Eve smntd^they ^/V^/ spiritually ; their soul, or spirit, being 
separated from God ; and in due time dust would return to 
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dust (Gen. iii. 19). See how God's words true, and Satan a 
"liar" and "murderer from the beginning" (John viii. 44). 
His words then were, " Ye shall not surely die/' and in this 
nineteenth century his words are like : Ye shall not surely die 
eternally. But, as God's words were true in the past, so will 
they prove in the future. Can we doubt it as we study further 
the result of fall on Adam's posterity. 

(i) Death spiritual, />., separation of soul from God, is 
equally the lot of all, for all are " sinners " by nature, born in 
sin, and then sinnine in thought and deed (Ps. li. 5 ; Rom. iii. 
10-12, 23) ; separated from God by sin (Isa. lix. 2), they are 
"dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. ii. i) till "quickened" 
by the grace of God, " born again," made new creatures " in 
Christ" (John iii. 3 ; 2 Cor. v. 17). 

(2) Death temporal, i>., separation of soul and body, 
which see around us daily, when the spirit returns " unto God 
Who gave it " and the dust " to the earth as it was " (Eccles. xii. 
7). This has been lot of all since Adam sinned (Rom. v. 12), 
two only excepted, 1.^., Enoch and Elijah. "In Adam all die* 
(i Cor. XV. 22) as result of sin. " Death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned " (Rom. v. 12) ; and thus it will be with 
all — even the Lord's people — " till He come," and finally destroy 

."the last enemy," even "death" (i Cor. xv. 26). 

(3) Death eternal, i,e.^ "everlasting" separation, or "de- 
struction from the presence of the Lord" (2 Thess. i. 9), which 
is " the second death " (Rev. xx. 12-15), and most terrible of all ; 
reserved for those whose names not written in " the book of life." 
" The soul that sinneth it shall die " (Ezek. xviii. 4, 20). Have 
seen how death is the inevitable result of sin, so equally is death 
eternal ; not God's arbitrary will, but the inevitable consequence 
of dying in unpardoned sin. Unless in this life " made nigh by 
the blood of Christ " (Eph. ii. 13), eternal separation from God 
must ensue ; and eternal separation from God is hell ! Beware 
how listen to Satan's lie \ Very busy in spreading it now. He 
puts aside God's justice, ignores God's mercy in Christ, freely 
offered to all (Isa. Iv. i) who thirst ; makes light of awful crime 
of rejecting it, and repeats in soothing terms, "Ye shall //^/surely 
die" eternally. His lie cannot alter God's truth, but may cause 
loss of soul if believed, unless God in His mercy intervene to save 
now. He willeth «^/ death of sinner. Hath "no pleasure in," 
&c. (Ezek. xviii. 23, 32, xxxiii. 1 1 ; 2 Pet. iii. 9.) And, blessed 
be His name, while telling of life forfeited, we can also tell of — 

2. LIFE REDEEMED. Even while pronouncing just sen- 
tence on guilty pair in Eden (Lesson 5) God in grace and mercy 
promised a Saviour. Life being forfeited, and the penalty of 
death incurred, there must be a substitutionary Sacrifice. 

c 
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Blood must be shed "for remission ofsins"(Heb. ix. 22); for 
" the life is in the blood," and " it is the blood that maketh an 
atonement for the soul" (Lev. xvii. il, lA So Jesus shed His 
" precious blood." God in love sent His " beloved Son " in " the 
likeness of sinful flesh" ^Rom. viii. 3), and "made Him to be 
sin for us" (2 Cor. v. 21). Thus being made "siN," He was 
separated irom. God. That was the death due to all^ and He 
" died for all" (2 Cor. v. 14). Then broke forth that heart-rend- 
ing cry, " My God," &c. (Matt xxvii. 46), as He endured those 
agonies as man : not of mere physical suffering alone, but of 
SEPARATION from God : DEATH^^r sin — agonies incompre- 
hensible, indescribable ; for what infinity of suffering can be 
compressed into a moment when borne by an Infinite Being ! — 
agonies which His divinity intensified yet enabled Him to 
endure, while it gave infinite worth to Sacrifice. That Sacrifice, 
moreover, voluntary, He^ave " His life a ransom for many," 
"for all" (Matt. xx. 28 ; i Tim. ii. 6). He laid down "His 
life for the sheep" (John x. n, 17, 18). He is "propitiation" 
for " the whole world" (i John ii. 2 ; John iii. 17). Divine justice 
Aas been perfectly satisfied, ample provision made to meet 
the sin entailed by first Adam (Rom. lii. 21-26, v. 14-19). Re- 
demption is through the "precious blood" shed on Calvary 
(Eph. i. 7 ; I Pet: i. 18, 19 ; Rev. v. 9). But further, see — 

3. LIFE BESTOWED. Not enough to know that forfeited 
life has been redeemed, unless it be also bestowed. Each must 
possess it personally, or of no avail. None can purchase eter- 
nal life. " It is the free gift of God" (Rom. vi. 23 R.V. ; John 
iii. 16) ; but none beneficially participate in Christ's death till 
Holy Spirit reveals to soul the love of God in " unspeakable 
Gift" (2 Cor. ix. 15 ; i John iv. 9, 10), and enables sinner to 
grasp by faith the wondrous truth of God's acceptance of Christ's 
substitutionary Sacrifice. Thus to receive Jesus into soul — 
through operation of Holy Spirit-^is to receive life (John xi. 25 ; 
I John V. 12). Adam, when piece of inanimate clay, could not 
give himself life, but " the Lord God breatJud into him," and 
bestowed life. So now the Holy Spirit — the breath of the Al- 
mighty — (wind and Spirit, same word in Greek ; see John iii. 8 
R.V, marg.) enters souls, and bestows new life. The Word 
entering, by power of Spirit gives " life" (Ps. cxix. 130) ; it gives 
faith in God and Christ (John xvii. 3, v. 24) ; the sinner passes 
" from death unto life," and is at once possessed of a life that 
cannot end, because it exists by virtue of union with Christ, 
" the Life." Christ is God and Lord ; and " the Lord God is 
thy Life." Once united to Christ, can never be separated from 
God. When God bestows "life," He bestows His "Son.' 
Jesus gives His life not only/7r but to His sheep, who «n 
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therefore " never perish '* (John x. 28, 30). Unspeakable com- 
fort ! Naught can rob us of " eternal life" once bestowed. See 
completeness of salvation — (i) From CURSE OF sin, i>., wrath 
of God, and separation from Him (John iii. 36 ; Rom. v. 9). (2) 
From power of sin in present life (Rom. vi. 9-14). (3 ) To 
ENDLESS BLISS with Christ hereafter (John xvii. 24 ; i Pet. i. 5). 
Have you this life ? Must make " sure " (2 Pet. i. 10). And hovir 
can this be ? Tree known by fruits ; therefore there must be — 

4. LIFE MANIFESTED. In Jesus was manifested the 
life and love of God (1 John i. 2 ; iv. 9, 10). He lived, He died, 
to bring glory to Father (John xvii. 4-6 ; xiu 27, 28). His meat 
was to do Father's will (John iv. 34 ; Heb. x. 7-9). Is it so with 
usf Jesus left example (i Pet. ii. 21). Are we following His 
steps ? Aiming to glorify God in daily life? May not be called 
to do great things, or make great sacrifices ; but in ti/ery detail 
of daily life should seek God's glory (i Cor. x. 31). Can we take 
up language of Gal. ii. 20, and Phil. i. 20, 21 ? Are we bringing 
forth ** fruit unto holiness*? (Rom. vi. 22.) Living for Him who 
died for us ? (2 Cor. v. 15.) Constrained by love to Him who 
first loved us? (i John iv. 19.) Do any take knowledge of us? 
&c. (Acts iv. 13.; Are we living epistles? (2 Cor. iii. 2, 3.) 
Holding forth the " word of life" in our life ? (Phil. ii. 16.) Do 
men see by our conduct that there is in us a principle, a motive 
power, that there is not in those who know not the Lord ? And 
are they thereby led to glorify God in us ? (Matt v. 16.) Is the 
Lord our first Object in all things ? (Rom. xiv. 6-8 ; see also 
Col. ii. 6, 7.) Let each answer such questions to selves, as in 
sight of God. 

True tests as to whether we have " Life.*' If we have, then 
is Holy Spirit dwelling in us ; hence, power sufficient to glorify 
God in, &c. (i Cor. vi. 19, 20.) Let there be no doubt on the 
subject. Jesus not only gave His life to save us from eternal 
separation from God — which is hell — but also to purify and 
make us ^* zealous of," &c. (Tit. ii. 14.) ** Faith" without works 
" is dead" (Jas. ii. 17) ; and unless we are manifesting the life, 
there is reason to fear we have it not. 

Lastly, if we have Christ, we shall be looking for " the com- 
ing of the Lord," " Who is our Life," when we shall be " like 
Him," and "with Him manifested in glory" (Col. iii. 4 R.V.), 
and "this hope" furthermore tends to purification and "holi- 
ness " of hfe (i John iii. 2, 3, R.V. ; Heb. xii. 14). Hence, the 
subject very practical May the Lord bless it to each one. 



Vll. 

xrbc TODtcDDing Oatmcnt 

Matt xxii. zi-13, with Gen. iiu 2i. 

Lesson 5 presented sad scene — man's fall, entrance of sin, 
death, curse ; but ray of light in midst God's promise of 
Saviour. Lesson 6 told of forfeited life redeemed, and new 
life bestowed. To-day, bright scene, but dark spot in midst, 
ending in yet greater darkness ; while, at the same time, com- 
forting truth of how God in grace not only saves ^ but clothes 
His people, fitting them for His own presence. 

1. MARRIAGE FEAST. Generally a bright, gay scene, 
especially for king's son. People eager for invitations, and 
ready to accept ; but — not so here ! Those first " bidden " re- 
fuse to come, "make light of" the invitation, and gp "their 
ways" to attend to other matters ; even ill-treating the messen- 
gers sent to summon them. Hence, they were justly punished ; 
and the servants sent to call others, so " that the wedding was 
furnished with guests" (Matt. xxii. i-io). The Gospel was first 
sent to the Jews (Luke xxiv. 47), but they rejected it, persecuted 
and slew God's messengers (Acts vii. 59, viii. i, ix. i, 2, xii. 2). 
Then His judgments were poured out on their city and nation ; 
and God's servants were sent forth to the "highways" of the 
world, ^^., to the " Gentiles" — all nations (Acts xiii. 46) ; and 
numbers are gathered, " both bad and good." This represents 
the outward profession of Christianity, but something more 
is wanted, namely, a — 

% "WEDDING GARMENT." Suitable attire is needed 
for such occasions, especially for a royal wedding. But how 
can guests taken from the " highways " be fittingly clad ? And 
how can any in this world be fit to appear in the holy presence 
of the "King eternal"? (i Tim. i. 17.) Not one in himself. 
None can work out a righteousness that will fit them for such a 
presence. But — the Wedding Garment of Scripture is (i) A 
FREE GIFT. In Eastern countries a custom prevailed among 
the rich and great of providing, on such occasions, suitable gar- 
ments for guests, which custom was doubtless familiar to our 
Lord's hearers, who thus, through this parable, might be led to 
understand something of the love and grace of God in the 
"free gift" He bestows (Rom. vi. 23 R. V. ; 2 Cor. ix. 15). 
The same lesson taught in Eden as in this parable. The same 



The Wedding Garment iLf. 

God of love in both, providing clothing to fit the sinner to appear 
before Him. He finds him in wretchedness and nakedness (as 
Adam after fall) ; He washes, cleanses, anoints, and clothes, 
making him " perfect ** in the "comeliness*' of another (Ezek. 
xvi. 9-14 ; I Cor. vi. n ; Rev. v. 9 ; i John ii. 20, 27). Be- 
lievers, as ** priests,** are " clothed with righteousness," " com- 
plete in Him" — Christ (Ps. cxxxii. 9 ; Isa. Ixi. 10 ; i Pet. ii. 5, 9 ; 
Col. ii. 10) ; for what God provides is — 

(2) Effectual clothing. Adam's newly-awakened con- 
science could only tell him he was naked ; hence, after an 
ineffectual attempt to clothe himself^ he tried — but in vain — to 
hide from God. So with sinner, when conscience begins to 
speak. He feels he is unfit to appear before a holy God, and 
vainly tries to cover his sins with so-called good works, which 
are "as filthy rags" in God's sight (Isa. Ixiv. 6), and as ineffec- 
tual for clothing as Adam's apron of fig-leaves ; and, as he sees 
death approaching, and knows he has naught else to rest on, 
like Adam, he would fain hide from the dreaded presence of his 
offended God. But all who accept God's covering find it 
effectual^ because He provides it, and because it is founded on 
blood-shedding. The skins tell of blood shed, of animals slain, 
not for food (as that was not permitted till after the flood, Gen. 
i. 29, ix. 3), BUT— for SUBSTITUTIONARY sacrifice for those 
whose lives had been forfeited (Lesson 6). The skins spoke of 
salvation through atonement^ shadowed forth in the sacrifice, 
and of righteousness^ rendering the saved ones meet for God's 
presence. The claims of divine justice having been met — in 
type, — Adam and Eve stood in the value of that ransom \ and 
upon them was the virtue of One Who had met the demands 
of God for them. Just so now. The clothing God provides is 
founded on blood-shedding, the " precious blood " of " the Lamb 
of God" (i Pet. i. 18, 19; John i. 29; Rev. v. 6, 9), through 
which alone sinners are first justified^ and then reckoned, or 
accounted righteous before God ; because " the righteousness of 
God is unto and upon all them that believe" (Rom iii. 22-26, 
iv. 3, 5, 16, 23-25, V. 9, 18, 19, 21). Thus we see that — 

3. CHRIST IS THE TRUE WEDDING GARMENT. 
He is "the Lord our Righteousness " (Jer. xxiii. 6). " He 
of God is made unto us • . . righteousness," and believers are 
made " the righteousness of God in Him" (i Cor. i. 30 ; 2 Cor. 
v. 21). When God looked at Adam, He saw him in the coat 
of His own providing. When He looks at saved sinner. He 
sees him in Christ, " the Gift" of His love. To be thus clothed 
in "the righteousness of God," gives rest, peace, knowledge of 
acceptance " in the Beloved " (Eph. L 6), and fitness to appear 
before God. 
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Observe — the '< righteousness of God" in Rom. Hi. 21-26 
does not mean — as sometimes — ^the holiness of God ; but signi- 
fies that righteousness which God hath appointed and provided 
for man's salvation. It brings before us the work God has 
effected y^r us (2 Cor. v. 19-^1)9 more than actual holiness. 
The great plan of man's justification in a way honourable to 
God's character. Jesus obeyed as well as suffered: thus '' God 
made Him to be sin," that we *' might be made," &c., through 
God's free grace and marvellous love in the gift of His Son (i 
John iv. 9, 10), the RIGHTEOUS One : Substitute for sinful and 
guilty man. Thus God is "just," and yet " the Justifier of him 
which believeth in Jesus." But to avail, the Wedding Garment 

4. MUST BE PUT ON. The Greek word enduma {epBvfia) 
signifies something " put on ; " so Rom. xiii. 14, " Put ye on the 
Lord Jesus Christ." The same word as £ph. iv. 24 ; Col. iii. 
10, 12 ; Gal. iii. 27 ; the latter text showing that the believer 
puts on Christ when baptized— or immersed — into Him by the 
Holy Spirit (i Cor. xii. 13), i.^., when led by the Spirit to believe 
into Him. Faith is the hand that puts on the "wedding 
garment ; " power being given to stretch it forth (Mark iii. 5). 
Jerusalem arises to " put on her beautiful garments," when she 
accepts, and knows Jesus as Lord ; and then she will be called 
by His name (Isa. Iii. i ; Jer. xxxiii. 16). So the sinner when 
taught by Holy Spirit to know his own state as " black," "poor, 
blind, naked," &c. (Song i. 5 ; Rev. iii. 17), and to look to 
Jesus, by /aith apprehends God's satisfaction in the perfect 
work of Jesus ; appropriates to self said work as^^ him ; and 
enjoys all the benefits flowing therefrom ; having in Christ all 
that justice can demand, or God require, for full and eternal 
justification and sanctification. Saved by faith, through grace, 
and clothed in " garments of salvation," he is fitted to appear 
before God as was Adam in coat of skin. But all had not on 
wedding garment. See the — 

5. FATE OF MAN WITHOUT IT. Numerous "guests" 
were assembled at the wedding ; as now numbers flock to 
churches and chapels. But outward profession must be tested 
by possession of Christ. Who can test? Not man (Rom. xiv. 
12, 13 ; Matt xiii. 29, 30); God alone. The "King" detects. 
May escape the vigilance of the servants ; but not His all-search- 
ing eye (i Sam. xvi. 7 ; i Chron. xxviii. 9). This shows that 
Viant of "Wedding Garment" refers to state of heart— ^<t in- 
ward man— Christ "w/Mwi" (Ps. xlv. 13 ; li. 6 ; Rom. iii. 22 ; 
2 Cor. iv. 16 ; CoL i. 27). But man despises God's gracious 
provision in Christ, and prefers his own " rags " of self-righte- 
ousness (Rom. X. 3). It IS insulting to God to reject His " be- 
loved Son ; " and presumptuous to look for acceptance except 
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through Him. Some — who now appear to be awaiting Kmg, 
will — if not clad in Wedding Garment— be discarded when He 
comes. Too late then to put it on. Many " excuses " now 
(Luke xiv. 18), but no answer then — " speechless ! " And think 
of his fate ! " Outer darkness I " (See also Matt. viii. 12 ; Jude 
13.) Graphic words ! Who can tell their full meaning ? (i) 
No God of Light there ; hence darkness ; and if "men love 
darkness rather than light" here, "because their deeds are 
evil" (John iii. 19), can they deny God's justice in consigning 
them to darkness hereafter ? (2) No Saviour there ; hence 
darkness of remorse at having despised and rejected Him 
here. (3) No Holy Spirit there ; hence darkness of 
despair, at having resisted His pleading here. He has striven 
in vain. The Father's love, the Son's death in vain for that 
soul ! Ample provision had been made, but — he had refused 
it, and henceforth " outer darkness " must be his portion ; and 
"the weeping and gnashing of teeth" tell something of its 
hopeless, endless misery. No escape then : but now the 
" Wedding Garment " is freely offerea. Have you put it on ? 
Hesitate not, delay not ; for remember — 

6. WHAT SUITS MIND AND PURPOSE OF KING 
can alone be allowed; and that is Christ, the " beloved." 
In Him, God has perfect delight and satisfaction (Matt. iii. 17, 
xvii. 5 ; John xii. 28). Will He not suffice for you ? Reject 
Him not ! Think of His blood shed, of His agonies endured, 
to saweyou from that " outer darkness." Think of what it cost 
the Father's heart of love to give His Son ; and what love He 
had to the sinner, when He \<;ould save him from merited 
punishment of sin at such a sacrifice. Think of the Holy 
Spirit's pleading with your soul, as Jesus is held up before you-as 
a perfect and all-sufficient Saviour ; and let it not be in vain. 

No merit in accepting what so freely offered ; but its rejec- 
tion brings eternal misery. The sentence of " the King " — once 
pronounced — is irrevocable : but now He is dealing in grace 
(2 Cor. vi. 2), and in Christ you can have all you need. May 
you be led, even now, by the Holy Spirit's power, to stretch forth 
the hand of faith and put on the " Wedding Garment." 



VIII. 

Cain ant) Hbel : Zbc ipbarfsee ant) tbe ipub^ 
Ucan ; or, Ztnc (BtounD of Hcceptance* 

Gen. iv. 1-7 ; Luke xviii. 9-14. 

Deeply interestinpr and important is it to compnre Scripture 
with Scripture (2 Tim. iii. 16 ; Acts xvii. il ; I Cor. ii. 13), the 
Old Testament with the New, and the New with the Old, look- 
ing to the Holy Spirit's teaching to impart what God would 
have us to know. To "know" the Scriptures thus is to know 
Christ, of Whom they " testify ; " and those do err who " know " 
them "not" (John v. 39 ; Matt. xxii. 29). 

In Gen. iv. terrible proof of the effect of sin. First murder 
related. Not, however, intention of this lesson to dwell on 
Cain's crime, or the long list of murderers that have' followed in 
his train, or the punishment that befell Cain ; the object to-day 
being rather to look at — 

1. MAN AS A WORSHIPPER; for as such he is pre- 
sented both in the narrative and in the parable before us ; and 
in each we alike see the /alse and trug ground of acceptance. 
Cain and Abel were born of the same parents, brought up alike, 
equally outside of Eden, both taught, no doubt, the truth of Heb. 
ix. 22, that "without shedding," &c. ; but Abel had ^^faith^ 
(Heb. xi. 4), which Cain had not. Hence the difference in their 
offerings ; same difference in prayers of pharisee and publican 
from same cause. None of these characters represent the 
utterly godless, for all acknowledge God, and the necessity of 
worship ; but two approach Him on false grounds, and are not 
accepted ; two in His own divinely-appointed way, and are 
justified in His sight. 

% THE RELIGIONIST, or one on/«/x^ ground, is typified 
alike by Cain and the pharisee. Before the fall, man in inno- 
cence could approach God, and hold communion with Him ; 
but all was changed by fall. We have seen in previous lessons 
how sin separated from God, and how God in grace provided 
way by which sinners could again be " made nigh " (Eph. ii. 
13). That way, a sacrificed life— a substitutionary death — 
showing satisfaction made for sin, and procuring acceptance 
through faith in the same (Rom. iii. 25). 

No recognition of this fact in the worship of Cain or the 
pharisee. Both thought their own way as good, or better than 
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God's. Cain brought the fruit of a cursed ^2iX^ (Gen. iii. 17) ; 
and though, no doubt, he had worked for it, toil and trouble 
could not remove the curse. The pharisee likewise offers to 
God his workSy />., attention to minute observances of the law, 
and looks to those for acceptance. No acknowledgment of sinj 
his prayer only self-laudation : he trusted in himself that he 
was righteous, despising others. Human nature unchanged, 
though men boast of progress. Heart and mind the same as 
ever, till " renewed" by God's grace (Jer. xvii. 9 ; Ephes. iv. 17, 
18, 23 ; Col. iii. 10). As with Cain and the pharisee, so with 
men now. They seek to work their way back to God ; but see 
our Lord's words, John vi. 29, " This is the work of God, that 
ye believe on Him Whom He hath sent." Yes, " sent to be the 
Saviour of the world" (i John iv. 14). God's "righteousness" 
is set forth in the cross, man's in the sin-stained works of his 
own hands (Rom. x. 3, 4). Men may be outwardly conformed 
to religious observances ; like the pharisee, may thank God 
they are " not as other men," murderers, &c. ; but if trusting to 
such self-righteousness for salvation, they will find it false 
ground, which will recede from beneath their feet, and plunge 
them into an abyss of destruction. Men forget that — 

3. GOD'S STANDARD is different to man's. He searcheth 
the heart (i Chron. xxviii. 9, xxix. 17 ; 2 Chron. vi. 30 ; Jer. 
xvii. 10 ; Rev. ii. 23). " The Lord seeth not as man seeth " 
(i Sam. xvi. 7). He knows of evil thought, ready to become 
action (Jas. i. 15), anger leading to murder — as with Cain — 
(Matt. V. 21, 22 ; I John iii. 15), unlawful desire to theft, &c. 
He knows the temptations of each, and judges accordingly. 
Observe also, God's law one whole; therefore, if one command- 
ment broken, "guilty of all" (Jas. ii. 10). Not one person can 
say he has kept all during whole life ; therefore, hopeless 
to attempt to propitiate God by our own doings. Cain*s offer- 
ing not accepted, pharisee not justified ; so with every one who 
thinks to gain access to God by other means than Christ 
(Eph. ii. 18). Even if able to keep "whole law" during 
remainder of life, that could not atone for the past. Beware, 
then, of working./2?r, instead oifrom salvation ; but once saved 
^^bv grace^^ good works must follow (Eph. ii. 8-10 ; Jas. ii. 18, 
22;. Look now at the — 

4. TRUE WORSHIPPER, portrayed by Abel and pub- 
lican. Both were on sure ground ; a sacrificed life, " reconci- 
liation" madey "propitiation" for sin accomplished {^ Chron. 
xxix. 24 ; Dan. ix. 24 ; Eph. ii. 16 ; Heb. ii. 17 ; i John ii. 2) ; 
and this — God's divinely-appointed way — told of pardon and 
acceptance ; while, how the sinner becomes a worshipper is us 
unmistakably shown in (i) Abel's offering: "the firstlings. 
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of his flock and the fat thereof," typifying "the Lamb of God" 
and His excellencies (see Ps. xxxvii. 20, marg. ^^ preciousness of 
lambs"). Jesus is the Antitype of every sacrifice and offering 
since the fall (Heb. ix. 5, 12, 14). The " Lord had respect unto 
Abel and to his offering^^ He testified " of his gifts^^ because 
the " offering " and the " gifts " shadowed forth the " unspeak- 
able Gift," God's wondrous Gift of love to a guilty world (2 
Cor. ix. 15 ; John iii. 16), and to present Him to the Father is 
acceptable worship. The same truth taught in the — 

(2) Publican's prayer. See in it Humility: he stands 
" afar off." Self -abasement : " would not lift up," &c. Acknow- 
ledgment of sin : calling himself " a sinner," or, as it might be 
translated, ^ the sinner," as if he were "the chief of sinners" 
(i Tim. i. 15), or the only one confronted with a holy God, Who 
cannot " look on iniquity" (Hab. i. 13) ; but he casts himself 
simply and entirely on . the mercy and grace (Le., unmerited 
favour) of Him who has provided di propitiation for sin. 

(3) The Mercy Seat in tabernacle of old was sprinkled 
with the blood of animals slain on day of atonement (Lev. xvi.), 
and that blood witnessed to sin put away — typically — by the 
sacrifice offered, and accepted by God ; and on that ground 
man could approach and become a worshipper, the " continual 
burnt-offering" testifying to the same truth (Ex. xxix. 38-42). 
The publican's words show his recognition of this mighty and 
comforting truth. They might be rendered, " Be propitiated 
to me the sinner" (Luke xviii. 13 R.V., marg.); for the word 
comes from the same root, as Propitiatory or " Mercy-seat," and 
is different from that used in Matt. ix. 27, where the " Have 
mercy" means more, pity, compassion. Jesus is the true 
Mercy-seat or Propitiation (Rom. iii. 25 ; i John ii. 2). " By 
His own blood He entered in once into the holy place," i,e.^ 
heaven (Heb. ix. 12), and that blood tells of God's acceptance 
of His " finished " work, and of the ground, the only ground, on 
which believers may "draw near" — as worshippers — " with a 
true heart, in full assurance of faith " (Heb. x. 19-22). Abel, the 
publican, on right ground ; Cain, the pharisee, on false. All 
must come as sinners^ pleading Christ's finished work, whereby 
alone God can " be propitiated^^ i,e,^ merciful, in accordance 
with satisfied justice. There is — 

5. ONLY ONE " WAY" of approach to God, appointed by 
Himself, and no other is possible (John xiv. 6). Many think 
to do their best^ and then trust to God's mercy; but it cannot bq 
separated from His justice. God's " way " is honourable to 
Himself (Lesson 7), but man thinks it too humiliating to come 
as a sinner, or " the sinner " to be saved by the only Saviour, 
Jesus, and forgets the fearful consequences of dying in unpar- 
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doned sin, namely, '* everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord^ j(2 Thess. i. 9 ; Lesson 50). Look at Gen.-iv. 13, 14, 
Cain " hid " from the face of the Lord, says his punishment is 
mater than he can bear I None can realise what it will be. 
But how many, on the other hand, can testify to the blessedness 
and joy of Gods presence on earth — a foretaste of heaven. They 
realise something of His promise to Moses (Ex, xxxiii. 14}, as 
He cheers, sustains, counsels, guides His people on their pil- 
grimage, till they reach the "rest" that "remaineth" (Heb, 
iv. 9). Important question to all — 

6. ON WHICH GROUND ARE YOU? the true or the 
false ? On one or the other are all present. Are you, like Cain, 
preferring your own way to God's ? Like the pharisee, trusting 
to certain duties performed — church-going, or other religious 
observances ? There are many religionists now on earth, but 
sacraments and services without Christ are of no avail. How 
many mistake the sign for the thing signified; the shadow for 
the substance : but there can be ;{^ justification, »^ acceptance, 
no true worship, unless the blessed truth has been applied to 
your own soul through the operation of the Holy Spirit, and by 
faith apprehended, — that the " Lord hath laid on Him " — Jesus 
— "the iniquity of us all" (Isa. liii. 6). Do not trust to self- 
righteousness, but come as sinners, trusting in Jesus, and God 
will then testify of your " gifts" as of Abel's. Faith was want- 
ing in Cain. God said, " Sin lieth at the door," sin-olTering, as 
some render it, /.^., sacrifice at hand, but he had not faith to 
accept God's provision, as Abel had. So now, Jesus the true 
sin-offering, Who was "made sin" (Heb. xiii. 11, 12 ; 2 Cor. 
V. 21), is " at the door " (Rev. iii. 20), for each to accept. What 
more could God give than a perfect Saviour, and that Saviour 
His own Son ? What more could the sinner have than the 
full provision made by God in Christ? (Isa. liii. 10, 12.) May 
the Holy Spirit reveal Him to each soul here who knows Him 
not, and make Him known more fully to those who do. 



IX. 

xrbe Hew 3Bittb» 

John Hi. l-i8, i. 12, 13 ; Jas. I 18 ; I Pet. i. 23. 

One of the most important truths in the Bible, to be considered 
to-day, namely, how entrance may be obtained " into the king- 
dom of God." It is a matter which relates to the personal 
salvation of each soul, and therefore of the deepest moment 
to each. 

In Eden God reigned supreme, and the creature held com- 
munion with the Creator, till Satan entered, usurped God's 
authority, induced man to believe him rather than God, and 
thus led to sin, and consequently death, — by reason of separa- 
tion from God, the Source of life (see Lessons 5, 6) — and expul- 
sion from the earthly paradise. 

1. GOD "DROVE OUT THE MAN,** and "a flaming 
sword turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life'' 
(Gen. iii. 22-24), that man might not eat thereof in his fallen 
state, and live for ever in frail tabernacle — " body of sin,"— 
(Rom. vL 6), with curse around. This was mercy, and shows that 
" God is love." Love also dictated that revelation to fallen 
man, which pointed to death and resurrection of " the Seed " of 
the woman (Gen. iii. 15 ; Heb. ii. 14; i Cor. xv. 21), wherein 
life could be found, beyond the power of death : and those who 
are united to the "crucified," risen, and "exalted" Saviour 
(Acts ii. 22-24, 32, 33) can feed on Him, the "tree of life." 
Jesus is the " Seed " that died to save (John xii. 24). Jesus is the 
** Tree of Life," Who lives to sustain the life of saved ones (Rev. 
i. 18 ; John vi. 57). 

But how is this union effected? The whole human race died 
in Adam, the federal head. All are born in sin (Rom. iii. 10, 
12, V. 12); "flesh," /.^., fallen, old Adam nature, "cannot 
please God ; " it is utterly corrupt (Gen. vi. 5, with Ps. liii. 2, 3, 
ixxiii. 8 ; Rom. vii. 18, viii. 7, 8; Gal. v. 19-21). How, then, 
can any such be united to Holy Jesus, and " enter the king- 
dom of God ?" Our Lord Himself gives the answer — 

2. "YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN," or "anew," or afresh, 
or " from above" (see John iii. 3 R.V., also ver. 31, where same 
word is translated "from above"). No patching up of the old 
nature will do ; there must be a new nature implanted. That 
which is " of the earth " remains " earthy," that which is born 



The New Birth. 35 

of the flesh is or remains "flesh** (i Cor. xv. 47, 48; John 
iii. 6). Nothing but the new birth will suffice. Twice this truth is 
enforced by our Lord (vs. 3, 5), and its deep importance shown 
by repetition of words " Verily, verily." Words of incalculable 
import to man, and of deep blessing, when by grace given to 
apprehend their meaning. <* Verily" is the same word (in 
Greek) as " Amen ;" Jesus is the "Amen" (Rev. iii. 14), and 
"all the promises of God in Him are Yea, and in Him Amen" 
(2 Cor. i. 20). It is, as if Jesus had said, I, " the God of truth," 
or "Amen" (Isa. Ixv. 16), say to you, " Except a man be born 
again," &c. A truth thus stated is incontrovertible ; and God 
alone can give this new nature, suited to His kingdom, and 
without which no man can "see," or " enter" therein. 

Nicodemus went to Jesus as a great *^ Teacher," a learned 
" Rabbi," just as many speak of Him in these days, but who, like 
Nicodemus, do not know Him as the " Son of God," yea, God 
Himself (Lesson 2). Nicodemus, being a " ruler," was ashamed 
to go to Jesus by day, as if he, a teacher, were going to be 
taught (changed later, see John vii. 50, xix. 39) ; but he went 
under cover of night, hoping to get instruction of a superior 
kind, probably expected to hear some learned discourse, just 
as men now like to listen to clever, eloquent sermons ; and as 
the first words of our Lord startled Nicodemus, so are people 
startled now, when this same truth is first put before them, 
" How can a man be born when he is old?" asks Nicodemus. 
He thought only of the natural birth, the birth of the body ; 
but of what avail a repetition of that, if it could take place ? 
There would be still the old Adam, sinful nature, "the flesh ;" 
of tvhich it is said so emphatically, " They that are in the flesh 
cannot please God:" whereas our Lord spoke of a spiritual 
nature. 

3. " BORN OF THE SPIRIT." This may appear incom- 
prehensible now, as it did to Nicodemus then, and men may 
ask, as he did, "How can these things be?" It is humbling 
also to proud heart of man to hear that there is nothing in him 
that God can accept, for he is always proudly imagining that 
he can do something whereby to gain heaven ; he vainly sup* 
poses he can work his way back to God, to the position from 
which Adam fell ; but this is a fatal mistake. Every good thing 
Cometh "from above" (Jas. i. 17); and therefore it is only in 
the new nature, given " from above," that a man can do any- 
thing "well-pleasing to God" (Phil. iv. 17, 18; Heb. xiii. 21, 
both addressed to believers) ; for what comes "from above" will 
work its way upwards, even as water which finds its own level* 

But how is this birth of the Spirit effected ? See passages at 
the head of the lesson. These show it is through the instru- 
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mentality of " the Word " — ^the written Word, which testifies 
of Jesus, the embodied or living " Word." The Word quickens, 
or gives life (Ps. cxix. ^o). By the preaching of the Gospel souls 
are begotten (i Cor. iv. 15). The "incorruptible" seed sown 
(Luke viiL ii, 15 ; i Pet. i. 23) in hearts prepared of the Lord 
(Acts xvi. 14), and watered by the Holy Spirit, springs up into 
life. The Holy Spirit's work in the sinner is to reveal the 
Saviour's ^oxVfor him, and the Father's love to him, shown in 
the gift of His Son (Rom. v. 8) ; and through His constraining 
power the sinner is led to accept His testimony — look with the 
eye of faith at Jesus "lifted up" (John iii. 15, 16, xiL 32, 33), 
and receive Him into the heart. Thus is he quickened by the 
Spirit (John vu 63; Jas. L 18 ; i John v. l), "born" or 
begotten of God, becomes a child of God, partaker " of the 
Divine nature" (John i. 12 ; 2 Pet i. 4), and, united to Christ 
(i Cor. xii. 13), "a new creature" — or creation — "/« Christ" 
(2 Cor. V. 17 R.V., marg. ; GaL vi. 15). In Adam, the first 
man, we have sin, disobedience, death, inherited in natural 
birth. In Christ, " the second Man," the " Lord from heaven" 
(i Cor. XV. 47), life, obedience, righteousness, imparted in new 
or spiritual birth. The two not mixed, but quite separate. In 
Christ, two distinct natures, the Divine and the human. In 
the believer, likewise two natures, " flesh " and " spirit." Jesus, 
as man, was on earth ; as God, in heaven (John iii. 13) : so 
now, believer in body, on earth ; in spirit, with Christ " in the 
heavenlies " (Eph. i. 3, ii. 6). Jesus now in heaven as man, 
in " the glory of God" (Acts viL 55) ;• as God, filling all space. 
Thus God, in the Person of Christ, having descended to earth, 
raises manhood up to God (Ephes. iv. 9, 10} ; and thus is 
restored to new-born soul, the fellowship destroyed by fall 
(i John i. 1-3), and God and man meet in Christ. 

4. ACTION OF SPIRIT MYSTERIOUS. It is compared 
to wind (John iiL 8), and the same Greek word is used to ex- 
press both. At Pentecost (Acts ii.) the Holy Spirit came as 
" mighty rushing wind." In Ezek. xxxvii. 9 (though primarily 
referring to the resuscitation of the nation Israel), the wind 
typifies the Holy Spirit softly breathing life into dead souls; 
just as " the Lord God breathed" into the inanimate clay when 
Adam " became a living soul " (Gen. ii. 7 ; Lesson 4). The 
Lord directs the wind to fulfil " His word " (Ps. cxlviii. 8) ; so 
with the "Spirit" sent by the Son" from the Father" (John 
XV. 26). The cause is hidden, but the effects are seen ; some- 
times in gentle influences, like soft, refreshing breezes, infusing 
new life into invalid ; at others, mighty and powerful to up- 
rooting Satan from heart, and " pulling down of strongholds " 
(2 Cor. X. 4), even as great tempest uproots gigantic trees, or 
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throws down strong piles of building. Such results clearly show 
what power has been at work ; and so with one " born of the 
Spirit,** — the results must be seen, and these are — Conformity to 
Christ (Rom. viii. 29) ; hatred to sin (i John iii. 9) ; victory 
over the world (i John v. 4). Tastes, dispositions, occupations, 
affections, desires, sanctified by indwelling Spirit (i Tim. 
iv. 4, 5 ; 2 Tim. ii. 21), and directed to new object, /.^., "glory 
of God" (i Cor. X. 31). "All things are become new'* (2 Cor. 
v. 17). Senses, talents, time, all differently employed. Motive 
power hidden f'rom view, but results visible. " Not I, but 
Christ ** (Gal. iL 20). His life is manifested in the believer ; the 
new life, in the one born anew. But very important question — 

5. HAVE YOU BEEN "BORN AGAIN"? Unless some 
of the above tokens are visible, it is to be feared the change has 
not been wrought in you ; but remember, nought else can avail. 
No rites, ceremonies, sacraments, or outward reformation can 
save ; there must be the "new creation in Christ." Blessed be 
God, the Gospel is still " the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth " (Rom. i. 16). Believe^ receive^ much 
alike (see again John i. 12, 13, iii. 15, 16 ; Acts xvi. 31). Jesus 
knocks at heart ; will you receive Him "joyfully," as Zaccheus 
did ? (Luke xix. 6), as " the heaven, , . . until the times of restitu- 
tion," &c. (Acts iii. 21). Have you faith in Jesus, " the Word," 
Who was "made flesh," that as " the Seed" He might die, and 
bring forth much fruit to the "glory of God" — many sons to 
glory (Heb. ii. 10)? And those who are "born again" are to 
reckon, or account themselves " dead to sin," — having died in 
Him when He died, and with Him when they believed — " but 
alive unto God," &c. (Rom. vi. 11.) Mark well importance of 
subject. Don't say too deep ; to human understanding true ; 
but God reveals " deep things " by His Spirit (i Cor. ii. 10, 1 1) ; 
not to self-satisfied, worldly-wise, but to humble, earnest seeker 
after truth and salvation. With " poor and contrite " He pro- 
mises to dwell (Isa. Ivii. 15). The Holy Spirit promised to all 
who ask (Luke xi. 13). Life eternal to whosoever believeth. 
New birth thus within reach of all who hear Gospel. As Spirit 
moved on face of waters (Lesson i : Gen. i. 2), so now moving 
on dark waters of world to infuse life into all who will, and to 
dwell in heart that opens to receive Jesus, to sanctify and fit 
for glorious inheritance prepared above. Humbling truth as 
to utter corruptness of old Adam nature ; wondrous provision 
made in new, in which the one born " from above " may hold 
communion with God as Adam did before fall. 

May the Holy Spirit work mightily in those now gathered. 



Gen, V. 22-24 ; Heb. xi. 5 ; Col. ii. 6. 

This should be the outcome or result of new birth (Lesson 9), 
for change of heart must lead to change of life. Very practical 
subject for those who have received "life/' or the new nature ; 
but while the subject of the believer's walk is before ys, may the 
Holy Spirit touch the hearts of those — if any — present who 
have not been " born again/' and lead them to the Saviour's 
feet, that from now they may begin— 

1. THE WALK WITH GOD. It was not easy in Enoch's 
time, nor is it easy now. In Enoch's day it might have been 
called Cain's world, for it was full of his descendants (Gen. 
iv. 16-24). He was " of that wicked one ; " and the world now 
" lieth in the wicked — or evil— one ; " for Satan is ** the god of 
this world" (i John iii. 12, v. 19 R.V.; 2 Cor. iv. 4). There were 
new inventions, manufactories, musical instruments, much to 
engross men then as now ; but — God was not in all their thoughts. 
Too often, alas ! it is the same now. Men are too much taken 
up with the things of time — business, pleasure, arts, science, 
politics, trade, &c. — to mind their soul's salvation, or think of 
their soul's danger ; and so, just as in Enoch's day, they turn a 
deaf ear when the return of the Lord or coming judgments are 
spoken of (Jude 14 ; 2 Thess. i. 7-10). 

Cain had an outward form of worship, but he had substituted 
his own way for God's (Lesson 8), and so it is with many now ; 
they follow some outward form of religion, while they know 
nothing of the change of heart, — the new birth, — and they scoff 
at those who, like Enoch, are walking with God— as the Lord's 
people are called to do — in the midst of the sin and worldliness 
around. And observe the full meaning of the term, walking 
with God. It is to live above the standard, not only of people 
in general, and those who make no pretence of religion, but 
above Christians in general, above those among whom there is 
much profession of religion. 

See how the " walk " is described in Scripture : — 

(i) " Walk in the Light," " as children of the Light ; " for 
** God is Light," and calls His people " out of darkness into His 
marvellous light " (i John i. 7, 5 : Eph. v. 8 ; i Pet. ii. 9). 

(2) " In Love," for " God is love." There must be love to 
Him, to His people, to our brother, &c., founded on His love to 
us, manifested in His **Gift" of love (Eph. v. 2 ; i John iv. 
7-21, ii. 10). 
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(3) In Newness of Life (Rom. vi. 4), having received new 
life, must not walk in old one. If *' dead indeed unto sin," and 
••alive unto God" (vs. i, 11), must live to Him, 

(4) Worthy of Vocation (Eph. iv. i). Truly a high one, 
to be " sons of God" (i John iii. i ; Rom. viii, ic ; Gal. iv. 6) ; 
by virtue of union with Christ, who is '' not ashamed to call 
them brethren" (Heb. ii. 11). 

(5) "In Christ" ^Col. ii. 6), which is impossible till you 
have " received^* Him (Col. ii. 6 ; Lesson 10). Those who have^ 
are in Him, and He in them (John xvii. 22 ; 2 Cor. v. 17 ; CoL 
i. 27), and they have power to walk. 

(6) "After the Spirit" (Rom. viii. 4-16) teaches how this 
can be ; and that the true secret of ihe walk with God is to be — 

2. INDWELT BY THE HOLY SPIRIT (i Cor. iii. 16, 
vi. 19). One " born of " (John iiL 5) and indwelt by the Holy 
Spirit, has, in himself, the witness of sonship, and full power to 
walk as described above ; and further, bringing forth " the 
fruit of the Spirit " (Gal. v. 22) which should characterise this 
walk. And " the fruit of the Spirit " is — 

(i) Love, already spoken of. (2) Joy, under all circum- 
stances, because they " have received the atonement ; " because 
they "know the joyful sound" (Hab. iii. 17, 18; Phil. iv. 4 ; 
Rom. V. II ; Ps. Ixxxix. 15). (3) Peace, the result of justifica- 
tion **by faith 1" (Rom. v. i.) Because Jesus "made peace 
through the blood of His cross," because " He is our peace," 
and our Heavenly Father is "the God of peace" (CoL i. 20; 
Eph. ii. 14 ; Rom. xvi. 20 ; 2 Thess. iii. 16. (4, 5, 6) " Long- 

SUFFERING, GENTLENESS, GOODNESS," attributes of God, which 

He would have His people share and exhibit, when made par- 
takers of the Divine nature, by virtue of union with Himself 
(£x. xxxiv. 6 ; Matt, xviii. 21, 22 ; 2 Sam. xxii. 36 ; Ps. xviiL 
35)* (7) Faith, because of God's faithfulness and promises 
assured in Christ, and by His oath (Heb. x. 23, vi. 17-19; 2 
Cor. i. 20). (8) Meekness, see Jesus (Matt. xi. 29, xxi. 5), and 
hear Him pronounce the meek " blessed " (Matt. v. 5). (9) 
Temperance, or self-control (see 2 Pet. i. 6, marg. R.V.), as 
becomes a soldier of Christ (i Cor. ix. 25). 

There are yet further marks of walk with God, none of 
which can be attained, except through the energising power of 
the indwelling Spirit (Phil. ii. 13). These are separation 

(2 Cor. vi. 17, 18), SELF-DENIAL (Matt. xvi. 24), HOLINESS (l 

Pet. i. 15, 16 ; Heb. xii. 14), TENDERNESS (Eph. iv. 32), ZEAL 
(2 Cor. vii. II, ix. 2), patience (Heb. vi. 12, x. 36), faithful* 
NESS (Matt. XXV. 21,) UNCOMPROMISING DECISION (Jas. i. 6). 

Folly, indeed, would it be for any to think to attain any* 
thing like such a standard in their own strength.. Such aa 

D 
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attempt could oilJy result in utter failure. But through Christ 
all is possible (Phil. iv. 13 ; Gal. ii. 20). ''Not I, but CHRIST." 
Self put aside, forgotten, crucified. Every thought brought 
into subjection (2 Cor. x. 5); every affection and desire con- 
secrated to Him who '' loved mei^ &c. God walking in the 
believer (i Cor. vi. 16^, then can he walk with God. One 
grand underlying principle in "walk" is — 

3. FAITH, already seen to be fruit of Spirit. Enoch was 
example of, and believer must " walk by " (2 Cor. v. 7). Having 
trusted God for salvation, he must likewise trust Him to keep 
from sin, to glory (i Pet. i. 5). He must trust Him every step 
of the way, in every difficulty that arises ; and such trust — in 
Him Who cannot lie. Who changeth not (Numb, xxiii. ip ;. 
Mai. iii. 6) — can be understood, enjoyed, and acted upon by 
the weakest believer. No learning necessary. God reveals 
rather to babes than to wise (Matt. xi. 25 ; i Cor. i. 26-29). 
Faith removes mountains, and overcomes the world (Matt, 
xvii. 20 ; I John v. 4, 5). Another necessity is — 

4. AGREEMENT, For God asks, " Can two walk together 
except they be agreed ? " (Amos iii. 3) and we may well ask, 
How can man be agreed with God ? Impossible, ////he knows 
Him in Christ, having "received the atonement" or recon- 
ciliation (Rom. v. 10, 11; 2 Cor. v« 18) ; that is, been made one 
with Christ, as Christ with God. Then only can he have the 
mind of God about ''His anointed^^ — His Christ. God loves 
Him (Matt, iii. 17, xvii. 5), so must we ; and how fail to do so 
when we know what He has done for us ? God accepts His 
sacrifice; we must believe He does so (John iii. 15, 16), and 
we must have the mind of Christ (Phil ii. 5), for the Lord 
dweUeth with the humble (Isa. Ivii. 15). This agreement will 
lead to another blessed result, which must ch^acterise the 
walk of the true child of God, i,e, — 

5. COMMUNION. God speaks to us in His Word, so it 
must be our study ; that we may know His mind and will 
(Josh. i. 8 ; Ps. cxix. 9, 11, 105, 133, 148). We speak to Him 
in prayer, claiming fulfilment of promises in Word ; and seek- 
ing daily guidance in everything small or great Without 
much prayer, no communion. By it and God's Word, com- 
munion is maintained, and therein lies the secret of power 
(Rom. xii. 12 ; Eph. vi. 18 ; Phil. iv. 6 ; Col. iv. 2 ; I Thess* 
V. 17 ; I Tim. ii. 8 ; i Pet. iii. 12 ; Jude 20). Once more — 

a " LOOKING UNTO JESUS" (Heb. xii. 2). As look for 
salvation nsa.xlv. 22), so for (i) guidance, by eye, by counseli 
for He is "Counsellor" (Ps. xxxii. 8, xvi. 7, Ixxiii. 24 ; Isa. ix.6X 
Safe, when eye on Tesus ; when not, begin to sink-^as did Peter 
(Matt. xiv. 28-31). Look to Him also as (2) *' example!' 
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(i Pet. ii. 21; I Thess. i. 6). Our will must be subject to God's, 
as His was ; whatever it entailed (Ps. xl. 8 ; PhiL ii. 8 ; John 
y, 30, vi. 38, vil 17 ; Luke xxii. 42 5 Heb. xii. 2). Jesus — as 
man — set Jehovah always before Him ; and we — if the Lord's 
people — should set Jehovah-Jesus before ;us (Ps. xvi. 8 ; Eph. 
V. i). He ^^ pleased not Himself^ (Rom. xv. 3), nor should we. 
Our one object in life should be the glory of God ; and comfort 
to know — as all are not called to do jrs?i«/ things — ^that this may 
be carried out in all small details of daily life (i Cor. x. 31), 
which makes this subject ^^%tXi\Ss^y practicaL If heart full of 
love to God, it will be so ; if divided between God and the 
world, impossible. Lastly, look at — 

7. THE REWARD. How God promises to honour those 
who honour Him ^i Sam. ii. 30). This He did to Enoch ; why 
not to you ? Enoch's name — as others — handed down in God^ 
Word as example of faith (Heb. xi. ; Matt. 3bv. 28, viii. 10), as 
having "pleased God ;" while of another it is said, "she hath 
done what she could'' (Mark xiv. 8, 9). Do you not long for 
such honour? that Jesus should own you? that God should 
testify of you ? Enoch witnessed fbr Himy and those who do 
likewise shall receive like testimony. Walking with God, as 
did Enoch, gives power to stand alone as he did ; resting on 
assured knowledge of salvation in and through Christ, filled 
with lov€ to Him, and looking for His return (i Thess. i. 10). 
Enoch prophesied of second coming ; of which we — who know 
He came the first time — should not doubt, as many do, though 
certain of fulfilment, firsty^r, and then with His people (i Thess. 
iv. 15-17 ; Jude 14 ; Rev. xix. 11-14 ; Lesson 11). What if the 
walk now entail suffering, shame, contempt, loss of friends, or 
position — as it sometimes may — with such a glorious prospect 
in store? (see Matt. xvi. 26; 2 Cor. iv. 17.) To have God for 
companion through life, enough to fill every aching void, employ 
every energy and talent while here, with bright prospect of 
walking with Him "in white" hereafter (Rev. iii. 4). Oh ! to 
begin walk in youth ; then, if Lord tarry, a whole lifetime to 
serve and witness for Him, with an ever-readiness and longing 
for His return. Say not the standard is too high, for it is 
God's. Does it seem too much to undertake ? Remember God 
only asks one step atatime^ and He holds " right hand," saying 
"/f^r not," &c. (Isa. xli. 13). Any here, in whom new life 
dawning and anxious to begin " walk," be not discouraged if 
old nature crops up (Rom. vii. 21, 22 ; Gal. v. 17), ample provi- 
sion in Christ to meet "<i// your need" (Phil. iv. 19), and to 
make you "more than conquerors," or abundant conquerors 
(Rom. viii. 37), "through Him that loved," and loves you stilL 
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xrbe XTtansfiflutation ; or, ** Ibeat se l)im/* 

Matt, xviu i^ ; Luke ix. 28-35 ; Heb. i. i, 2. 

Grand and glorious scene ! Past, present, and future brought 
before mind's eye. In Abel's offering saw typified the sacrifice 
of Christ, which is foundation of faith ; in Enoch's translation, 
mind carried forward to His coming again, which is '^ blessed 
hope" of the Church (Tit ii. 13) ; while the walk with God takes 
in time between. 

In Lesson 10 dwelt on walk ; now, look to bright prospect 
l^eyond, as incentive to walk, and may the Holy Spirit so lead 
iis to contemplate it as pictured by scene on Mount, that it may 
truly be an incentive to each one present. The transfiguration, 
besides being an accomplished fact in the past, gives us both a 
picture of the future and practical teaching for present. That 
It gives a — 

1, PICTURE OF Future is shown by 2 Pet. i. 16-18, 
and Luke ix. 27. It represents coming kingdom of ^Ae Christ 
(Rev. xi. 15 ; Ps. xxii. 27, 28, Ixvii. 4), when Israel shall be chief 
of nations on earth (Isa. ii. 2, 3 ; Zech. ii. 11, 12, viii. 20-23), 
here represented by the three Apostles, as are Gentile nations 
by the multitude below ; and the Church in glory — typified by 
Moses and Elias — shall reign with the Lord. Casting out 
demoniac (Matt, xviu 15-18J may picture the casting out of 
"all things that offend*' (Matt xiii. 41) previous to the Lord's 
reign in righteousness, and " the devil's " or demon's conduct 
(Luke ix. 39, 42) a foreshadowing of Satan's " great wrath." 
when "he knoweth he hath but a short time" (Rev. xii. 12). 
Into details of the coming "kingdom," do not enter to-day, 
desiring rather to look more particularly at scene on Mount, as 
it concerns believers now. Much teaching there, if the Holy 
Spirit convey it to heart. First, as to — 

(i) The coming of the Lord for His people," which 
must precede reign, and should be " hope " of every true Chris- 
tian. No sooner Jesus taken up to heaven than the promise of 
return — made by Himself (John xiv. 3), was confirmed by angels 
(Acts i. 11) ; and this prospect was ever kept before the eyes of 
believers in apostles' days (see i Thess. i. 9, 10, iv. 13-17) ; the 
latter written to console sorrowing Christians, who feared that 
friends who had died would lose this happiness in store for 
themselves. But not so ; now told that saints left on earth, 
when the Lord returns, should no\. precede (see R.V.) the sleep- 
ing ones : who shall first be raised ; then the living changed ; 
and " caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air." See further, Phil. iii. 20, 21, and i Cor. xv. 
23, 42-44, 51-55 : where read of glorious transformation to take 
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place in the Lord's people, whether sleeping "in Jesus" — ^to 
which latter refers, or alive when He comes— of which former 
tells. *' Moses and Elias appeared in glory," and so shall all 
who have known and loved Jesus as their Saviour on earth. 
Elijah — who, like Enoch, was taken to heaven without dying-* 
is fitting tvpe and earnest of these living saints, who will be 
" changed " in a moment ; " while Moses represents the " dead 
in Christ,** who will rise at His coming.* This name signifies 
drawn outs they will be drawn out of their graves, as they hear 
the voice of the " Son of man," even as Lazarus did, and " came 
forth " (John v. 28, xi. 43, 44). This is — 

(2) The first resurrection ; which is to take place at the 
beginning of the millennium, and all who have taken part in it 
wiU "reign with Him" — Christ — "a thousand years" (Rev. 
XX. 6). It is called "the resurrection of the just" (Luke xiv. 
14), and "resurrection yr^»« the dead" (Luke xx. 35). Ob- 
serve, not " ofy^ as if only one general resurrection, but " from " 
or from among, and only "they that are Christ's" will "be 
accounted worthy" to obtain it. See how earnestly St. Paul 
desired to attain to it (Phil. iii. 11). So should we. Is it so ? 
Again, it is "the resurrection of life^ (John v. 29) ; for Jesus is 
" the Resurrection and the Life " (John xi. 25), and union with 
Him through the Spirit can alone give title to it. 

There is another resurrection, uc, "of the unjust" (Acts xxiv. 
15) "to judgment" (John v. 29 R.V.) a thousand years later; 
when the wicked dead shall stand before the "great white 
throne " to be judged " according to their works " (Rev. xx.11, 
12), because they have not trusted in the blood of Jesus to wash 
away their sins. Naught but that can fit for His presence and 
glory. May the Holy Spirit lead all present to " wash their 
robes," &c. (Rev. vii. 14), that all may be ready "to meet the 
Lord" when He comes; be "manifested" or "appear "with 
Him (Col. iii. 4 R.V.; i John iii. 2 R.V.; Heb. ix. 28) ; ''have 
right to the tree of life, and enter," &c. (Rev. xxii. 14 R.V.) 

Glorious prospect indeed 1 To " be with " and " like " Jesus 
for ever I Now, look at — 

2. PRACTICAL TEACHING for present in mountain 
scene. Chief lesson — 

(i) "Hear ye Him." Thus spake voice from cloud. In 
the three who appeared in glory on the Mount, we have the 
law, the prophets, and the gospel. Moses represents the law, 
which God spake in thunders from Sinai. Elijah, the pro- 

* The vford parousia (xapovffto) in 2 Pet. i. 16 means also *' presence^** 
is so rendered in marg. of R.V., and is always used to denote "the com- 
ing of the Lord" /or Nis people, or "presence" with them 'Mn the air," 
previous to the appearing or manifestation {eriipareia) and revelation 
(axoicaXi/^ts). 
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phets, by whom God spake through many generations. These 
tell of the past, and both alike point to Jesus, Who, while the 
embodiment of the one and fulfilment of the other, is in Him* 
self the Gospel, being the " gift of God " in grace, to perishing 
sinners (2 Cor. ix. 15 ; John i. 17, iii. 16, iv. 10 ; i John iv. 10), 
And now, God speaks through Him, and says to each of us, 
" Hear ye Him" (Luke xxiv. 27 ; Heb. i. i, 2). 

(a) " The Law was our schoolmaster" (Lesson xli.) till " the 
Seed," i,e.y Christ, should come (Gal. iii. 19-26). " By the law 
is the knowledge of sin " (Rom. iii. 20), and by showing its guilt 
and malignity it enhances value of '* the grace of God, and the 
gift by grace" (Rom. v. 15), i,e,y Christ, Who perfectly obeyed 
Liw, which could not be abrogated (Matt. v. 18), and then 
"suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust, that He might bring 
us to God" (i Pet. iii. 18). *' Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth" (Rom. x. 4); and 
those who are in Christ are no longer under a " schoolmaster," 
but in the full liberty of the Gospel (Gal. v. i). 

{b) The Prophets wrote of Jesus — as moved by the Holy 
Ghost (2 Pet. i. 21)— of His Person, work, humiliation, glory, 
oneness with Father, both God and man. Prophet to be heard. 
Saviour to die, King to reign (Isa. liii. ; Zech. ix. 9, xii. la, 
xiii. 7 ; Jer. xxiii. 5, 6 ; Mic. v. 2 ; Deut. xviii. 15-19, with John 
i. 45 ; Dan. be 26 ; John xi. 50-52 ; Isa. xxxii. i). Jesus ap- 
peals to prophetical Scriptures, to show how all must be accom- 
plished in and by Him (Luke xviii. 31-33, xxii. 37 ; Matt. xxvi. 
53, 54); and as all was perfectly fultilled as to first coming, in 
its most minute details, so will it be as to second. Meanwhile 
"Hear ye Him," as He reveals the Father— shows His One- 
ness with Him— our need of new birth — His perfect salvation, 
and rest (John i. 18, xiv. 9-1 1, iii. 3, 5» x. 17, 30, xv. 13 ; Matt, 
xi. 27, 28). Hear Him as " Counsellor" (Isa. ix. 6), " Friend" 
<Luke vii. 34), " Shepherd " (John x. 14, 15), "Leader" (Isa, 
Iv. 4) ; " over all, God blessed for ever " (Rom. ix. 5). His 
words " are spirit and life " (John vi. 63) ; but if not received 
into heart, when heard with the outward ear now, will rise up 
in judgment against you hereafter (John xii. 48). " Hear, and 
your soul shall live" (Isa. Iv. 3 ; John v. 24). May God in His 
grace lead you by the Holy Spirit to hear, receive, love, follow, 
and obey His "beloved Son," and make you to "grow in 
grace," &c. (2 Pet iii. 18). Again, the second lesson taught in 
mountain is — 

(2) Prayer. Jesus went up to mountain to pray — ^as was 
His wont. Subject of prayer not told ; might have been Matt. 
xvi. 28 ; answered in picture of kingdom vouchsafed to three 
apostles. Even " as He prayed " the transfiguration took place, 
and something of His glory was manifested (John xvii. 5). 
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Some of the Lord's people can tell of blessed experiences in 
prayer — how light " from above " has shone into soul while 
communing with Father in heaven. Any here know aught of 
this ? More spirit of prayer would bring more enjoyment — 
even now — of blessings of Mount. Disciples "heavy with 
sleep ; ** some think it was night when transfiguration occurred ; 
which may account for it, as " flesh weak " even when " spirit 
willing" (Matt. xxvi. 41). Jesus could continue "all night in 
prayer to God " (Luke vi. 12). Very few of His disciples do the 
like ; though some there are. Did the three apostles lose 
aught of bright scene ? Not told, but we often lose much by 
drowsiness and want of watchfuhiess and prayer. Many 
blessings missed for want of asking (Jas. iv. 2), forgetting en- 
couragement to do so (Ps. Ixxxi. 10 ; John xvi. 23, 24). " Thy 
kingdom come ; ^ familiar words, often on our lips, it may be, 
but what know we of their import ? They can only be fully 
answered when Christ, having reimed on earth, and " put down 
all rule, authority, and power," " shall have delivered up the 
kingdom to God, even the Father" (i Cor. xv. 24-28). But 
now God in Christ reigns in hearts of believers, through the 
Holy Spirit. Is He reigning in yours ? Is He supreme object 
of love r Do you desire to serve " the Lord " now, and to meet 
Him when He comes ? Do you know anything of communion 
on Mount ? Can you say with Peter, " It is good to be here ? ** 
If so, well. But third practical lesson is — 

(3) Suffering PRECEDES GLORY. Cross before crown. As 
with blessed Lord, so with His people. Of what spake these 
on Mount? See Luke ix. 31. Appears strange subject "in 
glory," until we know value of Saviour's work, which will be 
theme for praise and adoration throughout eternity (Rev. v. 
9-14). Jesus must suffer before crowned "with glory and 
honour" (Heb. ii. 9, 10). Blessed be His name. He drank the 
bitter cup to dregs (John xviii. 11), therefore nothing penal in 
sufferings of His people ; and all peace enjoyed now, and all 
glory hereafter, owed to His having exhausted vials of wrath 
for them. Peter desired to remain on Mount, so all who know 
what it is to be there in spirit. But he must return to trouble 
and. suffering before could reach crown : so believers now 
must expect toil and trouble here, though may not be called 
like him to a martyr's death. Often much to bear without 
that, but thoughts 01 what Jesus bore far us should bear us up. 
and thoughts of glory to be shared with Him, should cheer and 
comfort in darkest day of trial. 

May scene on Mount be ofteh before us, and its lessons im- 
pressed on heart by Holy Spirit as practical for every duty, 
every event of life ; and its brightness shine on our path, how- 
ever difficult, obscure, and thorny in itself. 
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Sbut {n, anb Sbut out 

Gen. vii. 1 6 ; Matt. xxv. 10. 

In Lessons lo and ii heard of Enoch's prophesying of the 
Lord's coming to judgment, and of those who, like Enoch, will 
be removed before its outpouring. To-day, look at the judg- 
ment that overtook the world in the days of Enoch's great- 
grandson — Noah — as well as that which is to come on the pre- 
sent world. And also at the Refuge provided — then, and now — 
by a gracious God ; but first must consider the state of the 
world then, and now. 

1. THE WORLD NOT IMPROVED. It was wicked in 
the days of Enoch, Noah, the Apostles ; see record of inspired 
writers (Gen. vi. 5 ; I John v. 19 R.V.) Would God reverse 
the statements were He to speak now ? Is not the Holy Ghost's 
record, traced by the hand of the Apostle Paul (Rom. iii. 10- 
18), quoting from Psalmist (Ps. xiv., liii., v. 9, x. 7, cxl.), a true 
picture of mankind now ? Look around, and see if not painfully 
true of the world in this nineteenth century with its boasted 
enlightenment ? The " last days," or " later times " (R.V.) are 
described in i Tim. iv. I-3 ; 2 Tim. iii. 1-5, 13 ; and by these 
passages we can judge whether we are not living in them now. 
(Picture more or less state of world.) Again, let us look intD 
our own hearts, described in Scripture as seats of evil (Jer. 
xvii. 9 ; Matt. xv. 18, 19), and if taught of God, we must own 
that but for His restraining grace, the seeds of evil therein 
would break forth into open sin. He restrains, changes, .gives 
new heart (Ezek. xxxvi. 26). Has He changed yours? or are 
you still walking " according to the course of this world * ? 
(Eph. ii. 2.) Men vainly imagine the world will get better and 
better, till it merges into millennium of righteousness and 
peace ; but God's Word and experience teach otherwise. 2 Tim. 
iv. 3, 4 is true in the present day : the whole creation ** groan- 
eth and travaileth" from the consequences of sin (Rom. viiL 
20, 22) ; and though God has a people now on earth owning 
and loving Him, and numbers earnestly labouring, as His in- 
struments, to bring souls to Jesus, yet " the world," as such, 
"knows not God" (i Thess. iv. 5), and would live without Him 
(Eph. ii. 12). But they cannot avert — 

2. THE COMING JUDGMENTS. Judgment came in the 
days of Noah, and will as surely come aeain, though not by 
water (see 2 Thess. i. 8-10 ; 2 Pet. iii. 5-10). " By the Word," 
&c Mark the expression! By **the Word" were the earth 
and heavens made (Lesson 2 ; Gen. i. 3 ; Ps. xxxiii. 6 ; John i. 
3, 10 ; Eph. iii. 9 : Col. i. 16). " The Word "—Christ ; and by 
the same infallible Word of God " they are reserved unto fire," 
&C. Ponder this thought I (Enlarge upon, and press home.) 
The flood was the just judgment of God on sinners then ; and 
who will dare deny His justice when He again deals in judg- 
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ment with the world that now scorns, denies, insults Him ? But 
—see how tenderly He deals. 

3. WARNINGS were graciously sent before the flood ; and 
so now. (f) Enoch witnessed for God (Lesson 10), and 
still he speaks through written Word ( Jude 14, 1 5). See that you 
give heed to what God has caused to be written "for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come*^ 
(i Cor. X. II). (2) Noah preached for 120 years (Gen. 
vi. 3 ; I Pet. iii. 20 ; 2 Pet. ii. 5), but no heed was given to his 
warnings, though the ark was seen to be preparing. Is it not 
so with many now, even as our Lord foretold? (Luke xvii» 
26, 27). When preachers reason of *' righteousness, temperance, 
and judgment to come,** they may possibly tremble, as did 
Felix, but nevertheless they put it from them, as he did, to a 
more ** convenient season" (Acts xxiv. 25), or scofflngly ask, 
" Where is the promise of His coming?'' &c. (2 Pet. iii. 4-10, 15.) 
wilfully ignoring that God's apparent delay is in mercy — " not 
willing that ANY should perish " (see also Ezek. xviii. 23, 32* 
xxxiii. 11), therefore giving time now, '* as in days of Noah,'' 
for "repentance," while His warnings are being sounded 
around ; and that, as the 120 years of God's patient waiting came 
to an end then, and the flood overwhelmed the ungodly world 
(give more or less description), so assuredly will His present 
'* long^suffering^^ — ponder well this word — have an end ; and at 
His appointed time, the fiery judgments will be poured out. 
But not only does God graciously give warnings; He also 
mercifully provides a refuge, but only one; it is — 

4. THE REFUGE. Each member of Noah's family was 
safe in the ark before the floodgates of wrath were opened ; 
and ** the Lord shut him in ; " so nothing could hurt him. The 
waters of destruction were around, but he and those with him 
were carried safely above and through all. So now there is an 
Ark of safety — even Jesus — and every one, drawn by the Father 
to Him (John vi. 44, 37) and by Spirit's power made to enter, is 
safe for time and eternity. The waves and billows of God's 
wrath have gone over His "beloved Son" (Ps. xlii. 7, Ixxxviil 
7 ; Jon. ii. 3, type Matt. xii. 39, 40), hence their fury is exhausted ; 
they cannot harm believer. Are you one ? Are you in Ark ? 
None saved out of it, nor any out of Christ (Acts iv. 12.) All 
safe inside. If " in Christ," the waves of ungodliness may rage 
around, or God's judgments be poured on the earth ; but you 
need not fear ; you are safe, as Noah was in ark. But remem- 
ber, there is no merit on your part. 

5. "BY GRACE," *' THROUGH FAITH," " are ye saved," 
'* and that not oi yourselves ; it is ih^gift of God " (Eph. ii. 8, 9). 
**Noah found grace j^^ so with each and all now, who are led 
to take refuge in Ark; it is through the unmerited i2iV0ur oi 
God (Gen. vi. 8 ; Rom. iii. 24, 25). God's grace, or favour, wa^ 
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shown to Noah, by confiding to him His plans, providing' 
him a refuge, and using him to preach to others. Honoured 
indeed was he ! However improbable the flood might appear, 
Noah " believed^ God ; and, like Enoch, ** walked with God ; '* ■ 
« by faith,** **not sight" (Gen. vi. 8 ; 2 Con v. 7) ; for « faith ** 
and ''walk^' must ever go hand in band, and his trust was 
rewarded; for he and his ^^ house* were saved (Heb. xi. 7). 
His faith, proved by his acts, redounded to the salvation of his 
family ; to his ovra heirship ; and to the condemnation of the 
world. Hare you like faith ? God tells us in written Word, c^ 
dmrly as He told Noah, of coming judgments ; have you 
believed ? And are you, by walk and testimony, saving ** house," 
and condemning world ? All have some to influence, by life 
and conversation. Serious matter how that influence is used. 
Whether telling others of coming judgments, and pointing to 
Ark of safety — ^Jesus, or, lulling them into false security by 
your over lukewarmness and apparent indifference on these 
all-important subjects. Observe one striking feature in the 
ark, which speaks specially to believers, i,e, — 

6. ** WIN DOW '*^ "ABOVE." (Gen. vi. 16.) It tells of 
communion (spoken of Lessons 10 and 1 1.) The true Christian 
cannot live without it. God ** made man upright " (Eccles. vii. 
29); that he might gaze upwards to His God and Creator; but 
sin bent the sight downwards, and men grovel on earth ; even 
the Lord's people, at times, exclaim with sadness, ^ My soul 
cleaveth unto the dust " (Ps. cxix. 25), but the renewed heart 
should be ever gazing upwards to " Father" in heaven (Rom« 
viii. 14-16). No greater delight than when, by the Spirit's in- 
dwelling power, the believer is ^^ shut inl^ in happy communion 
with Gk>d in Christ (Epb. ii. 18X and the world, with its allure- 
ments, sin, sorrow, cares, and bewilderments, shut out. Eye 
and heart fixed heavenward, he heeds not waste of waters 
around ; he is risen, and seated ** with Christ " (Eph. ii. 6) 
'Mn the heavenlies;" and his whole soul absorbed in Him^ 
Blessed state! Is it yours? May we all be given to know 
something of this joy ! 

But there is another side of picture. Those — 

7. SHUT OUT FOR JUDGMENT. All outside the ark 
were overtaken by the flood, and " perished." " All flesh died " 
(Gen. vii. 21, 22); and same lesson, as to future, taught in 
(Matt. XXV. 1-13.) The **wise" virgins go in vdth the bride- 
groom, the ''foolish" are shut out. In Eastern countries, 
marriages often take place in the evening. The bridegroom 
and friends go in torchlight procession to bride's house ; out- 
side which her young women friends await. As soon as the 
procession is seen in the distance, they trim their lamps, go to 
meet the bridegroom ; return to the bride's house, when the 
door is shut, and the.marriage is celebrated. None are admitted 
after the door is shut. This parable presents professing 
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Christians ; for (i) Lamp is mark of profession. All appeared 
to be waiting for bridegroom ; but all were not ** ready ; " for 
" lamp " cannot burn without " oil." There are many now who 
are outwardly religious ; attentive to services, and ordinances ; 
and associating with the Lord's people ; but if there has been 
no real work of the Spirit in heart, it will end in confusion. 
"While the bridegroom tarried, they ^z// slumbered and slept." 
The same now as to the " coming of the Lord." Comparatively 
few are looking for His personal return. " But at midnight 
there is a cry, * Behold, the Bridegroom ! '" (See R.V.) Then 
aOl are aroused, and ''the wise," having (2) Oil, can trim their 
lamps, and go forth to meet Him. How different from foolish ! 
Lamps going out — no oil^ vain attempt to procure from others ; 
for none can impart "unction" received (i John ii. 20, 27). 
There must be a personal dealing between each soul and God. 
Each must be indwelt by Holy Spirit, made member of Christ, 
aad thus prepased to meet Him when He comes. Have you 
lamp? Is it bright outside? No gross sinner? Moral, and 
respectable ? with " form of godliness,'' but lacking the ** power 
thereof" ? (2 Tim. iii. 5) ue., « Oil"— the Spirit. Now, time to 
accept God's ^^Jree Gift ; " (Rom. vi. 23 R.V. ; 2 Cor. vi. 2, ix. 15) 
and to claim promise of (Luke xi. 13). Abundant supply of 
** Golden Oil" for all who ask (Zech. iv. 2, 12) ; but^xino'' OiL " 
now, when Jesus comes — 

a TOO LATE. The " wise," i.e,, " they that were ready ^ 
went in with Him" — the Bridegroom — "to the marriage, and 
the door was shutj^^ and thus will it be when the Lord comes. 
Jesus is not only " the Bridegroom," but He is also " the Door," 
and a// who will CAN enter nowj but theny 'twill be vain to de- 
mand or entreat admittance. "I know you not," will be the answer 
to such (Lesson 35) ; fearful words ! Ponder their full import 
while yet there is time. Consider the two positions. Shut in, 
perfect safety, r^j/ (which is meaning of Noah), happiness, com- 
munion. Shut ovT,from all blessing, to woe, misery, destruc- 
tion. What could the perishing ones have thought when they 
saw the ark floating in safety, themselves shut out? What 
would you feel to see the Lord's people — ^whom now, perhaps, 
you despise — or laugh at — going in to wedding, and yourselves 
shut out ? Awful thought I Any here in danger ? Enter Ark 
now, ere judgment overtake you. Look not at earth and its 
attractions, for remember all will be burnt up ; but look rather 
at Noah. He believed, walked with, and obeyed God (Gen. vi» 
22). It needed great faith then ; it needs it now. But it was 
rewarded then, and will be again. Have you faith ? Have you 
r^f/ in Jesus? Are you walking with God, as did Enoch and 
Noah ? And waiting for " the coming of the LORD " (which 
** draweth nigh," Jas. v. 8), with " Oil" in your lamps ? 

Leave it not in doubt. It is a solemn subject. May the Holy 
Spirit apply it to each heart. 



XIII. 

Zbc Bow in tbe Clou& ; or, OoVb Covenant 

/Dercs* 

Gen. ix. 9-17. 

Who can look at rainbow without wonder and admiration ? A 
storm has swept o'er the sky, darkening the earth with heavy 
clouds ; but lo ! the sun shines forth from opposite quarter of 
the heavens, sends its rays into the descending drops of rain, 
and reflects back on eye the brilliant, variegated, and beauti- 
fully fusing colours of the bow, whose ends rest on earth, 
while the top reaches to heaven, telling of storm past, and 
returning brightness, and cheering drooping spirits. But there 
is far more than this. 

1. THE BOW IN THE CLOUD, in its Scriptural teach- 
ing, is well calculated to fill the heart with peace and joy, praise 
and thanksgiving. It speaks to us of Him who set it there ; it 
carries our thoughts back to the time He did so, and onward 
till the " mighty angel," with " rainbow upon his head," declares 
" that there should be time no longer " (Rev. x. 1-6), and proves 
that our God is indeed the changeless Jehovah, alike of the Old 
Testament and of the New, without beginning or end. 

Last lesson showed Noah safe in ark, while judgment was 
sweeping o'er the earth ; to-day see him emerging safely with 
his family, and all living creatures ; and behold, his first act is 
to erect an altar and offer burnt-offerings (Gen. viii. 20) ; then 
God blesses, gives to him gracious promises, provides for his 
sustenance, and further, establishes His covenant with him^ 
setting or appointing " bow " as the — 

2. TOKEN OF THE COVENANT. Noah's faith— shown 
in building the ark — had been rewarded in the preservation of 
himself and family according to God's promise (Gen. vi. 18) ; 
and as if to strengthen his faith, and remove all possibility of 
doubt in his mind as to the fulfilment of His new promise — no 
more to destroy the earth by a flood — God graciously gives this 
beauteous " token," to be seen whenever He brought a cloud on 
the earth. God says He will look at it, and as Noah looked 
also, he could never doubt God's nearness and promise, and 
there would be peace in his heart. So should it be with us. 
The " bow" is still seen after the storm, and it tells us that the 
same God who spake to Noah and looked at the *' bow " then — 
more than 4000 years since — looks at it now, so that we are 
actually looking at the same object as God ; and as we look we 
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should remember that He is very near, and slid keeps His 
covenant promise made with Noah, for the earth has not been 
and will not be again destroyed by a flood. It is to be purged 
by fire, as we saw last lesson ; but there is (as we likewise saw) 
a Refuge now — as then — provided by Him who " is Love." In 
Lesson 12 Jesus was presented under type of the ark ; now see 
how the bow in the cloud is also a — 

3. TYPE OF JESUS. The bow was "token" of God's 
covenant, a sure sign of the fulfilment of His word. Jesus is 
" token," or visible manifestation, of God's love, mercy, and 
grace (i John iv. 9, 10). In Him all God's promises are " Yea " 
and " Amen " (2 Cor. i. 20). The bow touches earth and reaches 
heaven. Jesus while treading earth as man was yet in heaven 
Qohn iiL 13). God calls the bow *^My bow," and Jesus He 
calls, '^My beloved Son," '^ My Fellow " (Matt. xvii. 5 ; Zech. 
xiiL 7). Equal with God, yet humbling Himself to become man 
(Phil. ii. 7). The colours of the bow also seem to tell of Him 
*— His two natures, His offices, His works : the blue reminds 
us of His heaivenly nature, the purple of His royalty, the green 
of His perpetual freshness and changelessness (Heb. xiii. 8), the 
red of His death, the gold colour of His divinity and intrinsic 
worth ; and as the whole of these beauteous prismatic colours 
blended together form one lovely " bow," so does the heavenly, 
royal, God-man, humbling " Himself even unto death," present to 
us One perfect Saviour, the " Lord from heaven," "the Man 
Christ Jesus," the " altogether lovely " (i Cor. xv. 47 ; i Tim. ii. 
5 ; Song V. 16). 

Turn we to Rev. iv. 3, where we are given a glimpse of 
heaven, and we read, ** There was a rainbow round about the 
throne, in sight like unto an emerald^^ telling the same truths of 
the changelessness of our Jehovah, whose promises are ever 
fresh J and that it is owing to His covenant mercy that His 
redeemed ones are there seen (ver. 4) also " round about the 
throne." Again in chap, x., already quoted, the "mighty 
angel," with " rainbow upon his head," is none other than the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the uncreated Angel, or Messenger, the 
Mediator between God and man, Jehovah-Jesus, still ready in 
covenant love to pardon and receive ; but when " mystery of 
God finished" (ver. 7), these final judgments poured out accord* 
ing to His irrevocable will. 

Where clouds are darkest, then it is the bow appears ; some 
part of the sky is light. Just so does God in judgment remem- 
ber mercy. And when sore trial comes to child of God, then 
Jesus, bright "Bow"* of Father's covenant love, shines into 

♦ See charming little work, «' The Bow in the Cloud," by the author of 
" Morning and Night Watches. "f 
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heart, and comforts with assurance of fulfilment of God's pro- 
mises, and His ability to supply all our needs '^ according to 
His riches in glory by Christ Jesus " (2 Cor. i. 3-5 ; Phil. iv. 
19). Are dear ones taken from us ? Jesus is better than all ; 
and the mourner is cheered as he is drawn nearer to Him 
(Matt. V. 4 ; Isa. Ixi. 3). Is money lost ? The riches of the 
Father's love in Christ are worth more than the wealth of worlds 
(2 Cor. viii. 9 ; Ps. xix. 10, cxix. 72, 127). Is illness sent ? The 
Presence of Jesus — who " bare our sicknesses " (Matt. viii. 17) 
— ^makes sick-room brighter than room of health without Him. 
Noah had profited by safety of ark, therefore could appreciate 
the "bow;" so those who have fled to Jesus for safety, caLti 
value His bright, cheering, comforting Presence as " Bow" in all 
time of need. God promises that flood of waters shall no more 
destroy earth ; and He likewise promises floods of blessing, 
floods of water to thirsty soul (Isa. xliv. 3 ; Matt. v. 6) ; 
floods of light to darkened soul (Luke i. 79) ; even the Holy 
Spirit, Who, revealing Jesus to the needy and helpless, brings 
blessing, not judgment ; mercy, not wrath ; even as betokened 
by the " bow in the cloud," set there by God Himself. But 
now we ask — 

4. WITH WHOM WAS COVENANT MADE? With 
Noah, his " seed," — or descendants, of whom ** the whole earth 
was overspread " (Gen. ix. 19, x. 32), — and " every living creature 
of all flesh," ;>., every single soul born from then till end of 
time. It was for " perpetual generations," therefore includes 
Israel, the Gentile nations, the Church of God, the world at 
large, you and me. The covenant was irrevocable, because 
God made it : '^ I, behold, I establish," &c. It had nothing to 
do with the world growing better, nor did it depend upon man's 
doings, or we might well expect another deluge would long ere 
this have swept ail away. But — it is dependent on GOD, 
therefore tnttst stand Arm. He changes not (MaL iii. 6), the 
covenant is '^ everlasting," and it is founded on blood-shedding 
(Lesson 44). 

It was after Noah's burnt-offering, Celling of satisfaction and 
acceptance, that God established the covenant with him (Gen. 
viii. 20, 21). So God's covenant love to sinners is based on 
the true Burnt-Offering— perfectly acceptable to Father (Heb. 
X. 6-10) — even Jesus, by wnose blood alone can any find accept- 
ance, pardon, or peace (Zech. ix. 11 ; Heb. ix. X2-14, 19-22, 
25-28, X. 4-14.) See how God's mercy to sinners, care of His 
people, dealings with earth, all spring from covenant mercy, of 
which Jesus is the precious, radiant '* bow" or *' token." 

In Ezek. L, where the prophet is given vision by river of 
Chebar, <* the brightness round about " the throne was ^' as the 
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appearance of the how^ (ver. 28). This "token** given— just 
when "the glory of the Lord "was about to depart from temple 
and city of Jerusalem (Ezek. xi. 22, 23) on account of Israel's 
sin — to show that nought could make Jehovah break His cove- 
nant with His ancient people (Ps. Ixxxix. 34). And again, that 
is strongly shown in Isa. liv, 7-10^ where reference is made to 
God's covenant with Noah as assurance of the immutability of 
Jehovah's promise to Israel. Though obliged to chastise the 
nation, yet in covenant mercy would He surely in due time 
restore them to their country and former privileges, and dwell 
among them, all clearly foretold in closing chapters of EzekieL 

6. "REMEMBER.* God's word to Noah was, "I will 
r/«f^w^/r my covenant," and His constant recurrence to it in 
Scripture, shows how surely His promises may be relied on. 
What comfort ! Men may forget, but God cannot Impossible 
for Him to forget His covenant promises. " He is faithful " (i 
Cor. i. 9, X. 13 ; Heb. x. 23)^ His mercies ^*' sure^ (Isa. Iv. 3 ; 2 
Sam. xxiiL 5), and one of His promises is, not to remember sins 
once pardoned (Isa.xliii. 25 ; Jer. xxxi. 34 ; Heb. viii. 12, x. 17), 
and we may trust Him in this as in all else. And now, what 
should Christians remember ? (r) THEIR salvation " by the 
GRACE OF God," being ." made nigh by the blood of Christ " 
(Eph. il 8, 13 ; i Cor. vi. 11, xv. 10). (2) " The Name of the 
Lord," which is Jesus, through Whom alone salvation " (Ps. 
XX. 7 ; Acts iv. 12 ; Phil. ii. 10; see Lesson 31). (3) That Jesus 
Christ was raised from the dead " for our justification," 
as He was " delivered for our offences " (3 Tim. ii. 8 ; Rom. iv. 
25). He " through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without 
spot to God" (Heb. ix. 14), then rose as beauteous "Bow," 
token of Father's covenant love to man. The darkest cloud 
that e'er encompassed earth was at the Crucifixion, when the 
•* Son " was ''^forsaken " of God ; and thereon shone the 
br^htest light ever knsown, even the love of God to perishing 
sinners, manifested in gift of His Son for them (John iii. 16 ; 
Rom. V. 8). Do you know and value this love ? Has it been 
brought home to your soul by the Spirit's power ? 

Any here turning a deaf ear to God's loving invitations? 
May the Holy Spirit lead you even now to look at the beauteous 
** Bow* of His covenant love, and to remember \}[isX God hath not 
** forgotten to be gracious " (Ps. Ixxvii. 9). He remembers His 
promises. ^Lxfoi^zxid, be ye saved " (Isa. xlv. 22 ; John v. 24). 
" Look " at the manifest token of His love, even Jesus. God 
looks at Jesus, and remembers His covenant. If sinner looks 
to Jesus, he meets " God in Christ," and is assured of His par- 
doning love and mercy. Never look at rainbow without 
Jthinking of Jesus. 



XIV. 

Confusion of 'Q;ondue0 an& Gift of 'Q;ondue0. 

Gen. xi. 1-9 ; Acts ii. i-i i. 

Something like 100 years had passed since the fiood ; but men 
were not wiser nor better than before that mighty judgment. 
Noah's descendants ignored Noah's God, and His covenant pro- 
mise to Noah and his " seed " (Lesson 13), as we gather from-—. 

1. THE TOWER AND ITS OBJECTS. One of the latter- 
fudging from the design that the "top" should *' reach unto 
heaven" — seems to have been, to save themselves in the 
event of another deluge. Be this as it may, it is just how men 
act now ; thinking to reach heaven by some work or works of 
their own ; and to escape God's threatened judgments by their 
own efforts. But as vain, as futile are such hopes now, as 
they proved in the " plain " of " Shinar." One very clear object 
the builders, as Scripture tells us, was — 

(1) To MAKE THEMSELVES A NAME. It waS nOt 

designed for God's honour, but man's. How many now desire 
" a name^^ and appear to be building a tower of fame ; be it 
military, literary, scientific, mercantile, &c. &c.: but when — as 
in **the land of Shinar" — God is shut out, and the object is to 
exalt, to glorify self, sooner or later such builders are cast 
down from dizzy height to irretrievable ruin. Another object of 
the builders at Shinar was— 

(2) To STRENGTHEN THEMSELVES BY ASSOCIATION, that 

they might not be "scattered abroad upon the face of the 
whole earth." Even so now men think " union is strength ; * 
and therefore they form associations in politics, commerce, 
and enterprises of all sorts. But alas ! in too many of these, it 
is even the same now as with these builders of the tower of 
old ; God is not in all their thoughts (Ps. x. 4) ; there is no 
desire to bring glorv to His Name. Read the speeches at 
public meetings, ana see how God is ignored in men's plans 
and arrangements. And what is the result ? 

2. BABEL, or CONFUSION it must be, sooner or laterj 
just as at Shinar. Men would shut God out, but He comes 
down to confound. The projects of the builders in " the land 
of Shinar" were undertaken without any reference to God; 
and consequently they brought upon themselves exactly what 
they sought to avoid, namely, scattering. Thus can God, in an 
instant, frustrate man's design, and bring about the very 
reverse of what he thought to attain by his own devices, 
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Whatever is contrary to, or not in accordance with, God's will, 
must end disastrously. See Isa. viii. 9, 10, how God brings to 
nought associations and counsels not of Him. (See also Isa. 
XXX. 1-3.) Thus it was at Shinar ; the Lord confounded their 
language, that they might ''not understand one another's 
speech." (Describe scene of confusion, impossibility of con- 
tinuing to build, as none could understand the other.) So 
" they left off to build the city." And from thence did the Lord 
scatter them abroad *' upon the face of all the earth." Instead 
of union, there was disunion ; instead of one, many ; instead of 
association, scattering ; inextricable confusion ! Ofttimes men 
crave for something to give security, stability, peace ; but so 
long as they seek it in things of earth, there can only be dis- 
appointment and failure. There is, however, a — 

3. "TOWER OF SALVATION" (2 Sam. xxii. 51), />., 
the Lord ; and all are safe who take refuge in Him, from all 
judgment, whatever form it may take (Rom. viii. i) ; and instead 
of disunion and confusion, all are " one in Christ Jesus " (Gal. 
iii. 28), in Whom alone is salvation (Acts iv. 12). This tower 
of salvation is — (i) a **HIGH tower" (2 Sam. xxii. 3; Ps. 
xviii. 2, cxliv. 2), inaccessible to enemies; and its top truly 
reaches ** unto heaven ;" because the Tower is Christ, and God 
is the Builder. What man failed to erect for himself, God in 
love and grace has prepared for him. Further it is (2) a 
** STRONG TOWER," impregnable, impervious to assaults of the 
" enemy," because a fortress of Rock. (Ps. Ixi. 3 ; Pro v. xviii. 10, 
marg.) " The righteous runneth into it, and is safe," or " set 
aloft" far above all reach of danger. But, remember, none 
could be thus "set aloft" in this **high tower" of strength 
and safety, had not Jesus been "lifted up." But blessed be 
His Name, He was "lifted up." As the ark was "lift up" 
above the waste of waters (Gen. vii. 17), and all in it were safe: 
so are all "/« Christ." As the serpent of brass was "lifted 
up," and all who looked at it lived ; so all who believe in 
Jesus "have eternal life" ^Num. xxi. 8, 9; John iii. 14, 15). 
As Joseph was " lifted up," " out of the pit," and exalted to be 
next to Pharaoh " in the throne," and all directed to him, to 
save them from perishing (Gen. xxxvii. 28, xli. 39-45, 55) ; so 
Jesus was " lifted up," that He might "draw all men unto " Him ; 
and " exalted " to be " a Prince and a Saviour ;" and " all that 
believe are justified from all things " (John xii. 32 ; Acts ii. 
24> 32, 33, V. 31, xiii. 39). Where are you ? In the plain of 
Shinar? or in the "high" "strong tower" ? The one leads to 
confusion, the other ensures eternal safety. If your object is 
the same as that of the builders at Shinar, it must end dis- 
astrously, as did that ; but if in the ** tower of salvation," you are 
safe for time and for eternity. 
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But look now at the other scene : the — 

4 GIFT OF TONGUES, and its object. (Acts ii.) Won- 
drous event ! The Holy Spirit sent down in fulfilment of pro- 
mise (John xiv. i6, 26, xv. 26, xvi. 7 ; Acts i. 4, ii. 16, 17, 33, 
with Joel ii. 28) ; and suddenly, men unlearned, and knowing 
only one language, are given power to speak to all around, in 
their own native tongues of many different kinds. And why 
was this ? Because God would send His message of love and 
mercy to " all nations." In Old Testament times God chose 
one nation only as His own "peculiar," "purchased," or 
"redeemed" people (Deut. vii. 6); but Jesus came to be "a 
Light to the Gentiles," as well as " Glory of Israel" (Luke ii. 
32 ; Isa. xlii. 6, xlix. 6), and all the spiritual seed of Abraham 
are now His "peculiar" or "purchased" people (GaL iii. 29; 
Tit ii. 14; J Pet. ii. 9, marg.) Jesus commanded that the 
gospel should be preached to "all nations" (Matt, xxviil 19; 
Luke xxiv. 47). God " will have all men to be saved" (i Tim. 
ii. 4, 6). Jesus gave His life a "ransom for all," then He 
" ascended on high," and " received gifts for men ; yea, for the 
rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell among them " 
(Ps. Ixviii. 18). This great Gift of the Holy Ghost was poured 
out at Pentecost, to call out a people from among all peoples 
and nations to be the " temple " or '* habitation of God through 
the Spirit" (Eph. ii. 21, 22). And by enduing with "/^«c/^r" 
(Acts i. 8) the messengers chosen and appointed by the Lord 
to spread the glad tidings of salvation, and bestowing upon 
them the miraculous gift of tongues, the Holy Spirit fitted them 
at once to declare to all present — in the native tongue of each — 
God's message of pardon and peace, through faith in a crucified, 
risen, and exalted Saviour, and immediately three thousand 
souls were gathered into the fold of the " Good Shepherd." 

6. CONTRAST SHINAR AND PENTECOST. At the 
former, God came down in judgment to " confound." At the 
latter, in grace to bestow gifts. At Shinar, He came to " scat- 
ter ; " at Pentecost, to gather. To gather the " scattered " was 
the object of our blessed Lord's death (John xi. 52) and of the 
descent of the Holy Ghost at Pentecost He convinces or con- 
victs of sin (John xvi. 8, 9), the heart is "pricked" (Acts iL 
37), the conscience awakened (i Cor. xv. 34), Jesus "received" 
(John i. 12), and the dead soul made alive (John v. 24) by His 
quickening power. To those thus gathered there can be no 
more scattering or confounding (Ezek. xlvi. 18 ; Rom. ix. 33, 
marg.) They are safe on " a Sure Foundation," the " Rock of 
Ages," laid deep in eternal counsels of the changeless Jehovah 
(Isa. xxviii. 16, xxvi. 4, marg.); safe in the "Strong Tower" 
that verily reacheth " unto heaven." And whereas, at Shinar, 
man sought to make himself 2^. name, those gathered to "Jesus" 
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— the risen and " exalted" Saviour, through the operation of the 
Spirit, — love, worship, and adore that " Name which is above 
every name" (Phil. ii. 9-1 1). 
This leads us to see that the — 

6. USE OF TONGUE is to confess Jesus as " Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father," which can only be " by the Holy 
Ghost" (i Cor. xii. 3) as taught of Father (Matt. xvi. 17). Thus, 
to testify of Jesus and tell what the Lord has done for us (Mark 
V. 19) brings glory to God. See how the inspired Apostle St. 
James speaks of the " tongue," its use and abuse (Jas. iii. 5-10). 
The same tongue employed for blessing and cursing, which 
" ought not so to be ; " nor would it, could it be, if the heart 
were full of Christ, for then the tongue could only speak to His 
praise. David calls his tongue " my glory " (Ps. xvi. 9, xxx. 12, 
marg., Ivii. 8, cviii. i), because desirous of therewith glorifying 
God, who is the " Glory" of His people (Isa. Ix. 19). 

Searching question for each. Is my tongue so used? Is it 
"my glory," because used in praising God (Heb. xiii. 15) for 
His mercy and grace, and for telling others of His love in 
Christ ? Whether able to speak one tongue (or language) or 
many, the object, in one and all, should be " the glory of God * 
(i Cor. X. 31 ; I Pet. iv. 11). If Christ be dwelling in the heart, 
by faith (Eph. iii. 17-19), through Holy Spirit (Rom. viii. 14- 
17) bearing witness to sonship, there will be freshness, unction, 
power, vitality, energy, and the tongue will be employed in 
praising God and telling of His goodness. 

See lastlv^" 

7. THE GATHERING ABOVE. Who will be there? 
"A great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, 
and kindreds, and people, and tongues." What their title? 
That they " have washed their robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb" (Rev. vii. 9-17). Nought else could fit 
for such a holy Presence, such a glorious place and portion 
(Rom. iii. 24, 25, v, 9 ; Eph. i. 7). It was the ground of accept- 
ance for the three thousand gathered at Pentecost, and every 
soul saved before or since, and it is the only ground upon which 
you or I can hope to stand before a holy God. 

What think ye of this ? Each one here has heard the gospel 
in " own tongue, wherein we were born," What effect has it 
had ? Is self or God the object ? Is it Babel or confusion with 
you, because still trying to build a tower of safety for yourself? 
Or have you found refuge in Christ, and been " set aloft" above 
all reach of danger? If not before, why not this very day? 
May your hearts be "pricked" even now by the Holy Spirit's 
convincing "power," making you "willing" to receive Jesus 
(Ps. ex. 3) as ^'^i/r Saviour, your "Tower of salvation," that so 
you may be safe for ever. 



XV. 

Hbrabam ; or, Ube Urial of jf aitb. 

Gen. xii. i, xxii. ; Heb. xi. 17-19 ; I Pet i. 7, iv. 12. 

Abraham is a prominent character in sacred history. He was 
a descendant of Noah's through Shem (Gen. xi. 10-27), ^^^ 
progenitor of the nation of Israel. Our blessed Lord, in His 
human nature, descended from him (Matt i). He was called 
"the Friend of God" (2 Chron. xx. 7 ; Isa. xli. 8 ; Jas. ii. 23), 
and "the father of all them that believe" (Rom. iv. 11, 12, 16; 
Luke xix. 9 ; Gal. iii. 7). 

The call of Abraham is a landmark in history, and full of 
valuable teaching, but cannot dwell upon it here. (Teacher can 
give more or less details of Abraham's life as sees fit.) Abraham 
was long childless ; although, when God called him to leave 
his country and kindred, He promised to make him " a great 
multitude- ; " and later, when he had reached Canaan, that He 
would give to his " seed "the land into which He had called 
him to sojourn (Gen. xii. 2, 7 ; Acts vii. 5). Still time went on, 
and Sarah had no child. But God's promises are sure. His 
word cannot fail (Num. xxiii. 19), so tn His own iime^ when 
Abraham's faith and patience had been tried by long waiting, 
and he and Sarah were both so old that in the course of nature 
no children could be born to them, then God showed that 
nothing was too hard for Him. Isaac was given, and Abraham 
rejoiced and made a great feast when " Isaac was weaned" (Gen. 
xviii. 9-14, xxi. 1-8). But later, when Isaac was grown, came — 

L THE TRIAL OF FAITH. "God did tempt "—/.^., try 
— "Abraham" (Gen. xxii. i ; Jas. i. 12-14). Temptation comes 
from the flesh, the world, Satan. The most honoured trial from 
God. He puts His child into the furnace to try^ or test^ his 
worth. Abraham loved Isaac above all his earthly possessions, 
but — he loved God more. His mind and heart were stayed on 
Him ; therefore he could endure trial, as God knew, or He 
would not have sent suck a, severe one (i Cor. x. 13). Picture 
the command. To offer up an only son. Terrible to any, more 
strange and perplexing — as we might think — to Abraham, be- 
cause Isaac was the son of long expectation, and all God's pro- 
mises to Abraham were bound up in him. "In Isaac shall thy seed 
be called " (Gen. xxi. 12). But — there was no hesitation on Abra- 
ham's part. He rises early. Instant obedience, alacrity, mark 
his movements, because the command was known to be God's, 
painful as was the duty imposed 1 What an example ! Three 
days' journey, too. Mark, there must not only he prompt obe- 
dience in setting out, but " patient continuance," or persever- 
ance, to the end. Three days were long enough for Abraham 
to repent his alacrity, but there was no sign of this. He " and 
the lad" must "go yonder and worship,^ What striking 
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words! No lament, no murmuring; "worship" was in his 
thoughts rather than the sore trial. Everything hung upon 
Isaac ; and yet, Abraham was ready to resign him at God's 
bidding. Observe his answer to his son's inquiries. "God 
will provide." And so He did ; for He never faileth them 
that trust Him. Nothing was wanting to complete the sacri- 
fice. Isaac was bound, "laid on the altar," and Abraham's 
hand uplifted to slay, when " the Angel of the Lord " arrested 
its descent, and a "ram" was provided as a substitute. We 
may well ask, what was — 

2. THE MOTIVE POWER that ^guided Abraham and 
nerved him to such an act. We are left in no doubt, for God 
has given us the answer (Heb. xi. 17) : it was "faith." He 
trusted God when called to leave his own country (Heb. xi. 8). 
He believed or trusted God as to birth of Isaac, and equally so 
when called to offer him up as a burnt-offering (Rom. iv. 16-21). 
He had faith in God as the God of resurrection, who " quick- 
eneth the dead." He believed " that God was able to raise him 
up even from the dead." Reason would have asked, how can 
" many nations " (Gen. xvii. 5) spring from me if I slay my only 
son? ^mX. faith knows that "to God," and to ^^ him that be- 
lievethi^ " all things are possible " (Gen. xviii. 14 ; Jer. xxxii. 
27; Matt. xix. 26; Mark ix. 23; Luke i. 37, xviii. 27). 
Faith does not reason^ it believes, or trusts God, and obeys. It 
takes God at His word ; it doubts nothing He promises, hesi- 
tates at nothing He commands. It counts on His resources, 
abides His time. Simplicity of faith is absolute trusting ; the 
strength thereof implicitly resting. Abraham's words, "come 
again " (Gen. xxii. 5), show the strength of his faith, and im- 
plicit trust in GOD. 

Compare Rom. iv. 1-5 with J as. ii. 20-22. Perfect harmony, 
because both inspired penmen. St. Paul gives the inward 
principle, hidden life, motive power; St. James the outward 
development, and manifested life springing from former. Abra- 
ham was justified by faith in God's sight (Gal. iii. 6), for He 
reads the hearts, while he was justified by his act, or works, 
which proved his faith, before men, who see not secret springs 
of action. Faith must be proved by works (Jas. ii. 25) ; they 
are its outcome, and " before ordained " of God that His people 
" should walk in them " (Eph. ii. 10 ; Rom. vii. 4, vih. 29). 
They are the result of love and gratitude to God, and proof to 
man of the reality of profession ; hence God is glorified 
thereby (Matt. v. 16). 

3. TYPICAL CHARACTER OF TRIAL. Full of deep 
teaching. Abraham was called to give no ordinary proof of 
love to God. God gave no ordinary proof of love to world 
(John iii. 16 ; i John iv. 9, 11, 12). Abraham loved Isaac dearly ; 
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how much more the Father the Son (Matt. iii. 17, xvii. 5), for 
finite cannot compare with infinite. Yet, He "delivered Him 
UP FOR us ALL*' (Rom. viii. 32). He spared Abraham the 
completion of the act, but He did not spare Himself from 
smiting (Isa. liii. 4 ; Zech. xiii. 7) ; and whozzxi measure depth 
of such a Sacrifice ? 

The third day the place was reached for sacrifice of Isaac ; 
the third day Jesus was "perfected" "through sufferings" (Luke 
xiii. 32 ; Heb. ii. 10). The third day Jesus rose from the dead 
(Luke xxiv. 7), from which Isaac was received "in figure." 
Isaac knew not what was before him ; but Jesus, as God, knew 
all (Matt. xvi. 21, xx. 18, 19). The wood was laid on Isaac, the 
cross on Jesus (John xix. 17). Isaac was bound, so Jesus (John 
xviii. 12, 24). Isaac was laid on altar, Jesus on cross (Matt, 
xxvii. 35). None but Abraham must witness sacrifice of Isaac ; 
no eye but Father's must see His Son's agonies. Hence the 
" darkness " (Matt, xxvii. 45). Abraham's prophetic words were 
then indeed fulfilled : " God will provide " (John i. 29 ; Rev. 
V. 6, xiii. 8). "In the fulness of the time " (Gal. iv. 4) appointed 
in secret counsels of God, Jesus was " sent forth " to suner and 
to die. He was the true " burnt-OFFERING," " made by fire " 
(Lev. i., in type, rams often used) ; " a sweet savour unto the 
Lord" (vs. 9, 13, 17) ; showing the perfect satisfaction of Father 
in Son. He was a male " without blemish " (vs. 3, 10) ; " with- 
out sin " (Heb, iv. 15 ; i Pet. ii. 22) ; offered by "own voluntary 
will" (ver. 3 ; John x. 18 ; Heb. ix. 14, x. 7-9). There was no 
word of complaint from Isaac. Jesus " steadfastly set His face " 
to meet death (Luke ix. 51) ; ready to drink " cup" (John xviii. 
11); " straitened," till " baptized " with the " baptism " (Luke 
xii. 50) ; no drawing back (John xiv. 31). Jesus was a perfect 
Man, doing God's will from birth to grave (John v. 30, viii. 29, 
XV. 10) ; " obedient " even " unto death " (Phil. ii. 8). Truly a 
"sweet smelling savour" (Eph. v. 2) ; how sweet the Father 
alone can tell ; for " no man knoweth the Son but the Father," 
and he to whom the Father reveals Him by the Spirit (Matt 
xi. 27, xvi. 17 ; I Cor. xii. 3). Thus did Jesus bring glory to 
God, which was the object of His life and death (John xii. 28, 
xiii. 31, xiv. 13, xvii, i, 4, 5). Thereby was Father's love drawn 
out towards Him (John x. 17), and Jesus' love to Father, and 
desire to manifest it to world, led Him to be willing Sacrifice ; 
Father's love to world led Him to give Son ; Son's to Church 
to give Himself (Eph. v. 25) ; and as result of wondrous Sacri- 
fice, Holy Spirit sent to convict, convert, and dwell among men 
(Lesson 14). 

4. PRACTICAL TEACHING of trial, lastly to be con- 
sidered. Patience, faith, love, obedience, all shone forth in 
Abraham. Two former tried in waiting for promised son (see 
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Jas. i. 3, 4) ; but given in God's time, as was promised Messiah 
(see above). Patience now needed in looking for return of 
Lord Qas. v. 7, 8) ; but there will be no tarrying beyond God's 
appointed time (Hab. ii. 3 j Heb. x. 37). And those who love 
Him) and long for His appearing, may rest assured that every 
promise relating to it will be fully accomplished. So in minor 
things, sometimes answ^ to prayer long delayed ; but delay 
does not mean denial. God's time best ; and when we " ask in 
faith, nothing wavering," in accordance with His will, expecta- 
tion of answer, pleading His promises, and doing His will, we 
may count on receiving in God's own time and way (Jas. i. 6, 
I John v. 14, 15, iil 22 ; Matt. xxi. 21, 22 ; Heb. x. 36, 37). 

In offering Isaac, Abraham's faith, love, and ** obedience of 
faith " were each displayed. Nought but love to God, and im- 

E licit trust in Him as GOD, with consequent certainty that He 
oth could and would fulfil his promises, could have enabled 
Abraham to obey such a command. Have any here like faith ? 
Sufficient, not merely yV/J/ to save from hell, but to nerve for 
any sacrifice required of God as proof of love ? Ofttimes fur- 
nace needed to show reality of faith ; but believer can " glory 
in tribulations " (Rom. v. 3), because of the blessed results to 
himself, and as giving opportunity for glorifying ''the Lord in the 
fires" (Isa. xxiv. 15J. For, Abraham came forth from furnace 
as tried " gold " (Job xxiiL 10 ; Prov. xvii. 3). When God sees 
fit thus to put His people in furnace, He sits by as "Refiner" 
(Mai. iii. 3, 6) to regulate heat, that it rmy furify and test only, 
but not consume. And even when heated "seven times" 
(Dan. iii. 19, 27, 28), it cannot harm tried one, but brings glory 
to God. When God probes heart to bottom. He gives oppor- 
tunity of proving faith before men. To be tried of Him is to 
be honoured. God did not try Lot as He did Abraham, for he 
could not have borne it, therefore was not thus honoured of 
God. Do you love God as Abraham did ? Think how Jesus 
gave up all, emptied Himself (Phil. ii. 6, 7 ; 2 Cor. viii. 9), to 
glorify God and bring salvation to men. Is not such love 
worth some return ? What are you doing for Jesus ? What 
ready to give up for Him Who gave up so much for you ? Are 
you ready, at God's call, to part with dearest earthly object ? 
This can only be when God reigns supreme in heart, when the 
affections are set on things above (Col. iil 2) ; for then all of 
earth appears but of little moment Solemn subject for self- 
Cxamination, let each answer to God. 

When taught of Holy Spirit, through Word, to know love of 
God in and through Christ, then learn to love Him (i John iv. 
19) ; and should be ready to present ourselves ** a living sacri- 
fice," &c (Rom. xiL i), or part with all that most love and prize, 
if it be God's will. 
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Gen. xiv. 1-16 ; Joel iii. 9-12 ; Rev. xx. 8, 9 ; Ps. xlvi. 9. 

In Genesis, the beginning of most things is recorded, both good 
and bad. Thus we have in chap. iii. the first sin, in chap. iv. 
the first murder, in chap, xiv,— 

1. THE FIRST WAR, that terrible scourge of the human 
race, which has wrought havoc, destruction, and misery in all 
ages since. (Teacher can describe something of hardships and 
sufferings of soldiers, awful horrors of the battlefield ; the pesti- 
lence and famine, which often follow in greater or less degree ; 
the destruction of crops, interruption of agriculture and trade, 
demoralisation to many, &c. &c.) 

In the first war, four kings fought against five, the cause 
being that the latter, i>., the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
other cities of the plain, after being tributary for twelve years to 
the king of £lam, then rebelled against him ; and he came with 
his confederates to reduce them again to subjection. This short 
history unfolds the — 

2. SURE FULFILMENT OF GOD'S WORD. Probably 
one reason why this event is recorded is because Noah pro- 
phesied that Canaan should be '*a servant of servants'' to his 
brethren ; a servant to Shem (Gen. ix. 25, 26). And the Inha- 
bitants of the five cities of the plain were descendants of Canaan 
(Gen, X. 19) ; while the inhabitants of Elam — to whom they 
were tributary — were descendants of Shem's. It is well to re- 
mark the proof thus early given in Scripture of how God's Word 
(for Noah spake prophetically) must be fulfilled ; and as we 
trace the fulfilment of its numerous prophecies, we are the more 
convinced of the certain accomplishment of those which yet 
remain to be fulfilled, whether they speak of coming judgments 
or blessings. The value of prophecy is taught in 2 Pet. i. 19-21. 

Another reason, doubtless, for recording this first war is be- 
cause — 

3. LOT, the Lord's servant, was mixed up in it. Sad history 
his ! Can only glance at it now. He left Ur of the Chaldees 
with Abram ; and, after the death of his grandfather Terah, he 
accompanied Abram out of Haran into Canaan, whither the 
Lord had called him (Lesson 15 ; Gen. xi. 31, 32, xii. 1-5), But 
Lot was not whole-hearted like Abram ; he had not a single eye 
to God's glory, was not contented to be guided by Him only, so 
when the flocks and herds of uncle and nephew increased so 
much that they could no longer dwell together, and there was 
strife between the herdsmen (Gen. xiii.) ; Lot, being given his 
choice by Abram, fixes his eye on the "well-watered" plain of 
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Jordan (ver. 10), and pitches his tent " toward Sodom/' spite of 
the character of its inhabitants (vs. 12, 13), Worldly advan- 
tages, as he considered them, outweighed — in his estimation — 
the evil consequences likely to arise, both to his children and 
himself, from such neighbours ! And, at the time the war broke 
out, Lot was actually dwelling in Sodom (Gen. xiv. 12), and 
consequently was taken prisoner. But see — 

4. GOD'S FAITHFULNESS TO HIS PEOPLE, in spite 
of their failure, as shown by permitting Lot to be rescued by 
his uncle. Abram also proves his affection by calling him 
"brother" (ver. 14), arming his retainers, pursuing the enemy, 
and delivering Lot. How strikingly does God's love shine forth 
in such dealings towards His erring people ! Abram was God's 
" friend," ever ready to let God choose for him ; and he was 
permitted of God to rescue his nephew, in spite of the wrong 
position he occupied. 

Strange does it seem that such a warning and such dealings 
of love did not lead Lot to quit Sodom, " vexed " as was " his 
righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds" (2 Pet. 
ii. 7, 8) ; but no — he remained on there, till God's wrath and 
judgment were poured out on the wicked cities; and even then, 
he " lingered," till the angels of the Lord (sent in mercy to 
deliver him and his) " laid hold upon his hand, and upon the 
hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters ; the 
Z^r//te'«^ MERCIFUL unto him; and they brought him forth, 
and set him without the city" (Gen. xix. 16). God remembered 
Abraham, and saved Lot (ver. 29). How honoured was Abra- 
ham ! And how full of warning is Lot's history to those who 
know the Lord, and yet wish to combine the world and God, and 
think more of worldly than of spiritual advantages in fixing their 
abode, in choosing their place of business, service, &c. See 
what God says. Matt. vi. 24 ; Rom. xii. 2 ; Jas. iv. 4 ; i John ii. 
15-17. Be assured there can be no real prosperity where God 
is not. He was not in Sodom, and we know its fate. So, 
sooner or later, will judgment overtake such places ; and though 
the Lord's people — who have voluntarily placed themselves 
there — may eventually be saved, as Lot was, it will be " so as 
by fire" (i Cor. iii. 15) ; very different to the abundant entrance 
(2 Pet. i. 11) that will be " ministered" to those whose walk has 
proved that they have chosen God for their " Portion," and left 
Him to choose for them. 

Any here now hesitating as to choice in some matter ? Know- 
ing something of God, and yet not content, as Abram was, to 
let Him choose for you (see Prov. iii. 5, 6). Think of Lot, and 
beware of pitching " /ow^rdT Sodom," which is only the first step 
to dwelling in its midst. The world is no better now than in 
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days of Lot ; evil abounds on all sides. Only when God chooses 
for, and guides, can any escape its contagion. 

6. THREE TYPES OF CHARACTER appear in Gen. xiv. 
The same three exist now : possibly each type represented here 
to-day. Well to study them, both as warnings and example, 
(i) People of Sodom thus described. ^* Sinners," tributaries, 
tired of yoke : they rebel, fight, and are reconquered. So now 
with the unsaved. They are "sinners," tributary to Satan; 
paying tribute of time, money, talents, influence, energies, 
&C. &C. After a time, tired of yoke, desirous of throwing it off, 
they begin to fight in their own strength; thinking they can 
resist temptation, leave off bad habits, conquer besettin? sin, 
and thus fit themselves for heaven. But not so. One '* dead 
in trespasses and sins" (£ph. ii. i) cannot give himself life, nor 
can a dead man act or fight. There must be the new birth 
(Lesson 9), the new nature : and then " strong in the Lord, and 
in the power of His might " (Eph. vi. 10), or the energising of 
the indwelling Spirit, the renewed soul can both fight and con- 
quer Satan (Jas. iv. 7 ; Rom. viii. 37). Trying in the old nature 
must end, as with the Sodomites — 1.^., in reconquering by Satan, 
a continuance of the old courses, perhaps worse than before, 
and the end " destruction" (Phil. iii. 18, 19). 

(2) Lukewarm Christians, typified by Lot, who knowing 
the Lord, are yet mixed up with the world and its ways. No 
separation — such as enjoined in Scripture (2 Cor. vi. 17, 18 ; 
Isa. Iii. II ; I Kings viii. 53). No testimony for God, equally 
enjoined (Isa. xliii. 10 ; Acts i. 8, v. 32). Hence, they are in- 
volved in the world's troubles, as Lot in Sodom's ; and though, 
through the goodness of God, they may be rescued, as Lot was 
by Abraham, if they continue, after such warning, to entangle 
themselves with the world and its ways, they may at last be 
only just pulled " out of the fire " (Jude 23), as Lot was, when 
''the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah" suffered the righteous 
" vengeance " of a holy God, and were turned " into ashes " (2 
Pet ii. 6 ; Jude 7). Any here settled in Sodom, and in danger 
of sharing its fate as Lot was ? Again I repeat, be warned in 
time. How sad to go through life, knowing the Lord, and yet 
so living, that if attempting to warn others of coming judgments 
you would seem — like Lot — " as one that mocked I " (Gen. xix. 
14). Lot had been too faithless in his walk, to be a witness for 
truth with his lips : hence, he could be of no use to others. 

(3) Whole-hearted Christians typified by Abraham. 
He was "the friend of God." The well-watered plain— />., 
earth's attractions — had no allurement for him. Sodom — 1>., 
the world — could not draw his heart from God. He had faith 
to overcome the world (i John v. 4, 5). He walked " by faith, 
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not by sight " (2 Cor. v. 7). He looked to God to guide each 
step (Rom. viii. 14 ; Ps. Ixxiii. 24, xxxii. 8), therefore was not in- 
volved in the disaster that overtook Lot ; but was at liberty to 
go forth and rescue his nephew ; and he received new favours 
from God on his return (see Lesson 17). 

Let each ask — solemnly as before God — ^To which class do I 
belong ? Am I tributary to Satan ? Slumbering in Sodom ? or 
witnessing for Christ ? May the Holy Spirit enable each to 
answer faithfully, revealing to each his true state, and leading 
out of Sodom any who may be now in it. Time is passing, the 
end draweth nigh, many signs seem to show we are in the " last 
times ; " and the — 

6. LAST WARS, spoken of in Joel iii. 9-14, may be nearer 
than many suppose. Terrible time ! Culmination of wars, and 
fearful judgments from the Lord. All nations leathered — no 
doubt expecting triumph, but in reality — to meet with judgment. 
Extent of preparations shown by the turning of implements of 
agriculture into implements of war (ver. 10). Look around, and 
see signs of such-like preparations. Every nation arming to 
teeth, and man's ingenuity taxed to invent and perfect weapons 
of war for the destruction of their fellow-men. In 1880, bush- 
rangers in Australia actually used ploughshares to fabricate 
armour before making attack upon the police ! foreshadowing 
what will be, on gigantic scale, in the terrible times spoken of 
by Joel and other prophets, which are as certain to come as did 
fulfilment of prophecy on Canaan. And none will be safe but 
those IN Christ, taken up — as we believe — before the great 
judgments of " the day of the Lord ; " but — if any of these begin 
before the removal of all the Lord's people, they need not fear. 
If IN Him, all will be well with them — as it was with Abraham — 
whatever wars or tumults there may be. But, remember, no 
safety, no protection out of Christ. When the earth has been 
purified for the reign of Jesus, then — 

7. WARS SHALL CEASE, and weapons of war be con- 
verted into implements of agriculture (Ps. xlvi. 9-11 ; Isa. ii. 
1-5 ; Hos. ii. 18 ; Mic. iv. 1-5;. Jesus, the ** Prince of peace," 
shall then reign for a thousand years, and His people with Him, 
while Satan is bound ; and though at the end of the thousand 
years " he shall be loosed,'* and once more gather all " nations " 
to "battle," they shall be " devoured " with fire "from God," 
and he himself consigned for ever to " the lake of fire " (Rev. 
XX. i-io). Then there will be peace on earth for evermore, as 
now there is peace in every heart where Jesus reigns ; and — 
should any foe assail — there is the spiritual armour, the sword 
of the Spirit and the power to wield it, and all that is needed to 
fight and overcome every spiritual enemy (Eph. vi. 10-18). 



XVII. 

/lDelcbl3e5eft ; or, *' Iftlng of peace/* 

Gen. xiv. 18-20; Ps. ex. 4; Heb. v. 6, 10, vi. 20, viL 

In the last lesson we saw Abraham engaged in war for the pur- 
pose of rescuing Lot, and returning victorious, with prisoners 
and spoil. 

To-day, see him, on his return, met by a remarkable person- 
age, the record of whom is very short, but it is striking, inter- 
esting, and most instructive. 

1. MELCHIZEDEK, "King of Salem,'' and "priest of the 
most high God," brought to Abraham refreshment, both for 
body and soul. Bread and wine to recruit the former ; the bless- 
ing of ** the most high God " to cheer and strengthen the latter. 

After war, most delightful to be met and sustained by " king 
of peace ^ (as Salem means). Moreover, this help to Abraham 
was sent most seasonably ; when he had to encounter, what to 
some would have been a far greater danger, than the kings and 
their armies, namely, the king of Sodom's offer of " the goods," 
as a reward for what he had done ; but the timely ministrations 
of the *' king " and " priest of the Most High," gave him strength 
to resist the wily offers of king of Sodom (Gen. xiv. 17, 21, 
22-24.) With the "Most High God" blessing him, through 
His ambassador, and showing He had provision for all his need, 
Abraham had no occasion to be beholden to the king of 
Sodom. 

If Christians render service to worldlings, let them beware 
how they accept reward for service from any but God (see 
Dan. V. 17), and they will have the same assurance that 
Abraham had " after these things ; " /.^., that the Lord was his 
" Shield and exceeding great Reward " (Gen. xv. i). What- 
ever new battles he might have to fight, or temptations to resist, 
the " Almighty " (Ex. vi. 3) was all he needed to ward off their 
attacks, and to compensate him for whatever he might have 
to endure. 

And what more can the child of God require now ? Jesus is 
the Christian's " Shield," to be used by faith. It encompasses 
him about, and protects him from all the "fiery darts" of the 
enemy ; and God's rewards are greater than man can imagine 
(Ps. V. 12, xxviii. 7, xxxiii. 20 ; Prov. xxx. 5 ; Eph. vi. 16 ; i Cor. 
ii. 9). But it is as — 

2. TYPE OF JESUS that we would more especially study 
Melchizedek, and the Scriptures at head of lesson leave us in no 
doubt on that subject. Melchizedek was "/nVj/," so Jesus. (See 
Heb. ii. 17, iii. i, iv. 14, 15, ix. 11, x. 21.) Priest tells of sacrifice. 
That has been offered ; Jesus, "the Lamb of God" (John i. 29), 
has been slain. He has entered holiest "by His own blood ;" 
and on that ground now "maketh intercession" for His people, 
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(Heb. ix. 12, 24, vii. 25.) Melchizedek was ^^ king^^ so Jesus 
(Ps. ii. 6, V. 2, xxiv. 7-10, xlv. i, &c. Ixxii. i ; Isa. vi. 5, xxxiii. 17- 
22 ; Zeph. iii. 15 ; Zech. ix. 9, with Matt. xxi. 5 ; John i. 49 ; 
Zech. xiv. 9, 16 ; Luke xix. 38, xxiii. 2, 3 ; John xix. 14, 15; 
Acts xvii. 7; I Tim. vi. 15 ; Rev. xix. 16). Though now only 
reigning in the hearts of His people, Christ Jesus will in due 
time reign not only over the nation of Israel, restored tp their 
.own land, but over "the kingdoms of this world" (Rev. xi. 15). 
He is now on the Father's throne (Rev. iii. 21 ; Heb. viii. i), 
but the time is coming when He "shall sit, and rule," and ** be 
a Priest upon His throne" (Zech. vi. 13.) His saints shall 
reign with Him, "His throne shall be established for ever- 
more," and "His dominion" "everlasting" (i Chron. xvii. 14; 
2 Sam. vii. 13, 16 ; Ps. Ixxxix. 4, 29 ; Dan. vii. 14, 27 ; Prov. 
xxix. 14). He shall reign as — 

3. ** KING OF RIGHTEOUSNESS," which is the meaning 
of Melchisedec (Heb. vii. 2). His kingdom shall be "estab- 
lished in righteousness " (Ps. Ixxii. 2, 3, Ixxxv. 13, xcvi. 13 ; 
Prov. xvL 12, XXV. 5 ; Isa. xi. 4, 5, xxxii. i, 16, li. 5 ; Jer. xxxiii. 
15). He will "bring in everlasting righteousness" (Dan. ix. 
24). He will "come and rain righteousness" (Hos. x. 12). 
These blessings are yet future ; but meanwhile, when Jesus 
reigns in the heart, there is righteousness (Rom. xiv. 17), for 
" in the Lord," the believer has " righteousness " (Isa. xlv. 24). 
** Christ Jesus" " of God is made" unto ** His people " " wisdom 
and righteousness" (i Cor. i. 30). He is "The Lord our 
Righteousness" (Jer. xxiii. 6), and He covers "with the 
robe of righteousness " (Isa. Ixi. 10). Abraham's y2i/VA "was 
counted unto him for righteousness;" and so with believer 
now (Rom. iv. 3-5). And there is laid up a "crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall 
give ... at that day : . . . unto all them . . . that love His appear- 
ing " (2 Tim. iv. 8). But again, Jesus is also — 

4. "KING OF PEACE." Salem means peace, and when 
the reign of Christ is established on earth there will be " peace" 
in all the world (Ps. Ixxii. 3, 7 ; Isa. xxxii. 17, Ixvi. 12 ; Zech. 
vi. 13). Heralded by the angels, when they announced the 
birth of Jesus — "on earth peace" (Luke ii. 14), as the result of 
that wondrous event ; the cry will be taken up on earth, and 
echoed back to heaven (as it was partially Luke xix. 38) — 

\ " peace in heaven " — when Jesus returns in triumph to establish 

His reign of peace. No sooner was the first war over, than 
! this universal peace was shadowed forth in the incident we are 

^ considering. But as Melchizedek met Abraham after the 

slaughter of the kings ; so will it be, after the destruction of 
the Lord's enemies, that He will rule in "righteousness" and 
" peace." We have seen, however, how Jesus now reigns in the 
hearts of His people ; and in the same spiritual sense. He is 
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even now " King of peace." (i) Jesus **made peace through 
THE BLOOD OF HiS CROSS*' (Col. L 2o); never forget that. 
There could be no peace either now or hereafter for one soul, 
without that. It cost the precious blood of Christ. He gave 
His life as perfect satisfaction to Divine justice ; was raised from 
the dead by the Father in proof of His acceptance of the same 
(Acts ii. 24, 33, iii. 15 ; Rom. i. 4, iv. 25 ; i Cor. xv. 17, 20^ and 
exalted to God*s right hand ; and thus God can be both ** just," 
and yet " the Justifier of him which believeth in Jesus " (Rom. 
iii. 23-26.) In the cross of Christ, "righteousness and peace 
have kissed each other" (Ps. Ixxxv. 10). God's perfect 
righteousness and justice have been vindicated ; sin punished, 
** put away " (Heb. ix. 26), and peace to the believer is one of the 
precious fruits of this wondrous sacrifice of Jesus, Who not 
only "made peace," but also (2) "He gives peace.'' The 
chastisement of our peace was upon Him" (Isa. liii. 5), but 
what cost Him so much, He bestows freely. It needs but faith 
to accept the gift so freely offered (Acts x. 36). Once the 
sinner, through the operation of the spirit, lays hold by faith 
on the finished work of Christ, he has "peace with God," 
through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom. v. i). Peace flows 
into his soul like a river (Isa. xlviii. 18; Ps. cxix..i65), and 
when the mind of the believer is truly "stayed'* on God, it 
reigns within, whatever storms and troubles may rage around 
(Isa. xxvi. 3). Peace was Christ's parting legacy to His 
people, "Peace I leave^ &c.; but more, He adds, " My peace 
I give^^ &c. (John xiv. 27.) None can bestow it but Him ; 
and when risen from the dead. His first greeting to His disciples 
was, "Peace unto you" (John xx. 21, 26). How many can 
testify to the blessedness of this peace ! 

Any here troubled in conscience, roused to a sense of sin, 
and trying to get peace for themselves? Give up the vain 
attempt. No peace except through the knowledge of sin 
pardoned. No pardon but through the "precious blood of 
Christ." No satisfaction for sin, but His ; and that is complete. 
Why try to add to His mighty ^^^nished" work little acts of 
reformation, which are but as "filthy rags" in God's sight? 
(Isa. Ixiv. 6). It dishonours God; and makes Him a liar, for 
He says that "a man is not justified by the works of the law, 
but by the faith of Jesus Christ" (Gal. ii. 16, see also John vi. 
29 ; Eph. ii. 8, 9). Look at Rom. iv. 1-5, 17, 21-25, ^^ to 
Abraham ; and observe, it was not written " for his sake alone," 
"but for us also," who believe in the same God of resurrection 
(as did Abraham) ; Who is able to quicken dead souls ; as He 
will also raise dead bodies to "life," or ^^Judement^^ (Eph. ii. 
I, 6; Rom. viii. 11; John v. 25, 28, 29, R.V.) Once more, 
Jesus not only "made peace," and gives peace ; but (3) " He 
IS OUR peace." The peace that Jesus bestows, is not merely 
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some emanation from Himself the result of appropriation by 
faith of His finished work ; but more than this, it is Himself : 
having " made peace," ** that He might reconcile . . . unto God ;" 
He " came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to 
them that were nigh ; " for " through Him we both have access," 
&c. (£ph. ii. 14, 17.) The assured knowledge of personal salva- 
tion, through a Personal Saviour dwelling in us, by the Holy 
Spirit, that is peace^ for it is ** Christ in " us Qohn xiv. i j, 23 ; 
«Rom. viii. 9-1 1 ; Gal. ii. 20; i Cor. vi. 19; 2 Cor. vi. 16; 
£ph. iii. 17 ; Col i. 27). Well may it be described as passing 
"all understanding ** (Phil, iv, 7), and see the sure ground; 
"reconciled to God by the death of His Son;" "saved by His 
life^^ (Rom. v. 10) ; for our — 

5. HIGH PRIEST " EVER Lf ATETH." He is "a priest for 
ever after the order of Melchisedec" (Heb. vii. 24-26, 21). Of 
the latter, no record of parents, or progeny (ver. 3), thus fitting 
type of Jesus, who is "from everlasting" (Mic. v. 2). His 
atonement was accomplished once for all^ on Calvary's Cross ; 
and now as "our Great High Priest," He pleads for His people 
on high, on the merit of that all-sufficient Sacrifice (Rom. vi. 
10 ; Heb. ix. 24-28, x. 14 ; i Pet. iii. 18 ; i John ii. i, 2). 

6. MELCHIZEDEK WAS SENT TO BLESS. So Jesus 
(Acts iii. 26). In Him, and Him alone, can any be blessed ; 
and all who are blessed, shall be blessed in Him (Rom. xv. 
29 ; Gal. iii. 14 ; Eph. i. 3). It was " while He blessed them " 
(Lukexxiv. 50, 51) that Jesus was "parted from" His disciples, 
" and carried up into heaven ;" and He will again come forth to 
bless those who are waiting and looking for Him, as did the high 
priest of old, after presenting blood of offerings (Lev. ix. 9, 1 1, 
22, 23 ; Luke i. 21 ; Heb. ix. 12, 28). Lastly — 

7. MELCHIZEDEK BROUGHT BREAD AND WINE. 
Wine often taken to represent joys of coming kingdom, so this 
type can only be fully brought out, when Jesus will return 
from the wedding, and come forth to serve waiting servants 
(Luke xii. 36, yf) ; but meanwhile, these symbols portray 
blessings of gospel, with its precious promises. Jesus, as 
" Bread of Life," sustains His people (John vi.), while the Holy 
Spirit is their exhilarating power (Eph. v. 18 ; Acts ii. 13-17), 
and Jesus bids them feed on Him, and be "filled with the 
Spirit" See how blessed Lord provides for all our need. 
Gave His life to save us from death eternal. Imparts to us 
new life (Lesson 6). Sustains that life when given. Pleads for 
us above ; and will come again, to receive us to Himself ; and 
to reign in power and great glory, as King of righteousness and 
peace. Meanwhile, He would have us — if His — show forth in 
lives, that we have Him as "^j/r Peace," and are covered with 
" the robe of righteousness," that all may know we are truly 
His (Acts iv. 13). 



XVIII. 

Zbc See5 ; or, Xlfe from 2)eatb* 

Gal. iii. 16-19; ^^' ^^i'* ^^> Hth. ii. 16. 

Interesting and instructive as it is to study God's Word, if 
we find not CHRIST there, it is of no avail. He is to be found 
— of those who seek — in every page ; for there it is that God 
deigns to reveal Himself tn Christ, through the Spirit ; and 
just in proportion as He is revealed to our souls does Bible- 
study profit. The word — 

1. " SEED " brings Christ prominently before us. There is 
no doubt about it, for God says plainly by the mouth of the 
Apostle Paul that the " Seed — is Christ." Now seed has two 
characteristics. // springs from what existed before ; and // 
virtually contaitis all that springs from it. As to the first of 
these, "it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Juda" (Heb. 
vii. 14), that is, that " as concerning the flesh," Christ — " Who 
is over all, God blessed for ever " — descended from Abraham, 
through his great grandson, Judah (Rom. ix. 5). Most impor- 
tant to bear this fact in mind, since God's promises depend 
upon it. " In thy Seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed." Such was His promise to Abraham ; so if Christ be 
not Abraham's " Seed," the promises come not through Him. 
But Scripture proves clearly and incontestably that He is so." 
" He took on Him the seed of Abraham " (Heb. ii. 16). Again, 
'* He saith not. And to seeds, as of many ; but as of one, and to 
thy Seed, which is Christ " (Gal. iii. 16). See also the genea- 
logies so carefully preserved (Matt. i. ; Luke iii. ; with i 
Chron. i. 1-4, 24-28, ii. i, 4, 5, 9-15, iii. 9-19). In St. Matthew's 
Gospel — which treats of our Lord more in Jewish connection as 
"the King,'* the Hope of Israel — we have His descent (chap, i.) 
traced from Abraham and David ; while in St. Luke— which 
Gospel more particularly treats of Him as " Son of man" — His 
genealogy goes back to Adam. And thus is He clearly shown 
to be the ** Seed" of Abraham, son of the first man, the " Seed" 
of the woman, the Son of God (Gen. iii. 15 ; Luke i. 35 ; GaL 
iv. 4), God and Man, One Christ, Perfect Saviour. Spoken of 
as Seed of David in Ps. xviii. 50, Ixxxix. 3, 4, 35, 36 ; Matt. i. i, 
and other passages. Thus truly does our Lord fulfil first 
characteristic of seed, the second equally so ; for when God 
spake to Abraham of his seed. He spake of all who should 
receive 

2. BLESSINGS IN AND THROUGH SEED—that is, 
Christ (Rom. iv. 16). These may be divided into three classes : 
(i) Israel after the flesh. The promises to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob (Gen. xxii. 18, xxvi. 4, xxviii. 14) bound up in 
the " Seed," secured blessing to the nation Israel, to which, as 
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man, our Lord belonged. The course of blessing to Israel was 
interrupted by their faithlessness, rebellion, crucifixion of their 
Messiah, and rejection of the Holy Ghost's testimony by the 
mouth of Stephen, thus filling up the measure of their iniquity 
(Matt, xxvii. 17, 22, 23 ; Acts vii. 52-58 ; Matt, xxiii. 32). But 
God's purpose of blessing to the nation shall yet be accom- 
plished, when, after " the great tribulation," they shall look on 
Him " Whom they pierced,'' " mourn for Him," be cleansed in 
the " Fountain opened," and receive Him as their true Israel or 
Prince, in and through Whom they shall be blessed (Jer. xxx. 
7 ; Dan. xii. I ; Matt. xxiv. 29 ; Isa. lix. 20 ; Zech. xii. 9-14, 
xiii. i; Ezek. xxxiv. 27, xxxvii. 25). 

(2) The NATIONS on earth during millennium, Israel 
their centre, blessing flowing out from Jerusalem, Messiah 
reigning, all nations going up to worship (Ps. Ixvii. 7 ; Isa. ii. 
2, 3, ix. i-ii, Ixvi. 20-23 J Mic. iv. 2, v. 2, 7 ; with Ps. Ixxii. 6 ; 
Zech. xiv. 16). (3) THE SPIRITUAL Seed of Abraham, who 
is the ^* father of all them that believe." They are his " seed,'' 
because in Christ. " If ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's 
seed, and heirs according to the promise " (Gal. iii. 29). How truly 
is Abraham described as "heir of the world." His literal seed 
heirs of promised land ; his spiritual seed " heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ" (Rom. iv. 11, 13, 16, ix. 7, 8, viii. 17). 
" All things " are theirs (i Cor. iii. 21-23). See the force of the 
promise, that in the "Seed" should all nations be blessed. 
But here the important question arises as to — 

3. HOW SEED PRODUCES FRUIT. // must die (i 
Cor. XV. 36). Hence the great lesson for to-day is. Life spring- 
ing out of death. Abraham and Sarah were ^^ as good as 
dead^^ before Isaac was born (Rom. iv. 17-19) ; but through the 
mighty power of God there sprang from him, in fulfilment of 
God's promise, " so many as the stars of the sky in multitude " 
(Heb. xi. 12). Again, Isaac was reckoned as dead; for God 
knew that His call alone kept Abraham from plunging the 
knife into the heart of his son : so he received him ^^from the 
deadp "in a figure" (Gen. xxii. 16 ; Heb. xi. 19), and from this 
dead and risen Isaac descended that great nation, now set 
aside, but yet to be restored to God's favour. 

So Christ, ** the Seed," must die, that sinners might have 
life through Him (John xii. 24, 32). His life, though perfect, 
could not atone for sin, but He gave it for a "ransom" (Matt. 
XX. 28 ; I Tim. ii. 6). He "poured out His soul unto death^^ 
(Isa. liii. 12). The true Isaac was not spared ; and through 
His death all who believe get life. They pass " from death 
unto life " (John v. 24). Do any ask, How is this ? How are 
dead souls quickened ? Scripture answers. By the Word and 

F 
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Spirit (Ps. cxix. 50 ; John iii. 3, S ; i Pet. i. 23). "The Seed 
is the Word ; '* the written Word ; the Living, or embodied 
Word (Lesson 2). That " Seed" sown on '*good ground," /.^., 
hearts prepared of the Lord, as was Lydia's (Acts xvi. 14), 
through the Holy Spirit's quickening power, springs up and 
yields fruit thirty, sixty, an hundred-fold (Luke viiL 11 ; Mark 
iv. 14, 20). Faith in " the Lord Jesus," and God, Who " raised 
Him from the dead," is salvation (Rom. x. 0) ; and the believer 
himself is said to be " dead with Christ ; ' and is to account, 
or reckon himself, '* to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. vi. 3-5, 8, 11, viii. 
10). And this " life of Jesus '* can only be manifested ** in our 
mortal flesh " by " always bearing about in the body the dying 
of the Lord Jesus" (2 Cor. iv. 10, 11). 

Thus forcibly does Scripture teach that there can be no life 
but through death. And " if we be dead with Christ, we believe 
that we shall also live with Him." That precious " Corn of 
wheat " fell into the ground, and died; and has borne, is bear- 
ing, and will bear a countless mass of fruit ; for Jesus is the 
Source of life and blessing to the innumerable millions who 
throughout eternity will sing praises to the " Lamb " that ** had 
been slain," and had redeemed them to God by His blood 
(Rev. V. 6, 9). Every soul that receives life owes it to Jesus* 
death ; and as He, by dying, bore much fruit, so must it be 
with them (Rom. vi. 4, 12-14^ 18, 22). See now the — 

4. CERTAINTY OF PROMISES bound up in the "Seed." 
First promise (Gen. iii, 15) was that the Seed of the woman 
should bruise the serpent's head, and this our Lord accom- 
plished " through death " (Heb. ii. 14). " In Adam," as federal 
head of whole human race, " all die ; " but " in Christ " — " the 
Seed"—" shall all be made alive" (i Cor. xv. 22). "All" fell 
in Adam ; but God, in grace and mercy, has provided a Saviour 
for " all " (John i. 29 ; I John iv. 14 ; i Tim. ii. 4, 6) if only 
they will accept and receive Him. The promise made in Eden 
was fulfilled on Calvary. 

Then see promises to Abraham (Gen. xii. 3, 7, xviii.i8, xxi. 
12, xxii. 18 ; with Rom. ix. 7, and Heb. xi. 18), showing dis- 
tinctly how all were to be fulfilled through Isaac. Hence, the 
far greater trial (Lesson 15) when called to offer him up ; but. 
as we saw, faith, not reason, guided Abraham. He trusted 
implicitly in God, as having both the power and will to perform 
His promises. " Unto Abraham " was the gospel preached, as 
we learn by Gal. iii. 8 ; and from this and our Lord's words 
(John viii. 56) we may infer that he knew to Whom the pro- 
mises referred, i,e,^ not merely to Isaac, but to his Antitype— 
the Lord Jesus, Thus, these prophetic words — " God will pro* 
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vide *' (Gen. xxii. 8) — were of double import. Verified first in 
the immediate provision of a ram, but completely fulfilled in 
after ages in the Person of the Saviour. " Jehovah Jireh " is 
a precious Name to the Lord's people, assuring them that their 
God and Father is alike able and willing to supply "^i//» their 
need, " by Christ Jesus " (Phil. iv. 19). It is well to meditate on 
the precious gospel preached to Abraham. The covenant 
promise of the Saviour as his "Seed" (Acts iii. 25), which 
covenant was " confirmed ... of God in Christ '* (Gal. iii. 17), yea, 
confirmed " by oath." Gk)d " sware by Himself,** that by " two 
immutable things " — ^1.^., God and His oath — " we might have a 
strong consolation, who have fled for refuge," &c. (Gen. xxii. 
16 ; Heb. vi. 13-19). But lastly comes practical question — 

6. WHOSE ARE THE PROMISES? Already partially 
answered under second head (3). They belong to " the children 
of the promise," who are "counted for the seed^ (Rom. ix. 8). 
Those who have been " bom of the Spirit," and " are led by the 
Spirit " (John iii. 5 ; Rom. viii. 14 ; Gal. iv. 28, 29). Those 
who are Christ's, and therefore " Abraham's seed ; " for since 
all the promises are bound up in " the Seed " — Christ— each 
and all who are in Him must needs inherit the promises with 
Him. 

Have you believed in God as the God of resurrection ? Has 
there been any work of the Spirit in your heart leading you to 
lay hold of Christ by faith ? As Abraham believed God could 
give back Isaac from the dead, so must we believe He has 
raised Isaac's Antitype (Rom. iv. 17, 24, 25 ; Heb. xi. 19). On 
that hangs all. The resurrection of Christ proves the Father's 
acceptance of Son's work, and— IN Him — of all who believe, 
for believers are quickened out of the grave of Christ (Acts xiii. 
30, 37, with I Pet. i. 3). Are you in Christ ? Hence ** Abra- 
ham's seed, and heirs according to the promise." If so, are you 
claiming and living out aU the privileges attached thereto with 
humble confidence? What if to share Christ's glory entails 
suffering first (Rom. viii. 17 ; 2 Tim. ii. 12, see Lesson 11), is it 
not worth it ? Those who ** will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution " (2 Tim. iii. 12). But to be ^^^ven " to suffer 
for Christ's sake is accounted a privilege (PhiL 1. 29). Opposi- 
tion from world there will be, but victory to him that believeth 
on " Son of God " (i John v. 4, 5). Opposition from Satan, 
but power given to resist and overcome. Old nature crops up, 
but flesh must be " crucified with Christ " (Gal. ii. 20, v. 17, 24). 
Jesus died to save ixQxa power as well as punishment due to sin 
(Rom. vi. 14). All we need is treasured up in Jesus, in Whom 
" all fulness '^ dwells (Col. i. 19). 
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Substitution; or, **Zbc 5ust for tbe xanjust/' 

Gen. xxii. 13 ; I Pet. iiL 18, il 24 ; Isa. liii. 5, 6 ; 2 Cor, v. 21. 

So much precious truth in Gen. xxii., taken in connection with 
other parts of Scripture, that we return to it again to look more 
particularly at the substitutionary aspect of the death of Jesus. 
May the Holy Spirit bring home the subject to all present in all 
its fulness and blessedness. 

In Scripture, mankind is represented as divided into — 

1. TWO CLASSES. "Lost" and "found" (Luke xv.); 
"wicked" and "righteous" (Mai. iii. 18) ; "of the night" and 
" of the day " (i Thess. v. 4, 5) ; " children of wrath " and " chil- 
dren of God" (Eph. ii. 3 ; Gal. iii. 26); "unjust" and "just" 
(Acts xxiv. 15). The former of each of these describe men as 
they are by nature, descended from fallen Adam, bom in sin, 
&c. There may be, and are, shades and grades ; but speaking 
broadly, the natural man is truly represented by the above 
terms. The latter of each describe those in a state of grace; 
that is, who have been " found" by "the Good Shepherd" and 
are accounted " righteous," because " the righteousness of God " 
is upon them (Rom. iii. 22). They have been brought into the 
" Light," even Jesus (John viii. 12) ; they have received " the 
adoption of sons " ^GaL iv. 5, 6) ; they are justified by faith in 
the blood of Jesus (Rom. iii. 24, 25, v. 9), for none are righteous 
or just in themselves : One only is "just," Z.^., God ; and Jesus, 
Who is God, is " the Just One " (Acts vii. 52). Our lesson to-day 
teaches, that it is because of the death of the blessed — 

2. SUBSTITUTE, JESUS, "THE JUST ONE," that any 
have experienced that wondrous change described as "from 
death unto life" (Lesson 18; John v. 24), "from darkness to 
light" (Acts xxvi. 18), from the abiding " wrath of God," to His 
favour and acceptance (John iiL 36 ; Eph. i. 6). 

In the "ram" sacrificed "in the stead of" Isaac, the doctrine 
of substitution is plainly set forth. There was the altar of wood, 
the fire, the knife uplifted, the victim bound ; and by the sub- 
stitution of the ram, Isaac vf^s reckoned to have died, So is the 
sinner under condemnation of death, the sword of Divine jus- 
tice is uplifted against him ; but the blessed Lord Jesus — Anti- 
type of the ram—died as Substitute, and every one that believes 
on Him is accounted to have died with Him (Rom. vi.; Lesson 
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r8). Sin separated from God, and brought death into the world 
(Rom. V. 12 ; Lesson 6) ; and " without shedding of blood is no 
remission" (Heb. ix. 22). But— "all have sinned" (Rom. iii. 
23), and no sinner's blood could serve for " remission " of an- 
other's sins, since he himself is under ** the wrath of God," and 
sentence of death. A perfect Man was needed, and such was 
the Lord Jesus Christ, *' sinless" and perfectly "holy" from 
birth to grave (Heb. iv. 15, vii. 26 ; i Pet. ii. 22 ; John viii. 29 ; 
Ps. xl. 8, with John iv. 34, v. 30). And yet more than this 
needed, since even a perfect man could only save himself. But 
Jesus was God as well as Man ; and the Divinity gave infinite 
worth to the Sacrifice accomplished in the humanity. And 
what a Sacrifice I He Who was Jehovah's "Fellow" (Zech. 
xiii. 7) was not only sent by the Father " in the likeness of sin- 
ful flesh " (Rom. viii. 3), but He, though " without sin^^ was — 

3. " MADE ... SIN for us " (2 Cor. v. 21). Observe the force 
of the expression. The representation or embodiment of sin. 
That deadly evil — sin — introduced into Eden by Satan, became 
embodied in Him " Who knew no sin." That perfectly holy, 
sinless Being was " made sin^ in order to meet God's righteous 
anger against the " abominable thing " that He hates (Jer. xliv. 4) 
and that has ruined the world. Look at Calvary, and see there 
God's thought about sin 1 See Him hiding His face from His 
" beloved Son." Thus did sin separate " Him" from His GOD 
(Mark xv. 34). None can penetrate the awful mystery of that 
time, wh^n the full punishment due to sin was poured out on 
the Divine Sin-Bearer ! It is shrouded in impenetrable 
clouds, as was the human body of the blessed Sufferer during 
those three hours of supernatural darkness. 

But, while we see God's hatred of sin revealed at Calvary, 
behold there also, clearly shining forth, His love to the sinner^ 
in giving His " well-beloved Son" as an all-sufficient Substitute 
(John iii. 16). And think also of the love of Jesus, in submitting 
to be " made sin," that all who believe " might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him." The ram was killed, Isaac 
lived. Jesus died, the believer lives. Christ "/«/ away sin by 
the sacrifice of Himself" (Heb. ix. 26) ; hence, God can deal in 
grace and mercy with sinner. Because " the Just " suffered, 
God can still be "just," and yet justify, or account just, all who 
believe in His acceptance of that wondrous Sacrifice of love ; so 
deep, so full, beyond all human comprehension. But further — 

4. JESUS BARE HIS PEOPLE'S "SINS in His own 
body on the tree" (i Pet. ii. 24 ; Heb. ix. 28). Not only was 
sin " put away," that great principle of evil, that has pervaded 
mankind since the fall, the evil inherent in all by nature, but 
all the "sins" of all His people were borne by their blessed 
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Substitute when hanging on the accursed tree. He was '' made 
a curse for us *' (Gal. iii. ia-14). Solemn words in loth verse 
for those thinking to saue themselves " by the works of the law ;** 
they are described as " under the curseJ^ Mark well the 
expression, for so many are deluded on the subject of " works f* 
whereas ** every one" is pronounced " cursed" that keepeth not 
the *' whole law," which same truth is taught in Jas. ii. 10 ; and 
this explains the expression, '^ the wrath of God abideth on 
him" (John iii. 36). With such strong expressions as these, 
how can any look to works for salvation ? '* By the law is the 
knowledge of sin," and it serves to show its exceeding sinful- 
ness (Rom. iii. 20, vii. 13), and, at the same time, the consequent 
hopelessness of salvation through other than the Divine Substi- 
tute. Then, the question arises, how can we know whether this 
great salvation is for us ? God gives the answer in His Word. 

6. "THE LORD HATH LAID ON HIM THE INI- 
QUITY OF US ALL" (Isa. liii. 6). Blessed truth, of incal- 
culable and invaluable importance ! for since the Lord hath 
done itf we need not fear. Jesus was " smitten of God" for 
" our transgressions," " our iniquities " (vs. 4-7, 10). We have 
all "gone astray ;" "there is none that doeth good, no, not 
one" (Ps. xiv. 1-3 ; Rom. iii. 10-18); but — ^the Sacrifice is all- 
sufficient. It is of the Lord's providing. Remember, Jeho- 
vah JiREH. Had we to provide a remedy for ourselves, we 
must give up the attempt in despair ! Had we even to lay our 
guilt on another, we could not do it ; but the Lord hath done it, 
and we can believe He has. 

6. APPROPRIATION BY FAITH is what is needed for 
each. Have you been led by the Holy Spirit to appropriate 
the merits of Christ's sacrifice ? Can you each say. He bore 
my sins? Can you say. He "loved me, and gave Himself for 
me^ f (GaL iL 20). Nothing less than this personal appropria- 
tion of the work of Christ can suffice. Nothing more is needed 
for salvation. If Christ bare your sins, then you are justified 
before God ; that is reckoned or accounted just : because if 
"the Just One" suffered in your stead, God, Who is perfectly 
justy could not — ^with reverence be it spoken — punish twice for 
the same offence. (Illustrate by man brought before judge 
for large debt. A friend pays all^ he goes free ; the judge could 
not in justice demand double payment.) If Jesus paid your 
debt to God, you are free; you stand acquitted of the charge 
against you. 

In Levitical economy, those who offered sacrifices were to 
lay their hand on the victim's head (Lev. iv. 4, 15, 24, 29^ 33), 
to show their identification with the sin-offering that God had 
appointed as a substitutionary sacrifice, typifying always the 
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" One" Great " Sacrifice" of " the Lamb of God." Even 
now the sinner by faith identifies himself with the true Sin- 
offering, the all-sufficient Sacrifice provided by God. That is, 
by the operation of the Holy Spirit, he believes that God is 
perfectly satisfied with the satisfaction made by Jesus for his 
sins. ** The blood of bulls and of goats " could not " take away 
sins;" but Jesus "by one Offering hath perfected for ever 
them that are sanctified " (Heb. x. 4, 14). Here, indeed, is true 
ground for peace. Once enabled, through the Spirit's power, 
to lay hold of the wondrous truth that God hath laid my sins on 
Jesus, peace and joy fill the soul. What calm now ! what com- 
fort in the hour of departure, if called out of the world before 
the return of the Lord 1 for ^Christ be mine now, ^" to live is 
Christ," then " to die is gain," for it is departing " to be with 
Christ, which is far better" (PhiL i. 21, 23). Lastly, remember 
it is — 

7. "BY HIS STRIPES WE ARE HEALED." Any here 
who have not yet been healed ? There is healing for all who 
need. Healing implies sickness or disease. Sin is a deadly 
disease. Deadly^ because it kills the bodies of all — even of 
believers till the Lord come — and if not healed in this life, kills 
soul likewise, which is far worse, meaning eternal separation 
from God (Lesson 6), misery that never ends (2 Thess. i. 9 ; 
Mark ix. 43-48). In illness, or disease of body, how eager are 
people to seek remedy ; why not for deadly disease of sin ? Be- 
cause they will not own themselves sick or diseased, ue,^ sinners 
(Matt. ix. 12, 13). But — however humiliating — we must come 
as sinners^ diseased; and then^ Jesus will heal us with " His 
stHpes^^ borne in our stead. Think of what that word implies. 
You have doubtless read or heard of sufferings of those who 
have received many lashes or stripes ; of their bruised, lace- 
rated, bleeding bodies and gaping wounds ! and to think of 
tortures inflicted by Russian knout, enough to freeze blood in 
veins. But the sufferings of Redeemer not confined to bodyj 
"stripes" used rather to express tortures of mind and soul 
when separated from God, endured that He might be entitled 
to heal us, who have rebelled against Him, and often, it may be, 
scorned His love, slighted His offers of mercy. Oh ! think of 
" His stripes," and ask God in His grace to make you partaker 
of their healing virtue. They were homt for usj but there are 
other stripes to be borne by those who will not come to be 
healed by Jesus' stripes, who will not believe on Him as their 
Substitute, and as having been judged for them (Luke xii. 47, 
48 ; John xii. 47, 48). May God in His grace avert them from 
all here. 
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Zbc Call of IRefteftab ; or, Jmpottant diuestton 

anD answer* 

Gen. xxiv., especially ver. 58. 

Scripture relates two salient points in the history of Isaac : 
his being " offered up," and the calling out of- his bride. The 
latter brought before us to-day, and first we will consider — 

1. THE NARRATIVE. God had promised to Abraham a 
numerous seed ** in Isaac '* (Gen. xxi. 12), and as He works by 
means, Isaac must marry. But difficulties present themselves. 
Isaac must not wed with any of the sinful inhabitants of Canaan, 
nor must he return to the land of his fathers, lest he should be 
tempted to remain there (vs. 2, 6). Abraham had been called 
to " come out" from thence ; and Isaac must dwell in the land 
promised by God to Abraham and his " seed." These diffi- 
culties were met by sending Abraham's " eldest servant " — no 
doubt " Eliezer of Damascus " (Gen. xv. 2), steward of his 
house — to negotiate a marriage for his son. 

It has been customary in the world's history for monarch s to 
negotiate, through their ambassadors, for the marriage of their 
son with a princess of some distant land. They have gone, 
laden with gifts — as was Eliezer (ver. 22) — ^for the expected 
bride and her relations. They have had to give an account — 
as did Eliezer (ver. 35, &c.) — of the prince and his father ; 
and of the portion to be given to the bride, and not un- 
frequently have escorted the willing bride to the home of 
her intended husband before she had even seen him, but not 
before plighting her troth to him in the person of the ambas- 
sador, even as Rebekah did (ver. 58). In these days of rail- 
ways and easy communication, the great ones of earth seldom 
marry without seeing and knowing something of one another ; 
but the custom alluded to helps to understand the mission of 
Abraham's servant. The custom of going daily to the well to 
water the fiocks seems more strange, as in these days high-born 
women are not thus employed ; but in patriarchal times, as 
now in colonies, it was customary for ladies to be engaged in 
many pastoral and domestic duties : and such like occupations 
are not incompatible, as we see in Rebekah, with courteous 
manners in performing lowly acts of kindness (vs. 18-20). But 
see the—— 

2. PRACTICAL LESSONS taught in this narrative, (i) 
Prayer and trust stand out conspicuously, alike in master 
and servant. They generally, nay always, go together ; for a 
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man oi faith will be a man of prayer. He undertakes nothing 
without /niy^r (PhiL iv. 6), and trusts implicitly and solely to 
God to " undertake " for him (Isa. xxxviii. 14). The Lord God 
was l^efore Abraham and the servant in the whole transaction. 
The oath of the servant must be taken in His sight (ver. 3). 
It is well to bear this in mind. Abraham could say with touch- 
ing confidence, " The Lord God . . . shall send His angel before 
thee," the angel, or " Messenger of the covenant " (Mai. iii. i), 
for Abraham could rest on the covenant promises of Jehovah 
(Gen. XV. 18, xvii. 4). Even so can the Lord's people now trust 
to His promises, founded on "the blood of the everlasting cove- 
nant " (Matt, xxviii. 20 ; John xiv. 16 ; Heb. i. 14, xiii. 5, 20, 
Lesson 44). And what ground for comfort and confidence in 
such promises as these. 

As with Abraham, so with the servant. Both alike counted 
on the guiding presence of the " Angel ;" no wonder, therefore, 
the mission was successful. Would that masters and servants 
always so acted in prayerful trust in God ! Masters ordering 
nothing, desiring their servants to engage in nothing, on which 
they cannot ask God's blessing ; and servants looking to their 
masters' God and their own, to order and bless whatever it is 
their duty to undertake for their masters* welfare. Happy, 
indeed, are such Christian households : going straightforward 
in the path of duty, and following fearlessly where God points 
out the path, leaving the conseojuences to Him. 

If the damsel were not wilhng to go, the servant would be 
quit of his oath (ver. 8). There was rest and comfort. So with 
us, if the Lord's servants ; it is our duty to obey^ not question. 
Quite different if we are following our own ways ; then the 
responsibility of consequences rests on us. God's way must be 
sought by prayer and the study of His Word ; and every step 
should be taken in prayer, as was the journey of Abraham's 
servant, and see the blessing which resulted. (2) Humility 
also shines out in this incident. Eliezer addresses the Almighty 
as the Lord God of his master ; but, blessed be His Name, He 
is as much the God of the meanest on earth, if a believer, as of 
Abraham himself. "He giveth grace unto the lowly," "the 
humble " (Prov. iii. 34; Jas. iv. 6; I Pet. v. 5). He exalteth 
and divelleth in them (Luke i. 52 ; Isa. Ivii. 15). He heareth 
their cry (Ps. ix. 12), as He did that of Eliezer ; and He not 
only hears, but (3) He answers true prayer, by whomso- 
ever addressed (Matt. xxi. 22 ; i John v. 14, 15). Mark also how 
the servant prays as to details^ and how God answers in minute 
particulars lys, 14, 18-20). Nothing is too small, nothing too 
hard, for the Lord (Luke xii. 7 ; Jer. xxxii. 17, 27). What 
teaching have we here for daily life 1 Remark again. Before 
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the servant had done speaking (ver. 15) the answer came, 
just as with Daniel (Dan. ix. 21). And see the promises we 
have to lean upon (Isa. Ixv. 24 ; Matt. vii. 7, 8). How many of 
God's children can testify to the blessed answers they have 
received to prayer I 

Abraham s trust was not in vain, nor will it be with any of 
the Lord's children (compare vs. 7, 27, 40, 48). And as the 
servant testified to the goodness of the Lord, so should we also 
who have experienced His guiding, protecting power. Observe 
the words of " Laban and Bethuel " (ver. 50) : " the thing pro- 
ceedeth from the Lord; we cannot speak unto thee bad or 
good." Delightful to see by the eye of faith what God would 
have ; beware of adding aught, whether good or bad. See 
now — 

3. THE TYPICAL TEACHING of narrative. It pictures 
to us the calling out of the Church, as exemplified in our Lord's 
parable (Matt. xxiL), where He says : " The kingdom of heaven 
is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son." 
That Son is Tesus ; the "Church of God" is the "bride," " the 
Lamb's wife " (Acts xx. 28 ; Rev. xxi. 2, 9). 

In the call of Abraham we have a type of individual members 
of the Church only, while that of Rebekah represents more the 
Church as a wholes though doubtless it applies to individuals 
likewise. 

As before said, we have two striking events in Isaac's history, 
and both are deeply significant of his Antitype. Isaac had been 
•* offered," and " in figure " received from the dead (Heb. xi. 
17-19, Lesson 15), and now a bride is sought for him. So 
Christ died, and rose again ; and then the Holy Spirit was sent 
to call out the Church — the " Bride," quickened out of the grave 
of Christ (as typified in the deep sleep of Adam, Lesson 4). 
" This day have I begotten thee " (i Pet. i. 3 ; Ps. ii. 7 ; Heb. i. 5). 

Eliezer called Rebekah; so — on "the day of Pentecost" the 
Holy Spirit called out 3000, as the first nucleus, to be baptized 
into one body — the Church (i Cor. xii. 13 ; Lesson 14) ; con- 
tinually increasing till last number of elect accomplished, when 
the Church will be caught up " to meet the Lord in the air '* (i 
Thess. iv. 17), as Rebekah was taken to meet Isaac in field, and 
so "ever be with the Lord." 

The servant's mission to Rebekah was founded on oath, so 
are all God's covenant dealings with the Church (Gen. xxii. 16 ; 
Heb. vi. 13-18 ; Lesson 18). "Chosen" in Christ "before the 
foundation of the world" (Eph. i. 3, 4 ; Ps. cxxxix. 15, 16; 
Rom. viii. 29, 30), in eternal purpose of Jehovah ; worked out 
by death and resurrection of Jesus, and revealed by the Spirit 
to the souL Thus, drawn by the Father's love (i John iv. 9, 
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10, 19), the soul is made "willing" (Ps. ex. 3), as Rebekah was, 
to accept the Son ! And now comes the all-important ques- 
tion. Who will — 

4. DECIDE FOR CHRIST? There must be the indi- 
vidual response from each soul. The question to Rebekah is 
put to each who hears the gospel invitation, " Wilt thou go ? " 
Rebekah not forced, nor are^^«. God has given to xazxifree 
will, Rebekah knew naught of the oath or purpose concerning 
her ; so none know whom God has predestinated to be member 
of body of Christ ; 1.^., of Church : ue,^ of Bride of Lamb. But 
we do know that His choice is founded on l^\s foreknowledge 
(i Pet. i. 2) of who will respond to the call as Rebekah did. 
God's counsel must stand, being based on ''two immutable 
things ;" but it depends upon you and me individually whether 
we are made partakers of the rich blessings prepared by God 
" for them that love Him." On each rests the responsibility of 
accepting or refusing. None can answer for another. Re- 
bekah's family could not decide for her ; she must herself 
answer the question, " Wilt thou go ? " And upon her answer 
depended her whole future. So with each one who hears invi- 
tations of gospeL Beware of delay (ver. 55) in deciding for 
Christ. Friends may desire it, Satan will suggest it. Ten days 
easily grow into weeks, months, years ! till invitation forgotten, 
lost opportunity cannot be regained. And may be, death comes 
before the decision is taken ! May the Lord make all here 
willing, even now^ to say with Rebekah, '' I will go." It may 
entail trial, or self-denial. Rebekah had to leave home and 
kindred, but well worth (Mark x. 29, 30). Doubtless the 
servant unfolded on journey further details of master's riches, 
goodness, &c. So does Holy Spirit testify of God in Christ 
Qohn XV. 26, xvi. 13-15 ; i Cor. ii. 9-12) through written Word 
— as believers travel on in life's journey — for all that is the 
Father's is Christ's ; and He opens understanding to receive 
more and more of the riches of God's love, goodness, mighty 
power, " all-sufficiency in all things " (2 Cor. ix. 8). Once more, 
Wilt thou " deal kindly and truly with my master ? " (ver. 49). 
Has not God dealt so with you in sending Son to die aiid Holy 
Spirit to testify of Him, draw you to Him, and guide you safely 
to heavenly home ? What joyful anticipations of future must 
Rebekah have had touching her approaching union with Isaac ; 
and so Church with the Lord ! Any here who do know some- 
thing of this ? who are being " led by the Spirit " (Rom. viii. 
14-17) ? Not told that Rebekah cast regretful look behind. Let 
not Satan tempt you to do so (see Luke ix. 62) ; but may you go 
trustfully forward, as she did, delighting to hear of '' the Bride« 
groom," and preparing to meet Him ! It may be very soon I 
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Jacol) tbe '' Supplantet ; '' or, ©oD's So\>e^ 

teignts anD ©race* 

Gen. xxvii. 36 ; Rom. ix. 12 ; Gen. xxviii. 15. 

Two words, "Supplanter" and ** Prince," bring before the 
mind Jacob by nature and Jacob by grace. The first of these 
we have to consider to-day, and in doing so shall see also the 
sovereignty and grace of God displayed ; and not only that, 
but that God's sovereignty in no way interferes with man's free 
will. Both are to be traced in Jacob's history. To God's free 
grace alone he owed what good he received ; while his own plot- 
ting, planning, and deceiving marred the blessings which would 
otherwise have been poured out on him in abundant measure. 
Look at him, then, as — 

1. SUPPLANTER. Before the birth of her twin sons- 
Esau and Jacob — Rebekah was told by God that two nations 
should be born of her, and that the elder should serve the 
younger (Gen. xxv. 23) ; but Scripture is silent as to whether she 
told Jacob. We may conclude he did not know ; but, if he did, 
he was wrong to try and snatch by force — or rather subtilty — 
what God purposed iogive him. See first how (i) Birthright 
SOLD by Esau, through Jacob's taking advantage of his bro- 
ther's hunger and fatigue (Gen. xxv. 29-34). Esau the hunter 
comes home weary from the chase — impatient — cares only to 
gr^Xiiy present desire; regardless oi future. How like many 
now ! Present gratification the one thought. Future conse- 
quences forgotten ; though they must come, in due course, as 
with Esau, who, despising birthright, was afterwards deprived 
of blessing (Heb. xii. 16, 17). Esau erred in despising his birth- 
right ; for while it is wrong to be proud of the position God 
gives, it is equally so to despise it ; rather should it be used for 
**the glory of God." If high-placed, using the large oppor- 
tunities given for influencing others, by example and many other 
ways ; if in humble rank, content to serve God in that sphere. 
There are ways of serving God in all ranks and stations. If 
called to rule, it should be in the fear of God ; if to serve, 
remembering Him Who, though " equal with God," yet " took 
upon Him the form of a servant " (Phil. ii. 6, 7). And what 
good did the birthright do Jacob personally ? None that we 
know of. Again (2) The Blessing snatched by Jacob through 
subtilty : a second time acting as " Supplanter," and taking 
what was intended for Esau (Gen. xxvii). The patriarchal 
blessing was prophetical, no doubt inspired by God ; but God's 
sovereign purpose of grace towards Jacob would have been 
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brought about far more advantageously to himself without his 
scheming, subterfuge, and lies. The whole scene is a humbling 
picture of human nature. Isaac and Rebekah, both God's 
people, led into sin. Isaac was governed by \\i^ flesh — his love 
of savoury meat ; Rebekah, by the desire to seize what God had 
designed to give; and Jacob—at his mother's instigation — lies 
for the same purpose. (Prov. xii. 22 tells us God's mind as to 
that.) 

These things are recorded to show what man is. At best, 
imperfection. No perfect human being ever trod the earth 
save One, the " Man Christ Jesus. " Human biographies often 
make men and women appear perfect ; but not so the Bible, 
because God's Word paints man as he is. Sins blotted out and 
forgiven are yet recorded there, to magnify Divine grace in 
saving sinners. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are among *^ the 
spirits of just men made perfect." God is still their God (Heb. 
xii. 23 ; Luke xx. 37) ; but their histories remain, to show that 
they were men " of like passions " with ourselves. 

If God intends blessing. He will send it in His own time and 
way, which is the ^^j/(Num. xxiii. 19). What we need is simple, 
trusting confidence in Him, and quietly waiting His time (Isa. 
XXX. 15 ; Ps. xxxvii. 5-7 ; Prov. iii. 5 ; Lam. iii. 25, 26). This 
may involve trial, and great exercise of patience ; but there are 
sweet lessons to be learnt by the child of God when thus wait- 
ing and leaning on Him (Heb. x. 2f> \ Jas. i. 3, 4, v. 7, 8 ; Rom. 
V. 3-5 ; I Pet i. 7). Jesus was ever thus, as Man, dependent 
on " the Father," doing His will, subject to Him, and in all 
things seeking His glory (John v. 19, 20, vii. 18, viii. 50). Jacob, 
in his early history, preferred his own time and way to God's, 
and see (3) the Results, a. Dissension sown between the 
brothers^ and in consequence, Jacob's life in danger. b» Jacob 
became an alien from homej and for twenty years was subject 
to servitude, deception^ and counterfeiting of Laban (Gen. xxix. 
15, xxxi. 41). c. Rebekah saw no more her favourite son (ob- 
serve her words. Gen. xxvii. 13) whom she had so wrongly 
influenced, and for whose interest — as she thought — she had 
acted so sinfully. And, d, Isaacs declining years were embit- 
tered. Thus did Jacob suffer, and caused others to suffer, by his 
wrong-doings ; but man's failures cannot hinder the action of — 

2. GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY AND GRACE, (i) His so- 
vereignty is remarkably displayed in hindering Isaac from 
bestowing the blessing upon one who ministered to his fleshly 
appetite (Gen. xxv. 28) ; and that one not the one for whom 
the Almighty had designed the richer blessing. Man may 
plot, and think to act for himself; but God can make him 
the instrument in His hand for carrying out His purposes, 
(2) Grace shown touchingly in meeting the poor lonely )van* 
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derer, just as He now does the poor wandering lost sheep. 
(Apply, and press home.) See Jacob fleeing from home, be- 
nighted, and lying down to rest beneath the canopy of heaven, 
with only a stone for his pillow ! It is in this sad, helpless 
state that the God of grace comes to him, and vouchsafes the 
gracious dream of — 

3. THE LADDER ; the LORD above it, revealing Himself 
to Jacob as God of his fathers, renewing to him His promises 
made to them and " seed ;" and adding special promises of pro- 
tection to him in all places, till His purposes of grace and mercy 
were fulfilled (Gen. xxviii.) IVhat tender love, mercy, grace ; 
showing forgiveness of the past, and giving assurance of protec- 
tion in the future. It should have been a new starting-point for 
Jacob, as the nearness of God was revealed to him, and the way 
of access made plain. It was truly Beth-el, the House of God ; 
for the Lord Himself was there. But in spite of all this, Jacob 
still looks to himself his intentions, &c., and says, " If God," 
&c. (vs. 20, 21), ^^ then shall the Lord be my God.** Thus 
— with his " tf^ — he throws a doubt on the faithfulness of God, 
instead of throwing himself unreservedly on the One Who 
had displayed such grace and love. So he had to reap as he 
sowed. But what most concerns us is to look at the ladder in 
its typical character, pointing to (i) Jesus, the only " Wav" 
TO God (John xiv. 6). He is the ** Door," or " Gate of heaven" 
(John X. 9). By Him alone earth and heaven united ; the world 
reconciled to Giod (2 Cor. v. 19). Through Him, ** access by one 
Spirit unto the Father" (Eph. ii. 18). (2) Jesus became man. 
" Ladder set up on the earth." " The mighty God " tabernacled 
with men (Isa. ix. 6; John i. 14), in the Person of the Son, that 
by dying, in the very nature that had sinned, He might reunite 
man to God, from Whom sin had separated him. (3) Jesus 
" ASCENDED UP TO HEAVEN." Even when on earth as ** Son of 
man " he was ** in heaven" (John iii. 13), just as the "ladder set 
up on the earth" "reached to heaven." See Jesus stooping in 
love to touch the leper on earth — ^^Iwill^ be thou clean " (Matt, 
viii. 3)— as if with one hand, while with the other he grasps the 
throne above^ saying, " Father, / will thsit they also," &c. (John 
xvii. 24). And more than this : God having " raised Him up 
from the dead," He " ascended on high " (Acts xiii. 34 ; Ps. 
Ixviii. 18), entering the holiest "by His own blood," as the 
" Forerunner " of His people ; proof of sin atoned for, sacrifice 
accepted, way opened for sinners (Heb. vi. 20, ix. 12, x. 19, 20). 
And (4) BY Jesus, believer mounts to heaven. As the 
Holy Spirit convicts or convinces of sin and need of Saviour, 
80 He reveals Jesus as the "Ladder," "the Gate of heaven ;" 
and the instant the soul by faith lays hold of Jesus, the foot is 
placed^ so to speak, on first step of ladder; or rather, I would 
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say, it is the hand that should first grasp it ; and for this we 
must lie low in the dust of self-abasement and contrition ; and 
then, by the Spirit's power, having laid hold of Jesus, the foot 
becomes firmly planted, and by the same Power the ascent 
is continued. To " faith ^ must be added " virtue,** ** to virtue 
knowledge," &c. (2 Pet. i. 5-7), till the topstone ^Uave^* is 
reached, telling of progressive holiness and " sanctification," 
through growth " in grace, and in the knowledge" of Him Who 
is our " sanctification " (2 Pet. iii. 18 ; i Cor. i. 30). Each step 
tn and by Jesus, through the indwelling Spirit. Faith sees, 
touches, grasps, holds firm, mounts the ladder — Christ, and 
behold on the top — 

4 **GOD IS LOVE" (i John iv. 8-10, 14), and how He 
proves it. (i) He sent His ** beloved Son." He " delivered 
Him up for us all" (Rom. viii. 32). Was IN Him "reconciling 
the world unto Himself." He planted ladder, only safe one ; 
and once on it, sinner is safe (John v. 24 ; i John v. 11, 12), 
and (2) God pours down blessings by means of ladder. No 
blessing except through Christ. He ascended — having first 
"descended" — "to receive gifts for men," &c. (Eph. iv. 8-10). 
Hence'Holy Spirit sent (Acts ii. 4, 33), dispels darkness (2 Cor. 
iv. 6), gives new life (John iii. 5), dwells in believer, and then 
follows fruit of Spirit (Gal. v. 22-25). Al^ blessings, whether 
temporal or spiritual, through Jesus. Angels are ministering to 
those who are "joint-heirs with Christ" (John i. 51 ; Heb. i. 
14). Heaven now open, eye of faith sees God, because sees 
Christ (John xiv. 9). Each step of ladder brings nearer. More 
know Christ; through Spirit's teaching, more know God ; nearer 
to Him, closer communion, more fellowship with Father and 
Son (i John i.f3) ; and thus made "meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance,*' &c. (Col. i. 12) " that fadeth not away" (i Pet. i. 4). 
Those on the ladder have world beneath feet ; they trample on 
its allurements, fashions, principles, maxims. Higher ascend, 
more sit loose to world, more enjoy Jesus, How with you? 
Have you been first humbled in the dust, and then laid hold of 
ladder by hand of faith ? Is foot of faith firmly planted ? Have 
you begun to ascend ? or are you trembling to take first deci- 
sive step ? Do you know aught of blessings of Beth-el, or does 
it seem to you ^^dreadful^ (ver. 17), because God there ? Has 
He met you in lonely wandering ? His Presence should bring 
peace and joy, to be known and reached only by ladder — Christ. 
There refreshment found, and strength given for battle of life. 
Nearness of God is comfort indeed to His children. Not I will 
be, but " I AM with thee ; " tw^xf resent (Matt, xxviii. 20), " will 
keep^* future. Those He calls He keeps (see i Sam. ii. 9 ; Ps. 
cxxi. 3-5 ; Isa. xxvi, 3, xxvii. 3, xlii. 6 ; Jer. xxxi. 10 ; 2 Thess. 
iii* 3 I Jude 24). May He call and keep all who now hear. 



XXII. 

'♦SbUob;" or, "Jacob's MeU." 

John iv. 1-15 ; Gen. xlix. 10. 

Well-nigh 1700 years had passed since Jacob trod the earth, 
when we read of — 

1. THE WELL that bore his name : a name honoured, as it 
would seem, since those who drew water spoke of him as a 
great man who had given the well, the very well, of which he 
and his family had drunk (ver. 12). How often men notice the 
gift of their ancestors, while utterly regardless of God's " Un- 
speakable Gift ! " The patriarchs had large possessions in 
" flocks and herds," therefore water was an essential. Hence, 
we often read of their digging wells ; how at times these wells 
were filled up by enemies, how contentions arose, and agree- 
ments were made, and names given to the wells to note these 
events (Gen. xxi. 25-31, xxvi. 12-22). Without wells, no water ; 
without water, no life. Mark importance of wells. Look at 
"Jacob's Well," and behold a Man, " wearied with His journey," 
in that hot country; the expression, "sat thus on the well" 
(ver. 6), seems to mark the weariness ; and parched with thirst. 
He longs for water. Who is that stranger ? None other than — 

2. " SHILOH," prophesied of by Jacob on his deathbed 
(Gen. xlix. 10). The name has many meanings, (i) " Sent." 
Forty-two times in St. John's Gospel our blessed Lord is 
spoken of as the " Sent" of Father. " Sent," " not to con- 
demn," but "to save," to give "life," to be "Propitiation" 
(John iii. 17, x. 10; i John ii. 2, iv. 9, 10, 14; Gal. iv. 4). 
" Sent," that sinners may wash and be clean ; the spiritually 
blind restored to sight (John ix. 7). (2) Peace, Peacemaker, 
or "Prince of peace;" and such is Jesus. "He is," "He 
made," He died to give ; He bequeathed to disciples (Isa. ix. 6 ; 
Eph. ii. 14, 15 ; CoL i. 20 ; Rom. v. i ; John xiv. 27). (3) He 

FOR WHOM IT IS RESERVED, Or HE ** WHOSE RIGHT IT IS" 

(Ezek. xxi. 27). The kingdom is reserved for Jesus. It is His 
right ; " He shall reign for ever " (Luke i. 32, 33). He is " Heir 
of all things " (Heb. i. i, 2), and those who now know Him as 
the "Sent" of God to be their Saviour" (i John iv. 14), will 
hereafter share His reign. " Shiloh " came first in poverty and 
humility (2 Cor. viii. 9 ; Phil. ii. 8). See Him at the well ! He, 
whose " goings forth have been . . . from everlasting " (Mic. v. 2), 
stooping to ask water of a sinful woman. But hereafter He 
will come " with power and great glory" (Luke xxi. 27) to reign 
over "the kingdoms of this world' (Rev. xi. 15). 

(4) His Son. Whose ? As man, Son of Judah (Heb. vii. 14), 
descendant of Jacob (see genealogies. Lesson 8\ likewise ** Son 
of God " (Matt. iii. 17, xxvi. 63, 64, xxvii. 54). It is the incarnate 
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God, the God-Man, that sits on " Jacob's Well." Perfect Man-, 
yet " the mighty God." ** The Lion of the tribe of Juda," 
mighty to conquer the " roaring lion," because He is " the Son 
of God," and His one sacrifice was of infinite worth, because 
borne by an Infinite Being, though clothed in human garb 
(Isa. ix. 6 ; Gen. xlix. 9, 10 ; Rev. v. 5 ; i Pet. v. 8 ; Heb. ii. 14 ; 
John XX. 31). Once more, some say Shiloh is derived from a 
word meaning, (5) To be Weary, To suffer ; till His labours, 
sufferings, passion, should come to pass (See Luke xii. 50). 
Despite the thrice-repeated prayer (Matt. xxvi. 39^44) Jesus 
came a willing Sacrifice (Heb. x. 4-10) to do the will of Him 
that **sent" Him (John iv. 34, xvii. 4), and to glorify His 
Father. Such the aim in the scene at ** Jacob's Well ; " where as 
Man^ weary, thirsty. He asks for water ; while as God He dis- 
penses to the Samaritan woman the — 

3. '* LIVING WATER." Jesus came ** t© seek and to save " 
(Luke xix. 10). There were ** lost '' souls to be saved in Samaria ; 
hence ** He must needs go through " that country, contrary to 
custom of the Tews (vs. 4, 9). A poor lost one came to draw 
water, that could but slake physical thirst for a while ; but there 
sat the Saviour, the ".Sent " of God, to give her the ** Living 
Water," that would be truly satisfying to the soul, and become 
in her "a well of water springing up," &c. (ver. 14), upwards 
whence it came. Water, as well known, always finds its own 
level; so with the "Living Water." The Holy Spirit, Who 
came " from above,*' gives new life, by union with Jesus, " the 
Life" (John xiv. 6), a life which is "eternal" (Rom. vi. 23), and 
leads up to God, whence flows the Living Water (Rev. xxii. i). 

4. ITS SOURCE being none other than God Himself, and 
flowing from the eternal counsels of Infinite love through the 
channel of all blessing, even Jesus, the " Sent " of God. The 
Holy Spirit, or " Gift," consequent upon His death and resurrec- 
tion (Ps. Ixviii. 18), could not be sent till Jesus was glorified 
(John xvi. 7, vii. 39). Till Jesus had satisfied the law's demands, 
man, as sinner, lay under condemnation, or curse of law ; but 
our blessed Lord was " made a curse," satisfied Divine justice, 
and became Source of blessing to all who believe (Gal. iii. 1 1-14 ; 
Acts ii. 33, 38). Jesus is the " Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world" (Rev. xiii. 8) in the purpose of God ; hence He 
could bestow Gift of Spirit to be first " «//M," and then " in " 
His people Qohn xiv. 17 ; i John ii. 27), in the fulness of blessing 
and abiding power when His own propitiatory work was 
^'JinishedJ^ He, laying down His life, that we, by believing, 
might have "everlasting life." See what it cost the blessed One 
to bestow the " Living Water," and who, it may be asked, are — 

5. ITS' RECIPIENTS.? The thirsty ones (Isa. Iv. i ; John 

G 



88 « Shiloh ; " or, ''JacoVs Welir 

vii. 37 ; Rev. xxiL 17). To such freely given. Samaritan 
woman, thirsty, hence desired the water of which the Stranger 
spake. So many, alas ! seek to quench thirst at ** broken 
cisterns,* hewn out by themselves (Jer. ii. 13), but in vain. No 
device of man's will avail. The soul's thirst cannot be satisfied 
till led to Jesus, the " Fountain of living waters ; " and He is 
ready to give the " Living Water" to a// who ^ thirst :^^ to all 
who "^2" (Isa. xliv. 3 ; Luke xi. 13). "As cold waters to a 
thirsty soul" (Prov. xxv. 25), " so is good news," when accepted, 
of a present salvation in Christ. Any thirsty soul here ? 
Then invitations for you, for they are for " any " who " thirst," 
"every one that thirsteth," "whosoever will." Could not be 
fuller or freer, ^re you seeking to quench thirst by human 
means? Pleasure, ambition, success in business, trade, or 
profession? Or by indulgence in lust (i John ii. 16, 17; Jas. 
1. 14, 15), in sin,- of whatever kind it may be? What real 
pleasure, or satisfaction, can any of these give? Even law- 
ful pursuits unsatisfying^ if Christ be not there. Sinful ones 
can but leave remorse and shame. The world is " a dry 
and thirsty land" (Ps. Ixiii. i) ; **no water" there to qiiench 
the longings of immortal spirits. Such to be found only in 
Jesus. When God gave man a spirit, that spirit was to 
be fed and sustained by union with Himself; but sin broke 
that union, marred all true enjoyment, and no real pleasure is 
to be found till re-united to God, in Christ, through the Spirit. 
Can any here say with Psalmist, ** My soul thirsteth for God"? 
&c (Ps. xlii. 2.) Pride often interferes with acceptance of 
Go^s free Gift; men want to do something to make themselves 
acceptable to Him, but He would have us just come as thirsty 
souls, and drink of the ** Living Water '' He has provided, at the 
cost of a Sacrifice unparalleled in world's history. Each must 
drink for himself or herself. The open sinner, such as woman 
at well. The outwardly religious (without the inward life), as 
those attending Feast of Tabernacles, whom our Lord addresses 
(John vii. 37). Each and all must drinky to be made partakers 
of eternal life in Christ, See that ye refuse not the ** waters of 
Shiloah " (Isa. viii. 6). Each has free will to accept or refuse. 
(Illustration. — Town well supplied with water, each house pro- 
vided with cistern to hold sufficient for wants of inhabitants ; 
also power to stop water coming in. Just so, God has abundant 
supply of Living Water ; each soul cistern capable of contain- 
ing sufficient for every want ; but also power to shut heart, and 
prevent ingress of life-giving, refreshing streams.) He that thus 
wilfully closes heart, and resists the Holy Spirit, is in danger of 
eternal separation from God. Let him but turn to Jesus, and 
the Living Water will flow into soul 
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How drink ? By faiih (John vii. 38, vi. 35). To believe^ is 
to receive^ accept Have you longing for something better than 
world can give? That longing given by God, that He may 
satisfy it. **The Gift of God" (John iv. 10; Rom. vi. 23) may 
be yours this day. And he that believes is sealed with the 
Holy Spirit, and hath life (Eph. i. 13 R.V.; i John v. 12). 

Perhaps some have begun to drink of true Well, Jesus. 
Does "the enemy" — Satan — like Philistines of old, try to fill up 
well (Gen. xxvi. 18) with stones of doubt^ or attractions of world, 
or other things? Heed him not. Shiloh conquered him, so 
may you. Once well in you, ue,^ Christ by Spirit dwelling in 
heart, need not fear ; must be vigilant, watchful, prayerful, but 
well can never really dry up, or be filled up. The Holy Spirit 
is to " abide . . ,for ever^ (John xiv. 16). Distrust self, but trust 
only and entirely to Him Who gave the ** Living Water," to 
•* keep " it " springing up," and ever be drinking from never-fail- 
ing supply. Lastly, observe, the ** Living Water" must have-^ 

6. ITS OUTFLOW in blessings to others from recipients 
(John vii. 38). Regions, through which a river runs, are made 
fertile (Ezek. xlvii. 9). So those indwelt by Spirit should water 
others, and by so doing they receive blessing to themselves 
(Prov. xi. 25). As the Nile overflows its banks, and brings 
fertility — contrast with desert sand — so should " rivers of living 
water" overflow from believer, and produce fruit. It flows 
from " inward parts." The Holy Spirit, filling body, soul, and 
spirit of believer, from thence should flow forth blessing to all 
around (Prov. x. Ii, xiii. 14, xvi. 22, xviii. 4). Is it thus with 
those of us who have come to Shiloh to drink? It was with 
Samaritan woman. Immediately she led others to Jesus, and 
was thus instrumental in their salvation (vs. 28-30, 40-42). So 
also with Andrew (John i. 40-42). And how abundantly did 
"rivers flow" from disciples directly they had received the 
Holy Spirit! (Acts ii.) 

Let us follow their example, and testify of Jesus, seeking to 
be honoured instruments in bringing others to HiM. Not to 
Paul, Apollos, Cephas, but to Christ (i Cor. i. 12, 13). The 
instrument to disappear, and Jesus held up to gaze of thirsty 
soul. He alone^ the Source of Living Water, but now He uses 
believers as channels to convey it to others. Jesus ** Sent " of 
Father, so He sends disciples (John xx. 21), that by preaching 
gospel, the barren wilderness may be made fruitful (Isa. xxxv. 
6, 7). Precious promise in Isa. xii. 3 for the Lord's people. 
May God give us to draw and to drink abundantly, and make 
us (who have drunk) to water others in whatever sphere, place, 
or circumstance He in His providence should place us. 



XXIII. 

Israel tbe prince ; or, XTbe f af tbfulness of 

3ebovab* 

Gen. xxxii. 

In the early history of Jacob we saw unfolded (Lesson 21) the 
sovereignty and grace of God. In the subject for to-day 
another of the divine attributes is especially displayed, i,e, — 

1. THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD. Twenty years had 
passed since the scene at Bethel ; years of trial to Jacob, who 
must reap as he had sown. He plotted and deceived, and in 
his turn is deceived by Laban (Gen. xxix. 21-28), the man of 
the world — bargain-making and plotting ; and Jacob's old 
character is still seen in counter-plotting (Gen. xxx. 25-43). He 
did not, as we saw, fully apprehend the grace of God at Bethel, 
as he should have done, or surely, instead of trusting to his 
own plans, he would have trusted simply, solely, and unre- 
servedly in the God of Bethel. 

But in spite of Jacob's failings, God's faithfulness cannot fail. 
His gracious promise at Bethel was amply fulfilled ; and Laban 
testifies how the Lord had blessed him for Jacob's sake (Gen. 
xxx. 27). Again, Jacob, when bidden by the Lord to return to 
his country and kindred, testifies how the God of Bethel had 
blessed him during his twenty years of servitude, and how He 
kept back Laban from doing him harm (Gen. xxxL 3, 11-131 
24, 42 ; see also xxxii. i, 2, 10, xxxiii. 11). This same faithful- 
ness of Jehovah may be traced to the close of the patriarch's 
life, when he refers to the " Angel" at Bethel (Gen, xlviii, 16). 

Truly "God is faithful j" and His covenant promise to 
His people will be fulfilled in spite of their shortcomings and 
backslidings, by which they bring themselves into trouble, as 
Jacob did, and thus, like him, often lose the rich Julness of 
the blessing. 

God's "faithfulness" is "great "(Lam. iii. 23), it " reacheth 
unto the clouds " (Ps. xxxvi. 5). Sometimes shown in afflicting 
" His people " (Ps. cxix. 75) ; for though " He doth not afflict 
willingly " (Lam. iii. 33), yet in love He chastens " for our 
profit'' (Heb. xii. 6-10). To know that " God is faithful" is a 
precious and supporting truth to His people. By Him they 
were "called unto the fellowship of His Son" (i Cor. i. 9); 
they can count upon His not suffering them to be tempted 
above what able to bear (i Cor. x. 13) ; and that He who called 
will also "do it"(i Thess. v. 24). He stablishes and keeps 
from evil (2 Thess. iii. 3). His promises are to be relied on, 
because " He is faithful" (Heb. x. 23) ; and for same reason we 
may commit to Him " the keeping of our souls (i Pet. iv. 19). 



Israel the Prince, 91 

To those who confess, God is both ^^ faithful and just to forgive 
. . . sins " (i John i. 9) ; and in Jesus we have a "faithful High 
Priest'* and "Witness" (Heb, ii. 17, iii. 2; Rev. i. 5). Turn 
we now to — 

2. M AH AN AIM, and see display of Jehovah's faithfulness in 
sending angels to guard and escort Jacob, whom He had 
bidden return to his country. So now with spiritual seed of 
Jacob (Heb. i. 14). And Gen. xlviii. 16, with Ps. xxxiv. 7, 
teaches how the very same uncreated " Angel " — even Jeho- 
vah-Jesus — Who appeared to Jacob, watches over His people 
in all ages ; while Hos. xii. 3-5 clearly shows that the " ANGEL *' 
of Bethel and Peniel, is none other than the changeless, ever- 
lasting " I AM." Precious, comforting thought indeed ! 

Surely with such new proof of the watchful care of his cove- 
nant-keeping God, Jacob should have gone more boldly forward 
to meet Esau. But his plans and precautions show that the old 
spirit still lingered. He was not wholly trusting to the Lord 
to "undertake" for him (Isa. xxxviii. 14), to point out the way, 
and then going confidently forward. Still he did look to the 
God of his fathers for help ; only after, instead of before^ 
making plans. His prayer good, for (i) He pleads God's 
BIDDING HIM RETURN, hence he is in the path of duty. (2) 
His OWN unworthiness. (3) God*s Promises. But at the 
same time he seeks to appease his brother by a present. How 
often thus now. We look to God to bless our plans, instead of 
asking to be shown His will and way, and given grace to 
follow. ^^ Led by the Spirit" (Rom. viii. 14) mtdins follo^ving 
God^s way, not our own. But " He is faithful." He bears with 
His people's failings, blesses, and protects them. The lonely 
wanderer, who had passed over Jordan with his staff only, is 
brought back by the "faithful" Jehovah with eleven sons — 
afterwards heads of tribes — much cattle and goods ; and God is 
better than his fears, for He will also deliver him from his 
brother's anger. But first he must be — 

3. ALONE WITH GOD (ver. 24). His large company 
passed over the ford Jabbok. He is left alone, and there 
wrestled a Man with him. The most remarkable scene of 
wrestling ever recorded. That Man, the Lord Jesus Christ 
(ver. 30 ; i Tim. ii 5). The Lord would, bless, but He must 
first humble. All night the Man wrestled, but prevailed not. 
Jacob resisted, as if in his own strength ; standing vc^^ pushing 
as it were, in act of wrestling. But when the Almighty puts 
forth power y in one moment the creature is down. A touch, 
and Jacob's thigh is out of joint. On knees, in weakness and 
powerlessness ; no more " confidence in the flesh " (Phil. iii. 3). 
In his " weakness" he is made " strong^ (2 Cor. xii. 10). Then 
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he could cling and beg, " I will not," &c. (ver. 26.) With weep- 
ing and supplication Jacob prevailed (Hos. xii. 4). And see 
the blessed Lord (Heb. v. 7, 8), how in low estate and weakness 
of death He prevailed, and came out triumphant Conqueror and 
Deliverer (Heb. ii. 14). 

So with Christians now ; must be humbled to dust in self- 
abasement, weakness, helplessness, and powerlessness, then 
Holy Spirit helpeth infirmities (Rom. viii. 26). Not by human 
might or power, but by Spirit of the Lord, does prayer prevail 
(Zech. iv. 6) and bring down blessing. Could have no power to 
prevail if God willed it not ; but He does will to answer prayer 
of faith (Matt. xxi. 22 ; Mark xi. 24). Jacob, first humbled to 
the dust, then raised aloft ; such is God's way (i Sam. ii. 7 ; 
Ps. cxiii. 7). With thigh out of joint he is exalted to be a — 

4. PRINCE. Wondrous change ! From Supplanter to 
Prince of God (ver. 28 ; i Kings xviii. 31). Glorious result of 
wrestling ! What encouragement to persevering prayer ! The 
wrestling lasted all night. Jesus in prayer all night (Luke vi. 
12). With God Jacob wrestled. With God, through Christ, 
"in the Spirit" (Eph. vi. 18), must we wrestle, and then may 
expect blessing. Prayer is to take hold of God, of His strength 
(Isa. Ixiv. 7, Ixii. 7), and give Him no rest till answer come. 
Earnest, persevering, trusting prayer needed and enjoined 
(Matt. vii. 7-12, XV. 28 ; Luke xviii. 7 ; John xiv. 13, 14 ; xv. 
7, xvi. 23 ; Jas. i. 5, 6 ; i John iii. 22, v. 14, 15). Henceforth 
Jacob bears new name — " Israel" — by which the nation known. 
" Prince," the very title applied to our Lord (^Isa. ix. 6, xlix. 
3; Dan. ix. 25; Acts iii. 15, v. 31 ; Rev. i. 5). Jacob dead^ 
Israel lives. So believer, dead with Christ yet alive in Him 
(Rom. vi. 6-1 1), his Prince. New man, new nature (Eph. iv. 
22-24 ; Col. iii. 9, 10). What may he not effect when realises 
the ^^ power" this should ensure I 

5. PEN I EL, name given by Jacob to place of wrestling. 
Two blessed revelations were vouchsafed to him : the one at 
" Beth-el," " House of God ; " the other at « Peni-el," " Face of 
God." Where Jesus is, there is " House of God." To see Jesus 
is to see God (John xiv. 9). Now by faith, hereafter "face to 
face"(i Cor. xiii. 12). Thus, every place to believer may be 
both Peniel and Bethel, for Jesus is everywhere with His people 
(Matt, xxviii. 20). His promise cannot fail (Heb. xiii. 5). 

Do you know aught of Bethel or Peniel ? Still trying to 
journey or battle in own strength ? or, have you been alone 
with God and learnt your own nothingness, and His readiness to 
bless ? If the latter, may you " go from strength to strength " in 
" strength of Lord " (Ps. Ixxxiv. 7, Ixxi. 16). Glance now at the — 

6. CLOSING SCENES of patriarch's ' life. After many 
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troubles connected with his children, parted from Joseph 
twenty years (as he from his father) ; faith still weak (Gen. 
xlii. 36), but God still faithful ; preserving Joseph ; meeting 
" Israel " at Beer-sheba (Gen. xlvi. 1-4), and giving him peace in 
presence of long-lost son ; as of one risen from the dead ; just 
as weary soul finds rest in risen Saviour, And after seventeen 
years of peaceful happiness in Egypt, we see him— in assured 
confidence of faith — bestowing prophetical blessings, as inspired 
by God, on his sons and grandsons ; shadowing forth future 
history of tribes, and God's purposes respecting Ephraim and 
Manasseh (Gen. xlviii. xlix.; Observe, too, he is not to be 
deceived (as Isaac had been by himself) as to blessing of 
younger (ver. 19). Faith's eye keen when nature's dim. Israel 
knew what he was doing ; he guided his hands " wittingly," 
and the prophetic blessing was fulfilled, 'as m»j/ be ^z// God's 
purposes. (Zannot dwell on these prophetic blessings here, 
but would pause, as Israel did, in the midst of them, and 
ponder words of chap. xlix. 18. "I have waited for — 

7. "THY SALVATION." Israel, from his own fault, had 
not realised, valued, or enjoyed God's salvation as he ought ; 
now, as he nears eternity, he seems to look for full fruition, and 
in the "better country" which he sought (Heb- xi. 14, 16) 
expects complete and glorious salvation. Believers are given 
to realise and enjoy present salvation in and through Jesus^ 
Who is "Salvation;" and to Him, as expected Messiah, 
Israel may have here referred, and we believe he did ; since for 
Him he looked and waited, as did Simeon in after ages (Luke 
ii. 25, 30), and as will Jewish remnant in future (Isa. xxv. 9). 
And of Him he spoke on death-bed, as "the Angel that 
redeemed him," as " Shiloh " (Lesson 22)1 and as " the Shep- 
herd, the Stone of Israel" (Gen. xlix. 10, 24). For Jehovah- 
Jesus as " Salvation " see Ex. xv. 2 ; Ps. xiv. 7, xxvii. I, cxviiL 
14-23 ; Isa. li. 5, 6, 8 ; Matt. i. 21 ; Luke xix. o ; Heb. ii. 10. 

Salvation in Christ, i.e., Christ Himself, is what all need, and 
all that is needed to ensure present peace and future glory 
when He shall " appear the second time without sin unto sal- 
vation" (Heb. ix. 28). Salvation offered freely to all now; but 
how escape if neglect f (2 Cor. vi. 2 ; Heb. ii. 3.) Is Christ 
your salvation ? There is none other (Acts iv. 12) ; but He is 
perfect and complete Salvation from guilt, punishment, and 
power of sin, even now, in present life, with full fruition of glory 
hereafter, for which must ^^wait" (Lam. iii. 26). Not in doubt 
or fear, but in confident hopes or expectation, when Jesus has 
been received as our very present " Salvation," through the 
grace of God revealing Him by Holy Spirit to souL May all 
present thus know Christ as their " Salvation." 
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Gen. xlix. 24; Acts iv. 11, 12; Isa. xxviii. 16; i Pet ii. 6. 

W£ have heard how Israel, in his last prophetical utterances, . 
spoke of the coming Messiah und^r various titles. That of 
" Shiloh" we considered in Lesson 22. To-day, consider Jesus as 

1. ".THE STONE OF ISRAEL." This type of Stone runs 
through Scripture, and contains deep and important teaching. 
While inspired of God — as we cannot doubt — to give this pro- 
phetic and significant title to Jesus, it may be also, that in so 
doing, the patriarch's thoughts were reverting to Bethel — ^as they 
clearly did in the closing days of his life — and that the "stone" 
which had served him there for pillow and pillar, also served as 
an emblem of Him Who had befriended Jacob throughout his 
life, and Who would befriend Israel's descendants, as the Name 
implies. He would be " Helper" and '* Defender" both to the 
nation Israel and to the spiritual seed of Jacob. As we trace 
this type of " the Stone" through Scripture, we find our blessed 
Lord presented in various aspects : in to-day's lesson it is — 

2. CHRIST IN GRACE AND MERCY that we have be- 
fore us, first, as — 

(i) Salvation, which is in '^none other ^' than He (Acts iv. 
II, 12 ; Lesson 23) ; but in Him it is full and perfect (John iii. 
16 ; Acts xiii. 39 ; Rom. iv. 25 ; Heb. vii. 25). Salvation ^^w 
sin, wrath, judgment (John iii. 17, 36, v. 24 ; Rom. ii. 3, 5, v. 8,9), 
/^? life, holiness, GLORY (Rom. vi. 22 ; i Cor. ii. 7-9 ; Eph. ii. 10 ; 
Col. iii. 4 ; Heb. xii. 14 ; i Pet i. 14-16 ; i Johnv. 12). Again, as — 

(2) "A SURE foundation" (Isa. xxviii. 16). Sure, because 
laid in the eternal counsels of Jehovah's love, manifested in "Gift" 
of " Son," and revealed by Holy Spirit to the soul of the needy 
one. And see, this foundation " Stone " has been " tried," — 
proved— tested. When a bridge is built, it must be tested in some 
way to prove what weight it will bear. This "tried Stone" — 
even Jesus — was tested with the whole weight of God's right- 
eous anger against sin, being " made sin " (2 Cor. v. 21). Tested 
with the whole weight of His people's sins (i Pet. ii. 24 ; Gal. i. 
4 ; I John iv. 10), any one of which would have sunk them to 
hell ; but " the Lord hafh laid on Him the iniquity of us all " 
(Isa. liii. 6). And He is able to bear every burden His people 
will cast on Him (Ps. Iv. 22). Had the "Stone" not been 
"tried," had Jesus not suffered, "the Just for the unjust" 
I Pet. iii. 18), there would have been no ^^ sure Foundation" 
or the poor sinner to rest on; but this "Stone" is as sure^ 
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unmovable, unchangeable as Jehovah Himself, for it is Jehovah- 
Jesus. To be on this " Stone " is to be on the only " Founda- 
tion" that can be laid (i Cor. iii. ii) ; and ''the Foundation 
of God standeth sure" ^2 Tim. ii. 19), because Jesus is ever 
"the same" (Heb. xiii. 8), "and whosoever believeth on Him 
shall not be ashamed " or " confounded." (Rom. ix. 33, marg.) 
Further, the " Stone " speaks of — 

(3) Help, see i Sam. vii. 12. Israel in danger from Philis- 
tines. Christians from world, flesh, and devil. All need Almighty 
Deliverer. Such is Jehovah. GOD IN CHRIST. We have but 
to call upon Him — as Samuel did — and we shall find Him " a 
very present Help in trouble" (Ps. xlvL i, Ixxxi. 7, cvii. 28, cxlv. 
18). With the Lord as " Helper," nought to fear (Heb. xiii. 5, 6). 
But must first know Him as Saviour before we can look to Him 
as " Helper ;" and be able — ^like Samuel — to raise our " Eben- 
EZER " (or Stone of help) with gratitude and praise " to the 
glory of God." Again, " Stone " tells of— 

(4) Rest and Altar (Gen. xxviii. 11,22). The stone on 
which Jacob rested his weary head he set up for a "pillar" or 
altar, and "he poured oil," &c. (sign of consecration. Num. vii. 
I, and type of Holy Spirit); and thus it served as a medium of 
approach to God ; and he called the stone " God's house." So 
Jesus would have the weary rest in Him (Matt. xi. 28), and thus 
" renew their strength" (Isa. xl. 31) — as did Jacob on that event- 
ful night— for the battle of life. How sweet to lie on Jesus' 
breast, as did the beloved disciple ! (John xiii. 25.) That is rest 
indeed, a renewal of strength ; it gives bright dreams of the 
Fathei^s covenant love, and fills the soul with peace and joy. 
And as Jesus is Rest, so is He Altar likewise (Heb. xiii. 10), our 
only Medium of approach to the Father (John xiv. 6 ; £ph. ii. 
18). And as it is "the altar that sanctifieth the gift" (Matt, 
xxiii. 19 ; Ex. xxix. 37), so no gift of ours can be acceptable to 
Father but through Jesus. If we have received and can thank 
'* God for His unspeakable Gift" ^2 Cor. ix. 15), then we shall 
be able to offer on the consecratea "Altar" of His providing 
gifts acceptable to Him, in and through His beloved Son, who 
is alike Altar and Sacrifice, and — as the stone was to Jacob — 
house of God. If we have the " Stone of Israel" with us, we 
can worship God "in spirit and in truth" (John iv. 21-24), 
though unable to enter any material building set apart for the 
worship of God. Once more, the stone tells of — 

(5) Witness (Gen. xxxi. 45-50). Jacob set up a stone as 
" pillar," or " heap of witness " to his covenant with Laban, 
" therefore was the name of it called Galeed ; and Mizpahy^ 
name familiar and dear to many who look to the Lord to " watch " 
between them and their absent loved ones. No doubt, as Jacob 



g6 " TAe Stone of Israel; " or^ 

set up this ^ pillar," he reverted in thought (as at other times in - 
his life) to the stone at Bethel, which had been a witness to the 
covenant promise of Jehovah. And so is Jesus pillar of the 
Church and "the faithful Witness" (John viii. 14, xviii. 37 ; 
I Tim. vi. 13 ; Rev. i. 5). He witnesses to the faithfulness of 
our covenant-keeping God ; the " God of truth," or " God of 
Amen" (Isa. Ixv. 16). He is " the Amen " (Rev. iii. 14 ; 2 Cor. i. 
20). 

Another stone for '^ witness" is spoken of in Josh. xxiv. 27, 
when Joshua solemnly calls upon the people to choose that day 
Whom they will serve (sketch out scene, and press home the 
choice) ; and he says, " Behold, this stone shall be a witfuss 
. . . unto you, lest ye deny your GodJ* Solemn voice to all 
called Christians, How with you ? Have you ever denied God, 
or been tempted to do so? Have you denied Jesus ? See His 
warning. Matt. x. 33 ; and if tempted to deny Him, look up for 
help to resist the temptation, and the cry shall not be in vain. 

We have been looking at Jesus as the " Sure Foundation," on 
which alone any can be safe ; behold Him also as the — 

3. CHIEF CORNER STONE (Ps. cxviii. 22 ; i Pet. ii. 6, 7). 
As " the church of God," and each individual member of the 
same is built on Jesus as the " Foundation," so by Him, as 
** Chief Corner Stone," is the whole building held together, 
however numerous or diverse the stones which compose it. 
All are "one in Christ Jesus" (i Cor. xii. 13 ; Gal. iii. 28)^ and 
the " Head stone," renders the building " complete " (Zech. iv. 7 ; 
Col. ii. 10). Jesus " the first," " the last," the beginning and 
completion of spiritual temple, cUl "grace, grace." Begun, 
continued, and ended in Him — " the Author and Finisher of our 
faith" — by the Spirit of the Lord (Rev. i. 8 ; Heb. xii. 2 ; Zech. 
iv. 6) leading, uniting to, and building up in Jesus, in faith and 
love (Eph. ii. 20-22, iv. 15, 16). Well may Jesus be called — 

(i) Preciousness (i Pet. ii. 7), as the word truly means, 
being noufty not adjective. Such He truly is to believer. 
Precious as gem, unmatched for beauty, lustre, worth ; embo- 
diment of all that is most precious, yea, preciousness itself. Is 
He so to all here ? If we know Jesus as " Salvation,^ He must 
be "precious" to our soul ; and mark the love of God in giving 
to His children something of the same name as to the Lord 
Himself, for whereas Jesus is the "Chief Corner Stone, 
ELECT, PRECIOUS," they are described as " lively," or — 

(2) " Living Stones " (ver. 5). They have received life from 
Him who is ^^ the Ufe^^ through union with Him by the Spirit, 
and their lives testify to their having been made partakers of 
something of His nature, as typified b^ stone, i,e.j strength, 
endurance ; and by the operation of the mdwelling Spirit, they 
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are fitted to be part of the Spiritual House. Preparation for 
this, we have illustrated in the account of " stones " used for 
the building of Solomon's temple. They were " hewed stones," 
"sawed with saws within and without;" "stone made ready 
before . . . brought thither ;" " wrought stones" (i Kings v. 17, 
vi. 7, vii. 9, 1 1 ; i Chron. xxii. 2). So each believer must be sepa- 
rately fitted and prepared. The stony heart must be broken by 
the "hammer" of God's Word (Jer. xxiii. 29), the hewings and 
sawings of God's providences must take place, for preparing and 
polishing the stones for His temple (Ps. cxliv. 12). God alone 
can effect this. " We are His workmanship (Eph. ii. 10), though 
He deigns to use human instruments ofttimes to carry out His 
purposes, even as the workers at the temple used tools, but the 
tools are utterly powerless of themselves. God also permits 
Satan to try, or tempt, and harass ; and so the "enemy" him- 
self becomes a tool in God's hands ; but he cannot go beyond 
the limits assigned ; for the faithful Jehovah is watching (Job 
i. 12, ii. 6 ; i Cor. x. 13), and thus fitting His child for the place 
assigned to him by His Heavenly Father in the spiritual 
temple and heavenly home. 

Repine not, then, O child of God, at trials and troubles (Jas. 
i. 2-4; Rom. V. 3-5 ; i Pet. i. 7, iv. 12, 13); the hewing, the 
sawinjr, all needed and sent in love, "The Captain of . . . 
salvation" was made " perfect through sufferings" (Heb. ii. 10) ; 
shall we then repine if suffering be our lot ? Nay, rather, let us 
remember, that if "we suffer with Him,". we shall be **also 
glorified together" (Rom. viii. 17, 18 ; Acts xiv. 22 ; 2 Tim. ii. 
II, 12). Also that it is accounted z. privilef;e to suffer y57r 
Christ's sake (Phil. i. 29), and if we are called thus to endure, 
let us look to Him, " who for the joy . . . set before Him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down," &c. (Heb. 
xii. 2.) 

Lastly, observe that "lively" or ** living stones" signify, as 
before said, not only life received, but life shown forth in conduct. 
There should be no mistake about this. Tree known by fruit 
(Matt. vii. 16). Cannot be without union to living Head (John 
XV. 4). Not only ^'rooted^^ but also ^^ built up IN Him" (Col. 
ii. 7). Every step must be in Christ, through the Spirit's power. 
Who is on " sure Foundation " ? Who shines forth as living 
stone? Who knows Jesus as " Salvation," "Helper," "Rest," 
"Altar," " Preciousness" ? In Him all fulness dwells, sufficient 
for every want, at all times, and for every work (2 Cor. ix. 8). 
Truly grace and mercy are characteristics which shine forth 
in our type of to-day. 
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Ps. cxviii. 22 ; Matt. xxi. 42 ; Pan. ii. 34, 35, 44, 45. 

Last lesson, under type of " the Stone," we saw God in Christ 
revealed in grace and mercy, as Salvation, Rest, Preciousness. 
To-day, as we continue to trace the type through Scripture, we 
shall see our blessed Lord in rejection and judgment (Isa. liii. 
3 ; John V. 22, 27 ; Acts x. 42, xvii. 31). But first glance at 
Him as the all-searching One, typified by — 

1. THE STONE WITH SEVEN EYES (Zech. iii. 9, iv. 
10). Seyen, as well known, is the scriptural emblem for perfec- 
tion or completeness ; and Jesus was filled by the Spirit in 
sevenfold power (Isa. xi. 2 ; John iii. 34), indicating perfection 
of knowledge, searching, and light. (1) Knowledge and 
SEARCHING. Jesus knew all (John ii. 24, 25 ; Matt. ix. 4, xii. 
2$). Not a thought hidden from him. " The Lord searcheth 
an hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the 
thoughts '' (i Chron. xxviii. p). " The Spirit searcheth all things " 
(i Cor. ii. 10). Solemn thought ! Jesus Christ is searching 
every heart here ; He knows the thoughts of each. Who is 
ready to lay bare the heart to God and say, " Search me . . , 
Uy me"} &c. (Ps. cxxxix. 23, 24.) To those who are^ it is com- 
forting to know that He searches "to show Himself j/r<?«;f in 
the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward Him" (2 
Chron. xvi. 9). For those who are not^ it is well to be reminded 
that none can escape His all-searching eye (Prov. xv. 3, xxii. 
12 ; Jer. xvi. 17, xxxii. 19). Terrible alike for those who have 
only the ^^form of godliness" without the power (2 Tim. iii. $) 
as for those who are openly rejecting God's mercy in Christ. 
(2) Light. " The light of the body is the eye " (Matt. vi. 22 ; 
Luke xi. 34-36). Jesus full of light, for full of Spirit ; and He 
is " the Light." He shines on His people and gives them light, 
through the Spirit, which they in turn do, or should reflect. 
Oh, to be like Jesus ! " The whole body full of light," shining 
for Him, reflecting the light received from Him. But the world 
is " darkness ; " and when " the LiGHT " came and " shined in " 
that darkness, " the darkness comprehended it not " (John i. 5 ; 
Lesson 2). " Men loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil" (John iii. 19), and hence we see — 

2. CHRIST « REJECTED of men" (Isa. liii. 3). He was 
rejected (i) by Israel. " His own"— people— "received Him 
not" (John i. 11). He was "unto the Jews a stumblingblock " 
(i Cor. i. 23). The "Stone" was "refused," "set at nought" 
by the "builders" (Mark xii. 10; Acts iv. 10, 11, 27), />., the 
** chief priests," "elders," and "rulers" (Matt, xxvii. i ; Luke 
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xxiv. 20), who should have built up the temple on this " sure 
Foundation,*' and recognised Him as " the Stone of Israel," the 
promised Messiah (John i. 41). But no ! They " despised," 
"rejected," and "crucified" Him. 

This could not, however, alter the purpose of God, Who 
exalted Him to be the ** Head of the Corner," " Prince," and 
** Saviour ; " and in grace and mercy He sent the gospel to 
those very " builders " by the mouth of St. Peter (Acts iii. 13-19, 
iv. 6-12). So now by " none other Name" can any be saved ; 
but all who believe " ^r^ justified,^' &c. (Acts xiii. 15, 38, 39.) 

Blessed be God, He who was " rejected of men *' was accepted 
by God as complete satisfaction for sin, and perfect Substitute 
for sinners (Isa. liii. 5 ; i Pet. iii. 18), for without such, no hope 
for any ; whereas now^ salvation for all who will accept, i.e.^ 
believe God's acceptance of beloved Son. 

But not only the heads of nation rejected Messiah, but 
"people" also, as prophesied (Isa. viii. 14, 15). The people 
cried " Crucify Him I" (Matt, xxvii. 22 ; John xix. 6.) The 
people whom He came to save. His ov^n people / And so, 
oecause of unbelief, Israel was set aside (Rom. xi.) that salva- 
tion should come to the Gentiles (ver. 1 1), out of whom God is 
now calling a people, even the spiritual " seed " of Abraham 
(Gal. iii. 29). Not that Israel is ^^cast away " (ver. i). " They 
stumbled^^ and they that stumble (ver. 11) may rise ; and so it 
will be with God's ancient people Israel They "rejected" 
their Messiah because He came in humility, and they expected 
a " King." They did not heed the prophecies which spoke of 
His humiliation, only those relating to His greatness and glory. 
The former have been fulfilled ; the latter as certainly will be. 
After /Atf** great tribulation" (Jer. xxx. 7 ; Dan. xii. i ; Matt. 
xxiv. 21) the Lord will pour on Israel " the spirit of grace and 
supplication;" they shall own Messiah, and know Him as 
** the Stone of Israel" spoken of by their forefather Jacob ; 
made "Head Stone" in spite of their rejection, and coming to 
crush their enemies ; to be to them their *' King " and their 
" Deliverer,** Who shall " turn away ungodliness from Jacob," 
and make them again chief of the nations on earth (Zech. xii. 
9, 10, xiii. I, xiv. 16 ; Rom. xi. 26). Again, not by Israel only, 
but (2) By the world also, Jesus was and is "rejected." 
Can any deny or doubt this who look around ? How few com- 
paratively know and love Jesus as the Christ of God and only 
Saviour! Is He not " rejected " on all sides? Men think to 
be saved in many ways without Jesus. Some by a certain 
system of religion or by their own morality, &c. Others flatter 
themselves that as God is merciful He will save them without 
Christ if they do their best^ ignoring the gross dishonour they 
put upon God by dishonouring His Christ (John viii. 48, 49, v. 
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23) ; while others again put the whole thing from them, and 
live openly " without God in the world " (Eph. ii, 12). The cry 
still goes up on all sides, '* We will not have this Man to reign 
over us'' (Luke xix. 14). The "citizens" of the parable too 
truly represent the world in its present state ; while Jesus is 
gone to the Father to receive the kingdom, and is preparing to 
return, at the appointed time — firsty^r His people, and then 
with them, to execute judgment (ver. 27 ; Rom. ii. 5, 6 ; Rev. 
xix. 11-16; Jude 15), and to establish His kingdom on the 
earth, where before He was "rejected." With such "citizens" 
can we wonder that judgment is threatened, and will surely 
come, as pictured under the type before us to-day. See — 

3. CHRIST IN JUDGMENT, portrayed in parable of vine- 
yard (Luke XX. 9-18), where our Lord shows His rejection by 
the Jews, and His position as "the Stone" rejected by the 
"builders," and become "Head of the Corner;" the nation 
Israel falling on the "Stone" and being "broken," and then 
the " Stone " falling, and grinding " to powderP This last 
fearful judgment is more uilly set forth in Dan. ii., where we 
read of " A Stone . . . cut out without hands," smiting the 
image and destroying it. The image is well known to repre- 
sent the four great Gentile monarchies, />., Babylonian, Medo- 
Persian, Grecian, and Roman. The latter was at height of 
power when Jesus, " the mighty God," became Man ; and it 
will be again developed as ten kings or kingdoms under one 
imperial head (Rev. xvii. 12, 13) : and when iniquity shall have 
reached its height, and the patience and long-suffering of God 
come to an end ; then the Lord will begin His " strange work" 
of judgment, and "the Stone" will fall on the nations to "grind 
them to powder" (Dan. ii. 35). The kingdoms of the earth 
shall be " broken to pieces " and become as chaff," and " the 
Stone " a great " mountain," which shall fill the whole earth '' 
(see also Isa. ii. 2, 3, xi. 9 ; Mic. iv, i, 2). Nought can stand 
before the "Stone;" not even iron, the strongest of metals. 
The terror that shall seize the inhabitants of earth 2\ that awful 
time is graphically described in Rev. vi.; 15,-1 7. Men will seek 
in vain to hide "from ^e wrathi of the Lamb ;" before which 
" who shall be able to stand" (ver. 17) ? In this ** Stone," " cut 
out without hands," which " became a great mountain," we may 
trace Jesus, from His birth at Bethlehem, in the days of " Csesar 
Augustus" (Luke ii. i-ii), till His coming again in power and 
great glory to judge and to reign over earth ^Matt. xiii. 40-42 ; 
Rev. xi. 17). Thus the " Stone " speaks of the kingdom of grace, 
power, and glory. The blessed Jesus came first in grace to save 
(Matt. i. 21 ; John iii. 17 ; Luke ix. 56), and God is now still 
dealing in grace with sinners (as saw last Lesson). In one sense 
also, it is now likewise the kingdom of power and glory ; for by 
the Spirit's "power" people are made "willing" to own Jesus 
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as Sovereign Lord and Saviour (Ps. ex. 3), and already He 
gives His people something of His glory (John xvii. 22), " whom 
He justified, them He also glorified" (Rom. viii. 30). To those 
who reject Him now, His /^w^r will yet be manifested in judg" 
ment ; while those who accept will enjoy full fruition of glory 
when reigning with their King and Lord. Solemn question for 
all : Do you know Jesus as the One who came in grace and 
mercy to save ? If not, you will have to meet Him in judgment. 
Passages could be multiplied to show how awful that will be, 
and no time then for repentance or acceptance if Jesus rejected 
now. 

For those who do know and love Jesus, what comfort to be 
told that when He comes to judge and to destroy the wicked, 
He comes also to adjudge rewards to His faithful followers 
(Rev. xxii. 12). Among those we hear of, is — 

4. A WHITE STONE, given to the "overcomer" (Rev. ii. 
17). The word overcome tells of warfare, which the Lord's 
people must expect, especially, it may be, as the end approaches. 
They must fight — even now— but not in their own strength. 
Armour is provided (Eph. vi. ia-17), typifying Christ as the 
Christian's complete panoply. Through Him alone are any 
able to conquer ; through Him they can be triumphant con- 
querors (John XV. 4 ; 2 Cor. ii. 14 ; Rom. viii. 37 ; i John iv. 4 ; 
V. 4, 5), and He gives rich rewards. 

What the " white stone " is we are not told, but we believe it 
to be some new revelation of Christ Himself, as most suited to 
recipient. It is not dull and opaque, but ^^whitei^ like our 
Lord's raiment (Luke ix. 29), " glistering," transparent, brilliant. 
White betokens cleansing through blood (Rev. vii. 14) ; inno- 
cence or acquittal (so ancient custom of giving white stone to one 
tried and proved innocent), because Jesus Substitute. And 
more than this, Jesus has "kept" the overcomer "unspotted 
from the world" in midst of abounding iniquity. In the stone 
a new name ;* and as on the " Tessara" f of old, the names of 
giver and receiver were alike written, it may be that the Name 
of Him by Whom he overcame will be written with that of over- 
comer, showing the indissoluble union with his beloved Lord 
throughout eternity (John icvii. 24). Where Jesus is, there will 
the overcomer be, basking in sunshine of His glory, reigning 
with Him, and singing His praise (Rev. iii. 21, v. 9). Any here 
fighting ? Take courage ; victory sure if leaning on jESUS only^ 
and a rich reward in store. 

* Another custom, was that of giving a title to victor at Grecian games, 
with name and reward written thereon. — Valpy, 

i* Stone of oblong square, divided into two parts. On each two persons 
wrote their names gnd exchanged it with other. Each person, or descen- 
dant, producing half at house of other, was welcomed as friend. Tokens 
kept with case and secrecy, so as not to be used by others. This custom 
prevailed among early Christians. — Home, 
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Gen. zxxvii.-xli. 

One of the most beautiful and interesting histories in the Bible. 
So simple that a child can understand and take pleasure in it ; 
yet containing such deep teaching that advanced Christians 
may well meditate thereon. So clearly told that the history 
itself needs but few comments, nor is it the purport of this 
lesson to dwell on the practical lessons, familiar to most, that 
may be drawn from it, but rather on the chief interest thereof, 
i,e,, the striking type of the Lord Jesus Christ presented to us in 
this Scripture character. As such we will trace it — 

1. JOSEPH, A CHILD OF DESIRE (Gen. xxx. i, 22-24). 
Jesus, "the Desire of all nations'' (Hag. ii. 7), the promised 
" Seed" (Gal. iii. 16 ; Lesson 18}, the expected Messiah (John 
i. 41). 

2. BELOVED OF HIS FATHER (Gen. xxxviL 3). "The 
Father loveth the Son" (John iii. 35, v. 20; Matt. xij. 18). 
Jesus is the " Beloved " (Luke ix. 35 ; Eph. i. 6). 

3. HATED BY BRETHREN (Gen. xxxvii. 4). Jesus' 
" own," ^^., people, nation, kinsmen, according to flesh (Rom. 
ix. 5) ; " received him not," hated Him (John i. 1 1, xv. 25). 

4. TOLD TRUTH concerning second dream, though first 
not believed. Jesus bore "witness unto the truth" despite 
consequences (John xviii. 37 ; Matt. xxvi. 62-66). In Joseph's 
case it increased hatred of brothers ; in that of Jesus it hastened 
the passing of sentence. 

But Joseph's father " observed tYit saying " (Gen. xxxvii. 9-1 1), 
like Mary (Luke ii. 51). Well for us to do likewise as to what 
clearly comes from God, though we may not at the time under- 
stand it. These dreams, foretelling future greatness, may have 
cheered Joseph during his years of imprisonment. So with 
Jesus, " Who, for the joy that was set before Him, endured the 
cross, despising the shame" (Heb. xii. 2). 

5. SENT TO SEEK BRETHREN (Gen. xxxvii. 12-14). 
Sent out of ** vale of Hebron," />., fellowship. Jesus came from 
"bosom of the Father" (John i. 18) "to seek . . . lost," "lost 
sheep," &c. (Luke xix. 9, 10; Matt xv. 24, xviii. 11, 14). So 
believers should go forth from place of " fellowship " to serve. 
All are "lost" (Luke xv. 4, 9, 32) //// found by Jesus. Any 
here " lost ? " If so, Jesus is seeking ^^« now. 

6. BRETHREN CONSULT TO KILL JOSEPH. Chief 
priests, scribes, and elders to kill Jesus (Matt. xxvi. 3, 4), as 
foretold, Ps. ii. 2 : " The rulers take counsel together," &c. ; 
also by the Lord Himself (Matt. xvi. 21 ; Mark xii. 7). 
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7. JOSEPH SOLD (Gen. xxxvii. 28) ; Jesus sold (Matt, 
xxvi. 14-16). And are there none now who would sell Jesus if 
they could, even as they sell their own souls to Satan ? the 
souls Jesus died to save ! Awful thought ! 

8. JOSEPH STRIPPED OF COAT (Gen. xxxvii. 23) ; 
Jesus of His raiment (Matt, xxvii. 28). 

9. JOSEPH CAST INTO PIT (Gen. xxxvii. 24) ; Jesus 
into pit, or grave (Matt, xxvii. 60 ; see also Ps. xl. 2, Ixix. 14, 
Ixxxviii. 4, 6). While Joseph in pit, brothers sat down to eat 
bread ; while Jesus in grave, Jews kept " high " feast of passover, 
or " unleavened bread" (John xviii. 28, xix. 31). But there are 
some points in which the type is in striking contrast to the 
Antitype, namely, that though Joseph was cruelly treated by his 
brethren, he was not deserted by God ; nay rather, God was 
watching over him and overruling all for good. But the 
blessed One was " forsaken " (Matt, xxvii. 46) that we might 
never be, if only we believe in God's acceptance of His death 
for ours. Again, there was " no water in " the pit where Joseph 
was ; but of our beloved Saviour we are told that all the 
"waves and the billows'' of God's wrath went over Him (Ps. 
xliL 7). Then, Joseph's life was spared like Isaac's, but God 
"spared not His own Son" (Rom. viii. 32). Forget it not, but 
rather may the remembrance of the Redeemer's sufferings beget 
in you a devoted love that will lead you to live and die for Him. 
And once more, the sufferings of Joseph were against his will ; 
but Jesus was a willing Sacrifice (John x. 17 ; Heb. x. 6-9). 

10. JOSEPH HANDED OVER TO THE ISHMAELITES 
by his brethren, so that they might not be the actual shedders 
of his blood. Jesus delivered to the Gentiles or Roman power 
(Matt. XX. 19 ; John xviii. 28-32) by His own nation, so as not 
to infringe the law by themselves putting Him to death, though 
eager to do so ; and thus they unwittingly fulfilled Jesus' own 
prophecy (John xii. 32, 33}, that He should die the accursed 
death, ** being made a curse ^r us^ (Gal. iii. 13); "for he 
that is hanged is accursed of God " (Deut. xxi. 23). Should it 
not humble us to the dust to think that our sins demanded 
such a Sacrifice ? and fill our hearts with love and gratitude to 
Jesus for being willing to bear all, for the salvation of poor lost 
sinners. Oh that He may be glorified by the salvation of all 
who gather here 1 

11. JOSEPH DRAWN OUT OF THE PIT ; Jesus raised 
from the dead by the Father (Acts ii. 24, 32 ; i Cor. xv. 20) as proof 
of acceptance oV^finished^^ work; and the blessed result is, salva- 
tion to every one that believeth (Acts xvi. 31 ; Rom. iv. 25, x. 9). 

12. THE COAT OF JOSEPH (Gen. xxxvii. 3, 31-33) 
speaks to us of the human nature and work of Jesus. It was 
(i) Given by the Father. Jesus says, " A body hast Thou 

H 
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prepared Me" (Heb. x. 5) ; a body in which to do His will, and 
in which to suffer for those who had broken it. It was (2) •* A 
COAT OF MANY COLOURS," margin ^^ pieces,** This tells of the 
mystical " body " — " thfe Church," formed of members chosen 
out of all nations and peoples (i Cor. xii. 13 ; Gal iii. 28 ; £ph. 
i. 22, 23). 

(3) Cqat stained with blood represents to us the " pre- 
cious blood" shed on the cross, with which Church " purchased," 
and every individual member " sprinkled " (Acts xx. 28 ; Heb.. 
jcii. 24), and by which Jesus entered ** into holiest" (Heb. ix. 12), 
there to plead for His people on the ground of complete atone- 
ment made (Heb. x. 10, 12, 14, vii. 25). 

(4) Kid substitute for Joseph. Jesus Substitute for 
His people ; and as Jacob saw in blood-stained coat the death 
of Joseph, so when God looks on sinner sprinkled with Jesus' 
blood, He considers or reckons him to have died, seeing him 
in His Son. And thus accounted " decui to sin," the believer 
stands justified before the Father (Rom. vi. 3, 11, iii. 24-26). 

13. TOSEPH SERVANT IN EGYPT (Gen. xxxvii. 36). 
Jesus " took upon Him the form of a servant " (Phil. ii. 7), and 
is thus spoken of by the prophet Isaiah (xli. 9, xlii. i). He 
came to '^ minister'' to others (Matt. xii. 18, xx. 28 ; Luke xxii. 
27 ; John xiii. 4-12). And see the blessed promise for future 
in Luke xii. 37 (Lesson 43). 

14. JOSEPH IN PRISON. (Gen. xl.) Jesus " was taken 
from prison," &c. (Isa. liii. 8.) Joseph falsely accused, so 
Jesus (Matt. xxvi. 59-61 ; Mark xiv. 56-59). Joseph was with 
those who deserved imprisonment : Jesus " was numbered with 
the transgressors" (Isa. liii. 12) ; crucified between two thieves 
(Mark xv. 27, 28). Look again at that prison scene. The third 
day the baker's head was lifted up to be hanged, the chief butler 
" restored " to place of honour (Gen. xl. 20, 21). The third day 
Jesus was " perfected " (Luke xiii. 32) ; that same day, one thief 
was " lifted up " on cross to die ; the other to receive forgive- 
ness, life, and glory (Luke xxiii. 32, 39-43). So now — it may be 
in one small circle— the one is saved, the other unsaved, accord- 
ing as led by the Holy Spirit to believe on Him Who hung on 
cross as SURETY, as SUBSTITUTE; sinless Victim weighed 
down with burden and curse of sin ! Both thieves saw and 
heard Him — the central One : each had the same opportunity ; 
but what a difference in result ! The one assured of being with 
Jesus in Paradise ; the other — eternal separation I Again, in 
that prison group we may see, dimly shadowed forth, Jesus — as 
the sinless One---(i Pet. ii. 22 ; Heb. iv. 15 ; Luke xxiii. 4) be- 
tween the two offenders ; as " the living Bread,** Who gave His 
" flesh" for the life of the world (John vi. 51) ; and as " the true 
Vine," Who trod " the winepress alone ; " and having " poured 
out His soul unto death," appears " in presence of God for us ;'* 
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presentingHis own blood as ground of acceptance for His people 
(John XV. I ; Isa. Ixiii. 3, liii. 12 ; Heb. ix. 24, 12). 

15. JOSEPH FORGOTTEN by his brethren, who thought 
of him only as one dead — whom they had got rid of— who " i? 
not." So is Jesus forgotten by the world, except as one who 
died ; but nothing to them. Ofttimes they receive mercies from 
Him, yet do they forget Him, as the chief butler did Joseph for 
many years. How different to the Lord Jesus, who never for- 
gets the smallest act done for His sake (Matt. x. 42, xxv. 40). 

16. JOSEPH'S EXALTATION (Gen. xli. 39-44) by Pha- 
raoh. So Jesus " exalted" by God (Acts ii. 33, v. 31). Observe 
Joseph's training for this : many years of prison. Jesus made 
** perfect through sufferings " (Heb. ii. 9, 10). The cross must 
precede crown. God's training fits for the station He wills His 
servants shall occupy. Joseph second only to Pharaoh "in 
throne ;" all subject to Him. So, all things are to be put under 
Jesus, God only excepted (Heb. ii. 8 ; i Cor. xv. 27). All must 
bow the knee to Joseph ; so to Jesus, " every knee shall bow," 
&c. (Phil. ii. 9, 10). And observe, it was the same Joseph of 
the pit and prison, who was ruler over Egypt. So it is the 
"same Jesus," Who was "crucified," Whom God hath made 
" both Lord and Christ " (Acts i. 1 1, ii. 36). The end dependent 
on this. Because Jesus thus humbled Himself, God ** highly 
exalted Him." 

Pause here before pursuing type farther, and let each ask, 
What personal experience have I of these things? Do I know 
Christ as the blessed Substitute for my sins ? How read the 
Saviour's history, whether portrayed in type, as to-day, or as 
related by the Evangelists ? Do you think of Him only as one 
of the remarkable men who have lived and died ? who shone as 
a Teacher — Pattern of morality, &c., as many do in our day — 
and nothing more? Or is He the "Living One" (Rev. i. 18 
R.V.), with Whom you have had personal dealings? Jesus 
died for ^^ sinners^^ (i Tim. i. 15). Have you come to Him as 
such f In the type of to-day. He is seen, " rejected," sold, in 
grave, in resurrection, in exaltation ; and all for us. " Deli- 
vered for our offences ; and raised again for our justification" 
(Rom. iv. 2$). How has it affected you ? Each may realise 
now^ by the Holy Spirit's power, the blessing of salvation in and 
through Christ Jesus. May be the Holy Spirit is even now 
pleading with some heart. Resist Him not. Let it be a settled 
question with you " to-day " as to your salvation. May you, even 
now, be united by the Spirit to the risen and exalted Saviour ; 
*■ for if when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 
death of His Son, much more being reconciled, we shall be saved 
by His life." And He is " able also 10 save them to the utter- 
most that come unto God by Him ; seeing He ever liveth to 
make intercession for them " (Rom. v. 10 ; Heb. vii. 25). 
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jf eeMna tbe Aultitu^e ; or, Xlbc CompasBf onate 

an& Satfsrsfng Saviour^ 

Matt xiv. 15-21, xY. 32-38; John vi. 

In last lesson, Joseph was brought before us as type of our 
blessed Lord ; in next lesson we shall see him opening store- 
houses of Egypt to feed the starving multitudes ; to-day, fix our 
thoughts solely on his glorious Antitype, **The Man Christ 
Jesus," as He lived and walked on earth, the God-Man, 
** anointed • . . with the Holy Ghost and with power. Who went 
about doing good" (Acts x. 38). 

At times, this wondrous Being was followed by great 
multitudes attracted by His miracles, healing sick, casting out 
devils, &c. (Matt. ix. 35, xv. 30, 31.) He was thus engaged 
before the miracles of loaves and fishes, recorded by all the 
£<van£relists showincr-"^ 

1. JESUS FULL OF COMPASSION. He feels for suffer- 
ings of body, as of soul. He would feed the hungry — see these 
miracles — He would gather the sheep when scattered (Matt, ix^ 
36-38), heal bodily infirmities (Matt. xiv. 13, 14, xx. 34), 
restore the dead to sorrowing relatives ; weep with those 
that wept (Luke vii. 13 ; John xi. 35-44), and act as good 
Samaritan (Luke x. 33-35). He is Jehovah- Jesus, Whose 
•* compassions fail not'* (Lam. iii. 22), our compassionate " High 
Priest," Who is '* touched with the feeling of our infirmities," 
and able and willing to help in every time of need all who come 
" unto the throne of grace" by Him (Heb iv. 15). See too— 

2. HIS STOREHOUSE EVER READY AND FULL. 
The desert place, the mountain top, matters not. Where Jesus 
is, there is plenty, and He is God, therefore, everywhere^ and 
ever ready to supply our wants. He is all-sufficient (2 Cor. ix. 
8). May be in spiritually desert place, no minister, no means 
of grace, no gospel preached, but, if know Jesus, have all we 
need. He can feed, and He alone. 

He bids the multitude " sit down." Sitting betokens rest and 
expectant confidence, as if contentedly assured they would be 
fed. Have any here "sat down under His shadow with great 
delight," and found " His fruit sweet to . . . taste "(Song. ii. 3) ? 
Have you sat like Mary "at Jesus* feet, and heard His word" 
(Luke X. 39, 42) ? Blessed attitude for Christian ! Many who 
have tried, can testify from blessed experience that — 

3. JESUS FEEDS TO SATISFYING. This proved, in 
miracles before us, by the fragments gathered, after they were 
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^^ filled}^ * Food blessed and prepared by Jesus must satisfy. 
Thus it is with every spiritual good He bestows^ both here and 
hereafter (Ps. xvii. 15, xxxvi. 8, Ixiii. 5 ; Isa. Iviii. 11 ; Jer. xxxi. 
14, 25}. Jesus could make a few loaves satisfy starving thou- 
sands ; equally able now to satisfy famishing souls. Even 
^^ crumbs from • . • Master's table "(Matt. xv. 27)— given by 
Him — satisfy. One text prayerfully meditated on, can nourish, 
strengthen, satisfy. There may be dearth around, but the child 
of God is ^^ satisfied^ because — 

4. JESUS FEEDS WITH H IMSELF. Multitudes flocked 
to Jesus, because He had fed their bodies (John vi. 26), no 
higher wish on their part ; but He compassionates their starv- 
ing souls, and seeks to feed them with Himself— ^^ the Bread 
OF LIFE " (vs. 27-35), which can alone satisfy immortal souls. 
But, alas ! how slow are people to hunger for this food now^ 
just as were the Jews then ! They had faith in Moses, God's 
human instrument for feeding their forefathers with ^' manna 
in the wilderness ;" but not in Him it typified, and of Whom 
Moses wrote (John v. 46). They " murmured . . . because He 
said, I am the Bread which came down from heaven" (vi. 41). 
They had begun by asking what they could ^' do^ as men are 
ever prone to ask. To believe in the " Sent " of Father (ver. 29), 
prophesied of by Moses (Deut.xviii. 15, 16), which is " the work 
of God," is too simple for them, as for many now; but the 
patient and compassionate Saviour continues His endeavours to 
feed them with "the living bread,** |>., Himself (vs. 50^ 51), the 
alone satisfy in^^. 

How to feed on Jesus is distinctly taught in ver. 63. His 
words " are spirit " and " life." We have them in the written 
Word, testifying of "the living Bread," the living "WORD," 
and to believe in, and to receive Jesus into the soul, through the 
Spirit's power, is to feed on Him (vs. 35, 40, 47). And those 
who do thus feed, " shall be satisfied^^ even " in the days of 
famine" (Ps. xxxvii. 19). United to Christ by the Holy Spirit, 
the believer is made one with Christ, who is " the Life," and 
draws his nourishment from Him. "The life ... is in the 
blood* (Lev. xvii. 11 ; John vi. 53-57), and the words of Jesus, 
received by faith into the heart, first impart, and then sustain, 
the life which is '* eternal," and "the free gift of God." (Rom. 
vi. 23 R.V.) But never forget, that in order to bestow life — 

5. JESUS GAVE HIS LIFE. He gave it for His "sheep" 
(John X. II, Lesson 6). He gave it as "a ransom for many" 
(Matt. XX. 28), **for all" (i Tim. ii. 6). His body must be 

* The word Kophinos (jro^ii^os) translated "basket" in Matt. xiv. 20 and 
John vi. 13 signifies a small wicker basket, while spuris (<nn;/i>tf), also trans- 
lated "basket" in Matt. xv. 37 and Acts ix. 25, signifies more hamper, or 
vessel for corn. 
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"broken," Hi5 blood "poured out " (i Cor. xi. 24 J Isa. liii. 12), 
before He could feed His people. Last lesson saw that, 
without pit and prison, Joseph would not have been in position 
to feed starving multitudes in Egypt. So the humiliation and 
death of our blessed Lord were needed to save life. He was 
the Bread*corn bruised^ '* bruised for our iniquities" (Isa. 
aocviii. 28, 29, liiL 5), by Him Who *' is wonderful in counsel, 
and excellent in working." But for His death, Jesus the " Corn 
of Wheat," would have abode " atone " (John xii. 24). 

Observe bow immediately after Peter's confession of faith 
— "Thou art ike Christ," &c. (Matt. xvi. 16) — ^Jesus shows (ver. 
21) how that only through suffering, death, and resurrection He 
could accomplish God's purpose in sending Him into the world 
(see also Matt xxvi. 53, 54). Thus would He do the will of 
Him that sent Him, and ^^ finish His work " (John iv. 34, xvii. 
4, xix. 30). And those who believe in Christ are made par- 
takers of the "resurrection" life. They live because He lives ; 
and He will " raise them up at the last day " (John xiv. 19 ; 
Eph. iL 5, 8 ; John vi. 38-40). By the death of Jesus glory was 
brought to the Father and Son, and many "sons'' brought to 
glory (John xii. 23, 28, xiii. 31, 32, xvii. i ; Heb. ii. 10). And 
to the "Lamb" that "had been slain" will glory be ascribed 
throughout eternity (Rev. v. 6, 9, vii. 14-17). Tremendous 
reality ! There could be no bread for famishing world had the 
true " Corn of Wheat " not fallen into the ground and died. 
But having died, " it bringeth forth much fruit," sufficient to 
satisfy soul of compassionate Jesus (Isa. liii. 11), Who thus is 
ready to satisfy all who " will." But mark — 

6. "THEY DID ALL EAT," otherwise could not have 
been "filled." None can be "filled" by another's eating. 
Have you eaten ? Jesus died that you might have life " by 
eating^^ "Bread of Life.*' To eat must come (John vi. 35), 
People came to Joseph, otherwise could not have had bread, 
must have died. If you do not come to Jesus you cannot be 
fed ; you will die eternally. Let Him not say to you, as to Jews 
of old, "Ye will not come to Me that ye might have life" 
(John V. 40). The Father draws with "bands of love" (Hos, 
xi. 4). Has He not drawn you here to-day purposely to feed 
you with " the living Bread." And Jesus says, " Him that 
Cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out " (John vi. 37). All 
that multitude ate. Why not all now ? They were hungry ; so 
were those who went to Joseph. He did nt^X. force them to 
come ; nor did Jesus force the multitudes to eat, but hunger 
did. Have you no hunger for spiritual things ? Listen to our 
Lord's words ; " Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst 
after righteousness, for they shall befitted^ (Matt. v. 6). Has 
Jesus no attraction for you ? Those who know Him find His 



The Compassionate and Satisfying Saviour, 109 

words ** sweet " (Ps. cxix. 103) ; precious ** above gold " (vs. 72, 
127) ; "the joy and rejoicing" of the heart (Jer, xv. 16). Any 
here seeking to feed upon the unsatisfying pleasures of this 
world ? You will find them no better than "husks" (Luke xv. 
16). Is the salvation of your soul to be bartered for the world ? 
(Matt. xvi. 26). Are you fearing you will have to make some 
sacrifices as the Egyptians had — giving up their *' fields," &c. 
(Gen. xlvii. 17-20) — to obtain bread ? If you have, it is well 
worth ; Jesus is better than the " whole world ^ {^^ the field is the 
tvorld^^ Matt. xiii. 38). He will give you far more than you give 
up for Him (Matt. xix. 29 ; 2 Chron. xxv. 9). Only try. " O taste 
and see," &c. (Ps. xxxiv. 8.) No earthly food can satisfy as does 
" the Living Bread." The bread Joseph gave could only pre- 
serve life of body j but the " Bread of Life " gives and main- 
tains life of soul. Mark ! " fruit " must be borne by " Corn of 
wheat " having died; but onyouy who hear the gospel, depends 
whether _y^« are part of that *' fruit" which satisfies the longing 
soul of the loving Saviour. " He that eatetk . . . shall live 
FOR EVER.^' Any beginning to hunger ? That is the Spirit's 
work, that even now you may feast on Him who gave His life 
for you. Lastly, remark, Jesus said — 

7. GIVE YE THEM TO EAT (Matt. xiv. 16). Words 
spoken to " disciples.' Perhaps some here, who do know Jesus, 
— are His followers. His disciples ; then to you are these words 
addressed. Do you say with the disciples, " Whence should 
we?'' &c. (Matt. xv. 33.) They could not, but JESUS could; 
and He deigned to use them as instruments for distributing 
what He Himself provided. Sometimes 'RtproveSf by Himself 
asking " Whence^' &c. (John vi. 5, 6.) But He is in no doubt 
as to the how and the whence, and soon shows His power. It 
is God in Christ providing for the wants of His people in the 
desert. Even so now, Jesus, having given Himself " for the 
life of the world," would have His people distribute to others 
" the Bread of Life '* of which they are partakers. His " words " 
(as we have seen) are "spirit and life," and His people are to 
hold "forth the word of life" (Phil ii. 16). How? In their 
lives. They must live God's Word ; be living epistles, " known 
and read of all men " (2 Cor. iii. 2). They must speak, write, 
or give God's Word as opportunity may occur. One text is 
often used of God to save a soul, precious in His sight because 
"purchased with His own blood" (Acts xx. 28). Christians should 
store God's Word in the heart and memory, and so be ready 
with a verse of warning, invitation, exhortation, comfort, instruc- 
tion. All these and many other ways there are of obeying our 
Lord's injunction : " Give ye them to eat." May He graciously 
use us as instruments for distributing to others " the Bread of 
Life." 
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^^flfapbtiatb^paancab": or, ''XCbc Savtour of 

tbe TRIlotl^" 

Gen. xli. 45 ; John iii. 17 ; I John iv, 14. 

Ofttimes in Scripture we find God making use of heathens as 
instruments for carrying out His purposes towards His people. 
Thus it was in the case of Pharaoh, when He exalted Joseph to 
be ^ ruler " over all the land of Egypt (Gen. xli. 43). And when, 
according to custom (Dan. i. 7), he changed his name, he little 
knew how deeply significant was — 

L ZAPHNATH-PAANEAH (the one he chose), as por- 
traying Joseph's great Antitype, the Lord Jesus Christ. In 
Coptic, it has for meaning " Revealer of secrets ; '* prerogative 
of God alone (Dan. ii. 28, 47}, though He deigns at times to 
reveal them through His servants, as by Joseph, Daniel, 
and others (Gen. xli.; Dan. ii.; Amos iii. 7}. Jehovah-Jesus, 
when appearing to Manoah and his wife as '^ the Angel of the 
Lord" (Jud. xiii. 13, 18) announces His Name as "Secret;" 
marg. ** Wonderful '' ^so Isa. ix. 6 ; see Col. ii. 2 R. V.) ; and Who 
but Jesus knows, ana reveals the secrets of the Almighty ? He 
alone can declare or make known the secret purposes, mind, 
and will of Father. He is the true ** Revealer of secrets." He 
declared them to His disciples when on earth (John i. 18, xv. 
1 5, xvii. 26), and He now reveals them by His Spirit to His people 
(i Cor. ii. 10 ; Ps. xxv. 14). But in the Egyptian tongue, the 
name is of yet wider significance and deeper value, namely, — 

2. « SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD," and there is but One 
to Whom that title can be rightly applied (Isa. xlii. 6-8, xliii. 1 1,- 
xlv. 31, 22 ; Hos. xiii. 4; John iv. 42 ; i John ii. 2 R.V. iv. 14). 
** There is no Saviour beside Me," saith the Lord. 

Joseph was ''sent** to Egypt and placed by God in that 
elevated position, to save alive numbers out of all countries, 
besides Egyptians and own family (Gen. xli. 57, xlv. 8). So 
God sent His " beloved Son " to save multitudes out of every 
nation, besides His own ancient people Israel, with whom 
Egypt and Assyria are to be joined in blessing in the last days 
(Isa. xix. 2^ 25). Joseph bought the land and people and 
saved their lives (Gen. xlvii. 20-26). So Jesus bought the " field," 
f.^., '^ the world " (Matt. xiii. 38, 44), and His people, with the 
tremendous price of His " precious blood " (Acts xx. 28). Truly 
He is *' the Saviour of the world." Has He not bought us ? 
If so, we are not our own, and are therefore called on to 
glorify God in body and spirit, which are His" (i Cor. vi. 20^ 
vii. 23). Are we doing so r Pharaoh was to have a fifth ; but 
what should not grateful hearts give back to GOD of what He 
freely gives ? Our all should be devoted to Him. 
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Before the famine Jn Egypt, there were — 

a SEVEN YEARS OF PLENTY, in fulfilment of Pharaoh's 
dream (Gen. sdi.). A complete cycle of abundance. During 
these years, God blessed Joseph in private as well as public. 
His Egyptian bride, as some think, may be viewed as type of 
the Church, the bride of Christ, chosen out of the Gentile 
world during His rejection by the Jewish nation, as was Joseph's 
after his rejection by his brethren, and destined (like Asenath) 
to share the glory of the true Joseph, when He reigns over the 
earth. To the sons bom, si^^nificant names were given (Gen. 
xli 45, 50-52). Manasseh, ^forgetting," for God had made 
Joseph forget all toil ; as the Lord's people hereafter, when with 
Jesus above, shall forget all the toil and trouble of this life 
(Rom. viii. 18). Ephraim, '* fruitful," literally fulfilled in the 
multitude which sprang from him ; which to Christians should 
speak of fruitfulness in the Lord's service, result of union to 
Christ (John xv. 4, 5). 

As the famine years were preceded by the seven years of 
plenty, so does God often give great blessing before great trial. 
His people, after basking in the sunshine of His abundant 
mercies, should be ready to face trial when sent, having mean- 
while been laying up treasures in heaven (Matt. vi.-20, 21), as 
Joseph laid up com in the granaries of Egypt. God has warned 
us of coming judgments by many sevens in the Book of Revela- 
tion, and if His people, we should warn others, as He gives us 
opportunity ; for, alas ! in times of abundance often the heart is 
exalted, God is forgotten (Hos. xiii. 6), and sin ignored (Jer. ii. 35). 
Trouble is needed to bring sin to remembrance (i Kings xvii. 
18), and to lead back to God. When complete forgetfulness 
of Him exists, the seven years of plenty end, and in due time 
the sevenfold judgment (Lev. xxvL 18, 21, 28) will succeed, as 
did the seven years of famine in Egypt. 

4. NONE BUT JOSEPH could give bread then. None but 

iesus can feed souls now (Lesson 27). '' Go unto Joseph, what 
e saith to you, do* (Gen. xli. 55), So of Jesus, ** Whatsoever 
He saith unto you, do ** (John iL 5). " Hear ye Him " (Matt. xvii. 
5) is God's command, for He speaks to us now ^ by His Son " 
(Heb. i. 2). Joseph, as ruler of Egypt, was made a channel of 
blessing, and his storehouses were opened to all who went. 
True, Egyptian granaries might have failed had the famine 
been further prolonged, but Jesus, in Whom ^W/ fulness^ 
dwells (Phil. iv. 19) can never faiL He died, rose again, and is 
exalted to be God's Channel of blessing to #// who will go to 
Him. Joseph fed his brethren without money. So Jesus 
bestows the " Bread of Life " "without money and v^homt price * 
(Isa. Iv. i). Famine, whatever form U take, is mfant to drive to 
Him, Who is ready to give/r^^y happy when it does so I 
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5. JOSEPH'S BRETHREN BOW DOWN TO HIM. 
Partial fulfilment of dreams (Gen. xlii. 6, xliii. 26, xxxvii. 5-9). 
More complete fulfilment reserved for future, when tribes of 
Israel will bow down to Antitype. As brethren did it wtll- 
ingly^ so will nation of Israel be "willing" in day of Lord^s 
power (Ps. ex. 3). Twenty years passed from time when Joseph 
was sold and got rid of by brethren. Well-nigh two thousand, 
since Jesus rejected by " own'* nation, and got rid of by world. 
Jesus dead to them^ as was Joseph ; but as Joseph was really 
alive^ so is Jesus, and that " for evermore " (Rev. i. 18). God 
is working out links in chain of His Providence, by apparently 
natural events or circumstances — as with Joseph and brethren — 
by which Israel will be brought to own and serve their Messiah ; 
and all " nations " shall bow down before Him, and own His 
sway (Gen. xli. 57 ; Jer. xvi. 19, xxxi, 9, 20, 31-34, xxxii. 40-44, 
xxxiii. 14 ; Ezek. xxxvii. ; Heb. viii. 10 ; Isa. Ix. 3, Ixii. 2 ; Ps. 
xxii. 27, Ixvii. 7, Ixxii. 11, 17 ; Zech. xiv. 16). 

6. JOSEPH'S TREATMENT OF BRETHREN appears 
harsh, but was for their good. Imprisoned by Joseph for three 
days, conscience begins to awake (Gen. xlii. 17-21), sin is 
brought to remembrance. Such God's object when in love 
sends afflictions (Prov. iii. 12 ; Heb. xii. 6-1 1). Joseph wept 
over brethren (Gen. xlii. 24, xliii. 30). So Jesus over Jerusalem 
(Luke xix. 41). Trial wrought appointed work in brethren ; 
see ch. xliii., change from when sold Joseph. Judah earnestly 
pleads for Benjamin: ready to be surety iox him, but brothers 
think to propitiate Joseph with present, as ofttimes sinner— -^ 
when conscience is awakened — thinks he can do something, i,e,, 
propitiate God with fruit of his labours, when all worthless, 
except on true ground of acceptance (Lesson 8). Spite of pre-* 
sent, brothers feared (vef. 18} ; so sinner, if called to meet God 
with nought but his own works* But God meets in love^ and 
feasts — as Joseph did — yet men may enjoy God's blessings and 
not really know Him, as it was with brethren. They were 
not fully awakened till decree about cup brought them down 
to dust. Then, no longer boast of being "true men*' (Gen. 
xlii. 11), or seek to clear themselves ; and then — 

7. JOSEPH MAKES HIMSELF KNOWN to them. So, 
when sinner comes to an end of self, convicted of sin by Holy 
Spirit (whose office it is, John xvi. 8, 9), and humbled to dust, 
then God reveals Himself in Christ as ready to pardon and 
receive. " I have sinned,** at once answered by " The Lord also 
hath put away," &c« (2 Sam. xii. 13). And so with Israel in the 
future. It will be after "Jacob's trouble" that the nation will 
be humbled, and acknowledge Jesus as their Lord (Jer. xxx. 
7-9 ; Dan. xii. i). Joseph alone with brethren. God in Christ 
luust be alone with sinner* None may, none can interfere be- 
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twcen the soul and God. Happy he who is thus brought nigh to 
God I Compare " I am Joseph, . . . come near" (Gen. xlv. 3, 4), 
with " I am Jesus " (Acts ix. 5), words spoken in resurrection 
power by the risen and ascended Saviour. *' Come unto Me" 
(Matt. xi. 28). Truly with " bands of love^^ is the sinnet drawn 
to know God in Christ (John xvii. 3 ; Epb, ii. 13). Lastly, see — 

8. MAN'S GUILT AND GOD'S PURPOSE strikingly 
shown in Joseph's history. (Compare Gen. xlv. 6-8 with Acts 
ii. 22-24, iv. 27, 28 ; Luke xxii. 22.) The brothers were verity 
guilty ; but God's purposes were being accomplished, and Joseph 
"sent before" to save alive vast multitudes. The pit, selling, 
and prison, all led to his being lord of Egypt So with Jesus. 
Deep the guilt of man in crucifying " Lord of glory ; " but God's 
purposes of mercy to a guilty world were being accomplishedi 
and salvation provided for untold numbers. The perfect life 
would not have sufficed. Sin must be atoned for; and the pure 
and spotless " Lamb of God " was an all-sufficient Sacrifice for 
"jwf ofwortd^^ (John i. 29 ; i John ii. 2 R.V.), and Jesus can "save 
« . . to uttermost . . * seeing He ^v^r liveth," &c. (Heb. vii. 25.) 

9. JOSEPH BLESSES AS WELL AS FORGIVES. So 
Jesus not only saves, but blesses *' with all spiritual blessings," 
&c. (Eph. i. 3.) Brethren deserved wrath, Joseph gives love. 
And sinners who deserve wrath receive the Gift of God's love 
in Christ (Rom. vi. 23; Eph. ii. 3-6). Joseph presents his 
brethren to the king. Those whom Jesus is not ashamed to 
call His " brethren " (Heb. ii. 1 1), are " accepted " by the " King 
eternal," in HiM " the Beloved " (Eph. i. 6). Joseph's brethren 
given fat of land of Goshen (Gen. xlv. 10, xlvi. 28). The Lord's 
people feed in green pastures (Ps. xxiii. 2), are possessed of rich 
blessings (l Cor. ii. 9), and described as risen and seated with 
Him in heayenlies. How with you? Have you been led by 
Holy Spirit in deep contrition of heart to own Jesus ? Has He 
spoken peace, pardon, blessing to you ? 

10. DOUBTS OF JOSEPH'S LOVE AND FORGIVE- 
NESS came into brethren's heart after death of father (Gen. 1. 
1 5). So, sometimes with those forgiven of God and accepted 
in Christ, when earthly prop removed, to which they had clung 
for support ; instead of solely to love of God as shown in Christ. 

. Once truly forgiven of God — as were brethren of Joseph — saved 
forever. To doubt love of God, love of Christ, after all He 
has done, must grieve His loving heart« He is able and willing 
both to save and to "^^^" (2 Thess. iii. 3 ; 2 Tim. i. 9-12 ; i 
Pet. i. 2-5), and promises never to leave or forsake (Heb. xiii. 
5) till He calls them to Him, that they may be "revealed" or 
manifested with Him (i John iii. 2 R.V.) as their risen Head, 
even as Joseph was manifested as Lord of Egypt. May this 
be the blessed portion of each here ; knowing Jesus now as 
their Saviour, ready to own them as " brethren." 



XXIX. 

Heb. XI. 1-23. 

In the book of Genesis — much of which has come before as in 
foregoing lessons — seven characters stand prominently out : 
Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. A 
complete number, each and all witnessing to God's truth and 
faithfulness, and shining as lights in the ages in which they 
lived. Each also presents, so to speak, germs of truths, which 
are more fully set forth in later portions of God's Word ; but the 
animating principle of all was— 

1. FAITH, which it is well to consider, since ^* without 
faith it is impossible to please " God (ver. 6). What faith is, is 
graphically described in ist verse of Heb. xi. By it we believe, 
grasp, apprehend, what, without it, would be quite beyond us. 
'* He that cometh to God must believe that He is'' (ver. 6). 
Faith is just believing what God savs, because He is GOD, and 
He is ** Truth " (Isa. Ixv. i6), and cannot lie (Num. xxiii. 19). 
It is trustinfr Him, resting upon His promises, as if accam- 

piishidj because they are as certain as if already fulfilled. One 
who has such like faith in God has something immovably firm 
to rest on, which should give peace at all times. 

These verses in Heb. xi. bring before us faith in God, in many 
of His attributes. First as — 

2. CREATOR (ver. 3). The Self-Existent One from all 
eternity. Who called things into existence by **the Word" 
(Lessons i and 2, with refs. ; Isa. xl. 26, xlii. 5). Important 
truth, to be held firmly in these days when men seek to teach 
otherwise by "science falsely so called" (iTim. vi. 20). But 
"the world by wisdom knew not God" (i Cor. i. 21) in days 
gone by ; nor by human wisdom can men know Him now (Job 
xi. 6, 7). Yet the works of God, which scientists study, make 
Him known (Rom. i. 19-21), " so that they are without excuse" 
when they ignore and deny the Almighty as Author of these 
works, even had they not besides the light of revelation. 

But the Spirit reveals (i Cor. ii. 10-12), and ^//A accepts 
with trusting confidence, what is far beyond human understand- 
ing and reason. Yet to the child of Gk>d it is far easier to 
^^ understand^ how the Almighty could frame worlds than to 
imagine that atoms could frame themselves into such, as some 
teach. But though important to know God as Creator, far 
more so to know Him as — 

a SAVIOUR AND REDEEMER (ver. 4; Job xix. 25; 
Ps. xix. 14; Isa. xlii. 3, 11, 14, xlv. 21 ; John iv. 42 ; 1 Tim. iv. 
10 * Tit. iii. 4, 6 ; Jude 25). Such faith had Abel, as shown 
by his ** more excellent sacrifice." *' The firstlings," &c. (Gren. iv. 
4) speak of Jesus, "in Whom we have redemption, through Hi* 
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blood" (Eph. i. 7). ^tVs faith was shown forth in worship; 
and ''his gifts"— of which God testifies — shadow forth God's 
** Unspeakable Gift,** and tell of the only '* Way " of a sinner's 
approach to God, and the only true ground of acceptance 
(Lesson 8). Abel by ^^ faith " apprehended this foundation 
truth, without which there can be no faith in *'Gcd our 
Saviour." Again, as — 

4. THE COMING ONE (vcr. 5) of Whom Enoch prophe- 
sied (Ps. i. 3 : Tit. ii. 13 ; Jude 14), Who will come first y^Tr, 
and then with^ His people (Lesson 11). ''Blessed hope" for 
those who, through faith in His finished work, by the opera- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, have been changed from "children 
of wrath" into "children of God," and well calculated to 
cheer and stir up to active service for Him. Also well fitted 
to awaken the careless and sleeper, lest the Lord should 
come to them "as a thief in the night" (i Thess. v. 2, 3 ; 
Rev. iii. 3, xvi. 15), and "sudden destruction" seize them. 
Enoch means consecration j and in him we have an example of 
faith manifesting itself in the life. "He walked with God" 
(Gen. y. 24 ; Lesson 10) — outcome of inward principle — till 
" God took him." Just so should it be with the Lord's people 
now. Blessed attitude. Again, we see there should be faith in 
God as — 

5. THE DELIVERER (ver. 7 ; 2 Sam. xxiL 2 ; Ps. cxliv. 
2 ; Rom. xi. 26), as Noah had. He shows Himself to be such, 
by directing Noah to prepare the ark ; and the " obedience of 
faith" is shown by Noah. The work of the ark was the result 
of his believing God. His name signifies " rest; " and while 
C[uietly resting in God he steadily pursues his object, prepar- 
ing ark " to saving of his house," warning others ot coming 
judgment, while as yet not a cloud seen in sky ; witnessing to 
truth of, arid faith in, God's Word by building; and so by his 
acts condemning those who heeded not (Lesson 12). Faith 
rests in God, certain of deliverance through HiM alone^ while 
working in accordance with His will. As Enoch typifies the 
Church " caught up" before the coming judgments, so Noah 
may represent the remnant of Israel, and others carried through 
" the great tribulation " and inhabiting the regenerated earth. 
Ark, type of Jesus ; only Refuge for sinners in every age and 
dispensation. As Noah had faith in God as Deliverer, so had 
Abraham faith in Him as the — 

6. GOD OF RESURRECTION (ver. 19 ; Rom. iv. 6-21, 
viii. 11). His faith in believing God's promise of son — spite of 
nature's deadness (ver. 12) — was as remarkable as his readiness 
to offer up that son when called to do so, because of his trust 
in the God of resurrection (Rom. iv. 23-2$ ; Lesson 15). 

Abraham's y^/M was shown, first in obeying God's call, then 
\n following ythtxt He led, though " not knowing whither he 
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went ; * his " tent," or " tabernacle,'' telling of no continuing 
city here below (Heb. xi. 9, 10, xiii. 14) ; and the altar, of 
worship and communion during the pilgrimage. So God's 
children now, are "called" to "walk" as "strangers and 
pilgrims'* (i ret, ii, 11), knowing " Christ and the power of His 
resurrection," &c, (Phil, iil 10); as "risen with Him," &c. (Col. 
iii. I,) and going forward on their pilgrimage in the strength of 
the Lord till they reach the " better" — i,e,, "heavenly" — country ; 
fully trusting in God as — 

7. THE FAITHFUL PROMISER, like the patriarchs; 
who " all died in faiths not having received the promises," but 
none the less ^^ persuaded of them" (ver, 13), "having seen 
them afar off." So now, at times, with God's children, who 
plead God's promises in faith, and yet are removed before their 
fulfilment. But who can measure the joy hereafter, and glory 
to God, when faith shall ripen into vision, and God's faithful- 
ness be fully shown forth in fulfilment of promises, in answer to 
believing prayer? In these, faith is seen waitings knowing 
God's time to be best. Faith in God as — 

a THE PROVIDER is also seen in Abraham's remarkable 
answer to Isaac (Gen. xxii. 8-14, Lesson 15) ; and though not 
told, we are led to conclude that Isaac shared that faith by his 
apparent contentment with answer. But his faith in God as — 

9, THE SOVEREIGN DISPOSER OF ALL, ruling and 
overruling the blessing for whom purposed, is told, ver. 20, 
" By faith " he " blessed," &c. (Gen. xxvii.) And so with Israel, 
when he guided his hand " wittingly " (Gen. xlviii. 14), and pro- 
nounced the superior prophetical blessing on the one chosen 
of God, Thus we see faith for pilgrimage (ver. 13), for trial 
(vs. 17, 18), in exercising the gifts of God: and lastly, Joseph 
brings before us faith in God as the — 

10. RULER OF FUTURE, as well as past and present 
(ver. 22). His directions " concerning his bones" clearly show 
his trust in fulfilment of God*s purpose and covenant-promise 
to give land of Canaan to seed of Abraham. The tracing of 
God's hand, so wonderfully guiding every event in his own 
life, and working out His purposes, might well strengthen 
Joseph's confident trust in future. And how blessed is it 
when we are enabled thus to trace the finger of God acting 
for us; though only hereafter shall we recognise it in its 
entirety, and be able to praise God as we ought, for His loving, 
watchful, guiding care. In all these it is God in Christ 
revealing Himself, and faith apprehending and acting on the 
revelation. 

IL APPLICATION. Have you faith in God as (i) Crea- 
tor, not only of material world, and man as first formed, but, 
as able to mzSn^you " a new creature," or creation, in Christ? 
(2 Cor, V, 17.) Old nature utterly corrupt and ruined, new 
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nature indispensable. God only can give it. Have you re- 
ceived it? Have you been re-created in Christ Jesus? (Eph. 
ii. 10, iv. 24.) Have you " put on the new man * by Holy 
Spirit's power ? through faith in God as your {2) Saviour 
In Christ ; the only and all-sufficient Saviour and Redeemer ? If 
you know and love Him as such, have you also faith in Him 
as (3) The Coming One, as Enoch had? (Phil. iii. 20.) Are 
you looking and waiting for Him? (i Thess. i. 10.) Is it the 
animating hope of your daily life ? See now — 

12. WHAT FAITH DOES, (i) IT LEADS TO forgive- 
ness OF sins (Luke vii. 47, 50 ; Acts x. 43) ; to justification 
and purification (Acts xiii. 39, xv. 9; Rom. v. i ; Gal. ii. 16). (2) 
Healing of sickness (Matt. ix. 20-22 ; Acts xiv. 9) ; to know- 
ing God as "Jehovah-Rophi," **the Lord that healeth" (Ex. 

XV. 26 ; Ps. Ciii, 3). (3) It OBTAINS DESIRED BOON (Matt. XV. 

21-28). (4) Removes mountains of difficulties (Matt. xvii. 20 ; 
Mark xi. 23 ; Zech. iv. 7). (5) OVERCOMES WORLD (i John v. 
4, 5). All this, because faith lives, by Christ livingr in soul (Gal. 
ii. 20), which gives power for walk^ access to God (2 Cor. v. 7 ; 
Eph. iii. 12), and pleasure to the Lord (Matt. viii. 10), while it 
excludes boasting (Rom. iii. 27 ; Eph. ii. 9). 

13. ABSENCE OF FAITH (i) calls FOR REBUKE (Matt, 
vi. 30, viii. 26, xiv. 31, xvi. 8 ; Mark xvi. 14). (2) Hinders 

GREAT WORKS (Matt. xiii. 58, Xvii, 20). (3) EXCITES CHRIST'S 
wonder (Mark vi. 6). (4) KEPT ISRAEL OUT OF PROMISED 

LAND (Heb. iii. 19), and caused their setting aside (Rom. xi. 20). 

(S) It HINDERS GOD*S WORD FROM PROFITING (Heb. iv. 2). 

Hence we see, without faith no salvation, no work for Christ, 
no glory to God. Lastly — 

14. FAITH ENJOINED. (Markxi. 22 ; i Tim. vi. 11, 12 ; 
Jude 3, 20). " Looking unto Jesus, . . . Author," &c. (Heb. xii. 
2). Have you this faith given by Holy Spirit ? (i Cor. xii. 9.) 
If not, use prayer of afflicted father (Mark ix. 24). Is it weak? 
use disciples' prayer (Luke xvii. 5). If you have it, follow, con- 
tend, fight for it. It must be proved by works (Jas. ii. 26). 
Faith not only accepts God's "free gift" of salvation, but leads 
to life of gratitude and devotion to Him who gave it. It works 
because saved. Loving God, who first loved him (i John iv. 19), 
the man of faith shows his love in every action of life ; and, 
indwelt by Holy Spirit, goes forth mighty to conquer through 
Him who loved and gave Himself for him (Eph. vi. 10-16). 
There are daily battles against besetting sins, temptations of 
Satan, allurements of world, sneers of friends, &c.; but man of 
faith need fear no evil. " All things are possible," &c. (Mark 
ix. 23.) And remember, faith is needed for daily walk in 
smallest as well as greatest matters. Daily round of occupa- 
tions and duties, Bible-reading, prayer, conduct towards others 
— in all, is needed "faith, which worketh by love" (Gal. v. 6). 



XXX. 

Calling, Deatftid, Obc^in^. 

2 Tbess. ii. 14; i Sam. xii, 9 ; Rom. vi. if. 

Before beginning the second Book of God's Word, it is well to 
pause and ask what He has been doing during our study of the 
first Book, and also what w€ have been doing. As regards the 
former we may answer in one word, God has been — 

1, CALLING; and we shall have to ask ourselves what effect 
this has had on us ; whether on our part there has been bear- 
ing and obeying. But first, as to calling. There is what may 
be describea as (i) A GENERAL CALL, in such passages as 
these (Isa. xlv. 22, Iv. I ; John iii. 16 ; Rev. xxii. 17). The words, 
** every one," ** whosoever," show no limit. Again, God's com- 
mand is, to go " into a// the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature" (Mark xvi. 15), and wheresoever the gospel — 
that is, the good news, or glad tidings of full and free, perfect, 
and complete salvation in, and through Christ — ^is preached, 
there God is callings beseeching the hearers, through the 
speakers, to be ** reconciled " to Him, Who "was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto Himself* (2 Cor. v. 19, 20). Where* 
ever this blessed truth is announced of God's provision for the 
pardon of sin, be it in church, chapel, room, or mission hall, 
there God is calling. Each time you read His Word, or hear it 
read, God is calling. Each time you have attended this class, 
or any other, where " the gospel of the grace of God " (Acts 
XX. 24) is set forth, God has been calling you. It matters not 
who the preacher or teacher may be, but when gospel truths are 
taught, God is calling. In Genesis, as we have seen, God has 
recorded the fall of man, and His love in providing a ransom for 
his forfeited life. He has set before us, in type, the wonderful 
and full provision in Christ, and thus He has been ccdling all 
who have listened to these truths week by week. Again, God 
often calls by His providential dealings, such as sickness, 
bereavement, trials, troubles of many kinds sent to draw the 
heart to Himself. But so many calls of other sorts there are on 
all sides ; business, pleasure, cares of the world and daily life, 
which draw the heart from God ; that, alas ! times without end 
His call passes unheeded by. There is, however, (2) A 
PARTICULAR OR PERSONAL CALL. Christ " calleth His own 
sheep by name" (John x. 3). Believers are described as, "the 
called of Jesus Christ " (Rom. i. 6), " they which are called," 
"partakers of the heavenly calling" (Heb. ix. 15, iii. i. See 
also Eph. iv. 4). And this calling is effected by the preaching 
of the gospel (2 Thes. ii. 14), and believers are exhorted to 
^Tt/alk worthy^ of their calling (Eph. iv. i). 

Now, wherein lies the difference? In the first, the r^// has 
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only reached the outward earj in the second, it has been con- 
veyed by the Spirit to the heart. There has been the work of the 
Holy Spirit within, testifying of the work of Jcsus^^tt that soul, 
and "by the grace of God," the call has come home. ** Called '' 
"according to His own purpose and grace . . . given ... in Christ 
Jesus before the world began" (Gal. i. 15 ; 2 Tim. i. 9), the pre- 
destination and calling being founded on Qa^^ foreknowledge 
(Rom. viii. 28-30). Yes, He who searcheth the hearts, knoweth 
from all eternity with whom the call will be effectual. How 
with those present? There are solemn words in Jer. xxxv. 17, 
telling of judgments upon Judah, because God had called in 
vain. Again in Pro v. 1. 24-28. Ponder them well, if any here 
have been refusing in heart, while God has been calling to 
them. We have seen how judgments overtook the ungodly 
world in the days of Noah and Lot, and how God tells of judg- 
ments coming on the present world. For 120 years God was 
calling before the flood came, by the voice of His servant 
Noah, but they heeded not ; and if they called in despair when 
they saw the waters rising, and the ark floating in safety, God 
heeded not. Deeply solemn warning for all now to heed while 
yet time. How fearful ! should such words be. addressed to 
any here, or elsewhere, " before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath 
been evidently set forth, crucified among you'* (Gal. iii. i), "I 
also will laugh at your calamity," &c. God forbid it should be 
so. But see now, when the call has been answered. (3), What 
CALLED FROM AND TO. From bondage to liberty (Gal. iv. 3, v. 
1, 13). From death in sin to life in Christ (Eph. iL i, 5 ; Col. ii. 
13 ; I Tim. vi. 12). ** From the power of darkness^ " into the 
kingdom of Gods '^dear Son"* (Col. i. 13 ; i Thess. ii. 12). " Out 
of darkness into His marvellous light^^ (i Pet. ii. 9). The dark- 
ness of sin, which shuts out God, His truth. His love, His light. 
The darkness of doubts and fears, whether He could accept 
such a sinner. A darkness of hopeless helplessness to escape, 
not only present darkness, but " the blackness of darkness for 
ever" (Jude 13) which threatens in the future. Wondrous 
transition indeed ! from such a state, into the " marvellous 
light," when the Holy Spirit has shone "within," revealing 
Christ as the " Life" and " Light " and " Saviour" of that soul ! 
Are you still groping in darkness ? or has this Light, which is 
Christ Himself, shone into your soul ? (Ps. xxvii. x ; John viii. 12 ; 
Matt. iv. 16; Luke ii. 32.) Have you been "called" from 
ignorance and unbelief to " belief of the truth " ? from the pros- 
pect of eternal misery " to the obtaining of the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ"? (2 Thess, ii. 13, 14 ; i Pet. v. 10.) From 
companionship with sinners to fellowship with the Father and 
the Son (x Cor. i. 9 ; i John i. 3), and as an outcome, to " peace ** 
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(i Cor. vii. 15 ; Col. iii. 15), and ** holiness *' ? (i Thcss. iv. 7.) 
Truly a "high'' and « holy calling" (Phil. iii. 14 ; 2 Tim. i. 9). 
This leads to speak of — 

2. HEARING. The calling is God's part, and He amply 
performs it. The hearing is ours, how have we done our part ? 
As with calling so with hearing ; there is an outward and an 
inward, 

(i) God would have all hear. After so many of our 
Lord's parables, and the utterance of important truths, His 
words are, " He that hath ears to hear, let him hear" (Matt. xi. 
15, xiii. 9, 43 ; Mark iv. 9, 23, vii. 16 ; Luke viii. 8, xiv. 35). 
And the same thing is enjoined in the epistles to the seven 
churches in the Revelation, (chaps, ii. iii.) God would have 
us "A^iir" His word, His warnings, exhortations, invitations, 
&c By nature, alas ! men are desirous of hearing anything 
and everything rather than the things of God which concern 
their everlasting welfare. The gossip and news of the day, the 
doings and sayings of men, even details of crime, are listened 
to eagerly, rather than what God would have us ^^ kear/* 
Hence our Lord's warning, **Take heed what ye hear" (Mark 
iv. 24) ; and yet another as necessary, *' Take heed therefore 
how ye hear "(Luke viii. 18). Ofttimes, alas ! when the gospel 
is read, or preached, or spoken, it is heard only with the out- 
ward ear. There is no taste for it, no attention paid to it, no 
willing ^^rr listening to it. Hence our Lord says again, " If any 
man have an ear^ let him hear " (Rev, xiii. 9). Some there are 
who are (2) made willing to hear ; given a ready ear when 
God calls or speaks, as was Samuel (i Sam. iii. 9). To such 
God says, "Hear, and your soul shall live" (Isa. Iv. 3). He 
bids the ** deaf" hear (Isa. xlii. 18). He makes the "deaf* to 
hear (Isa. xxix. 18), and also the " dead; " and ** they that hear 
shall live" (John v. 25). Dead souls, moved by the Holy 
Spirit to feel their need, hear the voice of Jesus speaking to 
their souls. They hear with delight of God's gracious way of 
salvation, through faith in His acceptance of Christ's finished 
work, and hearing they live. Oh that the Lord may merci- 
fully grant such a ^^ hearing^ to all present Do you say you 
cannot hear. As well might the man with a withered hand 
have said he could not stretch it forth (Matt, xii. 10, 13) ; and 
truly he had no power in himself \o do so, but God never gives 
command without giving power to obey, as in that instance. 
And when He says, " Hear, ye deaf^* He is at hand to unstop 
the hitherto spiritually deaf ears of unbelief, as did our blessed 
Lord, when on earth, the physical ears (Mark vii. 34, 35X 

Is God now asking any here this question, " Having ears, 
hear ye not?" (Mark viii. 18.) Have ye as yet only heard by 
the hearing of the outward ear ? (Job. xlii. 5.) He has given 
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you ears ; He has sent His message of love to those ears, that 
through them it might reach your heart. Are any here closing 
their ears ? refusing to hear, as did Israel of old ? See the 
result (Zech. i. 4, 5, vii. i x-14). Or are you — 

3. OBEYING God's call to heart This does not mean a 
vain endeavour to save yourselves by obeying God's law per- 
fectly, which you cannot do, for " a man is not justified by the 
works of the law" (Gal ii. 16, iii. 11, r2 ; Jas. ii» 10), but it 
means (i) " The obedience of faith " (Rom. xvi. 26), such 
as Abraham showed (Heb. xi. 8) when he obeyed God*s call and 
" went out, not knowing whither he went ; * but trusting to God 
to lead. So, again, Rebekah was called and obeyed the call, 
leaving her kindred and home ; trusting to the testimony given 
her of Isaac and his father (Lessons 20, 29). We may not be 
called to leave kindred and home as they Were, but we are 
Called to follow the Lord " wholly ^ in whatever position He 
places us. Again, the disciples of Jesus obeyed His call^ and 
left their all to follow Him (Matt. ix. 9 ; Luke v. 11). And so 
should we leave all that hinders our following Christ. This is 
the first obeying. When convinced by the Spirit, as Simon was 
(ver. 8), that Jesus is truly the LoRD (i Cor. xii. 3), that is ^the 
obedience of faith." Then comes (2) THE ODEDIENCE OF LOVE 
(John xiv. 15) as we learn to know more of Jesus. The heart 
really filled with love to Him will seek to obey all His precepts, 
which are love. The prospect of the blessmg to be brought 
" at the revelation of Jesus Christ " also leads to obedience (i 
Pet. i. 13, 14 ; Rom. vi. 17; i Cor. i. 7), and the earnest desire 
that " every thought *' may be brought " into captivity " " to (3) 
THE OBEDIENCE OF CHRIST " (2 Cor. X. 5). At nothing less 
should the believer aim, as bidden to follow His steps (l Pet. 
ii. 21), whose "meat ** it was and " delight ** to do the Father's 
will (John iv. 34, vi. 38 ; Ps. xl. 7, 8). To the natural man this 
is impossible, but the believer has received a new nature, and 
that nature can '* delight in the law of God after the inward 
man." And though no power in self, the Holy Spirit dwells 
within and gives power ; and " through sanctification of the 
Spirit" he is set apart "unto obedience and sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus Christ" (i Pet. i. 2), which *' cleanseth us from all 
sin " (i John i. 7). And thus cleansed, sanctified, and indwelt, 
the child of God should "grow in grace," **in knowledge* (2 
Pet. iii. 18), and consequent conformity to Christ, and delight in 
doing God's will. High standing indeed t May it be ours. 
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Ex. iii. 14, vi. 3; John viii. 58, ix, 38 ; Phil. ii. II. 

The Second Book of God's Word is a most precious portion, 
revealing the love and grace of God in Christ in redempiion; 
and showing His full provision for His " chosen" and " called," 
that they may be not only "justified," but also " sanctified" and 
" glorified " (Rom. viii. 29, 30 ; Heb. x. 10, 14). 

In Genesis, God reveals Himself in mighty creating power; 
and displays His love, first, in preparing earth for man's habi- 
tation ; and then, in the promise of a Saviour (Lessons i, 12, 13), 
In Exodus, He yet further reveals Himself as the Self-existing, 
Almighty Redeemer : alone able to devise and accomplish the 
wondrous plan of salvation. In Gen. iii. God is seen coming 
down to "seek" fallen man, and give hope of deliverance 
through promised " Seed." In Ex. iii. the same grace and love 
displayed, when Jehovah comes down to accomplish the deliver- 
ance of His earthly people from Egyptian bondage, which so 
graphically shadows forth the deliverance of the spiritual seed 
of Abraham from the bondage of sin and Satan. Behold here, 
God in Christ revealed as the — 

1. " I AM," By the names and titles He assumes, does the 
Almighty vouchsafe to make known to man something of Him- 
self ; His character and attributes : and as we search and 
study His Word, we learn that such revelations are specially 
suited to the circumstances, conditions, &c., of those to or of 
whom He speaks. In Gen. i. the Name Elohim, or God, tells 
of creating power — as said ; while in Gen. ii. that of Lord God 
iised in connection with man, intimates a closer tie than that 
between Creator and created. To Abraham, God revealed 
Himself as "the Almighty God" (Gen. xvii. i)^ or the all- 
powerful One, fully able to accomplish His promise, which to 
man would have been simply impossible. But the Name 
"Jehovah"* is reserved as a yet more highly favoured reve- 
lation, through Moses, to the nation Israel, as more especially 
suited to their wants. " I AM that I AM." In past, present, 
future, ever " I AM." With Him, one eternal now : in the ever- 
lasting ages before the world was, and the countless ages of eter- 
nity yet to come. He is ever the same " I AM," Who changes 
hot (Mai. iii. 6 ; Heb. xiii. 8), and upon Whom Israel may count 
for blessings yet future (Zech. x. 6). He it was Who spake to 
Moses from the burning bush. Jehovah to Israel in the Old 
Testament ; Jesus to the Church in the New. One and the 
same. " GoD IN Christ." "JEHOVAH-JESUS." (See Isa. 
xliv. 6, xliii. 11, 13-15, xlviii. 12 ; Mic. v. 2 ; Matt i. 23 ; John 

♦ See note, Lesson 32. 
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kx. 28 ; Rev. f. 4, 8). Look now at the affixes Jesus gives us of 
Himself to this wondrous Name, " I AM." (i) " Th£ Bread 
OF Life." (John vi.) The Sustainer of His people (Lesson 27). 
(2) "The Light of the world" (John viii. 12). He came 
** 10 give light to them that sit in darkness" (Matt. iv. 16 ; Luke 
i. 79), and to guide His people in every path in which He calls 
them to walk (John xii. 35, 36, 46). (3) "The Door" (x. 9), by 
Whom entrance alone to God and to glory, (4) " The Good 
Shepherd" (x. ii, 14): to tend His sheep in every way (Lesson 
33)« (5) "The Resurrection and the Life" (xi. 25): by 
Whom dead souls are quickened (John v. 24, 25), and given power, 
through the Spirit, to lead a resurrection life. (6) ** THE Way, 
THE Truth, and the Life " (xiv. 6). The only means of access 
to God (£ph. ii. 18) ; only means of learning truth, as none can 
know God except as Christ reveals Him (Matt. xi. 27 ; John 
xiv. 9). And only " he that hath the Son, hath life," while " he 
that hath not the Son of God hath not life" (i John v. 12). (7) 
" The T&ue Vine " (John xv. 1-5). Brought out of Egypt (Ps. 
Ixxx. 8 ; Hos. xi. i ; Matt. ii. 15). The winepress trodden by 
Himself ** alone " (Isa. Ixiii. 3) for the redemption of His people ; 
that they, sprinkled with His blood (Heb. xii. 24) and united to 
Him by the Spirit, might — as branches of the Vine — bring 
forth much fruit. (8) "Alpha and Omega, the first and the 
last" (Rev. i. 8, 11). Such is the LORD, the ^ I AM," Who can 
still the troubled waves (John vi. 20, Greek), and say to the 
troubled conscience, " Peace, be still " (Mark iv. 39). The One 
in Whom each of His people can find just all they need, as 
best suited to their respective wants. But must first know that 
"HE IS" (Heb. xi. 6) before they can come and claim from 
Him all they need. It is this wondrous Self-Existent, All*- 
Sufficient One, Who spoke from the — 

2, BURNING BUSH: deigning to come from heaven 
His "dwelling-place," (2 Chron. vi. 30) to tabernacle with man 
(John i. 14) in low estate and endure the fire, to deliver His 
people from the furnace. "God is a consuming fire" (Deut. 
iv. 24 ; Heb. xii. 29), yet is the bush not consumed, because in 
grace and love He comes, in the Person of His Son, to save^ to 
deliver^ Very rich, and of deep meaning, is the type before us. 
First, we believe, it speaks to us of (i) THE BLESSED LORD 
Jesus, Who bore the fire of Divine wrath against sin ; yet was 
He not consumed ; His Divinity — while giving infinite worth 
to the Sacrifice — preserving Him from destruction. Behold 
the wondrous love of the Father in giving His Sen thus to 
suffer. To realise what He endured in seeing His " Beloved 
Son " in the furnace, impossible to finite man, though the parent 
who has gone through the torture of seeing his child suffer, may 
perhaps in some faint manner imagine it. How it should stir 
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our hearts to the depths, and bring forth fruits of gratitude and 
love ! Again there seems to be typified (2) The people of 
Israel, then in the furnace of Egyptian bondage and slavery ; 
but the God of their fathers was with them (Ex. iii. 6-18), and 
He suffered them not to be consumed, but brought them forth 
•* out of the iron furnace "—Egypt ( Deut. iv. 20). As it will be 
in the time of Jacob's ** trouble " (Jer. xxx. 7) yet to come. The 
furnace shall melt them (Ezek. xxii. 19-22}, the dross shall be 
consumed ; but the Lord will sit as a Refiner, not suffering His 
people to be ** consumed,* but causing the fire to effect His pur- 
pose : bringing " the third part through the fire," and refining 
"them as silver is refined" (Zech. xiii. 9 ; Mai. iii. 2, 6). And 
so in this dispensation with (3) the Lord's people, to whom 
He ofttimes sends fiery trials, to purify, not consume (i Pet. i. 
7, iv. 12 ; Jas. i. 3, 12) ; and the promise to Israel after the flesh, 
(Isa. xliiL 2} is to them also ; as numbers have realised with 
praise and thanksgiving. 

But there is another aspect of the Burning Bush. It tells {a) 
of THE Blessed One in humiliation having emptied Himself ; 
filled with the fire of love, and burning zeal, and the Spirit's 
power — without measure — to fulfil the Father's will. In it we 
also see {b) MoSES, now in self-abasement, fittingly pictured by 
" bush," sent forth with Divine power to perform his appointed 
mission. And so in like manner the {c) Believer, having learned 
to know himself to be as worthless as a thorn bush, becomes fit re*> 
ceptacle for fire of the Spirit, preparing him for service, and send- 
ing him forth in the strength of the Lord to perform His work. 

Blessed revelation is the burning bush, with the voice of ^ I 
All" speaking from its midst ! Moses must tread unshod this 
holy ground, and with awe he hid his face. Surely we also 
should be awestruck in such a Presence, while our hearts 
should be melted with the glowing heat of that^^r^ love which 
many waters ** cannot quench " (Cant. viii. 7), the love of God 
to the world, the love of Christ to the Church (John iii. 16 ; 
£ph. V. 25) ; which led the Father to give His Son, and led the 
Son to endure a furnace such as none beside could have borne. 
And that burning flame of love has blazed on ever since, reveal- 
ing itself in power to each soul, drawn by Spirit to Saviour, and 
energised thereby to love and serve Him ; and it will be the 
endless theme of praise throughout eternity. Have we learnt 
the blessedness of having the '^ I AM " for our God and Saviour ? 
Look now a little more at the Name-r^ 

3. "JEHOVAH," something of Whose greatness spoken of 
in Ps. Ixxxiii. 18 ; Isa. xiL 2, xxvi. 4, where it stands alone, as 
it does also in the passages where rendered by Lord in our 
Bibles. But in other passages it has affixes of deep significa- 
tion, (i) Jehovah-jireh — "The Lord will provide" (Gen. 
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xxii. 14 ; Lesson 15). And truly He has full provision for all. 
(2) JEHOVAH-ROPHI— " The Lord that healeth thee " (Ex. xv. 
26, where only the meaning given in our Bibles). Precious 
title to many I He healeth diseases (Ps. ciii. 3). So Jesus 
when on earth (Matt. iv. 23 ; Mark i. 32-34). And often now 
in answer to prayer of faith (Jas. v. 15), calling forth praise 
and thangsgiving. **He healeth the broken in heart" (Ps. 
cxlvii. 3), the plague of sin, " with His stripes ' (Isa. liii. 5 ; i 
Pet. ii. 24). Prayer for healing sure of answer (Ps. vi. 2, 9, xli. 
4, 11; Jer. xvii. 14). (3) JEHOVAH-NISSI— " The Lord my 
banner" (Ex. xvii. 15). Banner of "love" (Song ii. 4), and 
ensures victory (Ps. Ix. 4, 5). Jesus " shall stand for an ensign 
of the people " (Isa. xi. 10). Is he ours ? held aloft to lead us 
forward, fearless, by trusting in Him ? (Lesson 40.) (4) Jeho- 
VAH-SHALOM— " The Lord send peace" (Jud. vi. 24). Blessed 
confidence when enemy to fight ; and as fulfilled to Gideon,' so 
to all who trust in Jehovah. (5) Jehovah-tsidkenu—" The 
Lord our Righteousness" (Jer. xxiii. 6). Blessed Name to 
all who love Jesus, " Who of God is made," &c. (i Cor. i. 30.) 

(6) JEHOVAH-SABAOTH — ** The Lord of hosts " (Isa. i. 9 ; 
Rom. ix. 29 ; Jer. xlvi. 18 ; Jas. v. 4) Whom none can resist. 

(7) Jehovah-Gmoolah — "The Lord God of recompenses" 
\meanins[^v\yyYCi English Bibles), Who will"j«r^(Krequite" (Jer. 
Ii. 56 ; see also Isa. xxxiv. 8, xxxv. 4, lix. j8, Ixvi. 6 ; Hos. ix. 7). 
And lastly, (8) Jehovah Shammah — "The Lord is there" 
(Ezek. xlviii. 35). Glorious, crowning Name, for where the 
Lord is, there is blessings peace, prosperity, joy, light, love, alL 
Then the Lord will be known and acknowledged as "the Glory 
of" His " people Israel" (Luke ii. 32). Now all blessings flow 
to person, place, or people where Jesus is. How much to be 
learnt from these Names ! Worth deep study. Each suffices for 
a lesson. Here only enumerated. Even so, afford food for 
meditation and self-examination as to what know of Jehovah 
as Provider, Healer, Banner, Peace, Righteousness. Have all 
here been led by Spirit to profit by provision made for healing 
deadly malady of sin ? Are you holding aloft Banner of love ? 
Is Jesus your peace and your righteousness ? If so, endless 
source of comfort in knowing Him as the changeless Jehovah, 
If not, may the Holy Spirit even now reveal Jesus to your soul 
as the great ** I am ;" first in cradle of Bethlehem, in lowliness 
of man's estate, and then on Calvary suffering {ox your sins, 
bearing fire of Divine wrath due to you^ but endured by Him, 
that you might be accepted in Him. Such love is well calculated 
to melt the hardest heart. May none here slight or reject it, 
but all be taught to know and adore Jesus as Saviour, Healer, 
Righteousness, and Indweller — the ** Alpha and Omega," " the 
same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." 
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Ex. vi.-vii. ; Acts vii. 20-38 : Heb. xi. 23-27. 

Seven characters — ^as already remarked (Lesson 29) — stand 
prominently out in Genesis ; but only two in Exodus. Moses, 
chief, and Aaron, associated with him ; each separately and 
together types of our Lord Jesus Christ We will to-day con- 
sider Moses, in himself and in type. 

1. MOSES IN HIMSELF. The opening of Exodus shows 
the nation Israel in a very different position to that at the close 
of Genesis, In bondage and slavery — fulfilment of God's Word 
(Gen. XV. 13)— while the Amorites were filling up the measure 
of their iniquity (ver. 16) ; but God had not forgotten His pro- 
mises to Abraham (Gen. xv. 5, xxii. 17 ; Ex. ii. 24). Of numerous 
seed, already fulfilling; and others to be each and all fulfilled in 
due time. So that God was even then watching over them ; 
and at the very time when the heathen king sought to destroy 
the nation, He caused a deliverer — even Moses — to be born 
(Acts vii. 17-20). Pharaoh commands to slay all the male 
children ; Satan was working in him — as in Herod later (Ex. i. 
16, 22 ; Matt ii. 16)— but God is stronger than Satan ; and no 
device of his can prosper when the Lord wills otherwise. Satan 
sought by death to destroy the Lord's people, as in later ages 
the Lord Himself; but impossible for him to frustrate God's 
purpose of deliverance. 

The life of Moses was divided into three epochs, each of forty 
years* duration. The first period was — 

L FROM BIRTH TO FLIGHT FROM EGYPT. He 
was "a goodly," "a proper child," "fair to God" (Ex. ii. 2; 
Acts vii. 20, marg.) ; and " by faith Moses, when he was born, 
was hid three months of his parents" (Heb. xi. 23). Some 
inward assurance there doubtless was of God's favour and pro- 
tection ; and thus "faith which worketh by love" (Gal. v. 6) 
guided and sustained the mother in preparing and consigning 
her child to the " ark of bulrushes." Her anguish must have 
been great — as with Mary later (Luke ii. 35) — yet she trusted 
God, and her faith was recompensed. Pharaoh's daughter is 
led to the river — finds — has compassion — the mother is chosen 
for nurse — Moses is brought up as the son of Pharaoh's 
daughter ; became "learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, 
and was mighty in words and in deeds " (Acts vii. 22). The 
Princess being childless, Moses might even — as some think — 
have been heir to the throne. Example of God's dealings. 
Some lonely one, forsaken by all, but watched over by God ; 
and through His chosen instruments tended, made to prosper, 
and raised to high position ; typifying the high honour of those 
chosen of God and made heirs of glory (i Sam. ii. 8). 
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But Moses, at court, did not forget his suffering brethren. 
He grieved at their bondage, and " by faith" gave up his grand 
position, " esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than 
the treasures in Egypt " (Heb. xi. 24-27) ; and he believed God 
would deliver "by his hand'* (Acts vii. 23-29), as in truth He pur- 
posed to do ; but man's lime is not always God's, nor prosperity 
and the world's wisdom and learning, the best school to fit for 
the Lord's work. God's chosen servants must be trained by 
Himself. Hence Moses' zeal and impetuosity must be restrained. 
See in this honoured servant of God how holy zeal in righteous 
cause may become self-confidence if not held back. Thus, 
instead of being at once made deliverer, leader, guide, Moses has 
to flee for his life, and (2) APART IN THE LAND OF MiDiAN must 
the second period of forty years be spent. There, in God's 
school, under His training, Moses is fitted and prepared to act 
as His instrument for deliverance of His people. At " the back- 
side of the desert " he is brought face to face with Jehovah. Per- 
sonal intercourse, secret communion indispensable. See Paul in 
Arabia (Gal. i. 17, ii. i), John in Patmos (Rev. i. 9). There 
Moses learns his own nothingness, loses his impetuosity, and dis- 
trusts self (Ex. iii. 1 1). Before^ he was ready to put self forward ; 
novfy self is nothing — God everything. True fitness for service. 
God graciously encourages Him with the revelation of Himself 
as " I AM" (Ex. iii. 14; Lesson 31), the changeless "JEHO- 
VAH," God of Israel then, as of fathers ; and therefore His 
purposes concerning His people certain of fulfilment (Deut. 
xxxii. 8, 9 ; Rom. xi. 2). Moses being still diffident, God gra- 
ciously gives him signs whereby to convince the Israelites of 
His commission (Ex. iv. 1-7). Spite of this, Moses continues 
to raise difficulties, showing how humility and self-distrust may 
almost degenerate into faithless lack of confidence in God ; 
but though God's anger was kindled against him (vs. 1I-13), 
yet in his long-suffering and goodness He further graciously 
associates Aaron with him as mouthpiece (v?. 14-16). Thus 
does Jehovah mercifully bear with and provide for the weak- 
nesses or deficiencies of His servants. And then Moses is used 
in the third period of his life for the (3) Guidance of the 
PEOPLE Israel. Now he goes on authority of Divine commis- 
sion, not of his own will^ and energised (Lesson 31) with the 
Divine fire. He bids farewell to father-in-law, obt.iins leave to 
depart (in obedience to God's commands) with wife and sons — 
meets Aaron by God's direction, tells him all, and together they 
go and tell brethren. These at first believe, but doubt when 
^rst effect of appeal to Pharaoh is increase of burdens (Ex. v). 
Moses' resource is the Lord, not only now, but during these 
trying forty years of leadership, as it should be with each one 
of the Lord's people (Ps. Iv. 22). God then renews promise ol 
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deliverance, and that by hand of Moses (ch. vi.) — ^and appeals 
to His Name JEHOVAH (Ex. vi. 3), unknown to Abraham, 
who needed not to know it, but peculiarly applicable to Israel 
then \* as if to say, If he could trust ^ ME," how much more 
should y^», with the deeper revelation of what ^ I AM/' And 
what otus, with yet fuller and more blessed revelation of God 
in Christ ? Who came — ^as man — to suffer and to die in order to 
destroy all spiritual enemies, and deliver His people from far 
worse than Egyptian bondage (Heb. xi. 14, 1 5). Moses then enters 
on his mission, of which more in later lessons ; but look at—* 

2. MOSES AS TYPE OF CHRIST in different char- 
acters.' (i) Deliverer (Acts vii. 35) ; so Jesus. Of Israel in 
future (Isa. lix. 20 ; Rom. xi. 26) ; of spiritual seed of Abra- 
ham now (2 Cor. i. 10 ; Luke iv. 18). The Lord came down to 
deliver by hand of Moses (Ex. iii. 8 ; Acts vii. 34). So, in 
Person of Son, He came down to deliver from bondage of 
Satan, fear of death, and present evil world (Zech. ix.'i i ; Rom. 
vii. 24, 25 ; GaL i, 4). But what did Jesus suffer to become 
Deliverer ? He was dilivired to the Gentiles. Delivered by 
Pilate " to be crucified" (Luke xviiL 32 ; Matt xxvii. 2, 26 ; John 
xix. 16). " Delivered for our offences " (Rom. iv. 25) to deliver 
us from everlasting punishment. Moses not called to die in 
order to deliver Israel, though in figure '' received from dead ; " 
and his name signifies drawn out. As Moses from water, so 
Jesus from grave, type or earnest of His people at the last 
trump (i Cor. xv. 52 ; i Thess. iv. 16). Thus complete deliver- 
ance of soul and body. (2) Shepherd, first of Jethro's flock 
(Ex. iii. i), then of God's people (Isa. Ixiii. 11 ; Ps. Ixxvii. 20). 
Jesus, ** Chief Shepherd,*' " Good Shepherd'* (i Pet. v. 4 ; John 
X. ; Lesson 33). (3) Prophet (Deut. xviii. 15, i8,xxxiv. 10; 
Acts iiu 22, vii. 37 ; Matt« xxi. 1 1 ; Luke vii. 16, xxiv. 19 ; John 
vi. 14). Moses prophesied of Jesus (John v. 46 ; Luke xxiv. 
27), literally and figuratively throughout the Pentateuch. Also of 
the future of Israel-- their failures, sins, scattering, judgments ; 
their restoration, pardon, happiness ; fulfilled, fulfilling, and yet 
to be fulfilled. Jesus spake of events which have received, are 
receiving, and will yet receive complete fulfilment, till consum«- 
mation of all things. (4) Lawgiver (Num. xxt. 18). God's 
law given by Moses (John i. 17), though Jehovah Himself the 
Lawgiver (Isa. xxxiii. 22 ; Jas. iv. 12). Jesus came perfectly to 
fulfil and obey — as man — the law given by Himself as God 
(Acts viL 38). And in the " new commandment" (John xiii. 34) 
He taught how ^' love is the fulfilling of the law." The law says, 

* Though Name itself appears in Genesis, f\ill meaning not known to 
Abraham. Hebrew scholare tell us it implies not only Delivereft but the 
p>wer and judgments of God to be manifested on enemies of His people 
tor their deliverance. (This meaning seen in Ps. iz. 16, cv; 7 ; Ex. vii. 5.) 
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&c. . . . " But /say,''&c. (Rom. xiil lo ; Matt. v. 17-48 ; Lesson 
41). Yet more, He bore the full penalty and curse due to 
broken law (Deut. xxvii. 26 ; Jer. xi. 3 ; Gal. iii. 10-13). Won- 
drous truth I The Lawgiver suffered for the lawbreaker, and 
thus "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law." 
(5) Advocate or " Mediator" (Gal. iii. 19). So Jesus of the 
**new," or ** better covenant" (i Tim. ii. 5 ; Heb. viii. 6, ix. 15, 
xii. 24). Often did Moses plead with Jehovah for the people, 
making atonement for them, through Aaron, and obtaining for- 
giveness (Ex. xxxii. 30-32 ; Num. xiv. 15-20, xvl 46, xxi. 7-9 ; 
Deut. ix. 18, 19, X. 10 ; Ps. cvi. 23). Jesus, when on earth, 
prayed for His disciples and 9II who should believe on Him 
through their word (Luke xxii. 31, 32 ; John xviL 20). So, if 
you believe, for you He prayed then. Comforting thought 
indeed ! And now as " Advocate " Jesus pleads above, Him- 
self the " propitiation," having made " atonement," or " recon- 
ciliation," "through the blood of His cross" (i John ii. i, 2; 
Rom. iii. 25, v. 10, 11 ; Heb. ii. 17 ; Col. i. 20). (6, 7) God's 
"Chosen," or ** Elect;" "Servant" (Ps. cvi. 23; Deut 
xxxiv. 5 ; Josh. i. 2). So Jesus (Isa. xlii. i, xliii. 10, xlix. 6, Hi. 
13, liii II ; Matt. xii. 18 ; Phil. ii. 7 ; Lesson 43). Lastly, the — 
3. THREE EPOCHS in Moses' history may picture the 
experiences of the Lord's people, (i) The world, with its 
allurements, pleasures, fashions, ways — as typified by the court 
of Pharaoh — spreads its net around them. The world not con- 
fined to high places. It has its snares for all ranks. Where 
Christ is not^ there is the world. What " is not of the Father " 
"fj of the world." God has defined it as "the lust of the 
flesh," &c. (i John ii. 16), and it is easy to recognise it. But 
there is the same power to overcome now as in days of Moses, 
that is ^^faith^^ (Heb. xi. 24 ; i John v. 4, 5), possessed by those 
who are (2) Called out by the Holy Spirit to be " separate "* 
from the world (2 Cor. vi. 17), ready to bear ** reproach" if 
needs be, enjoying communion with God, and trained and fitted 
by Him (as Moses was in land of Midian) for (3) SERVICE. 
With some Christians this may commence almost immediately 
after conversion ; with others the preparatory training is long, 
liut there can be no fitness for the Lord's service without secret 
communion, prayer, teaching, and indwelling by Holy Spirit 
Have you gone through these three epochs ? or are you still 
in first. Does the world still attract ? Remember these words : 
" Love not the world," &c., " No man can serve two masters" — 
the world and Christ (i John il 15 ; Matt. vi. 24). May the Holy 
Spirit lead all here to come out boldly on the Lord's side, that like 
Moses you may be used as honoured instruments in His service. 

* Names of Moses* sons deeply significant to believers. Gershom, 
"stranger:" and EUezer, **My God is a help "(Ex. ii. 22, xviii. 3, 4 
marg. ; x Pet. ii zi ; Heb. xiii. 6). 



XXXIII. 

XCbe ''Sbepberb of JEsrael"; or, *'Ubc ©oob 

Sbepber5/' 

Ps. Ixxx. I ; Isa. xl. il ; Luke xv. 3-7; John x. 1-30. 

As Jehovah, under the Old Testament Dispensation was the 
** Shepherd of Israel/' so is Jesus under the Gospel Dispensa- 
tion ; to-day, therefore, we will look at our blessed Lord under 
the beautiful type of — 

L ** THE GOOD SHEPHERD;'' very precious to those who 
are His sheep. First, He is seen (i) seeking (Luke xv.; Ezek. 
xxxiv. II, 12). Sheep "lost;" poor silly sheep too apt to 
Winder, must be lost if left to self; "all we like sheep have 
gone astray" (Isa. liii. 6), but Jesus came "to seek and to save 
that which was lost" (Luke xix. 10). With love and earnestness 
He follows the erring, straying wanderer, **lost," without a 
possibility of finding its own way to the Shepherd or fold. But 
He seeks, till finds, then lays it on "His shoulder^^ — the place 
of strength and security — high above all that can assault or hurt. 
He lifts it off its own legs, too weak and tired from wandering 
to be of service, and carries it home " rejoicing^ Marvellous 
thought I the Divine Shepherd joys at the recovery of the "lost" 
one. There is joy "in heaven," "joy in the presence of th6 
angels of God over one sinner that repenteth," Have j^^w been 
the cause of such like joy to Jesus and the angelic hosts ? Not 
only is "the Good Shepherd" seeking, but also (2) Calling 
(John X. 3). By many voices does He call. His word. Pro- 
vidence, trials, &c., but only when the Spirit brings home call 
to heart is it answered (Lesson 30). He calleth each " by name," 
for (3) He knows His sheep (vs. 14, 27). Every detail of cir- 
cumstances, position, trials, &c., and He provides for each, 
according to their several need. (4) He gives THEM LIFE. 
Once they were "dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. ii. i), but 
"the Good Shepherd" gives them a life that can never end 
(vs. 10, 28), because (5) He gave His life for them (vs. i i, 15), 
and once made partakers of His life by virtue of union through 
the Spirit, nought can disunite or separate from Him Who is 
" the Life." The Head, with reverence be it spoken, must perish 
ere one member can be deprived of life. (6) He pastures 
(Ezek. xxxiv. 15), giving best and richest of food, even Himself 
(John vi. 57, 63). (7) He preserves from every enemy 
(John X. 28, 29). David, actual and typical shepherd, preserved 
his flock from lion and bear (i Sam. xvii. 34-36). Jesus 
preserves from attacks of Satan, who, "as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour" (Luke xxii. 
31, 32 ; I Pet. V. 8). Not so **the hireling," who leaves the 
V'olf to dp its worst (John x. 12, 13). Beware of such false 
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shepherds (Ezek. xxxiv, i-io), who teach false doctrine, />., not 
founded on, or contrary to, God's Word ; who allure by making 
all appear smooth and pleasant ; and when danger comes, can 
only take refuge in flight, leaving flock to be devoured. St. 
Paul foretold entrance of "wolves" (Acts xx. 29-31), and truly 
there are many at this time seeking to devour the sheep of 
Jesus. "The Good Shepherd*' can alone protect, and the 
under shepherds who speak His words, are alone to be trusted. 
See further the — 

2. CARE OF THE DIVINE SHEPHERD beautifully set 
forth in Ps. xxiii. (Ver. i.) No want (Phil. iv. 19 ; Rom. viii. 32), 
for all sufficiency in Him (2 Cor. ix. 8, xii. 9).* So Ps. xxxiv. 9, 
10^ abundant supply for every need, according to capacity, 
circumstances, desire. In Christ, God's wondrous "Gift" of 
love and grace, every other gift included (Rom. vi, 23 R.V.; 
2 Cor. ix. 15). Never straitened in the Lord, only in selves 
(2 Cor. vi. 12). On ourselves it depends, by faith to appropriate, 
enjoy, and use God's boundless provisions treasured up in 
Christ. (Ver. 2.) REST, FOOD, REFRESHMENT. '•'Rest " now 
(Matt. xi. 28), more complete "rest" hereafter (Heb. iv. 9). 
"Green pastures" of Word for food (Job xxiii. 12 ; Jer. xv. 16;, 
to mind, understanding, soul (Ps. cxix. 130). And the "still 
waters" of grace stream from the Spirit, life-giving, life-sus- 
taining, and fructifying. (Ver. 3.) RESTORATION AND GUID- 
ANCE. Poor silly sheep, always prone to wander ; but the Lord 
graciously restores the backslider (Isa. xliii. 25, xliv. 22), and 
leads in right paths. (Ver. 4.) Strength and confidence 
even in " dark valley.** The presence of Jesus removes all fear, 
supports, guides, comforts. Whatever shadow around, Jesus 
bright Light penetrating through and reaching beyond (2 Sam. 
xxiii. 4). (Ver. 5.) Plenteous provision, even in presence of 
enemy. Fullest supplies of grace, when enemy seeks to pene- 
trate. (Ver. 6.) Richest anointing, and overflowing cup 
with (ver. 7) ASSURANCE of heavenly dwelling for evermore, 
and meanwhile continuance of goodness and mercy. Oh 1 what 
rich provision is laid up for His people in — 

3. JEHOVAH-JESUS. The "Shepherd of Israel," "the 
Good Shepherd." One and the same (John x. 30). Jehovah 
"led His people like a flock" (Ps. Ixxvii. 20), made them to "go 
forth," and guided them (Ps. Ixxviii. 52). Jesus " putteth forth 
H is own sheep," and " goeth before them " (John x. 4). Jehovah 
fed His flock in desert with "manna" (Ex. xvL 14, 15). Jesus 
feeds His sheep with "the true Bread from heaven* (John 
vi. 31, &c.) Jehovah gave Israel water out of rock in desert 
(Ex. xvii. 5, 6; Lesson 39), for life and refreshment, Jesus 

* xapc<rfui, here translated "grace, "same word as in i Cor. i. 7, •• Come 
behind in no **gift" >'.'.. nothing lacking because they had Christ. 
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gives ** the water of life** from Himself, the "spiritunl Rock" 
(John iv. lo, 13, 14, vii. 37-39). The rock **followed" Israel in 
the wilderness (i Cor. x. 4), so Christ His people with His 
encircling; Presence. Jehovah Jesus spoken of as Shepherd Isa. 
xl II. Thus He acts now towards the spiritual seed of Abraham 
(i Pet. ii. 25) : thus He will act to His ancient people Israel 
in the future (see Jer. xxxi. 10 ; Ezek. xxxiv. 23, xxxvii. 24 ; 
Zech. ix. 16). The true David, "the Root and Offspring of 
David'' (Rev. xxii. 16). David's "Son" and "Lord" (Matt. xii. 
23 ; Luke i. 32, ii. 4, xx. 41-44 with Ps. ex. i and Acts ii. 32, 34), 
will then be truly " Shepherd of Israel," prophesied cf by Jacob 
(Gen. xlix. 24). There will be ** one flock and one Shepherd " 
(John xvi. R.V.), "that Great Shepherd of the sheep '^(Heb. 
xiii. 20), the very " Shepherd " once "smitten" (Zech. xiiL 7; 
Isa. liii. 4), but returning with power and g>ory, to exercise all 
the functions of office, and to reward with unfading crowns the 
under shepherds who have meanwhile laboured for Him (i Pet. 
V. 4). A word now, more particularly as to the — 

4i SHEEP and their characteristics ; that is, after they have 
been sought and found by " the Good Shepherd." (i) "They 
KNOW His voice " (John x. 4). He called them individually (Isa. 
xHii. i), and His voice has become dear to them. They are " very 
attentive to hear Him" (Luke xix. 48). They hearken for the 
sound of His voice. " Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth " 
(i Sam. iii. 10). But " they know not the voice of strangers." 
There are many strange voices around now, calling this way 
and that. If listening to them, you are not the sheep of Jesus. 
Once really know His voice, the "sheep" cannot be beguiled 
by any other ; because, further, (2) They know Him (ver. 14), 
Whom to know "is life eternal" (John xvii. 3). They know 
Him as the One Who sought and saved them from destruction, 
at the tremendous sacrifice of His own life, having borne their 
" sins in His own body on the tree" (i Pet. iL 24). They know 
Him as a personal Saviour, not a mere historical character ; 
as a Friend, to consult at all times, ever at hand. Who 
"sticketh closer than a brother" (Prov. xviii. 24). Thus lean- 
ing on Him, and seeking guidance from Him, they (3) Hear 
His voice (vs. 3, 27) ; for their ear is quickened, cleansed, 
anointed (Lev. xiv. 14, 17) ; and thus fitted to drink in His pre* 
cious words, they receive instruction, comfort, guidance. And 
then (4) THEY FOLLOW HiM, which is the outcome of knowing 
and loving Him ; for He hath said, " If ye love Me, keep 
My commandments" (John xiv. 15), that is following; and 
He hath left "us an example, that ye should follow His 
steps," Who ever did the will of His Father. Observe, Jesus 
never says " Go," but " Come;" following where He leads. He 
calls His sheep to tread where He has trod before. Is it the 
path of sorrow? Jesus uas "a Man of sorrows" (Isa. liii. 3),* 



'' The Good Shepherdr 1 3 3 

'' and acquainted with grief.^ Is it trial or temptation ? He 
was ^Mn all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin" 
(Heb. iv. 15). See Him " led up of the Spirit ... to be tempted 
of the devil" (Matt. iv. i), and how He resisted and conquered 
(Lesson $). You have the same weapon He wielded with such 
complete success, /./., "the sword of the Spirit" (Eph. vi. 17), 
Do you fear ? Then pray^ as He taught, " Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil," or " the evil one " (Matt, 
vi. 13 R.V.) Remember, too, the blessed promises of i Cor. x. 
13 ; J AS. iv. 7, and plead them at the throne of grace. Is it 
giving up your own will? Hear Jesus, even in the agony of 
Gethsemane, 1" Father, . . .not my will, but Thine be done" 
(Luke xxii. 42). Is it not pleasing self? Look again at Jesus ; 
" For even Christ pleased not Himself ; but as it is written, The 
reproaches of them that reproached Thee fell on ME" (Rom. 
XV. 3). Such a following may entail suffering ; but if so, count 
it a privilege to be like Jesus (Phil. i. 29 ; i Pet. iii. 14, iv. 
19). "He went before" to ^M^tt for us (Luke xix. 28). His 
love to the Father made Him willing to suffer, to bring 
glory to God ; and His sheep should be ready to follow His 
example, to tread in His. steps (i Pet. ii. 21-25). Impossible 
to the natural man, but, Christ dwelling within the soul ener- 
gised by fire of Holy Spirit, gives power to endure all for His 
sake ; with the mind fixed on Him, Who, " though He were a 
Son, yet learned He obedience by the things which He suffered " 
(Heb. V. 8), and remembering that there is nothing /^/l^^/ in the 
sufferings of the Lord's people, since He bore all thaty^r them. 

The greater conformity there is to Jesus in our lives, the more 
we witness for Him ; proving to others that we are indeed His 
sheep, and that we have a Shepherd worth following. A Shep- 
herd that gives His own life tor His sheep truly merits love, 
and love should be shown forth in actions. Jesus not only 
"goeth before" His sheep (John x. 4), but is — so to speak — at 
their side, upholding with His arm of strength ; giving power to 
bear the difficulties — it may be hardships— of the way ; to over- 
come all enemies, and finally He receives them into glory. 

Will you try yourselves by these tests, so as to be sure 
whether you are among the sheep of Jesus? Have you heard 
His voice speakin^r to your inmost soul and conscience?' Do 
you know Him ? His love? His salvation? His care? Are you 
following? Following "the Good Shepherd'* here, leads to 
following the "Lamb" hereafter, "whithersoever He goeth;" 
and *' the Lamb, v/hich is in the midst of the throne, shall feed 
them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters ; and 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes" (Rev. xiv. 4, vii. 
17). May the Holy Spirit lead all who gather here, and who 
** were as sheep going astray," to return to Jesus, " the Shep* 
herd and Bishop of your soub.* 
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Ubc KMaaues of £ai?Pt 

Ex. vii.-xL ; Ps. cv. 26-36 ; 2 Tim. iii. 8, 9. 

Solemn subject ! The plagues of Egypt, their purport and effect 
upon those judged, and those delivered. In them we see^- 

1. THE "MIGHTY," or "STRONG HAND," and 
"STRETCHED-OUT ARM" of the Almighty (Ex. vi. i, 6), 
revealing Himself in very deed as Jehovah (Lesson 32), 
mighty in judgment and deliverance, ** Faithful and True " (Rev. 
xix. 1 1) ; a covenant-keeping God, completing what He has 
begun for His people. 

As Genesis treats of individuals, so does Exodus of a nation 
— the nation of Israel — called by Jehovah His " son " (Ex. iv. 
22, 23), typifying the eternal "Son" (Hos. xi. i ; Matt. ii. 15). 
And by His "mighty Hand" and " stretched-out Arm" He 
delivered that son from the Egyptian furnace by pouring judg- 
ments on those who would keep him in it. 

The expression conveys the double meaning of deliverance 
and judgment involved in each other ; and just as judgments 
were needed in Egypt to effect the deliverance of Israel, so 
must Satan—the arch enemy — be judged ere the Lord's people 
can be delivered from his bondage (Ex. iii. 19, 20, vii. 5, xv, 
16 ; Deut. iv. 34, v. 15, vii. 8, 19, ix. 29, xxvi. 8 ; Neh. i. 10 j 
Ps. Ixxvii. 15, cxxxvi. 11, 12 ; Isa. xl. 10, li. 9-1 1, Iii. 10; Zech. 
ix. II ; Heb. ii. 14). In these passages the twofold meaning of 
the term is shown, and mercy towards His people is seen guiding 
the " stretched-out Arm " that pours judgments on the enemy 
(so Isa. Ixiii. 12 ; Jer. xxxii. 21). So of Israel in the future. 
Jehovah will gather them in judgment /or mercy (Jer. xxi. 5, 
partially fulfilled in past ; and Ezek. xx. 33-44). 

2. THE PLAGUES. (Give more or less details as suited to 
class.) (i) River, &c., turned to blood (Ex. vii. 14-25). 
Appalling sight ! Imagine the Thames water all blood ! 
Enough, one would think, to convince of Jehovah's power. Yet 
not so, as we know. It is supposed the water of the wells was 
exempt, as not mentioned ; otherwise surely all must have died 
in seven days. The Nile was not only source of wealth to the 
Egyptians, but also considered sacred by them ; therefore j^^f/Vi/ 
pLigue to them. But the idols must be smitten ; it must be 
shown that Jehovah alone is God. (2) FROGS, Removed at 
prayer of Moses (Ex. viii. 1-14). (3) LiCE (viii. 15-19). 
Tiniest of creatures, yet in God's hand of intense torment 
to those attacked ; besides humiliating and disgusting. We 
shudder at one such. Think of swarms ! Dust becoming 
"lice throughout all the land I" (4) Flies (viii. 20-31), 
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Travellers in hot countries tell of ordinary plague of flies, when 
ceiling black with, food spoiled, skin irritated by them, which 
gives but faint idea of Egyptian plague. Prayer of Moses again 
avails to remove them. "The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much* now as then (Jas. v. 16). (5) 
Murrain upon cattle, &c. (Ex. ix. 1-7) sent at set time, 
according to God's Word, and speedily followed by (6) BOILS 

WITH BLAINS UPON MAN AND BEAST (ix. 8-1 1). These tWO 

plagues illustrate how ** the creature,'* or lower creation involved 
in curse on man, and thereby made to suffer. "Subject to 
vanity, not willingly " (Rom. viii. 20), but in consequence of 
man's sin, which calls forth judgment — the Lord's "strange 
work* (Isa. xxviii. 21) — and hardness, impenitence, and proud 
defiance, cause it to continue. Hence, the Lord threatens 
Pharaoh with " all " His " plagues " (Ex. ix. 14), and next sends 
(7) " Hail" (ix. 15-33). "Thunder and hail, and the fire ran 
along uDon the ground." " Fire and hail . . . fulfilling His 
word " (Ps. cxlviii. 8). All nature is subject to His control ; any 
and every part can be used as instruments to effect His purpose. 
Observe the gracious warning given before this plague (Ex ix. 
19), to which some gave heed (ver. 20); for even among 
Pharaoh's servants there were some who feared the Lord. Six 
judgments sufficed to show them that He was indeed God. 
Strange that all would not take heed (ver. 21), but thus it is 
always (Acts xvii. 4, 5, xxviii. 24, xix 9). "Some believed," 
some " believed not.*' " Divers were hardened." Surely the 
same in our own day. Those who " regarded not the word of 
the Lord" suffered accordingly in that plague — as it must be 
with all such sooner or later — and the "mighty Hand" must be 
displayed in yet other judgments. (8) Locusts now are sent 
(Ex. X. 3-19), and the crops spared from the hail, are destroyed 
by this terrible invading army ; incomprehensible to those who 
have not seen these destroyers even in modern days. Clouds 
of them darken the air, and the region through which they have 
passed, is like a desert. (9) Darkness (x. 21-23), a yet more 
appalling plague, well calculated to fill the heart with terror \ 
The worst of London fogs very trying, thick, and black out of 
doors, but can have light within ; also fog only partial and of 
short duration, very different from the Egyptian darkness of 
"three days'" duration, when "they saw not one another, 
neither rose any from his place for three days." It must have 
struck awe into many a heart. It is theirs/ plague mentioned 
in Ps. cv. as strikingly above nature, and yet it was not enough to 
effect God's purpose. One more must be added, ( 10) The death 
OF THE firstborn, which should cause " a great cry through- 
out all the land of Egypt " (Ex. xi. 6). Of this in Lesson 36 ; but 
now look at the characters brought before us in these plagues, 

K 
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3. THE MAGICIANS, summoned by Pharaoh, when, Moses 
and Aaron, at the bidding of the Lord, performed the 6rst mi- 
racle in his presence (Ex. vii. 8-12). This, imitated by them, as 
were also the two first plagues. Serpents, representing Satanic 
agency, blood, death, frogs, unclean ness, they were permitted in 
some way to counterfeit, but in 2 Tim. iii. 5, 8, 9, which may be 
called comment on the strange scene, we see how none can go 
"further" than God permits (Job xxxviii. 11). There may be 
" a form of godliness," even doing miracles in the Lord's name, 
(Matt. vii. 22, 23), but when the "power" thereof is denied in 
doctrine, " their folly shall be manifest unto all men," as was 
the case with Jannes and Jambres, who in the third plague 
were forced to confess, "This is the finger of God" (Ex, viii. 
15-19), for He alone can produce "life," and in the sixth they 
themselves become victims (Ex. ix. 11). Turn now to — 

4. PHARAOH "raised . . . up," i.e.y placed in prominent 
position to show God's power, and that His "Name may be 
declared throughout all the world," for God will be honoured 
in judgment (Ex. ix. 16, xiv. 17 ; Rom. ix. 17 ; Rev. xiv. 7). 
Also to be a beacon, or warning to all, of fruitlessness of 
fighting against God, which must end in destruction. Fore- 
knowledge is an attribute of God, therefore He knew how 
Pharaoh would act (Ex. iii. 19) ; hence withdrew restraining 
grace. If man lejft to himself^ the hardening process must con- 
tinue, then judicial hardening is sent, as with Pharaoh, and 
judicial blinaness later to Israel (Ex. vii. 3, viii. 15, 32, ix. 12, 14, 
x. I, xi. 10 ; Isa. vi. 9, 10 ; Matt. xiii. 14, 15). Beware, lest to 
any here should be addressed these terrible words, " Let him 
alone" (Hos. iv. 17). All who persist in resisting God's grace, 
or setting up wilful defiance to His dealings, are treasuring 
Up unto themselves " wrath, against the day of wrath, and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God" (Rom. ii. 5). 
Pharaoh's words, " I know not the Lord " (Ex. v. 2) were sadly 
true, though later He was forced to acknowledge His hand of 
power, and entreated Moses and Aaron to pray for removal of 
plagues (chap. viii. 8), yet he adds " to-morrow^ as if hoping it 
might go meanwhile by some other means, and though he con- 
fesses to have sinned (ix. 27, x. 16, 17), his was but "the sorrow 
of the world " which " worketh death " (2 Cor. vii. 10). Like Ahab 
and Judas (i Kings xxi. 29 ; Matt, xxvii. 3-5), there was no true 
repentance, no godly sorrow. Those who follow their steps 
must share their fate ! None of these saved at last. Pharaoh 
was preserved more than once through the prayers of God's 
servants, but each time plague removed, his heart became yet 
harder, till the final overthrow. See further — 

5. PHARAOH'S SUBTLE OBJECTIONS, by which he 
attempted to keep Israel, (i) " Sacrifice ... in the land" 
(Ex. viii, 25). Like the world now. It asks, what need for sepa- 
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ration? but God says, ** Come out,'* &c. (2 Cor. vi. 16-18. See 
also Jas. iv. 4 ; Matt. vi. 24.) How ** sacrifice the abomination 
of the Egyptians before their eyes " (Ex. viii. 26). '* Abomina- 
tion," scriptural term for idol (i Kings xi. 5, 7). Ox, sacred to 
Egyptians, hence to use as sacrifice, would rouse their ire, as 
would the witnessing against idolatry. True Christian should, by 
conduct, witness against the world. "Three days' journey" 
(Ex. viii. 27), significant term ! telling, not only of separation, 
but also of death and resurrection with Christ, typified by the 
Red Sea, the barrier between the Israelites and the Egyptians 
(See Gen. xxii. 4; Luke xiii. 32; Heb. ii. 10 ; Matt. xvi. 21 ; 
Rom. vi. 4, 5). So Moses remains firm, but Pharaoh raises 
another objection. (2) NOT " VERY FAR away" (Ex. viii. 28), but 
that is as bad as the other. If near, there is danger of returning 
to the world and its ways, and thus doing harm to selves and 
others (2 Pet. ii. 20, 22). Christians are called to go " without 
the camp" (Heb. xiii. 13), and when dead and risen with 
Christ, they are enabled to take the ground of separation, which 
does not mean isolalion^ and be free from the entanglements 
of the world (Rom. vi. 14, 18). Again (3) Men go, but not 
CHILDREN, is Pharaoh's next attempt (Ex. x. 8-1 1). What an 
anomaly 1 Fathers in the wilderness, children in Egypt. 
Christian parents following the Lord, yet content to leave their 
children in the world ! That would not be obeying Eph. vi. 4, 
nor could they look for promise of Acts ii. 39. Pharaoh made 
this proposal at remonstrance of servants, and from dread of 
threatened locusts ; then he drove Moses and Aaron from 
presence till terrible darkness caused him partially to relent. 
(4) Men and children, but not flocks and herds, he 
then proposes (Ex. x. 24-26). He would deprive them of ability 
to serve the Lord j but see Moses' noble answer, " Not an hoof, 
, . . know not . . . until," &c. (ver. 26.) The child of God must "go 
forth " in faith, ready for service, as the Lord may direct. Can- 
not hear his voice amid din and pollution of the world. Must 
be ready to leave all, for He is worthy Who calls from death and 
darkness of Egypt, to life and righteousness with Him. Lastly, 
6. ISRAEL SEVERED during the plagues (Ex. viii. 22, 23, 
ix. 4, 6, 26, X. 23, xi. 6, 7, xii. 13). Severance first mentioned 
in fourth plague, hence inferred they suffered more or less in 
three first. The reason for this shown in Josh. xxiv. 14 ; 
Ezek. XX. 5-9. They had fallen into something of Egyptian 
idolatry, hence needed chastening, sent in love by Jehovah 
(Job v. 17), Who purposed full deliverance, and made such 
complete distinction between them and their enemies in the 
seven last plagues. See Ex. x. 23 illustrated ofttimes now, when 
Christians enjoy light within, however dark around, and they 
can trust Jehovah-Jesus for full and complete deliverance from 
all enemies. 
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Ex. vi. 7, vii. 5, 17 ; Ezek. xx. 42, zzv. 11, 14, 17 ; John xvii. 3 ; 

I John V. 13. 

" Knowledge is power," so it is said, and true in a certain sense ; 
but all knowledge not good (Eccles. i. 18). Satan tempted Eve 
to thirst 2Sxtr forbidden knowledge. Before she knew OTiXygoodj 
but she yielded to the tempter, then came knowledge of einly 
and we know the deadly result. In like manner does Satan now 
give craving for knowledge which only debases and demoralises, 
and with similar results. To-day let us consider the only know- 
ledge worth having, how obtained, and its blessed effects. 

1. GOD ALONE THE SOURCE OF ALL TRUE 
KNOWLEDGE, because He is the centre of knowledge and 
knows all (Acts xv. 18 ; Heb. iv. 13). This truth is taught from 
Genesis to Revelation. Of Abraham He says, ^^ I knowJ^ &c, 
(Gen. xviii. 19, xxii. 12); so of Moses, "I know thee (Ex. 
xxxiii. 12, 17) ; and of His people Israel, '^ I know their sorrows" 
(Ex. iii. 7). How touching, comforting, and encouraging to the 
Lord's people ! The Lord knows the thoughts of the heart (Isa. 
IxvL 18), " the things that come into your mind " (Ezek. xL 5). So 
Jesus, being God (John ii. 25). God knows the works as well as 
the Ihoughts of all. As of old so now (Rev. ii. 2, 9, 13, 19, iii. i, 8, 
15). Nothing is hid from His all-searching eye. He kftew Israel 
"in the wilderness " (Hos. xiii. 5), so His people now, led out of 
the world — it may be into the wilderness for a time — to prove and 
to try and to train them. But He knows all their wants, and 
will supply theirs, as He did Israel's. He may see the need to 
chasten many a time, as with Israel ; yet He knows His '' thoughts 
of peace " towards them, with blessing in store (Jer. xxix. ii). 

Again, the foreknowledge of God is the ground of His electing 
love, for He knows from eternity who will refuse or accept His 
offers of mercy in Christ Jesus ; and " whom He 6\&foreknow^ 
He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His 
Son. . . . Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also 
called . . . justified . . . glorified ** (Rom. viii. 29, 30). Hence 
they are said to be chosen in Christ " before the foundation of 
the world" (Eph. i. 4). So long since did He know who in this 
room would receive Christ into the heart as Saviour, and who — 
if any — would reject Him. Solemn thought ! Now see how — 

2. GOD'S OBJECT IN HIS DEALINGS WITH MEN 
is that they may ^^know^^ Him. Whether dealing in providence, 
grace, or judgment, this object is clearly manifest throughout 
His Word. In His judgments on Pharaoh and the Egyptians, 
His deliverance of Israel from their bondage and slavery ; and 
His dealings with them in their later history ; it is unmistakably 
shown. (See Ex. vi. 7, xvi. 1 2; xxix. 46, a:s to Israel; vii. 5 
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17, viii. 10, ix. 14, 29, as to Pharaoh and the Egyptians. See 
also Josh. iii. 10 ; i Kings xviii. 37, xx. 28 ; Ps. ix. 16. Turn 
we to the prophetical Scriptures and we find the same truth 
taught (Isa. xix. 21, Iii. 6, Ix. 16 ; Jer. xvi. 21). And in Ezekiel 
it stands out prominently as regards God's dealings in future 
with His ancient people — ^^His judgments upon their oppressors 
the Gentile nations, and His restoration of them to their land 
and His favour (Ezek. vi. 7, 10, 13, vii. 4, 9, xi. 10, 12, xxxiv. 30, 
xxxvii. 28, xxxix. 28 ; see also as regards Israel Hos. ii. 20, xiii. 
4 ; Mai. ii. 4). "Jehovah is known by the judgment which He 
executeth" (Ps. ix. 16) j further illustrated in the heathen king 
Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. iv. 17, 25, 32), and in the Church of 
Thyatira (Rev. ii. 23). 

The object throughout is that all may know that " JEHOVAH " 
is God alone ; and this object must and shall be attained even- 
tually, when all Israel and all the saved nations shall know 
Him, "from the least to the greatest" (Jer. iv. 2,xxxi. 34 ; Heb. 
viii. II ; Isa. xliii. 9, 10, Iv. 5 ; Mic. iv. 2 ; Zech. ii. 11). But 
let us examine further — 

3. TRUE KNOWLEDGE AND ITS EFFECTS. Know- 
ledge apart from God is useless, or worse. To know about His 
works of creation most interesting ; but unless it leads up to 
Him, as Creator of the universe, it ofttimes leads astray. All 
knowledge that pertains merely to earth shall "vanish away" 
(i Cor. xiii. 8). To know GOD is what is needed. But simply 
to know that there is a God will not give peace or happiness. 
Devils "believe and tremble " (J as. ii. 19). They know He is to 
be their Judge (Matt. viii. 29). But to know Him "mighty to 
save" (Isa. Ixiii. i), to know GoD IN Christ, through the teach- 
ing of the Spirit, as only " Saviour " and " Redeemer " (Isa. xliii. 
II, xlv. 21, 22 ; Hos. xiii. 4), gives peace and joy for time and 
for eternity (Job xxii. 21, xix. 25-27). It is (i) Life eternal 
(John xvii. 3) through the operation of the Holy Spirit revealing 
Christ to the soul (i Cor. ii. lo, 11) ; learning Christ (Eph. iv. 
20, 21); knowing Him as the "Anointed," the "Sent of the 
Father'* to be an all-sufficient Sacrifice; to be "taught by 
Him" (or in Him, R.V.), Who is the Truth (John xiv. 6). This 
is knowing Christ as a Person, Son of God, One with the 
Father ; the believer in Him, He in the believer (John xvii. 21, 
23) ; who by this indwelling, is given power to "walk in love ;" 
and thus all may know that he is a true disciple of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. By nature none thus know God. His people 
know Him not ////called by Him (i Sam. iii. 7, 10; Matt. iv. 
19, ix. 9). But when He calls they " hear the voice of the Son 
of God" and "live'' (John v. 24, 25). This true knowledge 
gives (2) Power. Dead with Christ (Rom. vi. 8, 11), and risen 
with Him—" the Living One " — Who " was dead," but is " alive 
for evermore." (Rev. i. 18 R.V.) Therein is power (PhiL iii. 10 
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to overcome sin (Rom. vi. 14), to witness for Christ, to reflect 
His. light and walk in His steps (Phil. ii. 15 ; i Pet. ii. 21). 
Further, this knowledge gives (3) Assurance (i John ii. 3, 6, 
iii. 2, 5, 14, 24, V. 13, 15, 19, 20), because knowing leads to trust- 
ing in God for everything (Ps. Ixii. 8). So long as there is any 
doubt about salvation there can be no real peace or witnessing 
for Christ in any way. But once able to say, " I know Whom 
I have believed," &c. (2 Tim. i. 12) all is chanjjed, and the heart 
can be given to serve God, Who has saved and Who loves those 
who believe in Jesus as coming forth from Him, knowing Him 
to be the Sent of God (John xvi. 27, xvii. 8, 25). 

Observe how this knowledge is spoken of in 2 Pet. i. 2-^ ; it 
IS thrice mentioned, as if to show its importance, and how the 
Trinity is engaged in the work. The call by Holy Spirit to 
the knowledge of the Father and the Son gives " life,* multi- 
plies " grace and peace," imparts " all things pertaining " unto 
life and godliness," and produces fruitfulness (John xv. 5, 
16). True knowledge indeed! Do we possess it? Cannot 
know God by human means (Job xi. 7, xxxvi. 26) ; only by 
Christ, Who knows and declares, or reveals the Father (John 
i. 18, viii. 55, X. 15 ; Matt. xi. 27), as the Holy Spirit does Jesus 
(i Cor. xii. 3). Do you know God as thus revealed by the Son 
through the Spirit ? As love, manifested in the Gift of His Son ? 
Do you know that in you "dwelleth no good thing?" (Rom. vii. 
18.) Do you know aught of " the grace of God that bringeth 
salvation"? (Tit ii. 11) or of **the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ" ? (2 Cor. viii. 9.) Of His love ? (Eph. v. 25.) Can you 
say, *^ / know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see?" (John ix. 
25.) It is not presumption thus to speak, because it is all of 
grace. The blind man had not restored his own sight ; but he 
knew it was restored. You cannot restore yourself to God's 
favour ; but you should know whether He has done so. Have 
you learnt to know yourself as "M^ sinner" (Luke xviii. 13 
R.V. ; Lesson 8), the "chief" of sinners (i Tim. i. 15), saved 
"by grace ?" (Eph. ii. 8) passed " from death unto life?" (John 
V. 24 ; I John iii. 14) because Jesus bare_y<7//r sins ** in His own 
body on the tree" (i Pet. ii. 24). And do you know that God 
has forgiven you for His sake ? If so, you may indeed " rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory" (i Pet. i. 8). If you do 
thus know and love Jesus as your Saviour, Friend, Guide, then 
"all things" are working together for your good (Rom. viii. 
28). "A building of God" is prepared for you, if called hence 
before the Lord*« return (2 Cor. v. i ; John xiv. 2) ; or if alive 
when He comes, you will be "caught up" to meet Him "in the 
air," and be with Him " for ever" (i Thess. iv. 17). True cause 
for rejoicing ! Truly, knowledge worth having. Again I ask, 
is it yours ? If so, you are of the number of those God calls 
"blessed" (Ps. Ixxxix. 15), and your actions should testify to 



''Know^^ 141 

the knowledge : there must be doing as well as knowing (John 
xiii. 17 ; I John iii. 7). If we know Jesus, we must witness of 
Him to others. To the true knowledge, or " knowledge of the 
Truth" — even Jesus — (John xiv. 6) — God would have all to 
come (i Tim. ii. 4) ; but those who have only the " form of god- 
liness," without the power, cannot attain to it ; and this leads 
us to speak of those who— 

4 KNOW NOT, AND ARE NOT KNOWN. Scripture 
speaks of those who know not "the Light" (Job xxiv. 16 ; Ps. 
Ixxxii. 5), "the way of peace" (Isa. lix. 8), "the way of the 
Lord " (Jen v. 5) " to do right " (Amos. iii. 10). In one word, 
they know not the Lord ; hence, " they proceed from evil to evil " 
Qer. ix. 3, viii. 7), like Israel of old, who are consequently now 
set aside; knowing " nol the thoughts of the Lord" towards 
them, that they are " thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give 
• . . an expected end;" "for He shall gather them as the 
sheaves into the floor" (Jer. xxix. 11 ; Mic. iv. 12), and then, as 
said, they sha/i know Him. 

Terrible judgments awaiting those who now " know not God," 
/.^., refuse to know, who "obey not the Gospel" (2 Thess. i. 
8), who hate knowledge (Pro v. i. 27-29), or make empty pro- 
fession. To them will be addressed these awful words, " I 
know you not" (Matt. xxv. 12, vii. 23 ; Luke xiii. 25-27). " Now 
is the accepted time," &c. (2 Cor. vi. 2) ; but in that day, when 
door *^ shut^ too late! (Lesson 12.) Such solemn words as 
these, and Heb. x. 26, should call forth heart-searching question, 
Does God know me, as He did Abraham of old ? or if called to 
His presence to-day, would those fearful words be addressed 
to me, " I )sxio^ you not"? Any here uncertain? Leave it not 
in doubt, turn Jer. xxiv. 7 into prayer, and God will surely give 
thee an heart to know Him. But with those who do know 
God there should be — 

5. GROWTH IN KNOWLEDGE. Of selves know no- 
thing. All is of God, all comes from above (comp. 2 Pet. iii. 18 
with i. 2 ; Jas. i. 17) ; and to know God and Jesus Christ (John 
xvii. 3) will produce one grace after another (2 Pet. i. 5-7. 
" Wait on the Lord," " Be still and know," &c. (Ps. xxvii. 14, 
xlvi. 10), counting on promise Hos. vi. 3 ; and looking to the 
blessed time when shall know as known (i Cor. xiii. 12 ; John 
xiii. 7), and all doubts and darkness be dispelled. Meanwhile, 
seeking more and more "to know the love of Christ, which 
passeth knowledge" (£ph. iii. 19), in fulness of incomprehen- 
sible height, depth, &c. ; but to know according to revelation, 
capacity, understanding, desire, as taught by the Spirit, till faith 
shall merge into sight, when we shall " see Him as He is " 
(i John iii. 2), and behold and share His glory, in answer to 
His prayer when on earth (John xvii. 20-24). May He vouch- 
safe these rich blessings to all here. 
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Ex. xii. ; Ps. Ixxviii. 51, cv. 36 ; i Cor. v. 7, 8. 

The passover, with all its attendant circumstances, is one of the 
most intensely interesting and instructive types of the Old 
Testament. Its institution was coincident with the — 

1. " ONE PLAGUE MORE" threatened (Ex. xL i), and in 
due course executed by ** the Judge of all the earth," Who doeth 
** right," and Whose ** mercy endureth for ever " (Gen. xviii. 25 ; 
Ps. cxxxvi. 10). Night of wild alarm and awful judgment I 
Not one house among the Egyptians exempt ; " the chief of all 
their strength " slain ! From the monarch upon his throne to 
the meanest among his subjects " the Lord smote all the first- 
bom." A piercing cry of anguish rang throughout all the land 
of Egypt, * at midnight," telling of death in every house, as the 
messenger of judgment passed through to smite. Satan knows 
how man fears death (Job. ii. 4), and thus it proved with 
Pharaoh. The proud monarch was abased for the time ; Satan's 
tool was reduced to crave blessing, and to yield all that was 
demanded from the Lord's servants, whom before he had driven 
from his presence with the threat of death if they ventured there 
again (Ex. xii. 31, 32, x. 28, 29). The Israelites were thrust 
out hastily, but not empty. God gave them "favour in the 
sight of the Egyptians," of whom they "borrowed"* jewels, 
&a ; and '^ they spoiled the Egyptians,*' as foretold and pro- 
mised (Ex. xii. 35, 36 ; Gen. xv. 14 ; Ex. iii. 22), the effect of 
gladness and fear (Ps. cv. 37, 38). 

Man is governed either by Satan or Christ ; which is it with 
you ? Make sure now. If the heart be not changed by the 
grace of God \ if still resisting, as did Pharaoh, and left by 
God, as he was, awful consequences ! Judicial hardening was 
sent to him ; so "a strong delusion" to those who believe not 
the truth, but have pleasure in unrighteousness (2 Thess. ii. 10- 
12). Men indulge in sin and vainly imagine there will be no 
more trouble after this life. But Satan is leading them on to 
irretrievable ruin, blinding them to the fact that after death is 
" the judgment " (Heb. ix. 27). The one plague more, even " the 
second death," which is " etemaP* (Rev. xx. 14, xxi. 8 ; 2 Thess. 
i. 9), therefore far worse than the Egyptian plague. "BJt as in 
that terrible night there was gracious deliverance for the Lord's 
people, so now for all who will believe. 

2, THE PASCHAL LAMB was God's provision for Israel. 
"Christ our Passover" (i Cor. v. 7) is His provision for us 

• "Borrowed" rather means "asked," "demanded," "required.** Is 
so translated in Ex. xii. 35, in many foreign Bibles, as also in other pas- 
sagesof the A.V. 
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(John 1.29). Compare the type and Antitype, (i) "Without 

BLEMISH, A MALE OF THE FIRST YEAR " (ver. 5). Christ in full 

vigour of manhood and " without sin ; ** perfectly " holy " (Heb. 
iv. 15, vii. 26 ; Ps. Ixxxix. 19; John xix. 4; i Pet. ii. 22. (2) 
Kept till ** the fourteenth day.'* Christ " foreordained " in 
God's eternal purpose of love (i Pet. i. 20 ; Rev. xiii. 8). Im- 
mutable foundation of believer's peace. (3) SLAIN when " the 
fulness of the time" — ^^ the hour*' was come; the very self- 
same hour as that when the paschal lamb was killed by (4) 
" the whole assembly'* (ver. 6). Observe the word " it," as 
if QvXy one lamb. Christ "gave Himself" for "M^ Church" 
(Eph. V. 25) as a whole (Acts xx. 28); but as every "house" 
had a lamb (ver. 3); so for every church, whether in house 
(Rom. xvi. 5), or town, or country (i Cor. i. 2, iv. 17), Jesus is 
the One redeeming Sacrifice. For the whole collectively, and 
each component part respectively, or representatively ; as " the 
Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us alV^ (Isa. liii. 6) ; 
and each and all must be partakers of a whole, undivided, and 
perfect Christ. (5) Lamb ** roast with fire'' (ver. 8). The 
precious " Lamb of God " endured the fire of judgment, which 
proved Him "perfect" (Heb. ii. 10). Head — seat of under- 
standing ; legs — walk ; inward parts ; all were perfect. Not 
" rawr No, must endure fire of Divine wrath. Picture, when 
on the cross, **made sin;" hence separated from God, and 
bearing the awful curse due to broken law (Matt, xxvii. 46 ; 
Gal. iii. 10, 13) that we might be saved. But to reject this all- 
sufficient Sacrifice leaves unrepentant sinners to endure the 
" eternal fire," " prepared " — not for man, but ** for the devil and 
his angels " (Matt. xxv. 41 ; Mark ix. 43-48 R.V.) (6) Not a 
BONE broken (see John xix. 33-36). (7) Remains, ** BURNT 
WITH FIRE," as sin-ofiering "without the camp" (Lev. iv. 12) ; 
so Jesus "suffered without the gate" (Heb. xiii. 12). All was 
completely fulfilled in " the Lamb of God," whose praises shall 
resound throughout eternity (Rev. v. 6, 9). 

a TIME OF THE PASSOVER must be noted. "The 
first month," " the beginning of months," changed from the 7th 
to the 1st. The same month on which the ark rested on Mount 
Ararat with the redeemed family ; the same month in which 
Jesus rose from the dead, and on the very same day. To be 
called first month, from the time of institution of passover, 
because redemption is the foundation of all, the first step in 
real life. Till we know Christ as "the Lamb slain" there is 
no life ; apart from Him, only death and misery. The new life 
begins at the cross, and flows on to an eternity of glory. With 
Israel no more brick-kilns, no more flesh-pots ; with Christians 
no more bondage of Satan, no more serving sin. No longer 
allured by the world's attractions, he is become "a new 
creature," or creation (2 Cor. v. 17 R.V.), having new desires^ 
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hopes, affections ; a new start, as with Israel. Passover month 
truly the beginning of the year. But further, see — 

4, THE BLOOD is token of their preservation from destruc- 
tion and complete deliverance (Ex. xii. 7, 13, 22, 23). Redemp* 
Hon by blood is the great foundation truth of Scripture, " and 
without shedding of blood is no remission " (Heb. ix. 22). It is 
the only ground of "peace" (Eph. i. 7, ii. 13; Col. i. 14-20). 
To doubt this, is to dishonour God. The destroying angel 
passing through the land to bring death, could not enter houses 
where death had already been. ^^ Blood** outside proved that 
life had been taken, and spoke of a Substitute. Such is 
Jesus. No Israelite could claim exemption from death on his 
own merits, so now, no security in self, no bolts or bars of 
respectability, morality, exemption from gross sins, or attention 
to outward observances, can keep out the destroying angel, for 
none can claim sinlessness from birth to grave. As Israel was 
sheltered by **thc blood," and "the blood ' alone, so is there no 
other security now. Each, in self, deserves death, but Jesus has 
diedy and faith in God's acceptance of His substitutionary death 
gives peace. ** When I see the blood, I will pass over you.*' 
Just so now God sees the blood of Jesus within the veil which 
tells of redemption accomplished. The blood outside the house 
was seen of God, and all inside were safe, having God's word to 
rest on, and so have we (See Rom. iii. 24, 25 ; Heb ix. 14 ; 
I Pet. i. 19; I John i. 7 ; Rev. vii. 14, xxii. 14 R.V.) hx^you 
sheltered by the blood ? See its unspeakable importance, for 
then the law cannot condemn, since it cannot demand a second 
punishment for the same offence, and ^Uhe second death " cannot 
be your portion. Make sure about it, not only that there is such 
provision for the sinner, but that^^» are partaker of it Again, 
observe the place of the blood. The *^ lintel and the two side 
posts.*' Complete shelter all over^ but not under, **The 
precious blood of Christ" must not be ** trodden underfoot" 
(Heb. X. 26, 29). For such "wilful" sin, *' there remaineth no 
more sacrifice." But those who are sheltered by *' the blood," 
shall, like Israel, partake of — 

6. THE FEAST, (i) We must feed on the " Lamb," ue,y eat, 
partake, hold communion with Christ (John vi. 54, 57, 63). 
Life is preserved through the blood shed; life is sustained by 
feeding on the Lamb. As we receive spiritual life by being 
made partakers of Christ's death, so that spiritual life cannot be 
sustained, except through feeding on Christ. And those who 
now feed on, will hereafter be fed by " the Lamb " (John x. 9 ; 
Ps. xxiii. 2 ; Rev. vii. 17), But see (2) "No leaven" at the 
Feast (Ex. xii. 15). This tells of practical separation from evil, 
malice, hypocrisy, &c. (Matt. xvi. 6 ; i Cor. v. 8. See also 
Prov. viii. 13; Rom. xii. 9; i Tim. v. 22; Heb. xii. 15; Ps. 
Uvi. 18 ; 2 Tim. ii. 19), the result of being washed from sins in 
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the blood of Christ, and it tells also of communion or "fellow- 
ship '' in the " sufferings ** of Christ. ** Seven days " complete 
cycle of time for communion with Christ and separation from 
evil. To eat leaven entailed cutting off from the congregation 
(Ex. xii. 19 ; 2 Cor. vii. i), signifying, communion interrupted, 
though salvation ensured for ever. 

Often low standard prevails among Christians; they are content 
with being saved, ignoring practical holiness, and the difference 
of being " saved, so as by fire," and the abundant entrance 
(i Cor. iii. 15 ; 2 Pet. i. 11); but there is ample " power "(i Pet. 
i. 5), for all who will claim it, to put away all sin and live for the 
glory of God alone. (3) Bitter herbs. Deep penitence and 
humiliation of soul should, through the Spirit's teaching, result 
from knowledge of Christ's death for us individually, as we 
ponder with heart-felt experience what He endured ; and there- 
from should spring self-denial in all things. This will 
necessarily entail much bitter to nature, yet sweet to the heart 
exercised by the love of God as shown on the cross. 

a HOW THE FEAST WAS PARTAKEN OF. (i) Cir- 
cumcision INDISPENSABLE, «>., **of heart" (Deut. xxx. 6; 
Rom. ii. 28, 29), the " putting off of the body of the sins of the 
flesh by the circumcision of Christ" ^Col. ii. 11), death to the 
flesh, "no confidence in " it (Phil. iii. 3), it must be "crucified" 
(Gal. v. 24). "Crucified with Christ" (Gal. ii. 20) "/<? the 
world" (Gal. vi. 14). "The deeds of the body" mortified 
(Rom. viii. 13 ; Col. iii. 3). (2) " LoiNS GIRDED" (Ex. xii. 11). 
Nothing to interfere with rapid movement (as do long garments) 
in obedience to God. Alacrity needed in the Lord's service, 
while awaiting His return (Luke xii. 35, 36). (3) " SHOES ON 
feet" (Eph. vi. 15), ready to walk in the way He points out, 
carrying " gospel of peace " to others. (4) " Staff in hand." 
Emblem of pilgrimage, and comfort in resting on other than 
self. Picture* of true Christian (Gen. xxxii. 10 ; Ps. xxiii. 4 ; 
Heb. xi. 13, 21 ; i Pet. ii. 11). Sheltered, feeding, ready for 
call, leaning on Jesus in pilgrimage through wilderness world 
(Song viii, 3), Death, wrath, judgment behind, journeying to 
land of promise, destined inheritance (i Pet. i. 4) ; and thus 
glorifving God in dailv walk. Lastly, observe — 

7. PASSOVER COMMEMORATIVE AND ANTICIPA- 
TORY. Pointing back to deliverance from Egypt, and on- 
wards to coming Messiah, the true Paschal Lamb. So is the 
Lord's Supper a "remembrance" of His death, and points 
onwards to His coming again (Luke xxii. 19 ; i Cor. xi. 24-26). 
The Israelites were to tell their children the meaning of the 
feast (Ex. xii. 26, 27), so Christian parents and teachers should 
tell the children of the great deliverance effected by the death 
of Christ, and lead them to look for His coming again : and may 
the Holy Spirit bless the teaching to many a little one. 
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Ex. xiii. 17-22, xlv. XV. ; Neh. ix. 12, 19; P&. Ixxviii. 14; 

Acts vii. 30-38. 

A MIGHTY host had been brought out of Egypt. After a sojourn 
of 430 years, the 70 souls had increased to 600,000 men, besides 
women and children (Ex. xii. 37-41). What was to beconle of 
that vast multitude ? Were they left to find their own way ? or 
choose their own route? Assuredly not It is not thus that 
Jehovah deals with His people. A Divine ''Leader'' was at 
hand. 

1. "THE LORD WENT BEFORE THEM." Jehovah- 
Jesus, called "The Angel of God," "The Angel of* His 
Presence" (Isa. Ixiii. 9); The ** Angel," in Whom was His 
"Name" (Ex, xxiii. 20, 21). The same Almighty Being Who 
had appeared to their forefathers Abraham and Isaac, and made 
promise to Jacob at Bethel (Gen. xxii. 11, 15, 16, xxvi. 3, xxxi. 
3, 11, 13, xlviii. 16, with xxviii. 13, 15; Lesson 21. See also 
Hos. xii. 3-5, where the Angel at Bethel and Peniel clearly 
shown to be the " I AM "), which promise He was now about 
to fulfil to the nation Israel. " I am with thee, and will keep." 
So faithful and unchangeable is Jehovah. In grace and love 
He came down first to deliver His people, and then to walk 
with them through the wilderness to Canaan. 

And so it is now, see Ps. xxxiv. 7. True, there is no visible 
token of His presence — as there was then — but "_/5z//A" sees 
"Him Who is invisible" (Heb. xi. 27). With such a Leader 
and Companion Israel should have felt perfectly secure, and 
walked humbly, contentedly, and confidingly. Had they done 
so, they would have had a triumphant march. But — we know it 
was the reverse ; and the like failures we see amongst the Lord's 
people in our own day. But, look more particularly at — 

2. GOD'S GUIDING AND KEEPING. Tenderly and 
watchfully did He lead His people, as see Ex. xiii. 17, 18. 
Slaves — ^as they had been — are not fit at once to be warriors ; 
hence Jehovah led them not through the land of the Philistines. 
In like manner, bond-slaves of Satan, when redeemed, are not 
exposed at once to conflicts they would be unable to endure. 
The shortest road is not always the best ; and there are valu- 
able lessons to be learnt in the wilderness (Deut. viii. 2-4). 
But " the Lord went before"— even as " the Good Shepherd" 
(John X. 4 ; Lesson 23). No path would He have His people 
tread without Him ; and if He be with them, " all is well," and 
they would know it, and experience the comfort of it, if only 
they would lean on and look to Him. He knew all the toil, 
trouble, suffering of the road, as did the blessed One when 
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" He went before " (Mark x. 32-34 ; Luke xix. 28) to Jerusalem, 
Gethsemane, Calvary; and He can feel for every pang His 
people suffer, and can and will carry them through all, if only 
they look to and confide in Him. 

How blessed to be enabled to count on God *Mn the day of 
trouble" (Ps. 1. 15). Leaning on Jesus does not mean exemp- 
tion from trouble ; but, trouble with God's presence is better 
than smooth waters without ; and God*s glory and the souFs 
welfare are ofttimes more advanced in bringing through, than 
in exempting from trouble. Thus it was with the Israelites, in 
the overthrow of their enemies, their complete deliverance (Ps, 
cxxxvii 12-16) ; and the influences and effects of their desert 
wanderings. Be sure that Jehovah doeth all well (Mark vii. 37). 

God fixes the camping place of the Israelites (Ex. xiv. 2), and 
shortly they are in a fearful position to the eye of sense I The 
sea before, the Egyptians behind — forts or mountains on either 
side'! Weak nature murmurs, and cries out in fear (vs. 10-12), 
though we may wonder they had not greater faith, after seeing 
such wonders in Egypt. They ought to have known that all 
was permitted and ordered by God, but often the Lord's people 
act in like manner now. Saved from the bondage of Satan, 
they yet hanker after the pleasures and slavery of the world ; 
fearing death in the wilderness, though God has given them 
life. Dark clouds appear — they are hemmed in with difficulties 
— as far as man is concerned, there seems no escape ; then is 
the time to remember Jehovah.. If look only at the difficulties, 
they hide Him from sight, which should never be with His 
redeemed people. *•*' Faith^ speaks through Moses, "Stand 
still, and see the salvation of the Lord** (ver. 13). How difficult 
to nature! Israel could do nothing; neither can man in the 
matter of salvation or the Christian career. Po>yerless in selfj 
BUT — " the Lord shall fight for you " (ver. 14)' is all we need 
now, as with Israel of old. See— 

3. "THE PILLAR OF THE CLOU D,'Mn which Jehovah 
dwelt as Israel's Leader, Friend, Guide : Shelter from sun's 
scorching rays by day, and bright light in darkest night (Ps. cv. 
39). So now, God guides by the written Word, which tells of 
the embodied Word — ^Jesus — "given" for a " Leader and Com- 
mander to the people ;" " Light" in the darkest night of sorrow 
or adversity ; Shelter from the dazzling rays of prosperity (Isa. 
Iv. 4, XXX. 21 ; Prov. vi. 22, 23 ; John viii. 12). 

In the hour of trouble " the pillar of the cloud" was ^^between^^ 
Israel and the Egyptians (Ex. xiv, 20). Impenetrable barrier ! 
Pharaoh and his host must pass through the dwelling-place of 
the Most High — yea the Almighty Himself — before he could 
reach the Lord's people. No hurricane could drive away the 
cloud inhabited by Jehovah; nothing could remove Him. 
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What perfect security ! The same now (Ps. cxxi. 5, 6). Jehovah- 
Jesus around His people, naught can harm them. Observe ! 
'* the pillar of the cloud" descending from heaven, pointed up- 
wards : so, Jesus came '' from above ^ to point and to draw 
man up to God (John iii. 13, 3 R.V., vi. 33, 38-40, xvi. 28). The 
Pillar never left till Canaan was reached. Just so, Jesus (Matt, 
xxviii. 20). But, observe the double aspect of the pillar 1 To 
one, " light; " to the other, " darkness." Even so the gospel : 
'' to the one . . . the savour of death unto death ; and to the 
other the savour of life unto life" (2 Cor. ii. 15, 16) : and so also 
with the coming of the Lord. To some it will be translation to 
glory ; to others, *' sudden destruction" (i Thess. iv. 14-17, v. 
2, 3). " Now" is the time to make sure which it is, and will 
be, with each here. Pharaoh might have enjoyed the blessings 
vouchsafed to Israel ; but he neglected and refused every oppor- 
tunity, till in — 

4. THE RED SEA his final doom was accomplished. The 
previous night God had issued the command to Israel to " go 
forward,'* in answer to Moses* cry, for faith and prayer go 
together, and while he spake with the confidence of faith to the 
people, he looked to God to act. So should it be with the Lord's 
people now. Expectant attitude, then readiness to obey ; even 
should the command be as impossible to nature as was the 
above ! How " go forward " through the rolling billows ? Faith 
must not question, but obey, then salvation and power to obey 
given. Had they not gone forward, destruction would have 
been their fate, but they crossed " by faith " (Heb, xi. 29), and 
the waters of death were to them a wall of protection. But 
imitation is of no avail. Pharaoh and his host oj'^^^^/ to do 
like Israel, and "were drowned" 1 Pharaoh, led on by Satan, 
typifies Israel's last adversary, '* the beast," energised by Satan 
(Rev. xiii.), who will deceive " them that dwell on the earth" by 
His "miracles'* (vs. 13, 14), till the seven vials of God's wrath 
shall be poured out on his kingdom (chap, xvi.) and himself, and 
energiser consigned to the "lake of fire," as were Pharaoh and 
his host to the Red Sea, where " they sank into the bottom as 
a stone" (Rev. xix. 20, xx. 10 ; Ex. xv. 5). And as God got him 
honour in the overthrow of Pharaoh, so will it be again, when 
"the hour of His judgment is come" (Ex. xiv. 17 ; Rev. xiv, 7, 
xvi. 5-7). But to Israel, what of — 

5. THE CLOUD AND SEA? We have the answer in 
I Cor. X. I, 2. It was their baptism, or death to Egypt, as the 
cross and grave of Christ speak to Christians of separation or 
deliverance from "this present evil world" (GaL i. 4). "The 
Cloud " hid Israel from the enemy and secured their safety, and 
the mighty waters which had engulfed their cruel taskmasters, 
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now rolled between them and Egypt with its " fleshpots," ue,y 
the allurements of the world. 

To Christians, "the Cloud*' above and the waters on either 
side, tell of being "buried with Him by baptism into death,'* 
and "risen'' with Him to **walk in newness of life" (Rom. vi. 
4-12). So Israel was called to walk with God, and not lust 
after the pleasures of Egypt, or serve its idols. 

Jordan and the Red Sea alike tell of death and resurrection 
with Christ, but while the former introduces to Canaan (** the 
heavenlies" Eph. ii), the latter shows only deliverance from 
Egypt, and the beginning of wilderness life. Some of the 
Lord's people linger long in the latter, while others seem at once 
to reach Canaan and bask in the sunshine thereof, with all its 
high privileges of Christian life, but all alike have cause to join 
in the song of — 

6. TRIUMPH AND PRAISE (Ex. xv.) raised by Israel, 
when they " saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea-shore " (Ex. 
xiv. 30). Look at the Song. (Ver. 2.) How blessed if we can 
say, " my Strength,'* " my Salvation," " my God," (3, 4) before 
Whom all enemies fall 1 (5) to rise no more. (8, 10, 11) Even 
the elements submissive to His will. (9) The enemy's efforts in 
vain. (13) The Lord^s ^^redeemed^^ people are led in mercy and 
guided' by Him to His "holy habitation." (16) Nought can 
impede the passing over of God's "purchased" people. (17) 
He brings out ih:»t He may bring in, and plants that He may 
dwell in their midst. (18) Well may they render to Him an 
ascription of praise. " Thine is the kingdom," &c. The Lord 
shall reign for ever and ever (Matt. vi. 13). The Song tells 
only of the Lord's doings, and so with the song to be sung 
when Isr lel again restored to the land and God's favour (Isa. 
*xii.), JEHOVAH is praised as "the Strength," "Song," and 
" Salvation" of His people, having done "excellent things" for 
them, and again dwelling in their midst. And once more, we 
have the " Song of Moses" (Rev. xv. 2, 3) to be sung by those 
who shall gain the victory over " the beast," antitype ot Pharaoh. 
Thus it must ever be, man is utterly powerless, praise is due 
only to the LORD, by Whom all is accomplished. Every 
victory is " by the blood of the Lamb " (Rev. xii. 1 1). Israel 
had obtained complete deliverance, and emerging from "the 
Cloud " and " the sea," a saved and " ransomed^^ people, they 
could sing and praise Jehovah. Can we ? Are we, each and 
all, partakers of redemption wrought for us? Are we dead 
and risen with Christ? Separated from the alkrements of the 
world? Are we treading the wilderness journey? Or any 
here about to begin? Look at the mighty deliverance wrought 
by Jehovah 1 His guiding Hand, His abiding Presence, in the 
midst of His people, andy><zr not^ but "go forward " in simple, 
trusting confiaence, ever ready to follow where He leads. 
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££petfence0* 

Ex, XV. 23-27, xvi. ; John vi. 31-50. 

The song of triumph (Lesson 37) died awny, the wilderness 
journey began ; and wilderness trials test the state of the heart. 
Three days' march in the sandy desert and no water, trial surely. 
But how soon the Israelites forgot the glorious things that had 
been done for them by their God ! Jehovah was leading, there- 
fore they were in the right way, as believers should remember. 
But too often trials produce murmurings — as with Israel — ^for- 
getting the exhortation of i Pet iv. 12. "BmI faith shines in 
times of trial, and so it did at — 

1. MARAH. Contrast Moses and the Israelites. They 
murmur, he cries to God ; and prayer is as effectual now as it 
was then, God is the only Source of help and comfort in 
trial, and Moses' prayer of faith brought a speedy answer in the 
"tree" that "made sweet* the waters. Ofttimes there is a 
** Marah " in the believer's course. God permits, or sends it, 
for wise and loving purposes — to test^ purify, bring nearer to 
Him. But at every " Marah " there is ** a Tree " that sweetens, 
if only faith will use it. That "Tree" is Jesus, Who, " by the 
grace of God," tasted " death for every man " (Heb. ii. 9). God 
^^ showed^ Moses the " tree ; " He now points to Jesus as "the 
Tree of life." He is the " Plant of Renown " (Ezek. xxxiv. 29), 
whose leaves drop sweetness, and whose taste is balm. But 
observe the tree must be "cast into the waters;" so Infinite 
love cast Jesus into the " waters " of death (Ps. Ixxxviii. 6, 7, 
xlii. 7 ; John iii. 16 ; i John iv. 9, 10). And to those who have 
appropriated by faith the blessings of the cross, and " know " 
,that Jesus was " cast into the waters " for them (Gal. ii. 20 ; 2 
Tim. i. 12), every bitter draught is "made sweet." 

See, too, no cup of the believer's has in it the bitterness of 
God's wrath J the blessed Lord drank that cup to its dregs. 
" It is finished " proclaims " no condemnation to them which 
are in Christ Jesus" (John xix. 30; Rom. viii. i). Jesus tasted 
the full bitterness of death that His people might enjoy the sweets 
ness of resurrection blessings in Him, Is your " Marah " doubt 
of forgiveness ? Look at Ps. ciii. 12 ; John v. 24 ; i Pet ii. 
24 ; I John i. 7. Is it looking within for comfort or satisfac- 
tion ? Remember nature is only bitter waters (Prov. xiv. 10) 
which cannot slake spiritual thirst Jesus is the only " Tree " 
that sweetens, and He does it effectually. Is it having to 
endure hatred of world ? Surely it is better to suffer with Jesus 
than to drink luscious draughts of the world's pleasures, which 
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can never satisfy immortal souls (Matt. v. 10-12 ; John xv. 18-21, 
xvii. 14 ; Phil, iil 7, 8, 10 ; Rom. viii. 17 ; vi. 21). Daniel in den 
of lions, the three children in furnace seven times heated, Paul 
and Silas in inner prison — each and all found sweetness in their 
" Marah," because the LORD was with them ; " the Angel " who 
led and guarded the Israelites in the desert (Dan. vi. 22, iii. 25 ; 
Acts xvL 25 ; Lesson yj). May all here experience the worth 
of the "Tree'' that makes sweet every bitter cup, whether 
poverty, sickness, bereavement, or what not. But, if a stranger 
to the love of God and the great salvation in Christ, all is bitter. 
It may be sweet to the taste, but it is bitter within ; and then 
there is the bitterness "for ever" for those who in this life know 
not Jesus, the " Tree ** that sweetens, Who is also — 

2. THE HEALER, or Jehovah-Rophi (Ex. xv. 26 ; Lesson 
31). Every malady, bodily, mental, spiritual, can be healed by 
Jehovah-Jesus (Ps. ciii. 3 ; Matt. xv. 30, 31). Sin, universal 
malady, and its various forms are typified by sick at pool 
of Bethesda (or House of mercy, John v.). But all are sinners 
(Rom. iii. 23), hence all need healing by the Great Physician — 
"The Word," Who is ''the Healer" (Matt. ix. 12, 13; Ps. 
cvii. 20). Do you think you are whole ? But have you not 
" come short of the glory of God ? " Then you need pardon. 
Do you fear your case is too bad 1 Look at John v. 6 ; the 
man had been long there. Sinners of long standing can equally 
be healed. Faith needed for souPs healing, as for body's (Ps. 
XXX. 2 ; Matt. viii. 13 ; Mark v. 26, 34, x. 52). Others might 
fail to cure, but Jesus never can; and for deadly malady of 
sin He is the only Healer ^Matt. ix. 2-6), because as God He 
can forgive the sins of which as Man He bore the penalty 
(Isa. xliii. 25, liii. 5 ; i Pet. ii. 24). Have you been healed by 
Jesus? "With His stripes?" If so, observe that service 
should follow healing as a sign of healthy not as means of 
procuring it. The Israelites, who had experienced many of 
God's mercies, redemption, deliverance from enemies, &c,, were 
called to obey Him (Ex. xv. 26) ; so those who have experi- 
enced the sweetening effects of cross of Christ, are called to 
prove it by their lives, and then, may look for the reward pro- 
mised to faithful servant. 

3. ELIM, next camping ground of Israel — is delightful in- 
deed ! Thus does God graciously deal with His people. After 
Marah, He leads them to the " still waters " and " green pas- 
tures " — an oasis in the desert. Not Canaan itself but a green 
spot in the wilderness, with abundance to refresh and invigorate 
for further travels (Isa. xl. 31, xli. 17, 18). Such mercy should 
have soothed the hearts of the Israelites and filled their mouths 
with grateful praise, but we do not hear that it was so ; and 
how often do we murmur and cry out at difficulties and trials, 
and then forget to thank God for overflowing mercies. 

L 
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Twelve and seventy are significant numbers: twelve tribes, 
twelve apostles (see also twelves in New Jerusalem, Rev. xxi.) ; 
the former should have been, the latter werij instruments for 
diffusing the knowledge of God ; channels for conveying the 
" living water** (John iv. 14, vii. 38), as Israel will be in a day yet 
future (Isa. Ixvi. 19). Twice were seventy sent forth by the Lord 
to preach the gospel ; and all the blessings flowing therefrom 
may be typified by the many uses of the palm-tree. Spite, 
however^ ot the delightful rest and refreshment of " Elim," the 
murmunngs were soon resumed (Ex. xvi. 1-3), dishonouring to 
God, Who yet in grace and mercy supplies their need, and 
gives them — 

4. MANNA, "angels' food," ''the com of heaven"* (Ps. 
Ixxviii. 23-25, cv. 40), expression marking existence prior to 
descending as "manna" for wilderness food. In Canaan they 
fed on "the old corn of the land" (Josh. v. 11). Jesus, "the 
true Bread from heaven," was with the Father from all eternity, 
before He "came down from heaven" as Man, the "Corn of 
wheat" to die, and be the spiritual food for His people in this 
wilderness world, till they reach the heavenly Canaan. See 
characteristics of type and Antitype, (i) Small. The blessed 
Lord came not in royal state, but in lowly garb and deepest 
humiliation (Phil. ii. 6--8), that we might have like humility, and 
be clothed with "garments . . . for glory and beauty." (2) Round, 
emblem of eternity. The Lord Jesus hath " neither beginning 
of days nor end ot life" (Heb. vii. 3). His "goings forth have 
been from . . . everlasting," or days of eternity (Mic. v. 2). 
And He gives to His people ''eternal life" (John x. 28). (3) 
White. Spotless purity of sinless man, and none can approach 
God's presence but those whose robes are made white in Jesus' 
blood (i Pet. i. 19 ; Rev. i. 5, v. 9, vii. 14). (4) Sweet. Such 
is the written Word, which tells of living " Word " (Ps. cxix. 
103 ; Jer. xv. 16) \ and how sweet the Name of Jesus, those only 
know, who love and are loved by Him. (5) " From heaven." 
So Jesus (John iii. 13, 31). Each characteristic tells of the 
blessed Saviour. Manna, very different to Egypt's food: 
" Bread of life " very different to the world's food. Israelites 
longed after "flesh-pots;" so natural man for the world's 
enjoyments. Egyptians would have had no taste for manna ; 
the worldling has no taste for heavenly food, yea, rather loathes 
it ; while many seek to mingle earthly therewith. Those only 
who are dead and risen with Christ find Him the only satisfy- 
ing food. The carnal mind sees not Christ in God's Word, nor 
values when seen. The child of God — through Spirit's light — 
seeks and finds Him in every page; and through Spirit's 
power, feeds on Him to heart's content. Table prepared, in 
wilderness world, is foretaste of " fat things " above (Ps. xxiii. 5 ; 
Isa. XXV 6). Observe further, the mode of gathering. 
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{a) Daily. Dependence on God thus taught (Matt. vi. 11,31, 
34). Hoarding shows distrust and disobedience. Christians 
need daily supply of spiritual food. The grace of yesterday not 
meant for to-day. Must daily read and meditate on God's 
Word, daily feed on Christ. No strength for journey if Israelite 
neglected to gather ; no strength for Christian's journey if not 
daily fed by Christ. Believer fitted for journey in proportion as 
he feeds, {b) Early gathering needed ; it came with the 
dew (Ex. xvi. 13, 14; Num. xi. 9). Blessed to seek Jesus, 
through the Spirit, in early mornings to strengthen for burden 
and toil of day. Sun melted manna ; so heat of labour, busi* 
ness, &c., interferes with enjoyment of Christ. If not fed on 
early^ often much to interfere with communion later. Again, in 
early life (Pro v. viii. 17) ; then, if spared, and the Lord tarry, — 
long life to serve Him, and increasing strength from daily feed- 
ing, {c) Exact sufficiency for each and all (Ex. xvi. 18 ; 
2 Cor. viii. 14, 15). So Jesus all-sufficient for every age and 
state, whether " babe in Christ,*' full-grown man, or veteran of 
declining years. And as each receives " of His fulness," so is 
each to minister to others of their " abundance." {d) Came 
NOT BY man's toil ; but he must work in gathering. Sloth not 
to be indulged in. To enjoy and feed on Christ must dig into 
God's Word, and thus learn more of His preciousness and all- 
sufficiency. See, too, the manna was to be — not only gathered 
— but prepared for use, and used. So faith, diligence, and 
prayer draw out from God's treasure-house jewels of truth, all 
telling of Jesus ; and, pondering each word, the believer learns 
more of God's love in Christ ; and is fed and nourished as he 
can be by no other means. 

5. "PORTION." Truly precious " Portion » is Jesus] (Ex. 
xvi. 15, marg.) What more can His people need ? (Ps. xvi. 5, 
cxix. 57; Lam. iii. 24.) He is an all-sufficient Portion for " every 
day," and " all the days of . . . life " (Jer. Hi. 34). To change 
•such a " Portion " true cause for lamentation (Mic. ii. 4). Must 
not only be saved by, but live hy feeding on Jesus (John vi. 57). 
This lesson specially taught by the manna (Deut. viii. 3). " The 
Word " is the only fitting " Portion " for redeemed souJ. Is He 
yours f Observe, manna gathered for Sabbath, and pot of manna 
laid up by God's command, bred no worms (Ex. xvi. 20-24, 30-34). 
He alone can preserve from corruption. He would not ** suffer " 
His " Holy One to see corruption" (Ps. xvi. 10 ; Acts ii. 27, 31, 
xiii. 35-37). That Holy One Who lay in the ^rave on the Sabbath, 
and Who is now ** in the presence of God for us," was typified 
by the " pot of manna " laid up " before the Lord," to be a record 
of Jehovah's faithfulness to IsraeL So Jesus is the ^' faithful 
Witness," that every promise of our covenant-keeping God shall 
be fulfilled to the letter. May the blessings of these wilderness 
experiences be made known to all here. 
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Ex. xvii. x-7 ; Ps. cv. 41, 42; i Cor. x. 4. 

Strange vicissitudes in Israel's wilderness experiences, as oft- 
times in believer's. One camping place Elim, with its wells and 
palm trees ; another Rephidim, with ** no water " for that vast 
host. But Jehovah led to each, so each was just what needed ; 
and surely now Love leads to one as to the other. But Israel, 
forgetting the wondrous supply of " bread from heaven," again 
murmur and chide, and are almost ready to stone Moses ; but 
he cries to Jehovah — never-failing Resource — ^and again mercy, 
love, and grace are shown in — 

1. THE SMITTEN ROCK, from which gushed forth water 
sufficient for the whole multitude (Ps. Ixxviii. 15, 16 ; comp. cxiv. 
8 with Jer. ii. 13 and xviL 13). Of the meaning of this type we 
are not left in doubt, for Scripture plainly tells us " that RoCK 
was Christ." He was " smitten of God " for us (Isa. liii. 4) ; 
and from His pierced side flowed streams of grace sufficient to 
satisfy every thirsty soul (Isa. Iv. i ; John vii. 37, iv. 13, 14, vi. 
35 ; Rev. xxii. 17 ; Ps. xxxvi. 8). The LORD was " upon the rock 
in Horeb " (Ex. xvii. 6). " God was in Christ, reconciling," &c. 
(2 Cor. V. 19). " Awake, O sword, against my Shepherd . . . saith 
the Lord of hosts" (Zech. xiii. 7). Moses, representing the law, 
holds the " sword " of justice — typified by the rod used in the 
judgments on Egypt — and therewith strikes the rock, emblem of 
the sinless victim, Jehovah's " Fellow," who bore the full penalty 
due to broken law (Isa. liii. 4, 5, 10 ; Rom. iii. 10, 19, 20, 23-26 ; 
Gal. iii. 10-13). And, as fruit of Christ's finished work on Calvary, 
the Holy Spirit was poured out at Pentecost. The Israelites could 
not drink ////the rock was smitten ; the Holy Spirit not given //// 
Christ's atoning work was accomplished ; then He came to testify 
of Jesus and draw perishing sinners to Him (Ps. Ixviii. 18, with 
Eph. iv. 8 ; John vii. 38, 39, xvi. 7, xv. 26 ; Acts ii. 33). 

Before rock smitten in Horeb no mention of it as type of 
Jehovah-Jesus ; but from Ex. xvii. onwards through Scripture, 
continually so used (Deut. xxxii. ; i Sam. ii. 2 ; 2 Sam. xxii. 2, 3, 
32, 47, xxiii. 3 ; Ps. xxviii. i, xxxi. 2, xlii. 9, Ixii. 2, 6, 7, Ixxi. 3, 
Ixxviii. 35 ; Isa. xvii. 10, xxx. 29 marg. ; Hab. i. 12 marg.) How 
remarkably the type before us shows the three Persons of God- 
head engaged in man's salvation ! Father giving Son, and 
Holy Spirit sent in consequence of His accomplished redemption. 
When we study — 

2. WHAT THE ROCK IS, we better understand and appre- 
ciate the type. It is spoken of as (i) source of life. " Tb6 
Rock that begat thee " (Deut. xxxii. 18). This speaks to us of 
the new birth. But for stream from smitten " rock," Israelites 
must have perished of thirst ; but for stream of grace from 
pierced side of Jesus, all must perish eternally. 
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The need for, and method of, new birth is shown in John iii. 
3-8 (Lesson 9). ^ Except a man be born again " — or anew, 
"begotten of God," through the Word, by the Spirit— "he 
cannot see,** or " enter into the kingdom of God" (Jas. i. 18 ; John 
i. 12, 13; I Pet. i. 23, 25 ; i John v. 11, 12). The Three-in- 
One God is the only Source of life, but each must drink for 
self (John iv. 14) ; each for self know Christ as (2) Salvation 
(2 Sam. xxii. 47 ; Ps. Ixii. 2, 6, Ixxxix. 26, xcv. i, with Deut. 
xxxii. 15). Jesus is given by Father as "Salvation unto the 
ends of the earth," nor can it be had in other than Him (Luke i. 
69, xix. 9 ; Acts xiii. 47 ; with Isa. xlv. 22, xlix. 6 ; Acts iv. 1 1, 
12). Again, the Rock is a (3) place of refuge (Ps, xxvii. 5, 
Ixii. 7, 8, xciv. 22). As Benjamites, David and Elijah took refuge 
in rock 0udges xx. 47 ; i Sam. xxiii. 25 ; i Chron. xi. 15 ; i 
Kings xix. 8), so they who flee for refuge to Jesus, the Rock, are 
safe from every danger. As the dove nestles " in the clefts of 
the rock" (Song ii. 14), so would the behever fain nestle in 
"Jesus' bosom " as did the beloved disciple (John xiii. 23). Jesus 
is the true and only Rock of refuge from sin, Satan, the world, 
and self. The sinner, overwhelmed with the sense of sin and 
danger, cries out from the heart, " Lead me to the Rock that is 
higher than I " (Ps. Ixi. 2). Looking to Jesus Who bore the 
" billows " of Divine wrath (Ps. xiii. 7). And as the Rock rises 
high above them — in resurrection power — ^the sinner clinging 
to Him is as safe from condemnation (Rom. viii. i) as the 
mariner, when he has reached the rock, is safe from the stormy 
waves that threatened to engulf him. Again, the believer utters 
the same cry when overwhelmed with grief, and looks to Him 
Who " hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows " (Isa. liii. 
4) ; and finds in Jesus all he needs. Observe how God places 
Moses upon and " in a clift of the rock '* while His glory passed 
by (Ex. xxxiii. 18-22), for man cannot bear the glory and 
majesty of God. But when drawn by the Father to Jesus, 
placed on and in Him, the believer is in a sure place, and has 
nought to fear from Him Who is " a consuming fire " (Heb. 
xii. 29). Christ, the God-man, the "spiritual Rock," is the 
Meeting-place for God and the sinner; and to him who " walketh 
righteously," &c., the promise is, " his place of defence shall be 
the munitions of rocks "(Isa. xxxiii. 15, 16). But those who 
will not now take refuge in the " spiritual Rock " may hear these 
words addressed to them, " Enter into the rock, and hide thee 
in the dust, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of His 
majesty" (Isa. ii. 10). Yea, when " the day of the Lord " cometh 
men will call upon the rocks and the mountains to fall on and 
hide them "from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne," 
&c. (Rev. vi. 16.) Again, the Rock is a place of (4) REST and 
REFRESHMENT (Isa. xxxii. 2). Travellers in the East well know 
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the delight of restin|^ under the shadow of ** a great rock " from 
the scorching sun of the desert ; and so with the ** weary ^ soul, 
who turns to Jesus for rest and refreshment (Heb. iv. 3) as it tra- 
vels through the parched desert of the world. The blessed Lord 
knew what it was to be weary and thirsty, and lovingly invites 
weary ones to rest in, or be refreshed by, Him (John iv. 6, 7 ; 
Matt xi. 28 ; with Isa. xl. 31) ; and many have experienced the 
" delight" of sitting " under His shadow " (Song ii. 3). 

Another feature of the rock is (5) Strength. Jehovah is 
**the Strength of Israel" (i Sam. xv. 29). In some passages 
strength and rock are synonymous : we find one in text, the 
other in margin (see Ps. xviii. 2, xix. 14, xxxi. 2, Ixxiii. 26) ; and 
then the glorious passage (Isa. xxvi. 4), "in the Lord JEHO- 
VAH is everlasting strength " (marg.)—-" RoCK of ages." Weak, 
tired believer, look to Jesus, Who is " a Stronghold in the day 
of trouble" to "them that trust in Him" (Nah. i. 7). And see 
result of trusting (2 Cor. xii. 10 ; Isa. xl. 29). If trust in own 
strength, must fall. Look to Him and you will find " all suffi- 
ciency," &c. (2 Cor. xii. 9, ix. 8 ; Phil. iv. 13.) Once more the 
Rock is a (6) SURE FOUNDATION for "church" collectively, and 
each individual member (Matt. xvi. 18, vii. 24, 25). Spoken of 
by Isaiah (xxviii. 16 ; Lesson 24), and by St Paul (i Cor. iii. il). 
" Foreordained " (i Pet. i. 20) ; and nothing can uproot what 
laid in eternal counsels of Jehovah's love. See further — 

a WHAT THE ROCK GIVES, (i) Water, type, as 
seen of Holy Spirit. (2) Oil, also type of Third Person of 
blessed Trinity (Deut. xxxii. 13 ; Job xxix. 6). Oil tells of {a) 
Anointing^ as were prophets, priests, kings ^i Kings xix. 16 ; 
Ex. XXX. 25, 30 ; I Sam. xvi. 13). Jesus, tnough holy from 
birth (Luke i. 35), was yet anointed with the Holy Spirit at His 
baptism for His threefold office of Prophet, Priest, King 
(Matt. iii. 16, 17 ; John i. 32-34, iii. 34). He is specially the 
" Anointed " (Ps. ii. 2, xlv. 7 ; with Heb. i. 9 ; Isa. xi. 2, Ixi. i ; 
Luke iv. 18 ; John i. 41). And from Jesus, the anointed "High 
Priest," flows down the " golden oil " to the Church and the 
members thereof (Ps. cxxxiii. 2 ; Zech. iv. ; i John ii. 20, 27). 
Again, oil tells of {b) Light. Jesus is " the Light " (John i. 4, 
viii. 12). Believers are to "shine as lights" (Matt. v. 14, 16; 
PhiL ii. 15), but they cannot shine without oil (Lesson 12 ; 
Matt. XXV. i-io J Lev. xxiv. 2 ; Ex. xxvii. 20 ; Luke xi. 13). 
Again, the rock gives (3) Fire (Judges vi. 21). " There rose up 
fire out of the rock and consumed the flesh," &c. " God was in 
Christ reconciling," &c. (2 Cor. v. 19.) The Father gave the 
Son, the Son gave Himself (i John iv. lo, 11 ; Gal. I 4, ii. 20 ; 
Tit. ii. 14). The fire shows (cC) acceptance of offerer in Person 
of Christ, antitype of offering and altar (Lev. ix. 24 ; I Kings 
xviii. 24, 38 ; I Chron. xxi. 26 ; 2 Chron, vii. i). {b) Love of 
Christy which "many waters," or billows of wrath, "cannoc 



The Rock. 157 

^[uench'' (Song viii. 7). {c) Wrath ofGodi^wm, xi. i ; Deut. 
iv. 24, V. 25 ; ix. 3, xxxii. 22) that shall consume His adver- 
saries (Isa. V. 24, xxxiii. 14 ; Matt. xxii. 7 ; 2 Pet. iii. 7). All 
who reject Christ must bear the fire of God's righteous anger 
against sin. {d) Tricd^ to test^ to purify y and render fit for the 
Master's use (Job xxiii. 10 ; Ps. Ixvi. 12 ; Prov. xvii. 3, xxvii. 
21 ; Mai. iii. 2 ; i Pet. i. 7 ; iv. 12). But see the blessed pro- 
mise to sustain (Isa. xliii. 2). With Jesus* presence (Dan. iii. 
25) the fire cannot hurt, having spent its fury on Him. And 
Jehovah is {e) "A Wall of Fire** (Zech. ii. 5), or perfect pro- 
tection to all in Christ. Once more, the Rock gives (4) Honey 
(Deut. xxxii. 13), typifying the Sweetness of Jesus, the ** Strong ** 
(Jud. xiv. 14-18). And rich blessings are given ^^ with Him" 
(Rom. viii. 32) ; forfeited by Israel through unbelief and rebel- 
lion (Ps. Ixxxi. 10-16), but ready for any child of God who will 
claim them. When Jesus is ours all is sweet that God sends 
(see Marah, Lesson 38), for His sweetness rejoiceth the heart 
(Prov. xxvii. 9). His fruit is sweet to the taste (Song ii. 3). He 
is the perfection of sweetness to His people, and a *' sweet- smell- 
ing savour " to Jehovah (Eph. v. 2). Lastly, a word about the — 

4. "HAMMER THAT BREAKETH THE ROCK" (Jer. 
xxiii. 29), i,e,<f fiinty heart of man. God's Word is the fire and 
hammer that through Spirit's power can alone break it. Any 
fiinty heart here ? Beware of hardening heart ; lest the precious 
" spiritual Rock " become to you a ** Rock of offence ! " Fore- 
told by Isaiah (viii. 14, 15 ; with Rom. ix. 33), and fulfilled in 
Israel (Matt. xiii. 57 ; Mark vi. 3), " The offence of the cross" 
not ceased ; " Christ crucified " still " a stumblingblock," " fool- 
ishness " (Gal. V. II ; I Cor. i. 23, 24). Too humiliating to come 
as ^^ sinners** to be saved "by grace." But the longer God's 
love in Christ is rejected, the harder grows heart, even like the 
rock, till the fire of God's Word, applied by the Holy Spirit, 
eats in, and as a hammer breaks in pieces. The rock thus 
blasted — «>., sinner broken, humbled — the entrance of Jesus is 
effected ; and far greater joy is caused than when, through man's 
engineering skill, the natural rock is blasted and a tunnel pierced 
through the mountain. 

May the Lord the Spirit thus force entrance through the 
written Word for the embodied Word to rocky heart — if any 
such before Him now — causing streams of "godly sorrow" to 
fiow forth (2 Cor. vil 10) ; and further, streams of faith, grati- 
tude, praise, love. Then will follow thirst for larger draughts 
from smitten " Rock," deeper knowledge of God, His love, His 
wisdom ; and as the " spiritual Rock " ** followed " Israel of 
old, so the " living Water " now. Neither place, time, nor cir- 
cumstances can check its flow. " Whosoever will^ let him 
take . . . freely." No stint to thirsty ones. "Drink, yea 
drink abundantly, O beloved " (Rev. xxii. 17 ; Song v. i). 



XL. 

HmaleR ; or. Conflict and Conquest 

Ex. xvii. 8-i6; Deut. xxv. 17-19; Gal. v. 17. 

New scene in Israel's eventful history I No sooner had they 
drank of water from " the rock in Horeb " than they are brought 
into — 

1, CONFLICT with Amalek. Just so with Christian. After 
drinking of " spiritual Rock," conflict begins. No sooner was 
our blessed Lord anointed with the Holy Spirit at His baptism, 
than He " was led by the Spirit into the wilderness" for conflict 
with Satan (Luke iv. i). And so, ofttimes after season of rich 
blessing, the child of God is '' led " into great trial or tempta- 
tion. Israel, when bond-slaves, were unable to fight — were 
powerless to deliver themselves — and equally so the sinner 
when in bondage to Satan. But — redeemed by Jehovah — 
brought out of bondage, fed with "bread from heaven," and 
satisfied with abundance of water from the rock, then Israel 
fitted for conflict. 

. Even so, it is those only who have been made partakers of 
the redemption wrought by Christ, who are feeding on Christ, 
and drinking copious draughts of " Living Water," who are 
called into conflict. There must be fighting, for even the 
feeblest struggle shows life and light within. When all is dark, 
there is no conflict ; but when light has dawned, it struggles 
with the darkness. Fighting, however, must not be in own 
strength, which is perfect weakness, but in the power of the 
Spirit within ; Jesus, " Captain of our Salvation," leading, as 
typified by Joshua. (See also Deut. ix. 3.) Previously the Lord 
had fought entirely for Israel, discomfiting and defeating 
enemy ; and so, for spiritual seed of Abraham, Jesus fought, 
and conquered Satan alone on the cross. That work quite 
'^finished," but Christian conflict always going on. Israel's 
enemy was — 

2. AMALEK. Descended from a grandson of Esau ; and 
the hatred engendered when the blessing was stolen by Jacob 
(Gen. xxvii. 41, xxxvi. 12), seems to have been transmitted to 
posterity against the nation Israel, because so remarkably 
favoured by God. Being kinsmen, the attack of Amalek is taken 
to express the persecution of those "born after the flesh," 
against those " born after the Spirit " (Gen. xxi. 9 ; Gal. iv. 29). 
Also, more particularly, the conflict or struggle between flesh 
and spirit — the old nature and the new — known in the expe- 
rience of every child of God to a greater or less extent. Till 
the new nature is implanted, there can be no conflict with the 
old ; but, after the new birth, the " flesh " hinders the walk with 
God; therefore it must be '* crucified," that the lusts thereof 
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may be no longer fulfilled (Rom. vi. 6, xiii. 14 ; Gal. v. 16, 24). 
There must be no compromise therewith. ** They that are in 
the flesh cannot please God " (Rom. viii. 6-8) ; therefore God 
decrees its destruction, as with Amalek. " The remembrance 
of Amalek" must be "put out*' (Ex. xvii. 14 ; Num. xxiv. 20), 
or he would " cut off" Israel (Ps. Ixxxiii. 4-7). Just so would 
"the flesh" destroy the spiritual life, if allowed to get the 
ascendency ; yea, if not absolutely crucified. Saul was set aside 
because he did not utterly destroy Amalek (i Sam. xv. 18-29), 
and those who tamper with or indulge the " flesh" must suffer 
loss. In the book of Esther, the Amalekites are seen opposing 
Israel, in the person of " Haman . . . the Agagite;" whose 
wicked purposes the Lord defeats, and he himself is hanged 
(Esther iii. i, vi. vii. 10) ; for God decrees war against Amalek 
"from generation to generation." Israel must never make 
league with them, but look on them as irreconcilable enemies 
doomed to ruin. David — as the Lord's anointed — fought against 
these " enemies of the Lord^^ (i Sam. xxx. i, 17, 26 ; 2 Sam. i. i, 
viii. 12). Let us lay these lessons to heart. I3eware how tam- 
per with "the flesh." It must be kept under (i Cor. ix. 2^\ 
How ? Not by any self-imposed penance, or suffering to body, 
as some would interpret the passage. Absolutely no power in 
self io subdue " flesh," but — all power in God. Christ dwell- 
ing in the believer, through the Holy Spirit, sent forth by the 
Father and the Son, in consequence of the Son's perfect atone- 
ment — gives power to fight, and to conquer the old fallen nature 
(John xiv. 23, xvi. 7 ; Rom. vii. 25 ; Phil. iv. 13). We have but 
to draw on the ample provision for all our wants in the Captain 
of our salvation, Who can make us "more than conquerors," or 
triumphant conquerors, "through Him that loved us'' (Rom. 
viii. 37). 

3. POWER FOR CONQUEST further shown, in scene 
beforje us, to be prayer. No conflict can be carried on with- 
out wrestling, persevering prayer, which calls forth the infinite 
resources of Jehovah on our behalf (Luke xviii. i ; Col. iv. 2 ; 
Rom. xii. 12 ; Eph. vi. 18 ; i Thess. v. 17 ; Heb. xii. 12). See 
Moses on mount, "lifting up holy hands" (i Tim. ii. 8 ; Lam. 
iii. 41 ; Ps. XXV. i, Ixiii. 4, Ixxxvi. 4). When hands hang down, 
heart heavy, enemy prevails; "flesh" will have dangerous 
influence. When private prayer discontinued, the life of God 
within grows weal^ communion with God is interrupted, and 
defeat in spiritual warfare the result. Sometimes " spirit . . . 
willing," but " flesh weak" (Matt. xxvi. 41) ; hands feeble ; then 
brothers, sisters in Christ, may support, as did Aaron and Hur 
(Matt. xviiL 20) — may help each other at the throne of grace ; 
and whether " gathered " bodily or in spirit there is promise of 
blessing. Moses prays on mount, while Joshua leads to the 
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fight. The warrior's brow is crowned with victory, but fighting 
is impotent without prayer. The Spirit makes intercession 
from within (Rom. viii. 26), while "the Captain of salvation" 
leads to conquest. But further, see in Moses and companions 
on mount, type of — 

4. GREAT "ADVOCATE" ON HIGH (i John ii. i). 
And when, by faith, we enter into the prevalency of His inter- 
cession, strength is given to resist the evil nature that still 
dwells^ though it does not reign^ in the child of God (Rom. vi. 
12). The "flesh" is still in the believer, but the believer is 
" not in the flesh " (Rom. viii. 9). The Spirit is in those who 
have drunk of "the Spiritual Rock," as " Comforter,"* in and by 
Whom they pray (Eph. vi. 18) ; and Jesus on high, as ** Advo- 
cate,"* presents their petitions to the Father ; thus is victory 
secured, Moses' hands might wax feeble, but our Great Advo- 
cate's intercession never fails (Heb. vii. 25). 

And see what ground for assurance. Moses, Aaron, Hur, 
together represent one Christ as Advocate, Priest, King. Aaron 
— though not yet consecrated — was, in the purpose of God, 
Israel's high priest ; and Hur was of the royal house of Judah, t 
from which "sprang" David's Lord and Son, the King (Heb. 
vii. 14). Thus our Great "Advocate" with royal authority 
pleads, " I will ; " while with judicial force he also pleads, on 
the ground of satisfied justice : and with priestly power He 
further intercedes on the ground of " His own blood,' by which 
" He entered . . . into the holy place" (Heb. ix. 12, 24), proving 
completeness — through His death and resurrection (Rom. iv. 
25) — of atonement made for sin, and acceptance by the Father 
of His "finished" work. Had ever earthly advocate such un- 
answerable arguments ? Impossible ! The Infinite pleads 
for the finite on the ground of infinite merit, and " the righteous- 
ness of God " cannot resist such pleading ; for "the Just" can 
yet be " Justifier" of the vilest who believes in Jesus (Rom. iii. 
21-26), and injustice He responds to the advocacy of our Great 
High Priest on behalf of His believing people. 

It is well to remember, however, that such rich blessing was 
not obtained without suffering unparalleled in the world's 
history. Our blessed Lord had first to endure the cross and 
grave before He could act as Advocate. It is well oft to visit 
Gethsemane, Calvary, the tomb, to see what it cost Jesus to 
obtain salvation for us. Then follow Him in resurrection and 
ascension, and remember with thankfulness how He is now 
employed for His people, interceding between the Almighty 
God and poor worms of the earth, who, through the complete- 

* " Comforter *' and "Advocate," same word in Greek, 
t See I Chron, ii. i, 4, 5, 9, 18, 19 : Judah, Pharez, Hezron, Chelubai, 
or Caleb, Hur. 
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ness of His work for them, are " accepted '* in the Person of 
Jesus as God's own children. But must first know Jesus as 
Saviour before we can know Him as Advocate ; then there is 
untold comfort during conflict in the knowledge that He is 
pleading above. 

5. THE "BANNER" is another feature in the scene before 
us. Observe name given by Moses to place of Amalek's defeat; 
Jehovah-Nissi— "the Lord my banner.** All the glory of 
victory ascribed to Jehovah as justly due. Israel prevailed 
only and wholly because the Lord was on their side. He alone 
gives strength for conflict, and commands the issue. Banner 
tells of conflicts, struggles, foes assaulting, shocks to be sus- 
tained ; but faith in Jesus carries to victory. Moses acted as 
ensign-bearer ; he held in his hand " the rod of God," which 
banner spoke oi power to defeat the enemy and to deliver God's 
people. Christ is the "Rod out of the stem of Jesse ;" and 
when He is "lifted up " as "an Ensign of the people" (Isa. xi. 
I, 4, lo, 12) there \spo7ver for the accomplishment of His pur- 
poses. He was "lifted up" to draw "all" to Him (John xii. 
32). He is the " Rod" to gather His dispersed people and the 
Gentile "nations ;" to smite His enemies, and to feed, or rule, 
support and comfort, all His flock (Gen. xlix. 10 ; i Chron. xi. 
2 marg. ; Ps. xxiii. 4, ex. 2 ; Ezek. xxxiv. 23 ; Mic. vii. 14 marg.) 

This " Banner" leads to victory over every foe. It is given to 
them that fear the Lord (Ps. Ix. 4). Cling to Christ, keep the 
eye fixed on the "Banner;" follow where it leads, fearlessly 
trusting, then victory will be sure, and the song of triumph 
given as to David (2 Sam. xxii.) Conflict over, the conqueror 
is led by Him through Whom he conquered, into "the banquet- 
ing house," where the banner or trophy is hung up, and the 
"Banner" is "LOVE" (Song ii. 4), love all-powerful, that laid 
the foundation for victory, and led on to conquest. 

"The Lord my Banner" is truly worthy of praise; He is 
above all renown — none can equal Him. Know you aught of 
fighting under this Banner? It should inspire zeal, energy, 
strength, endurance, and assurance of conquest. It should be 
"lifted up" in every place, time, company, circumstance. How 
does the banner inspirit soldiers? How should st4ch a Banner 
inspirit soldiers of Christ ? May God make each here, not only 
followers of Banner, but Ensign-bearers, realizing the power in 
their own souls, and lifting It up for others. If only held up as 
It should be, the world would be defeated as was Amalek, and 
Christians rallying as a compact band, would be " terrible as 
an army with banners" (Song vi. 10), f>., invincible^ for under 
Jehovah -Nissi, assurance of victory should be as complete, as 
assurance of salvation. May the Lord give us each to realise 
something of this. 
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Sfnaf ; or, Xaw, Xove, ©race* 

Ex. xix. XX.; John i. 17 ; Rom. xiii. 8-xo, v. 19-21 ; Heb. xii. 18-29. 

Behold Israel now in "the wilderness of Sinai," encamped 
" before the Mount." God gives Moses a gracious message for 
the people (Ex. xix. 3-6). " The Angel" speaks (Acts vii. 38). 
Jehovah, Who had done such wonders for the people, now calls 
on them to obey His "voice," and keep His "covenant," the 
** covenant " of mercy made with Abraham (Gen. xvii. 7, xxii. 15- 
18), and renewed at Bush. (Ex. iii.) His promise was to "j^V^" 
the land of Canaan (Gen. xii. 7, xv. 18). His "voice" had 
been heard demanding their release from Pharaoh, making them 
a path through the Red Sea, bringing water out of the Rock, 
&c.; and now, in proposing to make Israel His "peculiar 
treasure . • . above all people." But they do not enter into 
the grace of His covenant blessings ; so, in hot haste, and 
bold presumption, they undertake what was simply impossible 
for man to perform (Ex. xix. 8). All the people undertake to 
do ally without a hint of weakness, or need even of help from 
Jehovah, and apparently forgetful ot the murmuring and discon- 
tent that had already broken forth among them. The effect of 
this is at once seen in the " thick cloud " (ver. 9) from which the 
Lord spake, and^ 

1, THE LAW was given in thunders from Mount Sinai. 
Terrible sight was the Mount (vs. 16-22; Heb. xii. 18-21); it 
was death to approach or touch it ; the people were put at 
a distance, and, terrified at what their own rash vow had 
brought on them (Deut. v. 24-27), they dared not meet Jehovah 
in His awful aspect when pronouncing the " fiery law " (Deut. 
xxxiii. 2), by which He manifested His majesty, holiness, spot- 
less purity, and boundless righteousness. To these attributes 
blackness, darkness, tempest, might be suited (Heb. x^ 28), but 
not to grace and mercy. Yet, in midst, He is gracious, and 
treats with the people through "a Mediator" (Deut, v. 27, 28 ; 
Gal. iii. 19), whom He would have them ^^believei^ as now 
Jesus (Ex. xix. 9 ; i Tim. ii. 5). Jehovah revealed Himself as 
** a consuming fire," yet He did not consume them. But mark 
(i) THE Character of the law ; it is {a) " Holy, just, good " 
(Rom. vii. 12), as must be everything that emanates from Him, 
Whose characteristics these are. And such must be the 
characteristics of those who would live by it. But again it is 
{b) Spiritual (Rom. vii. 14), hence can be kept only by those 
who are indwelt, and led by, and walk after the Spirit (Rom. viii, 
4). It needs ^^ life** and "righteousness" to fulfil the law's 
requirements, whereas fallen man is " dead in trespasses and 
sins •' (Eph. ii. i). The law was given to a " redeemed" people 
(Ex. XX. 2), and on the ground of accomplished dtlvwtizxicty God 
demands obedience to His commands. 
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Since it is impossible for fallen man to obey it, the question 
arises, what then (2) Use of law? Not to give life, but to 
show sin to be "exceeding sinful" (Rom. vii. 13), and to bring 
it home to the conscience. St. Paul does not say he had not 
had^ but " had not known sin but by the law " (ver. 7) ; " for by 
the law is the knowledge of sin" (Rom. iii. 20). When the 
Holy Spirit "convicts'* or convinces "of sin" (John xvi. 8 
R.y.X the law, as a mirror, reveals the sinfulness of heart and 
life (Jas. i. 23-25). ** Until the law sin was in the world ; but 
sin is not imputed vihtn there is no law" (Rom. v. 13). And 
though the law cannot give life (Gal. iii. 21), yet it is given " for 
our good always" (Deut. vi. 24) that "grace" might "abound," 
and " that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given 
to them that believe" (Rom. v. 20, 21 ; Gal. iii. 22). But see 
how — 

2. LAW BROKEN even before given, symbolised by tables 
broken by Moses (Ex. xxxii. 15-19). Ever bear in mind that 
the law is one whole given in "ten words," or commandments. 
TEx. xxxiv. 28 marg.) Thus the breaker of one is guilty of all 
Qas. ii. 10), because when one link of chain broken, no longer 
whole. One thought pervades the whole, one special sin is 
condemned throughout, namely, idolatry. Not only first and 
second commandments teach this, but also the tenth, for 
" covetousness ... is idolatry." And by Col. iii. 5 we learn 
how sins against man are sins against God ; and that secret 
sins of thought and heart are as much condemned as the open 
idolatry of which Israel was guilty when they set up the golden 
calf (Ex. xxxii.) That particular form of idolatry they borrowed 
from the Egyptians, who worshipped the bull, Apis. But 
analyze men's sins and see how often, if not always, idolatry 
is root of evil ; hence the need of warning in i John v. 21. 
When the heart goes out to, or is fixed on other than, God — 
whether persons, goods, riches, ambition, self — what is that but 
idolatry ? Again analyze the commandments, and see how 
breaking any one of them — even of the second table — is sin 
against God. 5th. Who has honoured God as Father from 
birth ? 6th. Who has not cherished angry feelings towards 
God as well as man ? (i John iii. 15, iv. 20.) 7th. Who has not 
given affections to other than Him who would be Husband or 
espoused Bridegroom ? (Isa. liv. 5 ; 2 Cor. xi. 2 ; Jas. iv. 4.) 
8th, Who has not robbed God of His due in time, money, 
talents, all of which should be devoted to Him ? (Mai. iii. 8.) 
9th. Who has not borne false witness against Him by word or 
deed ? Jesus is the true " Neighbour" (Luke x. 36) ; and tried 
by such a test as this all must exclaim, / " have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God " (Rom. iii. 23). See, then, 
how the law is broken daily, and the law-breaker under the 
curse (Gal. iii. 10 ; Deut. xxvii. 26}. Not by law then, but "by 
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gr<ice " are any " saved/' and we shall better understand Sinai 
when we — 

3, CONTRAST LAW AND GRACE. 

Law. Grace. 

Demands— Lev. xviu. 5; Luke Gives— John x. 28 ; Rom. vi, 

X. 28. 23. 

Condemns — Deut. xxvil 15- Pardons — Luke xxiv. 47 ; 

26 ; Gal. iii. 10. Acts xiii. 38, 39. 

Reveals sin — Rom. iii. 20; Reveals Saviour — Rom. i. 

vii. 7, 13. 16 ; I Cor. i. 17, 18, 23, 24. 

Being just demands punish- Christ bore and satisfied 

ment of offenders. justice. 

Gal. iii. 10-14. 

Cannot justify or give life Gives justification and 

— Rom. iii. 20 ; Acts. xiii. 39 ; salvation — Rom. iii. 24, iv. 16 ; 

Gal. iL 16, iii. 1 1 ; Tit iii. 5. £ph. ii. 8 ; Tit. iiL 7. 

Shows what man ought to Shows what God is in 

BE. Christ. 

And here law and grace meet, for Christ Jesus " made under 
the law " (Gal. iv. 4), the sinless, perfect Man, bore the penalty 
for those who had broken it, and thus became channel for the 
display of ''the grace of God that bringeth salvation to all" 
(Tit. ii. 1 1-14 R.V.) But God did not make the law only to be 
broken, surely not ; and we see — 

4. THE LAW FULFILLED in the life of the Blessed One, 
the Lord Jesus Christ (Matt. v. 17, 18). God's law was hidden 
in /f/j heart (Ps. xl. 8, xxxvii. 31, cxix. 11), typified by tables of 
law placed in ark (Ex. xxv. 16, 21, xxxi. 18, xl. 20, 21 ; Deut. 
X. 2, 5), and covered by mercy-seat. So the law, broken by 
man, was hidden from God's sight by Jesus, the " Mercy-Seat," 
or " Propitiation " (same word in Greek ; Rom. iii. 25 ; i John ii. 
2 ; Lev. xvi. 15 ; Lesson 45). He loved, and delighted in God's 
law (Ps. cxix. 77, 92, 97, 113, 163, 174), and after fulfilling it 
from birth to grave. He bore the curse of broken law, that cove- 
nant blessings might descend through Spirit's power on all who 
believe (Gal. iii. 14). Behold in Jesus how LoVE is embodiment 
and fulfilment of law. It demands love to God and neighbour, 
i.e., fellow man (Lev. xix. 18 ; Deut. vL 5 ; Matt. xxii. 36-40; 
Luke X. 27-37 ; i John iii. 11), *' therefore love is the fulfilling 
of the law" (Rom. xiii. 8-10; Gal. v. 14; Jas. ii, 8). To be 
"perfect," must be like GoD, Who "is Love" (Matt. v. 48 ; i 
John iv. 8, 16). Its manifestation was in the Gift of His Son 
(vs. 9, 10). Its revelation was Christ (John i. 18), Who came 
to bear witness of the truth, that " God is love," and because so 
full of love Himself (Ps. xci. 14), He perfectly fulfilled the law, 
in obeying the dictates of the Father's heart of love, not to con- 
demn those who had broken the law, but to save Qohn iii. 17, 
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vi. 38, 40). Thus through grace the law is not made " void," 
but '' established " (Rom. iii. 31). And as " God is love/' and 
the requirement of the law is "love," so Christ, the Embodiment 
of love, is "the end of the law for righteousness to every one 
that believeth" (Rom. x. 4). He that believeth, loveth, he that 
loveth is born of God, indwelt by Spirit ; and love manifests 
itself in obedience to Christ (John xiv. 15), and love to brethren 
(1 John iii. 10, iv. 7, 12, 16, 20, 21, v. 1-3). Those born of God 
"walk in the Spirit," and in them is fulfilled "the righteousness 
of the law " (Rom. viii. 4), because Christ is " the Lord our 
Righteousness " (Phil. iii. 9 ; Jer. xxiii. 6). Lastly, see how 
even Sinai is surrounded, so to speak, with — 

5. LOVE AND GRACE. The mountain appeared in smoke 
and fire, its thunders and lightnings spread terror around, and 
"thick darkness where God was" (Ex. xx. 21, xix. 16 ; Deut. v. 
22) ; but on either side love and grace were manifested. We 
have already alluded to God's gracious words in Ex. xix. 3-6, 
which preceded the giving of the law ; now look at ch. xx. 22- 
26, where God appoints true meeting-place for Himself 
and man, which Sinai could not be, and He shows how man 
can be, not doer, but worshipper. Altar and sacrifices tell of 
propitiation and reconciliation through Jesus, Antitype of each. 
Earth to be had everywhere, so everywhere may man thus 
approach and worship God through Jesus, "the Lord from 
heaven," Who in human form, because " the first man '* who 
sinned was "of the earth earthy " (i Cor. xv. 47), offered Him- 
self as a " Sacrifice for sins," and acceptable Burnt-Offering to 
the Father (Eph. v. 2 ; Heb. x. 5-12). Again, altar of unhewn 
stone tells of Jesus, " Stone cut out without hands," the 
*' tried Stone" (Dan. ii. 34; Lesson 25 ; Isa. xxviii. 16). Human 
workmanship could only pollute, no tool of legality must be 
used, and vain to try and ascend by steps of self-righteousness. 
By Father's love, and Spirit's power alone, is sinner drawn to 
Christ, true Altar, and being made one with Him, he becomes 
partaker of all benefits flowingirom His all-sufficient Sacrifice. 
How comforting, after gazing on Sinai's terrors, to close with 
assurance of acceptance with God, through His own appointed 
Way, and how should such terror magnify worth of precious 
Saviour 1 Any here trying to save themselves by law ? May the 
Holy Spirit lead you . to give up attempt, and humbly and 
thankfully accept God's loving " Gift" of grace (John iii. 16 ; 
Eph. ii. 8), by which believers become " dead to the law ; " 
which does not mean lawlessness — far from it — ^but that, with life 
in Qhxvi\, power is given to "serve in newness of spirit, and not 
in the oldness of the letter '' (Romi vii. 4-6). May that happy 
service be ours ! 



XLir. 
**1Remember/* 

Ex. XX. 8 ; Eccles. xii. x ; Deut viii. 2 ; Luke xvi. 25. 

This word "remember" often meets us in Scripture. Man is 
prone to forget what God would have him " remember ;" nor is 
the injunction less needed now than when written, for many are 
running "to and fro" (Dan. xii. 4) ; there is a restless activity 
on all sides, and men are so engrossed with business, plea- 
sure, cares of this life, that they seem to have no time to 
"remember ;" but God would have MS-pausey and consider the 
past, present, future, intending thereby good to our souls. Let 
us ponder some of the passages where the word occurs. 

L " REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY." Thus opens 
the fourth commandment, showing it was no new thing, but 
something to which God would recall the attention of His 
people. It was first instituted— as we know — in Eden (Gen. ii. 
2, 3), " blessed," and " sanctified " by God, Who then " rested " 
from His marvellous work of creation (Heb. iv. 4), desiring that 
man should "rest in His love" there displayed, everything 
being fitted and prepared by God to make man happy (Lesson i ). 
In Exodus XX. the word "remember" seems specially to con- 
nect the fourth commandment with God's creatmg work of six 
days, and His rest on the seventh, showing a difference from 
the other commandments, and that the Sabbath is not a mere 
legal enactment, but a gift of God to mankind (Mark ii. 27), 
In Deut. V. 15, Israel is commanded to observe the Sabbath in 
remembrance of their deliverance from the bondage of Egypt, 
just as Christians are called to " remember '* their deliverance 
from the bondage of Satan, and rest in Christ. 

The Sabbath was marred — we cannot doubt — by the Fall. 
Whether it was kept or not, in succeeding generations, by those 
who served God in the midst of the wickedness around, we 
know not, as there is no mention made of the Sabbath from 
Eden till Ex. xvi. 22-30, in connection with the "manna" 
(Lesson 38), where it is spoken of as " the rest of the holy Sabbath 
unto the Lord," "given " by God, and type of Him Who is " the 
Gift of God " (John iv. 10), and in Whom alone is true r^j/ found 
by believers now, while waiting for the full " Sabbath keeping " 
that " remaineth." (Matt. xi. 28 ; Heb. iv. 3, 9 marg. and R.V.) 

When Christians — on the " first day of the week " — rest from 
secular work, they are called to " remember " not only God's 
rest after completed creation^ but Christ's rest after redemption 
fully accomplished ; His resurrection from the grave, in proof 
of the Father's acceptance o£ the same ; and the pouring out 
of the Holy Spirit on " the day of Pentecost." Glorious truths 
to " remember." 

2. "REMEMBER NOW THY CREATOR," &c. Special 
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call to the young, who are prone to be careless and indifferent 
about all but the passing moment, and intent solely on getting 
all possible enjoyment out of this present life (Eccles. xi. 9), 
quite forgetting God's Word, that " it is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this the judgment " (Heb. ix. 27) ; the 
just " wages of sin," />., death eternal (Rom. vi. 23), for those 
who have lived and died in forgetfulness of Him Who made 
them. So God, in love, sounds kindly note of warning — 
" Remember, now ... in the days of thy youth," and thus live 
to the glory of God, for which man was created (i Cor. xi. 7 ; 
Gen. i. 26, 27 ; Isa. xliii. 7). But when man will not honour 
God, God will get Him honour in judging him — as with Pha- 
raoh (Ex. xiv. 17, 18 ; Rom. ix. 17) — and sinners will be forced — 
as was Achan— to give glory to God (Josh. vii. 19), in acknow- 
ledging the justice of their sentence. Those ** created in Christ 
Jesus " (Eph. ii. 10 ; 2 Cor. v. 17, new " creation," R.V.) may 
well "remember" God's love and mercy in giving them new 
life ; and if thus re-created in youths whole lifetime to show 
forth their remembrance of God's saving grace "till the Lord 
come." 

3. " REMEMBER THE WAY." This was call to Israel 
to bear in mind God's dealings with them from the time He 
brought them out of Egypt, and onward during their forty years' 
wanderings ; when He was leading, humbling, testing, &c. ; 
and He would have them " remember" that it was through His 
might — His power — and through nought in themselves — that 
they had been blessed (Deut. viii. 2-18). Exhortations to 
" remember " occur frequently in their history. They were called 
to (i) " Remember," week by week on Sabbath, and year by 
year in Passover, their DELIVERANCE FROM BONDAGE OF 
Egypt (Deut. v. 1 5 ; Ex. xiii. 3) ; as Christians daily, weekly, 
yearly, their deliverance through the precious blood of Christ 
(Eph. i. 7; I Pet. i. 19). (2) What the Lord had done to 
Pharaoh (Deut. vii. 18), type of world-power, that still exer- 
cises mighty sway, and endeavours to keep the Lord's people 
within its grasp; but they should "remember" that Christ 
has " overcome^^ and so may they (John xvi. 33 ; Heb. ii. 14, 15; 
I John V. 4, 5). (3) Amalek, or struggle with flesh. 
(Deut. XXV. 17-19 ; Gal. v. 17 ; Lesson 40). Satan, world, flesh : 
equally active now, as in days of Israel ; but, same Almighty 
power to conquer all. (4) " DAYS OF OLD," OR " YEARS OF MANY 
generations." (Deut. xxxii, 7.) With ancestors, as with selves, 
the Lord's purposes in leading and dealing are expressed in 
Deut. viii. 2. When Abraham and Job were tried, they came 
*' forth as gold" (Lesson 15 ; Job xxiii. 10), but not so the nation 
Israel (as seen in their sad history and state in the present day), 

M 
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because they ^^ retnembered not^ (Isa. Ivii. ii). But the time is 
coming when they shall " remember " the Lord " in far coun- 
tries," be gathered to the land of promise, and restored to His 
favour (Ezek. vi. 8, 9, xvi. 61-63 ; Hos. ii. 14-23 ; Zech. x. 8, 9.) 
How with ourselves ? Does the way seem long ? hard, waste, 
howling desert, with " fiery serpents " biting? (Deut. viii. 15.) 
All weU if the Lord leading. Trouble sent, or permitted, to 
humble, prove, &c. Had Israel vielded themselves and trusted 
implicitly to Jehovah, no need for forty years' wandering. So 
with selves. But murmurings, discontent, rebellion, stiff- 
neckedness, were characteristics then, as often now, and call for 
similar treatment from the God 0/ love. He "brought out" 
that He might " bring in *' (Deut. iv. 37, 38, vi. 23). He leads 
" by the right way," though it be by the " wilderness " (Ps. cvii. 
7 ; Ex. xiii. 18 ; Deut xxix. 5 ; Jer. ii. 6, 7, 17 ; Amos ii. 10), 
designing to bring into good land, to "a city of habitation," 
"whose Builder and Maker is God'* (Heb. xi. io> 16). In "the 
wilderness" He pleads with His people (Ezek. xx. 35 ; Hos. ii. 14), 
Israel of old, and Israel in future literally ; and so with spiritual 
seed of Abraham now, but He gives ample provision by the 
way — " Bread from heaven," Jesus ; " Water of Life," Holy 
Spirit — to support, strengthen, invigorate for journey. Again 
Israel is called to "remember" (5) How they PROVOKED THE 
Lord (Deut. ix. 7), and surely there is too often cause for like 
remembrance among ourselves. And once more (6) Judgments 
on others are to be remembered. Miriam (Deut. xxtv. 9). 
Lot's wife (Luke xvii. 32). All written for '* pur admonition " and 
warning, that we may " remember " all these things now^ and 
not have addressed to us hereafter, as to the rich man in hades — 
4. "REMEMBER . . . THY LIFETIME." No doubt 
at that word all the past rose vividly before him, the wasted life, 
misused talents, lost opportunities, '' good things " appropriated 
to selfdiS if his own; his ignoring of stewardship, and neglecting 
to relieve the wants even of the sufferer "«/ his gate,^* Self-indul- 
gence, idolatry of self, forgetfulness of God ; all this, no doubt 
he remembered then, and, when too late, saw in true colours. 
This warning the more striking, because no great sin (as man 
would say) or crime is charged against him, and it is well calcu- 
lated to make all pause now and '* remember." Some saved from 
drowning have described how whole life brought to mind, as it 
were, in a moment of time ; terrible panorama of forgetfulness 
of God rising up in condemnation, and through God's grace 
and mercy they have been led to accept His free gift of pardon 
and salvation, and devote to Him the life thus spared. Now 
see— 

.5. WHAT GOD DOES, AND DOES NOT, REMEM- 
BER. He remembers unpardoned sins^ though men consider 
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this not (Hos. vii. 2). They forget, or try to do so ; but not so 
God. Only one way to cause God to forget our sins, and that is 
by going to Jesus to be cleansed. When Israel, as a nation, 
shall be brought :to '^ know the Lord,'' and to own Jesus as the 
Messiah, then shall be fulfilled to them the gracious promise, 
" Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more " (Heb. 
viii, 12, X. 17), and so with every poor sinner now, who is 
led by the Spirit to "know" Jesus as Saviour. Then God 
casts all his sins behind His back (Isa. xxxviii. 17), and views 
the pardoned sinner "in Christ," the "Beloved" of the 
Father, in Whom he is " accepted " (Eph. i. 3, 6). Again God 
remembers His people, even when they forget Him, This is 
shown in His tender dealings with backsliding Israel (Jer. xxxi. 
20 ; Ezek. xvi. 60), seeking to draw them back with cords of 
love, and He will yet ^^ remember^* His ^ covenant^^ promise to 
His ancient people (Lev. xxvi. 42, 45 ; Luke i. 72-75 j Rom. xi. 
26, 27). 

Any backslider here ? God speaks to you in solemn words of 
warning in Rev. ii. 5, iii. 3. Has He sent you trial of any sort ? 
It is to call you back to Him, and even now, this day. He calls 
to you as to Israel of old (Isa. xliii. 25, xliv. 21, 22 ; Hos. xiv. 
1-4). Refuse Him not, I pray. Once more, God has ^^ Book of 
remembrance^ for them that fear Him and think "upon His 
Name " (Mai. iii. 16). How blessed to be written there \ and " in 
the Lamb's book of life." How awful the fate of those not 
written therein ! (Rev. xxi. 27, xx. 15.) If the Name of Jesus be 
written on our heart, we may believe our name is in His " book 
of life " Lastlv we ask— 

6. WHAT SHALL WE REMEMBER? "The Name of 
the Lord," the precious Name of Jesus, in Whom alone " salva- 
tion"? (Ps. XX. 7 J Acts iv. 12.) The Lord's gracious dealings 
in the past ! His messages of salvation, warnings, deliverance, 
guidance, promises for future I The words of " the Lord " Jesus ! 
(Acts XX. 35 ; Jude 17.) His "love" (Song i. 4); His death 
(Luke xxii. 19) ; how He was "delivered for our offences, and 
raised, . . .'* &c. (Rom. iv. 25 ; 2 Tim. ii. 8), and then ask, How 
have all these profited ? Has God's mercy in Christ been slighted ? 
or have you pleaded with Him to "remember" His mercies and 
forget your sins ? (Ps. xxv. 6, Ixxix. 8.) And if His salvation has 
been accepted through the Spirii's power, are you, through the 
same Spirit, living to His glory ? Good time to remember these 
things, when lately the thunders of Sinai have shown how 
utterly powerless is man to save himself, how terrible the fate 
of those who try, how perfect and complete the salvation pro- 
vided in Christ. May the Holy Spirit recall and bring home 
all this and much more to the mind of each and all here, and 
so bless to all this word of the living God, " Remember." 



XLIII. 

Zhc Opened £ar ; or, Cbrfst tbe Seri^ant 

Ex. xxi. 2-6 ; Ps. x1. 6 ; Heb. x. 5 ; Isa. xlii. I. 

The Lord Jesus Christ, His offices, attributes, character, are 
continually presented to us in Scripture under some new type 
or shadow. At one time the glories of His Godhead, at another 
the humiliation of His manhood, are seen : the former eternal ; 
the latter, begun *4n the fulness of tAe time" (Gal. iv« 4}, but 
stretching on in infinity of worth, power, and effects— derived 
from the Divinity — into the endless ages of the future. Two 
natures, but ONE Perfect Being ; and every type is needed 
to enable finite minds to grasp something of the glorious, in- 
comprehensible, adorable Redeemer. 

In the opening chapters of Exodus Jesus is presented to us 
as "I AM ;" and not believing Him so to be, brought judg- 
ments on the Jews (John viii. 24). In the Scriptures before us 
to-dav, Jesus is presented to us as — 

1. THE "SERVANT." He was so spoken of by the pro- 
phets (Isa. xlix. 5-9, lii. 13, liii. 11 ; Zech. iii. 8; Matt. xii. 
17-21) ; by Himself, "I am among you as He that serveth" 
(Luke xxii. 27), '^the Son of man came ... to minister" 
(Matt XX. 28) ; by apostles (see Acts iii. 13, 26, iv. 27, 30, in 
each of which passages in the R.V. the word " servant " appears, 
and Phil. ii. 6, 7). AH these clearly show how the Lord Jesiis 
Christ was the Antitype of the " Hebrew servant " of Ex. xxi. 
He was (i) Servant to God. Though Jehovah's "Fellow" 
(Zech. xiii. 7), ** the Son of God," co-equal and co-eternal with 
the Father, yet He "took upon Him the form of a Servant ;" 
and as such He spoke and acted in simple, entire, perfect 
dependence on, and obedience to, the Father : in order to bring 
glory to Jehovah in the salvation of Jew and Gentile (Isa. xlii. 
6-8, and passages in Isaiah above quoted). Jesus, the " Elect," 
or chosen ** Servant," was given as (a) " A Covenant of the 
people^ i,e,^ Israel ; that is, in Him will all covenant blessings 
to God's ancient people be fulfilled, "the tribes of Jacob'* 
" raised up," the " preserved of Israel " " restored." Further, He 
is given as {b) " A Light to the Gentiles^ " Salvation to the 
ends of the earth " (Luke ii. 30 ; Acts xiii. 47). Far-reaching 
service indeed, worthy of Designer and Executor I (2) Servant 
to man, was the Lord Jesus as well as Servant to God. See 
His labours when on earth. St. Mark's Gospel, while markedly 
showing Jesus to be *' Son of God," acknowledged as such even 
by demons and unclean spirits (Mark i. i, 24, iii. 11), yet speci- 
ally sets Him forth as " Servant ; " and many passages tell of 
iHis ceaseless work. In the first three chapters we find Him 
calling disciples, preaching, working miracles, healing diseased 
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and possessed ; so much occupied that He rises ''a great while 
before day " to pray (chap. i. 35). Example to busy ones I He 
had scarcely leisure to eat (iii. 20, vi. 31) till He sought "rest" 
in "desert place ;" and the expression, "as He was" (iv. 36), 
when taken by the disciples into the ship, seems to imply weari- 
ness from the incessant labours of the day. Turn to John xiii. 
and see there Jesus serving. And again, look at the promise 
for future in Luke xii. 37. All this tells of true service mdeed ; 
but it went yet further and deeper, as shown by — 

2. THE OPENED EAR, which tells of willingness, motive 
power, and length of service. At first sight it might seem to 
tell only of attention to God's command. " Speak, Lord ; for 
Thy servant heareth" (i Sam. iii. 9); and truly this was so 
with " the Man Christ Jesus ; " see Isa. 1. 4 ; but ver. 5, with 
Ps. xL 6 marg., and Heb. x., shows deeper meaning. ^^ Ear 
digged^ clearly refers to the type of the " Hebrew servant." 
Observe, also, how the quotation from Ps. x1. is given in Heb. 
X. 6, "-<4 body hast thou prepared Me," and compare with Isa. 
1. 6, and margin of Ex. xxi. 3, " with His body." With human 
" body " Jehovah-Jesus came into the world in order to accom- 
plish, as " Servant," the work the Father had given Him to do. 
He gave His "back" to the smiters; and as the Hebrew ser- 
vant must bear the mark of servitude, so the blessed Lord Jesus 
bears the marks on His risen " body " (John xx. 27). We have 
said (i) Willingness characterised the service. The Hebrew 
servant might have had liberty in Sabbatical year, for God's 
people might not be sold as bondmen (Lev. xxv. 39-42). So the 
Lord Jesus might have enjoyed unbroken Sabbatical rest after 
the creation ; but as the servant gave up his privilege, so the 
blessed Lord far, far more, when He descended from heiglit of 
glory to take ** form of servant," and it was purely voluntary^ 
" Lo ! I come." " I delight to do Thy will, O my God ! " (Heb. 
X. 5-9 ; Ps. xl. 7-10). At the age of twelve we find Jesus intent 
on His "Father's business" (Luke ii. 49), and so throughput 
His ministry (John iv. 34, vi. 38, ix. 4, x. 25). His "meat" was 
to do the Father's will, and to " work the works " of Him that 
sent Him, till He could say it was "finished" (John xvii. 4, xix. 
30). He was "obedient unto death;" and thus He accom- 
plished the work of redemption, by virtue of which Israel as a 
nation shall yet be saved, and every one who — through faith — 
is likewise of Abraham's " seed" (John xi. 49-52 ; Gal. iii. 29). 
See, further, the (2) motive power which called forth this 
service was Love, To master, wife, children, in Hebrew 
servant (Ex. xxi. 5) ; in Jesus to Father, Church, and every 
member of the same. We have already traced something of 
His love and obedience to the Father under last head, but see 
also John xiv. 31, x. 18 ; Heb. v. 8 ; while Eph. v. 25-27 tells 
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of the Lord's love to the Church ; and John x. and xiii. to 
individual members thereof, spoken of in John x. under the 
figure of ^* sheep ;" but in Isa. viii. 18, with Heb. ii. 13, called 
His "children, "given** by Father (see also John x. 29^ xvii. 
6^ 9, II, 12, xviii. 9}. Wondrous love indeed that could 
descend from heaven's glories to serve God and man, and be 
obedient even unto death. The willing " Servant," actuated by 
love, paid the whole debt, exhausted every vial of wrath, and 
reaped untold blessings, for all led through the Spirit's power to 
belief in His finished work, and the Father's acceptance of 
same. And see (3) length and effect of service. As 
when " the heavens and the earth were finished " God rested 
from creating^ but did not cease io preserve (Col. i. 17 ; John 
V. 17), so Jesus — though work of redempti0n accomplished — 
does not cease from advocating the cause of His people above 
(Heb. vii. 25) and dwelling in them by the Spirit. He now 
works f/f, with, and through them (Gal. ii. 20 ; i Cor. xv. 10 ; 
Mark xvi. 20). The wife, the children, cannot be separated 
from the willing servant ; nor can any member of Christ — pur- 
chased with His own precious blood, and given by the Father 
— be ever separated from Him. We see in John vi. 37-39 how 
Jesus is bound by love to the Father to accomplish His will in 
receiving and raising from the dead all thus " given." Linked 
to Jesus for ever, there is perfect security alike for the feeblest 
babe in Christ as for the most advanced believer, because their 
salvation is based on the eternal counsels and covenant love of 
Jehovah ; and each sinner rescued from perdition is the result 
of the " Servant's " work, and proof of His love to the Father, 
to Whom He is pledged for their everlasting salvation. What 
blessed security ! What can shake it ? To doubt the power 
of Jesus to carry out the Father's will would dishonour His 
sacred Name. To doubt God's ** record " concerning His Son 
is to make Him a liar (i John v. 9-13). May all here rather 
humbly and thankfully accept it, and then ask what effect it 
should have on life ? Surely the result should be — 

3. SERVICE OF LOVE. Could the wife and children of 
"Hebrew servant" fail to love him, when he had given up 
liberty for them? Surely not. And can we fail to love Jesus, 
who gave up so much for us? His humiliation, service, sacri- 
fice, were for us : first to save us from death eternal, and then 
to set us an example (i Pet. ii. 21) as servants, and teach us the 
true secret of service — Le,^ love to and dependence on God. 
Christ's service sprang from love, and if " we love Him, because 
He first loved us" (i John iv. 19), we shall seek to serve Him. 
" If ye love Me, keep My commandments," said our Lord (John 
xiv. 15). To keep His commandments is to abide in His love, 
even as He abode in the Father's love ; and this very service 
of love begets for the disciples oi" Jesus — the servants of the 



The Opened Ear ; or, Christ the Servant. 173 

Lord — the more endearing title of "friends" (John xv. 7-15 ; 
and in other Scriptures spoken of as "bride" (John iii. 29), 
" children." Wife and children, who love husband and father, 
are ever ready to do his bidding ; and so should it be with the 
Lord's people. But first, important 'question, Has the year of 
liberty come to you ? Have you been set free from the bondage 
of Satan ? As not //// then can any become willing servants to 
Christ. Set free in the year of liberty, but bound henceforth by 
the stronger ties of love and gratitude ; " the Lord's freeman " 
becomes His willing servant for ever (i Cor. vii. 22). Is this 
your case ? Are you ready to do the Lord's bidding ? to walk 
in His steps? going about doing good, practising self-denial, 
humility, obedience even unto death? Yes, to witness for 
Jesus, even should it cost your life ? Who knows how some 
here may be put to this test? for persecutions there will be 
again, and martyrdoms as of old. Jesus shrank not from cruel 
death for us ? Could we face it for Him ? The Hebrew servant 
walked deliberately to the door-post ; Jesus to the place of His 
crucifixion (Luke ix. 51), that He might raise us to share His 
kingdom and glory. Martyrs have been given courage from 
His example — sustaining power-^and the glorious prospect 
before them — to endure tortures. Can you face even the cold- 
ness of friends, or the sneer or harsh word, for Jesus ? Think 
of Him as "Servant," and ask, has it produced on you the 
effect it ought ? Are you " bearing about in the body the dying" — 
or " putting to death" — " of the Lord Jesus ?" (2 Cor. iv. 10, 11, 
marg. R.V.), and are you manifesting His life ? Le,, showing by 
your life that you are " dead to sin," and through His sustaining 
grace are ready to bear all — ^as did Paul for His sake. Most 
interesting to observe — as has been remarked — that in Isaiah, 
from xl.-liii., the title "Servant of the Lord" occurs nineteen 
times ; after liii. 1 1, " My righteous Servant," &c., the word 
"Servant" disappears, and that of "servants" is introduced, 
occurring ten times in remaining chapters ; beautifully showing 
how, that after the atonement of the suffering Servant ; Jesus 
is glorified, and His redeemed ones are identified with Him in 
service ; assured of safety from all enemies, and given prospect 
of glorious heritage ; sustained meanwhile, through conflict and 
trial, by the same blessed hope as the inspired Apostle (i Cor. 
iv. 9-13 ; 2 Cor. iv. 10-18). 

How full of teaching is the type before us ! The name 
" Servant " — given by the Father — and the service of the Son, are 
alike recorded for our admonition ; and proceeding " from above,** 
must reascend in praise and glory to God, by Whose grace all 
saved through the finished work of " Righteous Servant ; " and 
who — in their turn, after model of great Example — serve Him 
first on earth, and hereafter above for ever (Rev. xxii. 3-6), 



XLIV. 

Zhc Spetlastfttd Covenant 

Heb. xiii. 20, ix. I5>22. 

Magnificent subject, reaching backwards before time was, 
and onwards through endless ages of eternity. Every blessing 
received, all glory enjoyed, and yet to be revealed, dependent on 
God's covenant mercy, founded on blood-shedding. 

Subject of deepest importance I May the Holy Spirit bring 
it home to each heart as we meditate thereon. 

1. THE WORD COVENANT generally means an agreement 
between two or more persons, and is used in that sense at times 
in Scripture (see Gen. xxvi. 28 ; i Sam. xviii. 3). It was such a 
" covenant," that the Israelites were forbidden to enter into with 
the Canaanites (Ex. xxiii. 32, xxxiv. 12), but God's Covenant has 
a deeper meaning which will be seen more clearly as we proceed. 

It may be described as the disposition of things according to 
His Divine purpose and will. Thus in Jeremiah xxxiii. 20, we 
find Jehovah speaking of His ** covenant of the day and ... of 
the night," meaning that He. the Creator, by Whom " all things 
consist," had arranged, ordered, fixed their continuance by 
unfailing laws, made and upheld by Himself, the Three in One 
God. Day and night were no parties to the " covenant,** it de- 
pended on Jehovah alone. So God's covenant with Noah, and 
"every living creature" (Lesson 13). Man was to be recipient 
of God's gracious promise, but all sprangy>VM and depended 
on His sovereign grace, His purpose or WilL The Greek word 
(Jia^injs) means both " testament " and ** covenanty^ hence the 
simile in Heb. ix. 16, 17 R.V. As man's testamentary disposi- 
tions come into force only after death, so the covenant of God's 
love and grace takes force from the death of His beloved Son. 

2. TWO COVENANTS are generally spoken of, i>., that of 
works— "i?^" and "live,"— and that of "grace,"— "^^//«^^» 
and "be saved," described Gal. iii. 12, iv. 24-31 ; Rom. x. 5; 
i^cts xvi. 31 ; and the idea is common, that whereas the former 
was made at Sinai, through Moses, the giver of the law, the 
latter was not known till the time of our Lord, by Whom came 
"grace and truth." But God's Word distinctly teaches that 
the covenant of grace was given 430 years before the law 
(Gal. iii. 17), and being "confirmed before of God in Christ," 
could not be disannulled by the law, " that it should make the 
promise of none effect." It is important to bear this in mind, 
and in order the better to understand it, look at the — 

3. COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM. In Gen. xii. 1-7 
God reveals to Abraham something of His purposes of grace, 
but in chap. xv. He enters into a solemn covenant with him, and 
as the covenant with Noah followed the burnt-offering, so with 
Abraham, \\. followed y\i^ sacrifice offered in obedience to God's 
command, and further was ^ confirmed^ after Isaac — as type of 
Jesus — was "offered up," "by faith ;" and the ram slain as 
substitutionary sacrifice (Gen. xxii. 16-18); all alike pointing to 
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the truth, that the covenant was founded on blood:shedding. 
Each time, it is the unchangeable Jehovah Who covenants, and 
His Will or purpose cannot be put aside. 

Israel's whole future seems typified in Gen. xv., the furnace 
picturing their trials and judgments, the "burning lamp" their 
deliverance. The Egyptian furnace is clearly alluded to ver. 13 : 
and their deliverance therefrom (Deut. iv. 20) was the result of 
God's covenant with Abraham (Lesson 13). In like manner it 
was because of this same covenant mercy, that in other troubles 
the Israelites were not utterly consumed (2 Kings xiii. 23 ; 
2 Chron. xxi. 7). Again, the Babylonish captivity was another 
"furnace," from whence, in accordance with the same covenant 
mercy, Jehovah brought them forth. And once more, we believe 
it likewise points to " the great tribulation " yet to come upon 
Israel (Jer. xxx. 7 ; Ezek. xxii. 19-22 ; Dan. xii. i ; Matt, xxi v. 
21 ; Rev. vii. 14 R.V.), terrible "furnace" indeed ! from whence 
they will be finally delivered, and God's covenant mercy and 
promises completely fulfilled, by and through Christ their 
" Salvation," Who shall go forth "as a Lamp that burneth," 
antitype of the vision seen by Abraham (Isa. Ixii. i, 11, 12). 

The "horror of great darkness" was, as it were, the fore- 
boding of troubles, but while these were brought to Abraham's 
mind, God's mighty deliverance was also seen. Often now 
great " darkness " comes over the Lord's people in foreseeing the 
furnace, through which they will be called to pass ; but then the 
" burning Lamp " is shown by God's grace ; the fire of Christ's 
love in giving Himself, " through the eternal Spirit," and thus 
redeeming them from the furnace of God's wrath. And His 
presence will be with them in every " fiery trial " that may be 
^ent. The " burning lamp that passed between those pieces," no 
doubt consumed them, telling of God's acceptance of the sacri- 
fice as with Gideon and Manoah (Jud. vi. 21, xiii. 20, 23), each 
and all pointing to the acceptance of the Great Sacrifice. 

As to the fulfilment of God's covenant promise to Abraham's 
"seed" (Gen. xv. 5) ; see Lesson 18. The promise concerning 
the "land" (vs. 7, 18) was partially fulfilled in Joshua's days 
according to limits fixed (Num. xxxiv. 2, 5, &c.), greatly ^ 
extended in the days of David and Solomon (2 Chron. ix. 26), 
but it is yet to be possessed in its entirety by God's ancient 
people, resting on the changelessness of Jehovah's covenant pro- 
mise to Abraham* How grand ! How glorious ! And yet — such 
is man — no sooner had Israel, as a nation, experienced God's 
grace and love in delivering them from the Egyptian furnace, in 
remembrance of His covenant (Ex. ii. 24, vi. 5), than they 
voluntarily undertook the — 

4. COVENANT OF HOREB (Ex. xxiv. i-ii ; Deut. iv. 
10-13), placing themselves under law^ instead of under grace; 
undertaking to "^1? all the words which the Lord had said" 
(Lesson 41), though utterly impossible; instead of looking to 
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Jehovah, Who had already effected such wonders oa their 
behalf, and thus they placed themselves at a distance from God 
(Ex. xix. 8, 9, xxiv. 3, 7). 

But neither was this covenant "dedicated without blood'' 
(Ex. xxiv. 6-8 ; Heb. ix. 18-20), as if to show God's grace, and 
to teach Israel how they might be ^ made nigh " (Eph. ii. 13 ; 
Zech. ix. 11) ; although they had undertaken what could only 
keep them " afar off." Behold " the God of Israel " in majestic 
punty above, and man in utter helplessness below, with altar 
and " burnt-offerings " (Ex. xxiv. 10, 4, 5), pointing to only meet- 
ing-place between God and man, only ground of acceptance 
since fall, and not less needed after, than before Sinai ; for^— 

5. THE BROKEN COVENANT marks Israel's history 
from that time forward. The worship of the golden calf might 
well call forth anger of Moses ; and oroken tables but too truly 
picture broken law (Ex. xxxi. 18, xxxii. 15-19; Deut. ix. 7-17 ; 
Lesson 41). But the tables being renewed, and the '^ten 
words " again written, they were placed in the " Ark of the Cove- 
nant ^ or testimony (Ex. xxxiv. 27-29, xl. 20 ; Deut. ac 1-5) to 
testify against Israel (Deut. xxxi. 26}, and ^Him in Whose heart 
the law was hidden. Israel was warned against breaking the 
covenant, their doing so foretold, and the terrible consequences 
shown fDeut. iv. 9, 23, 24, xxix. 24, 25, xxxi. ic 21 ; Lev. xxvi. 
15, &c.) ; but Scripture records how these warnings were 
despised, the covenant "forsaken," ^'Sabbaths" (special sign 
thereof, Ex. xxxi. 16) " broken," the covenant of priesthood 
"defiled" (Num. xxv. 12, 13 ; Neh. xiii. 29; Mai. ii. 4, 5), and 
the consequent judgments poured out (i Kings xix. 10 ; Isa. xxiv. 
5 ; Jer. xx. 8, 9, xxxi. 32 ; Ezek. xx. 12, 13, xxii. 8; Hos. viii. i). 
Such is a covenant when depending on man; but turn now to — 

a THE "EVERLASTING COVENANT," or "^wr^f mercies 
of David" (Isa. iv. 3), which, depending sokly upon Jehovah, 
cannot be broken, forgotten, or set aside (Lev. xxvi. 44 ; Deut^ 
iv. 31 ; Jud. ii I ; I Kings viii. 23 ; t Chron. xvi. 17 ; Neh. ix. 
32 ; Isa. liv. 10 ; Luke i. 72). Could words be stronger ? 
Before the world was, the three Persons of the Godhead agree 
to accomplish in time the sovereign will, or purpose of grace, 
revealed to Abraham as "everlasting" (Gen. xvii. 13, 19), and 
which, being wrapped up in the " Seed," />., Christ, includes 
every soul who is Christ's (Gal. iii. 29). By and through faith in 
promised " Seed," Who came and died (John xii. 24), is every 
poor sinner now saved, and brought into covenant relationship 
with Jehovah (Rom. iii. 30; Eph. ii. 12, 13). As was every 
Israelite of old whose eye of faith beheld in each sacrifice the 
" Lamb slain " — in the purpose of God — " from the foundation 
of the world" (Rev. xiii. 8); (therefore before one animal was 
offered in sacrifice, though typified in each and all.) 

See in Deut xxix. i, 9-15, when Moses is addressing the new 
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generation in the " land of Moab " (all who left Egypt having 
died, Num. xiv. 28, 29, xxvi. 63-65), he leads their thoughts to 
other covenant than " of Horeb," even to that which God sware 
to Abraham, on which depended all His purposes of grace to- 
wards Israel The nation was chosen in His love long before 
it existed (Deut. vii. 7-9, xxxii. 8), just as every member of 
Church (Ps. cxxxix. 16 ; £ph. i. 4X for no merit of theirs. So 
with David (Isa. Iv. 3 ; 2 Sam. vii. 8, 16, xxiii. 5), only failure 
in him and his ^ house ; " but he rested on the everlasting 
covenant of the changeless Jehovah (Ps. Ixxxix. 3, 28-34 ; Jer. 
xxxiii. 20, 21). The " sure mercies " clearly point to Jesus, His 
death, and resurrection (Luke i. 68-75 \ ^c^s xiii. 32-37, iii. 25, 
26). *' All the promises of God in Him are yea, and . . . Amen, 
unto the glory of God" (2 Cor. i. 20). Jesus was given " for a 
Covenant of the people" — Israel (Isa, xlii. 6 ; Lesson 43), but 
they would none of Him ; and while Israel is set aside, cove- 
nant blessings flow out to the spiritual seed of Abraham. Be- 
ware, lest follow Israel's example, and rejecting God's grace, 
seek to reach heavenly Canaan by works ! Salvation, standing, 
all " grace" (Rom. iii. 24 ; i Pet. v. 10, 12). ^Christ's, all the 
rest follows (Rom. iv. 16, viii. 17, 32-39). See that ye " neglect" 
not '*so great salvation." But though Israel set aside for a 
while, God in grace promises to make — 

7. A NEW COVENANT with them (Jer. xxxi. 31-34, xxxii. 
40-42 ; Ezek. xvi. 60-63, xxxi v. 25, xxxvii. 25-28 ; Rom. xi. 26, 
27 ; Heb. viii. 6, 13, x. 16, 17) to replace that made in Horeb. 
He will put His law in their hearts. He will lead them to 
" Fountam." He will send " Messenger," " Mediator of a 
better'* — "the new Covenant," even Messiah, Whom they will 
look upon, mourn for, and be accepted in (Zech. xii. 10^ &c., 
xiii. I ; Mai. iii. i ; Heb. ix. 15, xii. 24) ; and whose "precious 
blood " they will then know to be true " blood of the everlast- 
ing covenant" Observe our Lord's words at institution of 
Lord's Supper, Luke xxii. 20 ; i Cor. xi. 25, and see that in 
Matt. xxvi. 28, Mark xiv. 24 R.V., the word " new " is omitted, 
being only in some of the old MSS., as if to show that under 
Gospel dispensation of grace we have nought to do with cove- 
nant of Horeb ; but it will be " new^ to Israel, who still hold 
to Sinaitic covenant of works. Before new given, "the prince" 
(as foretold by Dan. ix. 26, 27) shall come, and make false 
covenant with Israel ; who will receive him^ though they did 
not receive Jesus (John v. 43) ; but the covenant wiU be broken, 
persecution and tribulation follow (Rev. xiii. 14, 15), and ^^ the 
Deliverer" shall come (Rom. xi. 26), and the " everlasting cove- 
nant of peace" be bestowed. See how every blessing to Jew 
and Gentile all spring from God's covenant grace and mercy in 
Christ. May all here, through the Spirit's power, be made par- 
takers thereof. 



XLV. 

trbe tabernacle ; or, *' ©o& wftb us/* 

Ex. XXV. xxvi. 30, xxxv.-xxxvlii.; Acts vii. 44 ; Heb. viii. 5. (Sup. A.) 

Glorious and beauteous type of the Lord Jesus Christ as 
(lod's dwelling-place in the midst of His people (John ii. 19-21). 
" Pattern of things in the heavens " (Heb. ix. 23)^ and type of the 
Church, as " Habitation of God through the Spirit " (Eph. ii. 22). 
In it see ** God in Christ " meeting, reconciling, and taber- 
nachng with men. 

The tabernacle with its two divisions, furniture and coverings, 
stood in a large open court (give general description) surrounded 
by the twelve tribes. Every detail is full of rich, deep teaching, 
but as only those whom the Lord chose, called, and fitted, could 
execute His work of the tabernacle (Ex. xxxi. i-ii, xxxv. 30-35, 
xxxviii. 21-23), so now only those whom He calls and prepares, 
giving to them *' the Spirit of God in wisdom," and putting into 
their heart to teach, can work out to their own soul's comfort, 
or the instruction of others, the precious truths contained in the 
type before us. May He so fit and teach all here ! 

Repeated injunctions were given to Moses, that all should 
be done according to pattern given in Mount (Ex. xxv. 9, xxvii. 
8). God's will and mind learnt, must keep close to JFIis word in 
Ats work, in order to do Him acceptable service. Taking each 
portion of the Tabernacle in the order given on the Mount, we 
have revealed to us, Jehovah coming forA in grace from His 
habitation of glory to seek the lost sinner, meet his fullest 
need, and bring him back to Himself in His own divinely 
appointed way.; changing the far-off sinner into a worshipping 
saint, having access through Christ to the Father by the Spirit 
(Eph. ii. 18). Behold then with wondering awe and adoring 
gratitude, Jehovah desires that — 

L "A SANCTUARY" be made for Him, that He may dwell 
among His people (Ex. xxv. 8, 9, xxix. 45). Tlius He gives to 
Moses to realise the desire previously expressed, that he might 
*' prepare Him an habitation" (Ex.xv. 2). He Whom "the heaven 
of heavens cannot contain" (i Kings viii. 27) yet deigns to 
dwell in place prepared by man. Materials to be provided by 
free-will offerings of devoted hearts, moved by grace of God to 
give back of His own, given to them (Ex. xxv. 1-9, xxxv. 5-9, 21- 
29, xxxvi. 3 ; see 2 Cor. viii. 5, ix. 7, 15). A Sanctuary is (i) A 
Holy Place, because the abode of Deity (Ps. cii. 19), therefore 
to be reverenced (Lev. xix. 30). (2) Sacked Shelter, for all 
are safe who take refuge there. Such is Jehovah-Jesus, God in 
Christ (Isa. viii. 14 ; Jer. xvii. 12 ; Ezek. xi. 16). (3) Place of 

STRENGTH AND BEAUTY (Ps. XCvi. 6). (4) PLACE TO LEARN 

God's ways (Ps. Ixiii. 2, Ixviii. 24, Ixxiii. 17, Ixxvii. 13). (5) To 
praise Him (Ps. cxxxiv. 2, cl. i). (6) To receive help (Ps. 
XX. 2). God in Christ throughout. Wondrous truth that God 
should tabernacle in flesh, in Person of Son ! (John i. i, 2, 14.) 
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More wondrous still that He deigns to dwell "with contrite 
and humble" (Isa. lyii. 15), those who love and keep His words 
(John xiv. 23), and live separate from the world ! (2 Cor. vi. 16 ; 
I Cor. iii. 16, 17 R.V. marg.) And in eternal state, He will 
" tabernacle " among men for ever (Rev. xxi. 3). Do all here 
know Jesus as " Emmanuel," ** God with us *' ? Do all know 
God in Christ as " Sanctuary " ? Is each heart a ** Sanctuary " 
for Him ? Has the prayer gone forth, " Abide with us?** (Luke 
xxiv. 29.) Of the furniture of Tabernacle — 

2. THE ARK OF THE COVENANT is Jhe first named. 
Visible symbol of the invisible Jehovah (see John i. 18, xiv. 9). 
It was made of (i) Shittim Wood. Wood typifies humanity 
of Jesus. The cutting down of tree to make ark — His death on 
the cross (Dan. ix. 26 : " cut off"), while the shittim wood figures 
incorruption, (Acts ii. 27-32 Sup. B.) Thus death and resurrec- 
tion foreshadowed, as Jesus *' foreordained'' to be Saviour 
(i Pet. i. 20), when yet in ** bosom of Father," amidst the glories 
of heaven pictured by (2) the pure gold, which was alone 
visibUy and which tells also of His intrinsic worth and Divinity; 
while the crown of gold speaks to us of "the King eternal." 
(i Tim. i. 17 R.V.) (3) The purpose of ark was to preserve 
INTACT. So elect family from flood of judgment. Elect child 
from waters of death (Lessons 12, 32). And elect people by and 
in Christ, from the curse of broken law which would be to them 
*♦ the ministration of death " (2 Cor. iii. 7). The ark of covenant 
preserved intact, unbroken, God's will on second set of tables in 
the midst of His erring people (Lesson 41). So truly was it 
kept intact by Jesus in every sense of the word, and the ark 
seen in heaven tells, as rainbow, of ever faithful covenant-keep- 
ing Jehovah (Rev. xi. 19, xv. 5 ; Lesson 44). What the (a) 
Contents of ark were in the wilderness we learn in Heb. ix. 
4 with Ex. xvi. 32-34 ; Num. xvii. 10. In the temple there was 
nought but the tables of stone (i Kings viii. 9). (^) The 
staves and rings denote travelling. ' Jehovah led and accom- 
panied Israel in their wanderings. In Solomon's days the 
staves were drawn out, ark having temporary resting-place in 
temple (i Kings viii. 6, 8 ; Ps. cxxxii. 8). 

3. " MERCY-SEAT " (Heb. ix. 5, R.V. marg.) Christ having 
in life, magnified "the law" (Isa. xlii. 21) ; through death, became 
Propitiatory or Mercy-Seat (Rom. iii. 25, R.V. marg., same word 
in Greek ; i John ii. 2, iv. 10). (i) Pure gold. True mercy 
comes from heaven alone, was ** manifested " in ** the Lord from 
heaven," and grace reigns " through righteousness " (Rom. v. 21 ; 
Ps. Ixxxv. 10). (2) Sprinkled with blood on great day of 
atonement. Assurance of acceptance on ground of " reconcilia- 
tion*' vcidA^y atonement accomplished, (Lev. xvi. 10-17, 34 > Dan. 
ix. 24; 2 Cor. V. 18-21 ; Heb. ii. 17; Rom. v. II R.V.) The 
natural heart thinks of God with terror, but admitted by the 
Holy Spirit to **the secret of His tabernacle," he beholds Him 
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** LOVR** (Ps. xxvii. 5 ; i John iv. 8, 16), purporting from midst 
of His throne of *' righteousness " to lead sinners back to Him- 
self through the incarnation and death of His beloved Son* 

4 THE CHERUBIM. First seen with "flaming sword" 
guarding way to ^tree of life" (Gen. iiL 24). Here, as sup- 
porters of God's throne of grace and mercy. He dwelt between, 
and from thence communicated with His servants (Ex. xxv. 22 ; 
Num. vii. 89 ; i Sam. iv. 4 ; 2 Kings xix. 15 ; Isa. xxxvii. 16). 
Dwelling between was indicative of mercy ; over{2iS Ezek. i. 22, 
26, ix. 3, &c., X. 1,2, 18), of coming judgment. Observe the che- 
rubim were(i) beaten out of one piece with the mercy seat. 
This may point — as some think — to " heirs of God," to whom is 
"reserved" "an inheritance incorruptible," &c. (Rom. viii. 17 ; 
I Pet. i. 3, 4.) " Glorious within ; " " clothing of wrought gold " 
(Ps. xlv. 13) ; one with Christ in suffering and glory; "called 
. . . justified . . . glorified " (2 Tim. ii. 12 ; Rom. viii. 29, 30). 
Again, (2) They gaze at the mercy-seat, betokening depen- 
dence on Jehovah, and awe and admiration at the wonders of 
redeeming love, carrying thoughts onwards to the " living crea- 
tures" "in the midst of the throne*' above, praising God and 
"the Lamb" Who was "slain" (Rev. iv. 6-9, v. 6-9, xxii. 3). 
Worthy object indeed I And (3) Their expanded wings tell 
of readiness for service (i Chron. ix. 13, xxviiu 13 ; Rom. xii. i ; 
Eph. vi. 7 ; I Thess. i. 9 ; Heb. xii. 28). 

5. TABLE OF SHEWBREAD, with crown of gold. One 
substance with ark, because representing the same Lord in Divi- 
nity, Humanity, Royalty ; while staves and rings again denote its 
travelling character, (i) The " Bread of Presence," or pre- 
sentation (Lev. xxiv. 5-9), speaks of Jesus the " Bread of Life," 
now " in the Presence of God for us " (John vi. ; Heb. ix. 24) ; 
" before the Lord continually." (2) The " Fine Floub " re- 
presents His manhood. Corn bruised and baked to produce it. 
Jesus true " Bread-corn bruised," " bruised for our miquities " 
(Isa. liii. 5). " Offering made by fire of a sweet savour unto the 
Lord " (Lev. ii. 9 ; Eph. v. 2). The (3) Frankincense is em- 
blematic of His merits, perfections, and entire devotion to God ; 
while the (4) Seven days show the Father's complete delight 
and satisfaction in Son (Matt. iii. 17). Then given as "food" 
to His people. Under the Mosaic dispensation only " priests " 
ate ; under the Gospel dispensation the humblest believer is 
" priest " (i Pet. ii. 5, 9). Therefore all the Lord's people now 
are privileged to partake of the " Living Bread." (5) Twelve 
loaves recall twelve tribes and twelve "apostles of Lamb" 
(Rev. xxi. 12, 14}, and tell of ample provision in Jesus to supply 
the need of all His people, whether Israel or the Church. 
Twelve also administrative number. Tribes should have admi- 
nistered to the nations around : will do so in future (Isa. Ixvi. 
19). So Church now — built on apostles (Eph. ii. 20) — ^privileged 
and commissioned to brenk to others the " Bread of Life." To 
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administer, must feed. How with you? All are invited, ^^Now 
ready" (Luke xiv. 17). 

6. CANDLESTICK. Jesus "Light" as well as "Life." 
" God is Light :" Jesus is God (John i. i, 4, viii. 12 ; i John i. 
5). Jesus came forth from ** the excellent," or " Majestic 
glory," as effulgence, or outshining thereof, to bring many sons 
to, that He might be crowned with (2 Pet. i. 17 R.V. marg. ; 
Heb. i. 3, ii. 9, 10). The Candlestick was of (i) PURE gold 
BEATEN. Jesus of Divine purity, excellence, intrinsic worth, 
yet made " perfect through sufferings." (2) The Bowls for 
OIL, KNOPS, AND FLOWERS tell of the Incarnate Word, in all 
fulness of Spirit's power and energy, bringing forth fruit and 
flowers to glory of God (John iii. 34 ; Luke iv. 18) ; while 
the (3) BEAUTEOUS WORKMANSHIP tells of the "altogether 
lovely " (Song v. 16), and those " created" in Him " unto good 
works " (Eph. ii. 10). (4) The branches typify Church bear- 
ing fruit — ^like stem — because united to and abiding in Him 
(John XV. 4, 5) ; and " flowers," /.^., " adorning^ the doctrine," 
&c. (Tit. ii. 10). Observe, they are (5) seven with stem, not 
without ; "complete in Him" (Col. ii. 10). And the (6) seven 
lamps testify to full power and energy of Spirit connected 
with completion and perfect efficacy of Saviour's work, to 
be reflected by Church (Zech. iv. 2, 12 ; Ps. Ixviii. 18 ; John vii, 
39 ; Rev. iii. i, iv. 5 ; Eph. iii. 10). The risen Christ gives to 
Church unfailing supplies of " Golden Oil," that each member 
may "shine" (Phil. ii. 15) for Him — "over against the 
Candlestick" (Num. viii. 2, 3), to "glory of God" (Phil, i. 
11). Are you shining for Jesus? (7) No MEASURE given of 
Candlestick, as if not to limit size of Church ; while the one 
talent pure gold tells of the " one body^l* or " glorious Church " 
(i Cor. xii. 13 ; Eph. v. 27). (8) Candlestick throws 
light on Shewbread, revealing the full provision of Father's 
house. Jesus " Life " and •* Light," and by Light of Spirit is 
revealed in all His fulness (i Cor. ii. 10). Life and Light 
inseparably connected. Without light from Candlestick holy 
place in darkness. Without Christ in soul, dark Indeed. Have 
we that Light within ? 

Thus far have traced in type before us, the Eternal " Word " 
coming forth from " the bosom of the Father " and eternal glory, 
to tabernacle among men. "Immanuel," "God with us" 
(Matt. i. 23), to be their " Life " and " Light." But men would 
not come to get life (John v. 40). They comprehended not 
Light, but preferred darkness (John i. 5, iii. 19). Hence the 
*• Coverings " (Lesson 46). Hence the dwelling-place of the 
world's Light hidden. But disciples invited to " come and see ;" 
yea more, to abide ^^with Him" (John i. 38, 39). Must enter 
the Sanctuary to behold this perfect Light. Have you visited 
the dwelling-place of Incarnate Word and abode with Him? 
May Holy Spirit lead all here to Jesus. 



XLvr. 
XTbc XTabcrnaclc : or, " Xtbc Xorb will provibc/' 

Ex. xxvi., xxviL, xxx., xxxvi.-xl. 

Resuming study of Tabernacle, observe first how it, and every- 
thing therein, must be '^ anointed " (Ex. xl. 9) before fit for ser- 
vice, or habitation of " the Holy One." So with each here, 
unless receive '^ unction from the Holy One" (i John ii. 20, 27) 
can neither know nor serve God, nor be fit dwelling-place 
for the " High and lofty One" (Isa, Ivii. 15). May each present 
receive such '^ anointing !" Consider now the coverings. (Sup. C.) 

1. CURTAIN OF ** FINE TWINED LINEN," &c. Won- 
drous truth I great mystery ! " God was manifest in the flesh " 
(i Tinv iii. 16; Luke i. 35 ; Matt. i. 23). Perfect Man, God, 
King, Saviour, all here portrayed, (i) Fine linen. Spotless 

Kurity of "the Man Christ Jesus" (i Tim. ii. 5 ; i Pet. ii. 22). 
Ian was needed to meet man's need, for God cannot die ; 
hence the incarnation. (2) Blue. Ethereal, heavenly ; such 
is Christ, "the Lord from heaven" (John iii. 13, 31, vi. 62, xvi. 
28 ; I Cor. XV. 47 : Eph. iv. 9, 10 ; Col. ii. 9). Deity gave 
infinite worth to sacrifice on Calvary. (3) Purple, Royalty. 
Jesus was acknowledged " King" at birth and death (Matt. ii. 2; 
John xviii. 37, xix. 3, 19--22 ; i Tim. vi. 15 ; Luke xix. 38 ; Zech. 
ix. 9) ; and will yet reign in Zion, as now in hearts of His 
people (Ps. ii. ; Isa. xxiv. 23; Mic. iv, 7; i Cor. xv. 25). (4) 
Scarlet, death (Sup. D). Blue and scarlet make purple ; so 
"the Lord from heaven," through death vanquished foe (Heb. 
ii. 14), and ascended in triumph to heaven as ^ King of glory," 
Ps. xxiv. (which rightfully from all eternity), having accom- 
plished atonement for all who will believe. Scarlet thread- 
like golden — ^running through Scripture. (5) Golden Cheru- 
bim, see Lesson 45. All beautifully blended together, forming 
one harmonious whole. So the pure, heavenly, royal Sufferer,* 
One Perfect Being, the Christ of God, "Beloved" and 
" Delight" of " Father" (Matt.- iii. 17, xvii. 5 ; Prov. viii. 30), 
and of all who know Him as Saviour (Song i. 7, ii. 8, v. 10, 15). 
(6) Uniform measure of each curtain, tells of unity, consis- 
tency, and perfect harmony. Two sets of five, speak of the two 
aspects of character, as towards God and towards man. The 
ten curtains forming (7) One Tabernacle (Ex. xxvi. i, 6), so 
One Christ, in Whom dwelleth all " the fulness of the God- 
head bodily" (Col. ii. 9). One body once crucified, now in glory 
(2 Cor. xiii. 4; Acts vii. 55, 56; Heb. x. 12). And one mystic 
body, of divers elements, blended — through the Spirit's union 
with the risen Lord — into one harmonious whole (i Cor. xii. 12, 
13 ; Gal. iii. 28 ; Col. iii. 11). 

2. "CURTAINS OF GOATS' HAIR;" called "tent," as first, 
" tabernacle" (Ex. xxxvi. 14 \ Sup. E.) (i) Humanity ok OUR 
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BLESSED Lord. Beauty of first covering hidden by second, 
divinity hidden in humanity. First covering seen only by those 
admitted within the Sanctuary. Beauties and glories of the 
Christ seen only by the Lord's people. To men in general 
now, as when Jesus was on earth, they are hidden. The world 
sees only " tYitZlikeness of sinful flesh " (Rom. viii. 3). Further, 
goats* hair betokens (2) Stranger life, and sin-bearing. 
(Sup. F.) Jesus was separated to God as Nazarite (Num. vi.), 
and despised as Nazarene (Matt. ii. 23 ; John i. 45, 46). ^ Sepa- 
rate ^^;w sinners'^ (Heb. vii. 26), lonely stranger meeting judg- 
ment (as typified by taches of brass) when separated from God 
(Matt. xxvi. 46), because^ though " without sin" in Himself, God 
"made Him to be sin /br «j" (2 Cor. v. 21) ; and we behold 
Him bearing His people s sins into " land of separation '' (i Cor. 
XV. 3 ; I Pet. ii. 24 ; i John iii. 5 ; Lev. xvi. 22 marg.) 

a "RAMS' SKINS DYED RED," figure consecrated life 
(Ex. xxvi. 14). Obedience "unto death" (Phil. ii. 8). Willing 
offering (Lev. i. 3, 9 ; Heb. x. 4-9, with Ps. xl. 6-8. Ram gene- 
rally used as burnt-offering, see Num. vii.) Substitutionary 
sacrifice (Gen. xxii. 13 ; i Pet iii. 18). A "sweet savour unto 
the Lord" (Lev. i. 9, 13, 17 ; Eph. v. 2). The sweat as blood, 
and stream from pierced side dyed sacred body (Luke xxii. 44; 
John xix. 34). Observe, no measure to rams'-skins covering, 
so no limit to worth of sacrifice. Jesus " propitiation " . . . " for 
whole world." His blood "cleanseth us from all sin" (i John 
ii. 2, i. 7). 

4. " BADGERS' SKINS.'' (Sup. G.) « No beauty " to be 
desired (Isa. liii. 2, 3). So our blessed Lord, in the eyes of men. 
He was " a reproach of men, and despised of 'the people" (Ps. 
xxii. 6, Ixix. 7 ; Mark vi. 3). Again, this covering was thick and ' 
durable, and preserved from all that could sully the precious 
contents of the Tabernacle. So Jesus preserves unsullied God's ' 
truth and honour. Each covering tells of life and death of 
Jesus, devoted " to the glory of God ; " as each detail of Taber- 
nacle reveals the rich provision made by Jehovah for the salva- 
tion of man. 

The coverings tell also of every saved sinner as having part 
in Jesus.- (i) Badgers' skins show the sinner as uncomely in 
God's sight, being " dead in trespasses and sins " (Eph. ii. i), 
and dwelling in " tents of Kedar" (Ps. cxx. 5). Determined in 
resistance and opposition to grace and will of God ; while the 
(2) " Rams' skins dyed red " tell of the sinner drawn to Jesus, 
"bathed" (John xiii^ 10 R.V.) in His "precious blood," and 
". accepted in the Beloved " (Eph. i. 6). (3) GOATS' hair. " Cru- 
cified with Christ," yet living (Gal. ii. 20). Reckoned " dead 
indeed. unto sin, but alive unto God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord" (Rom. vi. 11) ; " made the righteousness of Cod in Him,'*- 

N 
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Who was made <' to be fXnfor us," and, like the blessed Master, 
^^ strangers and pilgrims" (i Pet. ii. ii). (4) Fine linen, &c. 
The uncomely one made comely, being clothed " with the g«nr- 
ments of salvation," " clothed with righteousness," " glorious 
within," partaker of Divine nature, one with risen Lord^ and 
seated with Him in the heavenlies (Ps. cxxxii. 9 ; Isa. Ixi. 10; 
Rev. xix. 8 ; Ps. xlv. 13 ; John xvii. 21, 24 ; £ph. ii. 6). 

5. BOARDS AND BARS. Shittim wood and gold ; Divine 
nnd human nature seen throughout. Sockets of silver, telling 
of atonement, and fabric based also on "ransom" "found" 
(i Pet. i. 18, 19; Job xxxiii. 24). Christ, the "sure Founda* 
tion" of blood-bought Church, His dwelling-place (Isa. vii. 14, 
with Matt i. 25, xxvii. 54; Isa. xxviii. 16, with i Cor. iii. 11; 
Heb. i. 3, iii. 6 ; i Pet. ii. 5). Specinl boards for corners^ to 
hold building together. So Jesus, " Head of the Corner/* by 
Whom each member of Church fitted and held together — as 
boards in right place — forming " one building," " an holy 
temple in the Lord," " an habitation of God through the Spirit" 
(Ps. cxviii. 22, 23 ; Matt. xxi. 42 ; i Pet. ii. 6 ; Eph. ii. 20-22). 

a THE VAIL and HANGING FOR DOOR. Same 
materials as inner beauteous covering, but no cherubim on 
latter. The veil separated the holy place from the " Holy of 
holies," or " holiest of all " (Heb. ix. 3). The latter foursquare. 
So " holy Jerusalem " (Rev. xxi, 10, 16). Tabernacle " pattern 
of," &c. (Heb. ix. 23.) Within veil was the ark, abode of Je- 
hovah. Into it the high priest only entered "once a year" 
(Heb. ix. 1-9 ; Lev. xvi. 13-16.) Without the veil were table 
and candlestick and incense altar (of which later), and there the 
priests ministered daily. The Vail Christ Godhead veiled in 
" flesh." " Way into holiest " not made manifest //// He expired 
on cross (Matt, xxvii. 51). Now through "rent" veil — «>., 
"His flesh " — every believer may draw near "in full assurance 
of faith," and worship before the "mercy-seat" (Heb. x. 19-22). 
Have we the Psalmist's desire ? (Ps. xxvii. 4, Ixiii. 2, cxxxii. 7.) . 
Such are called " blessed " (Ps. Ixv. 4.) The veil hung on four 
pillars (Sup. H.), with silver sockets. Jesus, Redeemer, only 
Door (John x. 7-9^ xiv. 6). Five pillars for door. With brass 
sockets. Jesus coming forth to meet judgment due to sinner 
(Luke ix. 51 ; John xiv. 31, xviii. 4-8, xix.) Each must be judged 
in the Person of Christ before can enter sanctuary to worship. 

7. "ALTAR OF THE BURNT-OFFERING." (Sup. L) 
(i) Shittim wood, covered with brass, tells of righteous 
judgment and strength to endure. (2) Horns tell of all-subduing 
might Conqueror through death ; ** mighty to save " (lia. Ixiii. 
I, xlv. 21, 22). Here grace culminates, '^ mercy and truth " meet 
(Pf. Ixxxv. 10) in Person and work of adorable Redeemer. Be- 
Ifoid, what depths of humiliation ! What boundless love ! (3) 
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Blood at base of altar tells of life giveny sacrifice accom- 
plished {^€0, ix. 26), sin ^^put away^' pardon bestowed on all 
there judged in Him (Ps. cxviii. 27) ; while smoke of ** continual 
burnt-offering" assures of acceptance in Christ, the sinner's Sub* 
stitute, Who met the claims of Divine justice, and is therefore 
the ALONE meeting-place for God and the sinner (Ex.'xxix. 38, 
42 ; Lev. ix. 24 ; Num. xxviii. 6). This blessed truth appre- 
hended, through Spirit's power, gives settled peace. 

8. COURT OF TABERNACLE, (i) Hangings of fine 
TWINED linen. Spotless purity and righteousness encircling 
habitation of Jehovah, excluding all that defileth, barring en- 
trance except through g^te, and protecting all who had passed 
through. Jesus "holy . . . undefiled" (Heb. vii. 26); "made 
unto us wisdom, righteousness^ &c. (i Cor. i. 30.) Linen 
springing from seed tells of death and resurrection (i Cor. xv. 
36), of which all must partake with Christ, before fit habitation 
for Deity. Those made white in " blood of Lamb " shall walk 
with Him "in white" hereafter (Rev. iii. 4, xix. 8, xxi. 2). (2) 
Pillars. Jesus, the only " upright " Man since fall (Eccles. vii. 
29), upheld in full integrity, the truth, and "righteousness of 
God ;" Who could be "just" and yet " Justifier," &c. (Rom. iii. 
26), because redemption (Sup. J.)--hooks and fillets of silver 
— was based on execution of righteous judgment — pillars and 
sockets of brass. Thus Jesus, " faithful Witness " (Rev. i. 5) 
before men, of faithfulness and love of Jehovah. Believer, 
having "put on" Christ, is by Spirit's power enabled to stand 
upright as witness for God (Rom. xiii. 14; Eph. vi. 11-13). 
Important questions for each. In Christ or not? Have you 
entered the — 

9. GATE OF COURT? Have you come to Father by 
Jesus, " The Lord from heaven," " Son of Man," " King Eternal,'* 
" risen Saviour ? " All portrayed in Gate and hangfings. Have 
you found pardon and peace at brazen altar, first object on 
entering Court? Not till then can any understand — 

10. GOLDEN ALTAR in holy place. Not mentioned till 
after establishment of priesthood and consecration of Aaron and 
sons, as justice must be satisfied at brazen altar, before priestly 
worship can begin at golden. After atonement made, Christ 
entered on priestly ministrations (Heb. viii. 4). He, the golden 
altar. Incense (Sup. K.), the' precious fragrance of His merits, 
with which — through His ceaseless advocacy — ascend prayers 
and praises of His people (Rev. viii. 3, 4; Heb. vii. 25), shadowed 
forth Luke i. 10; Ps. cxL i, 2. God the Object, Christ the 
Medium, Holy Spirit the power ojf prayer and worship. Thus 
Trinity seen in golden altar, placed between Table and Candle^ 
stick, where believer feeds, basks in light, and worships, after 
being washed at — 
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11. LAYER OF BRASS, for no communion without personal 
holiness (Heb. xiL 14 ; John xiii. 5-10 ; Ps. xxvi. 6 ; i John i. 
6). ''Looking-glass" (£x. xxxviii. 8) may show natural man 
bis defects, but soon forgotten (Jas. i. 23-2 5X God's Word, 
applied by Spirit, both shows and removes undeanness (John 
XV. 3, xviL 17 ; £ph. v. 26 ; Ps. cxix. 9 ; Heb. iv. 12). Brazen 
altar tells of Rock smitten, Laver, of water which flowed there- 
from. Brass of altar tells of judgment of x<>r, brass of laver, of 
judgment of undeanness; dased^oot or base always specially 
mentioned— on finished work of Christ Jesus needed no after 
cleansing ; hence no laver, //// — His atoning work accomplished 
— He had entered on priestly functions above. He came forth 
from inmost Sanctuary to brazen altar, and then returned to 
golden. 

The sinner, convicted by Spirit of sin, at sight of ashes 
without camp, telling wAat Chnst had suffered/<7r Aim, is then 
drawn by love through Gate to Brazen altar, and so by Laver 
into Sanctuary, as redeenied, rejoicing worshipper, every step 
in and by Jesus, through Spirit to Father (£ph. li. 18), to enjoy 
sweet communion while on earth, and hereafter to dwell in His 
Presence for evermore. Truly the Lord hath provided richly. 
May He give to each here to enter into the privileges of the 
Sanctuary, and to know to his own soul's comfort how the 
''high calling" of the believer places him in. the midst of the 
precious realities typified by the Tabernacle. 



SUPPLEMENT to Nos. 45, 46, and 47, 

It being impossible in the limited space of two lessons to give 
more than a mere outline of the deep truths wrapped up in the 
Tabernacle, it is thought that some supplementary notes may 
be of use in preparing the lessons. Also that by placing in 
parallel columns the directions given to Moses on the Mount, 
their transmission by him to the people, their execution, and 
the setting up of the tabernacle, the variation in the order may 
be more apparent, and the reason for- the same more clearly 
grasped ; especially the grand truth which stands prominently for- 
ward throughout, namely, that it is not man who can work his own 
way back to God, but God Who, in His love and grace, comes 
forth froni His throne above (very clearly shown in the order of 
the directions given on Mount), to lead the sinner back to Him- 
self through the incarnation, death, and resurrection of His 
beloved Son. 
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Directions from 
Mount 



Ex. jcziT. 18, AAV. 
*• The Lord j/o^r" 
Williiig offerings, 

vs. 1-7 
Sanctuaiy, 8, 9 
Ark, Z0-16 
MercyS«at, 17-33 
Table, 33-39 
Shewbread, 30 
Candlestick, 31-39 
After pattern, 40 



Curtains of fine 
linen. Ac x-6 

Goats' hair^ 7-13 

Ram^ skins^ and 
Badgers' skins, 14 

Boards with silver 
sockets, 15-35 

Bars, 36-39 

Tabernacle reared 
after pattern, 30 

Vail, four pillars, 
gold hooks, silver 
sockets, to divide 
Holy Place from 
Most Holy, 31-33 

Ark within, 33, 34 

Table and Candle- 
stick without 
vail,3S 

Hanging for door, 
five pillars with 
hooks of gold 
and sockets cX 
brass, 36, 37 

zzriL 
Brazen altar, x, 8, 
Court of Taber- 
nacle, with hang^ 
ings; pillars and 
sockets brass, 
hooks, and fillets 
of silver, 9-15, z8 
Gate hanging, 16 
Pillars, silver fillets, 
and brass sock- 
ets, 17 
Vessels of brass, 19 
Pure olive oil, 20 
Ordering of lights, 

3Z 



Transmitted to 

PEOPLE 



Altar of incense, 

i-xo 
Laver and his foot, 

17-31 



" Moses . . . said," 

V. I 

Willing offerings, 

5, 10 
Tabernacle 
Tent, coverings 
C. Taches, 11 
Boards, bars, 

S' liars, sockets, z z 
, Mercy-Seat, 
and vail, of cover- 
ing, C Z3 
Table and Shew- 
bread, 13 
CandlesticK and oil, 

X4 

Incense Altar 

Anointing oil 

Sweet incense 

Hanging door, z5 

Altar ^ c^ btumt- 
offering, " laver 
and his foot," x6 

Hangings ^ for 
Court, pillars, 
sockets ; hang- 
ing for door of 
Court, z 7 

Pins for Tabernacle 
and Courtt also 
cords, 18 

Cloths of service — 
Garments for 
Aaron and sons, 

X9 
The offerings 

brought, 31-39 
The chosen work- 
men designated, 
30-35 



Execution of 

ORDERS 



"Then wrought 

Bezaleel, v. z 
Free offerings, 3 
Curtains of fine 

linen, &c. C 8-13 
Goats' hair, Z4-Z8 
Rams' skins^ and 

Badgers' skins, 19 
Boards with silver 

sockets, 30-30 
Bars, 3Z-34 
Vail with pillars 
Golden hooks and 

silver sockets, 35, 

Hanging for door 
with pillars, fillets 
of gold and soc- 
kets of brass, 37, 
38 

azxrii. 
Ark, 1-5 
Mercy-seat, 6-9 
Table with its ves- 
sels, 10-16 
Candlestick, lamps, 
and vessels there- 
of, Z7-34 
Incense altar, 35-38 
Anointing oil, 29 



:Tm. 

Altar of burnt- 
offering with 
vessels thereof, 

x-7 

Laver of looking- 
glasses, 8 

Court with hang- 
ings, pillars and 
sockets of brass ; 
hooks and fillets 
of silver, g-17 

Hanging for gate 
of Court with 

Eillars, sockets, 
ooks, pins, 18-90 



"Tabernacle 
reared up " 



Ex. si. 
"The Lord 

spake," v. i 
"l^us did Moses/' 

16 
Tabernacle set up 

first day of first 

month, second 

year, 3, 17 
Sockets, bars, 

boards, pillars, 

18 
Tent spread over 

Tabernacle. 

Covering of tent 

above it, C. ip 
Testimony put lAto 

ark 
Mercy-Seat above. 

Placed in Holiest 
Covered with vail, 

3* 20, 3Z 

Table placed with- 
out vail, 4,^ 32 
Bread upon it, 33 
Candlestick placed, 
lamps lighted, 4, 

as 

Golden altar, 5, 36 

Incense burnt, 27 

Hanging for door^ 
5»28 

Altar of bumt-offer- 

. ing 6, 39, 

Burnt-offering and 
meat offering of- 
fered, 39 

Laver between al- 
tar and tent, 
water put there- 
in, 30 

Court reared, and 
hanging of gate 
set up, 33. 

Cloud covers tent; 
glory fills Taber* 
nacle, 34 
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A. — Repkrences given at head of lessons, include directions on Mount, 
and execution thereof^ though much intervenes between. Details of 
references given above instead of in lessons, to save space. 

B.— Shittiic wood from Shittah tree, supposed to be acada, commonly 
met with in deserts where Israel wandered. Wood hard, very durable, and 
when old, as black as ebony. Tree used for many purposes. 

C-^COVERINGS. Obse^e, when Moses transmits orders to people, the 
Tabemade and ark are spoken of with covering ; when the work is begun, 
the Jirst things made are coverings ; and when the Tabernacle is set up, 
they are put over boards before theholy things are placed therein ; all teach- 
ing that no unsaved sinner can gare on symlK>ls of Divine Presence ; nor, till 
sacrifice accompl^hed on Calvary, can any but High Priest enter within the 
vaiL In like manner observe Tabemade, as well as coverings made, before 
the holy things to be placed therein. Coverings for travelling, see Num. 
iv. i-ao. 

D. — Scarlet dte. Hebrew scholars tell us, that where the word 
scarlet appears in Ex., Lev., Num., two Hebrew words are used to express it, 
both highly significant One of these words has, for its primitive meaning, 
**a worm," its secondary, "scarlet" The other signifies coccus, or deep 
scarlet produced bv certain insects (coccus ilids) which adhere, together 
with their eggs, to the leaves of the Ilex. Hence, no doubt, the expression 
double-d^ed scarlet, found in the Vulgate and some other translations. ' 

The uTSl of the Hebrew words alluded to is found in its primitive sense in 
Ps. xxii. 6. '* I am a teiarM, and no man." The equivalent Greek word 
for scarlet is kokkinos {KOKKiwot) from kokkos, a grain, cochineal ; and it is 
most striking to find this word used l)Oth for " com of wheat '* in'John xii. 
24, and for the " scarlet ** robe (Matt, xxvii. 28) in which our Lord was 
mockingly arrayed. Thus we see the deep significance of the scarlet in the 
Leviticaljypes. 

E.— • * Tent, " " Tabernacle. " One Hebrew word, which is sometimes 
rendered '* tent," but always used for *' tabemade," is taken from the same 
root as Shechinah, and implies more dwelling, abiding; whereas the other 
word used for ** tent " only, and neifer for ** tabemade," implies temporary 
covering or resting-place. The "gorgeous robe" of Luke xxiii. 11, the 
'* purple " of Mark xv. 17, and the " scarlet,*' spoken of in connection with 
the Redeemer at the time of His passion, are all shadowed forth in the 
'* Tabernacle." The inmost covering in which all these colours were 
blended, might specially represent the "gorgeous robe," but in some 
foreign translations, the robe is described as " white,** and then it might be 
typified by the fine-twined linen which largely figur^ in the Tabemade, or 
again in the covering of goats' hair, which some believe to have been of 
snowy whiteness. 

F.— Goats' skins were used for tents in the East A tent betokens no 
settled home. Goats were sdso used for sin-offerings ; see Lev. xvi. 5, 15, 
22 ; Num. viL xxviii. 15, xxix. 

G. — Badgers' skins. Believed to be seals, as seals are found on the 
shores of the Red Sea, Not dressed as in our day, but rough and 
unpleasant in appearance. Also impenetrable to rain, dust, and the fine 
sand of the desert Sometimes used as covering for tents. 

H. — The number four repeatedly occurs in the Tabemade. The 
Holiest, the altars of brass and of gold werc> each four square, and there 
were four horns to each altar. AU^ four pillars to vail and to entrance 
gate of Court And four coverings to Tabemade. All point to the One 
perfect Christ. As the four Gospels give different aspects of His life, 
character, work, &c, making one complete whole. 

L^Brazen Altar, otherwise called "M^ Altar," "Altar most holy," 
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••Altar of the bumt-offering " (Ex. xL 6. xxix. 37, 44; Num. vii. x, 84). 
•*The Altar . . . sanctifieth the gift" (Matt, xxiii. 19). Christ is our 
"Altar" (Hebu xiii 10). On brazen altar all "sweet-savour oflferings" 
were burnt. "Fire'*— sent "from before the Lord" to consume them, 
in token of acceptance (Lev. ix. 24), was to be ever burning (Lev. vi. la, 13). 

The following offerings— here only enumerated— were jdl connected with 
the brazen altar; each presenting different aspects of our blessed Lord's 
work: — 

I. Burnt-offering. Volimtaiy sacrifice — telling of acceptance, and 
Father's complete satisfaction and delight in Son. Burnt whole upon altar, 
after blood sprinkled (Lev. i. 1-9 ; Heb. x, 7-10 ; Eph. v. a). 

a. Meat-offering. -Holy life of the "Anointed." Memorial burnt 
on altar (Lev. ii. z-iz). 

3. Peace-offering. Fat, &c. (representing excellences) burnt, blood 
sprinkled on altar round about. Blessed result of sacrifice on Calvary. 
" Peace with God," &c (Lev. iii. ; Rom. v. x ; Eph. il 14 ; CoL I ao). 

4. Sin-offering. Blood sprinkled before veil seven times; put on 
" horns of altar of sweet incense |'' poured at bottom of brazen adtar, to 
show life of victim had been given instead of another. ' ' Fat," &c. — repre- 
senting excellences of Jesus — burnt on altar; bullock, or goat, burnt whole 
" without the camp" (Lev. iv., xvi. 37; Heb. xiii. 11), where the heap of 
ashes testify both to hemousness of sin, and to sin " put away." To God's 
hatred of sin, and love to sinner (Jer. xliv. 4 ; Zech. viii. 17 ; Rom. v. 8 ; 
I John iv. 9, xo ; Heb. ix. a6 ; a Cor. v. ai). 

5. TrespasS'OFFEring. Blood sprinkled, and poured out If of "fine 
flour," part burnt on altar (Lev. v.) All liable to sin after being " made 
nigh by the blood of Christ ; " but blessed provision made, to meet all in 
Christ (i John i. 7-10, ii. x, a). 

The doctrine of substitution, and identification of offerer with the offering, 
taught by the laying of offerer's hand on head of offering (Lev. i. 4, iii. i, 
iv. 4). ' ' The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all " (Isa. liii. 6) ; 
and by faith we lay our hand on that blessed Head, and thus by Spirit's 
power, appropriate the blessings of His all-sufficient Sacrifice. 

J. — Silver seen throughout Tabernacle. " Sockets." of Sanctuary and 
Veil; hooks and fillets of pillars of Com! (Ex. xxvi, 19, ai, 35, 3a. xxvii. 
17, xxxvi. 34-30, xxxviii. 10- 13), telling of Redemption. Made from ' ^atone- 
ment money, the half-shekel paid by each Israelite as " a ransom for his 
soul," teachmg great truth, that each soul needs a ransom, each soul of 
equal value in C^xl's sight, and pointing— by contrast— to the " precious 
blood," by which every ransomed soul is " redeemed " (i Pet. 1. x8, 19). 

K. — Sweet Incense. (Ex. xxx. 7-9, 34-3B, xxxvii. 39). The unmea- 
sured perfections of Christ, characterized as "pure," "holy," "sweet," 
perpetual. As cloud of incense preserved Aaron from death (Lev. xvi. 13, 
13) ; so fragrant merits of blessed Lord preserve believer when he 
approaches " mercy-seat" Death to offer stran^^e incense— »'.«., aught but 
Christ. His priestly advocacy on ground of infinite merit and accomplished 
atonement, can alone stay plague, when wrath gone out from the Lord 
(Num. xvi. 46, 47). 

L.— Pomegranate, when cut open, shows red fluid, with innumerable 
seeds. Red fluid, emblematic of death. " llie Seed is the Word " (Luke 
viii. XI ; Lessons 3, 18). Seed not quickened " except it die" (i Cor. xv. 
36 ; John xii. 34). The '* Com of Wheat" died, and brought forth much 
fruit. Hereafter shall be seen "a great multitude, which no man could 
number," who have "washed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb " (Rev. vii. 9-14). 



XLVII. 

Ube Dels (Barment0« 

Ex. xxviiL, xxxi. lo^ xxxv. 19, xxxix, 1-31. 

Institution of priesthood, and consecration of Aaron and 
sons, form part of instructions given on Mount ; preceding those 
for altar of incense and laver (Lesson 46) ; but /(7/A77e//>i^ brazen 
altar, which represented redeeming work of the Incarnate Son 
of God ; while — 

L THE HIGH-PRIESTHOOD OF JESUS is shadowed 
forth in the Aaronic priesthood, which points to the living result 
of work on cross (Rom. v. 8-10) ; the resurrection functions of 
Jesus in the Holiest, or presence of Jehovah Himself (Heb. iv. 
14, viii. 1-3, ix. 12, 24). Our " Great High Priest" there pre- 
sents His own most precious blood shed on Calvary ; and 
represents, in holiness of person, nature, and character. His 
people for whom He died. ** If He were on earth, He should 
not be a Priest" (Heb. viii. 3, 4). So, no priest now on earth, 
except as all believers priests (i Pet. ii. 5). Heaven is the 
sphere of Christ's priestly ministry ; and His crowning work is, 
maintaining in everlasting life, blessing, glory — in union with 
Himself—iYios^ ** perfected "through His ^^one offering" (Heb. 
X. 10-14). The contrast and similarity between the priesthood 
of Aaron and Jesus, see Lesson 48. What Jesus is intrinsically, 
Aaron was symbolically by means of the — 

2. GARMENTS "FOR GLORY AND . . . BEAUTY," 
which all'shadow forth the perfections of our " High Priest," all- 
powerful to supply a// the need of His people. Their redemption 
completed — salvation and heirship assured (Rom. viii. i, 17) — 
does not imply^preservation from failure, or fitness to be in the 
presence of the Lord : hence need of priesthood. Being still in 
bodies of corruption and defilement, tne Lord's people need the 
ceaseless power of advocacy, and priestly intercession before 
the eye of Holiness, to keep them (i Pet. i. 4, 5) in undefiled 
separation from sin, "sin^^lar to the High Priest" Himself. 
Without such, not one could maintain his position before God. 
The Garments were " for glory and for beauty ; " so Jesus. 
First man, " glory of God" (i Cor. xi. 7); much more " Second," 
who is "King of glory" (Ps. xxiv. ; see also Hag. ii. 3-9 ; Zech. 
ii. 5). Jesus is " the Beauty of holiness" (i Chron. xvi. 29 ; Ps. 
xxixi 2), "the Beauty of the Lord"..(Ps. xxvii. 4, marg. Delight). 

a *' EPHOD." Chief garment. Same materials as Taber- 
nacle and veil. Like them, could be made only by those whom 
Jehovsdi filled with wisdom. Like them, typified some glorious 
truths (Lesson 46). Deity clothed in flesh, coming from heaven 
to die for sinners, and make them white as snow, and partakers 
of Divine nature. Union, yet distinctness, of deity and huma- 
nity seems specially typified in Ex. xxxix. 3 ; the gold inter- 
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"woven throughout, and the cunning workmanship, representing 
the Holy Spirit's work in the perfect union of the two natures. 
" Made of a woman " (Gal. iv. 6), yet " Son of God " (Luke i. 35). 
Human " child bom," Divine " Son given." The " Man of 
sorrows," "the Mighty God" (Isa. liii. 3, ix. 6).. As Man He 
hungers (Matt. iv. 2), as God feeds multitude miraculously 
(John vi. 5-14). With human sympathy He weeps, with divine 
power raises dead (John xi. 35, 43, 44. See Lesson 2). 

4^ " GIRDLE." Like materials with Ephod. Symbol of ser- 
vice (Luke xii. 35, 37). Jesus girded Priest over house of God. 
Oh earth, Servant (Phil. ii. 7 ; Lesson 43). In heaven con- 
tinues service (Heb. ii. 17, 18 ; Rev. L 13) ; symbolised, John 
xiii. 4. Once "bathed," /.^., immersed into Christ, "clean 
every whit " (ver. 10), yet needing continual washing of feet, as 
He ministers above in the true Tabernacle for them (Heb. 
viii. 2). To the servants of Christ also, girdle speaks of service 
(i Pet. i. 13), readiness to do His bidding here, and looking for 
His return (Luke xii. 36). Christ's girdle, " righteousness" and 
"faithfulness" (Isa. xi. 5). His people's, "truth," /.^., Himself 
(Eph. vi. 14 ; John xiv. 6). 

5. "TWO ONYX STONES," engraven with names of 
Tribes, set in golden ouches, with chains of gold. Israel borne 
on shoulders — place of strength, where is "government" (Isa, 
ix. 6) — embedded in the intrinsic worth of the Divine Lord, and 
by the same attached to Him. Each six incomplete in selves, 
but "complete in Him" (Col. ii. 10). Wondrous truth; the 
poor wandering " lost " sheep, not only borne from wilderness 
on "shoulder" (Luke xv. 5), but actually into the presence of 
Jehovah. See how He carried Israel of old ! (Isa. Ixiii. 9) and 
promises to carry to old age (Isa. xlvi. 4) all who are " Abra- 
-ham's seed" (Gal. iii. 29), sustaining under all sorrows (Ps. Iv. 

22). The names of the Tribes were indelibly graven on stones. 
The Israel of God on the " palms " of Jehovah's " hands." He 
Who is the " Rock of ages." (Isa. xlix. 16, xxvi. 4 marg.) 

6. "BREASTPLATE." Yet deeper proof of love. His 
people borne on Jesus' heart — the place of affection (as shoulder 
of strength) — and called Jehovah's "jewels" (Mai. iii. 17), His 
" treasure " (Ex. xix. 5). The brighter the light, the more the 
jewels shone. The brighter the light of Jesus in the soul, the 
more the believer reflects His light. As Aaron ministered in 
the Holy Place, the seven lamps of the Candlestick fell on 
jewels, which would sparkle and reflect the light. He entered 
not into the " Holiest" with these garments and Breastplate; 
but our High Priest is continually within, not without the veil ; 
and the true glory of the Shechinah now shines on the Lord's 
people, in the Person of Christ, the " Forerunner" (Heb. vi. 20), 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit, and the advocacy of Jesu^ 



192 The Holy Garments. 

they are enabled to reflect something at least of His brightness 
as they walk on earth ; and He is ^orified by that brightness 
of His own imparting, not their attaining. Men see the blots 
and blemishes ; God sees sparkling jewels, because shining in 
the brightness of Jesus ; as lie is the effulgence or outshining 
of the Fathei's glory. How of us ? Are we, through the Spirit's 
power and indwelling, reflecting the light of Christ, to the glory 
of God the Father? The Breastplate was so fixed to the Ephod, 
that it *' might not be loosed from ^ it Those once united to 
Christ cannot be separated from Him (Rom. viiL 38, 39}. 
Jehovah sets ; who can unset ? 

7. URIM AND THUMMIM, in Breastplate of judgment. 
Actual meaning none have fathomed ; but we know that, through 
them, the mind of God was communicated, in various phases 
of Israel's history, and the judgment of the Lord made known 
to the congregation (see Num. xxvii. 21 ; Deut. xxxiii. 8-10). 
Without it, they were at a loss how to act (Ezra ii. 63 ; Neh. 
vii. 65) ; and the Lord's displeasure with Saul was shown by 
His not answering thereby (i Sam. xxviii. 6). Literal meaning 
of words, " Lights and Perfections." In whom are these 
found but in Jesus, through Whom the mind and will of God 
are now made known ? '^ Hear ye Him," is the injunction to 
us now (Lesson 11). Though the Urim and Thummim are lost 
to sight, our '^ Great High Priest" bears the judgment of His 
people ''upon His heart before the Lord continually," as did 
Aaron (Ex. xxviii. 30 ; Lev. viii. 8), and through the Holy Spirit 
communicates the counsel of God to the hearts of His people ; 
and guides, them even in minute circumstances, when they are 
living in the light of the Sanctuary. 

a ROBE OF EPHOD. Blue— heavenly. Could not be 
rent, as Veil, which typified flesh. Truth of deepest import- 
ance. Jesus, perfect Man, yet ^ Lord from heaven." Came 
from heaven — was there even when on earth — returned thither 
— is there now — and will come from thence. Heavenly in 
nature, character, and dwelling-place. Needful to reiterate such 
an important truth (i Tim. li. 5 ; i Cor. xv. 47 ; John iil 13, 
vi. 42 ; Mark xvi. 19 ; Luke xxiv. 51 ; Acts i. 11, iii. 21, vii. 55 ; 
Rom. X. 6; PhiL iil 20). Jesus came ''from above," and ia 
every one " born of the Spirit," or "from above" (John iii. 31, 
}. 5), and thus made partaker of the Divine nature, the heavenly 
character thotfi4 be se^n, While walking on earth, believers 
said to be seated in « hpavenlies '' tpfth Jesus (Sph, ii, 6), and 
looking to dwell with Him aboye for evermore, If such charac- 
teristics not seen in us, we are none of His, 

e, POMEGRANATES AND BELLS upon the hem of 
Robe, (i) Poif^GRAWATI^ (Sup, L,), of blue, purple, scarlet. 
Same colours telling same truths ; and interior of real pome» 
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granate speaks to us of seed from blood. The countless number 
saved by death of Jesus, " the Seed." In HiM " shall all the 
seed of Israel be justified" (Isa. xlv. 25). "By Him all that 
believe are justified" (Acts xiii. 39). " If ye be Christ's, then 
are ye Abraham's seed^^ &a (Gal. iii. 29.) If savc^, then we in 
our turn must sow the good seed (Eccles. xi. 6 ; Ps. cxxvL 6), 
striving to bring others to the knowledge of the Saviour we 
have found so precious, and thus shall we bear fruit '' to the 
glory of God." (2) Bells of gold. Last words of Jesus were 
blessing (Luke xxiv. 51), which would linger like sweet echo 
from golden bells. When Aaron entered Holy place, sound of 
bells testified to fact that he still lived; so our High Priest, 
though lost to sight, "ever liveth" (Heb. vii. 25 ; Rev. i. 18). 
Blessed assurance. Bell and pomegranate, alternated. Glo- 
rious sound of gospel, producing fruit. God's Word shall not 
return ^ void" (Isa. Iv. 11). Often has joyful sound been heard 
in our midst ; what fruit has it produced ? 

10. " PLATE OF PURE GOLD," with engraving, tells of 
Jesus as essential Holiness, and points to time when He shall 
sit as Priest and King on throne, and everything in Holy City 
shall be thus inscribed, " HOLINESS UNTO THE Lord" (Zech« vi. 
1 1-13, xiv. 20, 21). (i) Linen Mitre. Purity of intellect and 
brain. (2) Blue CORD, heavenly nature. Borne on forehead, 
telling of people's acceptance in Him Who bore ^ their iniqui^ 
ties" (NuoL xviii. i ; Isa. liii. 11). Rest indeed I and incentive 
to seek, through sanctifying Spirit, for heavenly purity, and avoid- 
ance of all that would lead brain and intellect from Christ. 

IL « COAT OF FINE LINEN." " Woven " (Ex. xxxix. 27). 
" Body " " prepared " (Heb. x. 5). " Embroidered." Graces of 
Spirit (Isa. xi. 2). Last garment ordered ; first put on (Lev. 
viii. 7). Sinless human nature. Girdle same as Ephod. 
Many garments needed to exemplify perfections of our " High 
Priest," which He is ready to impart to His people; and as 
Aaron's garments showed intrinsic excellence of Jesus, so those 
of sons typify gifts and graces imparted by Him through the 
Spirit, to tnose made white '* in blood of Lamb," and partakers 
of " the righteousness of God in Him." . Have all here been 
thus cleansed and clothed? The linen garments, girdles, 
bonnets, for '* glory and beauty," all tell of putting on Christ 
(Rom. xiii. 14). Holiness manifested now in life, is '* glory" 
begun, and '* beauty " is the manifestation of Light and Life, 

As we conteniplate such high and holy privileges as brought 
before us in the last three Lessons, surely the question should 
force itself upon each, *' What manner of persons ought ye to 
be in all holy conversation and godliness" (2 Pet, iii, 11). May 
the Holy Spirit bring it home to each, and enable each to answer 
as in God's sight. 



XLVIII. 

priedtboob anb Consecrattoti. 

Ex. xxiz. xl. 12-16 ; I Pet. ii. 5-9. 

Subject of deep importance, searching truth. Our blessed 
Lord and all His people are foreshadowed in ''Aaron and his 
sons." In Lev. viii. 3» we learn that the whole congregation was 
summoned by the Lord to witness the important ceremony of 
consecration, so now He calls on all here to be present in heart 
and mind as we contemplate its typical and spiritual meaning, 
and may the Holy Spirit unfold to each something of the depths 
and practical import of the type, enabling each to see in — 

L AARON CLOTHED AND ANOINTED, our "Great 
High Priest," the *«Lord Jesus Christ," "Minister of the 
Sanctuary, and of the true Tabernacle which the Lord pitched 
and not man " (Heb. iv. 14, viii. i, 2). And as we gaze in faith, 
may we be given to apprehend, not only in head, but in heart, 
how the precious and Divine realities shadowed forth in the 
garments and ceremonial, were inherent in Aaron's Antitype, 
the Holy, Anointed, Mitred, Girded Priest ; the Garments (as we 
saw in Lesson 47), typifying His ^//-sufficiency to meet ail the 
need of His people, saving, keeping, representing, and pleading 
for them ; and the ceremonial teaching other truths concerning 
our Divine Lord and Master. Observe first, Aaron was clad 
in robes of office and anointed be/ore his sons, and previous to 
the offerings. Christ, in His own peculiar excellency and 
dignity, appears in His own personal worth, full of the Holy 
Ghost from His birth (Matt. i. 20; Luke i. 35), and was 
anointed for office be/ore accomplishing His atoning work on 
the cross (Matt. iii. 16 ; Luke iii. 21, 22 ; John i. 32-34). He 
was "anointed . . . above^ His "fellows" (Ps. xlv. 7, with Heb. i, 9). 
Wondrous love ! that sinners saved by grace, should be called 
"fellows" of Jehovah-Jesus, but "ABOVE" marks the pre- 
eminence of Him Who came " from above," and is above all. 
He must ^ have the pre-eminence" (John i. 30 ; Col. i. 18). He 
is the "Anointed" or Christ (Greek), or "Messiah" (Hebrew), 
see Ps. ii. 2 ; John i. 41, xx. 31). 

Observe again the similarity and contrast between the type 
and the Antitype ! which reveals the inferiority and imperfection 
of the Aaronic priesthood, as compared with that of Jesus, /.^., 
the Melchizedeckean. (i) Seed of Abraham, but different 

TRIBE (Heb. vii. 13, 14). (2) " CALLED OF GOD," but of SUPE- 
RIOR ORDER (Heb. V. 4, 10). (3) Imperfection enduring per- 
fection (Heb. vii. 11, 19, 28). (4) WITHOUT, WITH an oath 
(vs. 20-22). (5) No BLEMISH (Lev. xxi. 17 ; Heb. vii. 26). (6) 
Many sacrifices, one only (Heb. x. 10-12). (7) Standing, 
because work not done. SITTING, because work complete (vs. 
II, 12). (8) Many priests, by reason of death; One only in 
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the power of an endless life (Heb. vii. 23, 24, mar. 25). All 
showing the perfect, immortal, untransferable priesthood of 
Jesus ; the human being superseded by the heavenly. 

2. SONS OF AARON. They represent the Church. 
Christ calls His people His "children" (Heb. ii. 13, with Isa. 
viii. 18). They are .also called ** kings and priests,** or " a king- 
dom," &c (Rev. V. 10 R.V.; see also Ex. xix. 6.) Again, a 
" holy priesthood," a "royal priesthood" (i Pet. ii. 5, 9), per- 
haps shadowed forth in the golden Candlestick, with the " pure 
oil olive beaten " (Ex. xxvii. 20, 21) ; and ** crown " on Table of 
shewbread (Ex. xxv. 24, xxxvii. 11). Jesus is the ''King 
eternal" (i Tim. i. 17), and His people will share His kingdom 
when established. Jesus is intrinsically holy ; the Church, by 
virtue of union with Him, through the Spirit, in resurrection 
life (John xvii. 19-24). The sons of Aaron not anointed till 
after blood shed. The Holy Spirit not given till Christ's aton- 
ing work accomplished (John vii. 39 ; Acts ii. 32, 33). And He, 
as risen Head in heaven, now represents the Church there 
(Heb. ix. 24), aj she is in Him, not in herself, and when raised 
to the greatest height of glory, she will delight to worship and 
adore Him Who bought, cleansed, sanctified, and presented her 
"to Himself, . . . without spot," &c. (Eph. v. 23-27), and with 
Whom she will live and reign for ever. 

3. AARON AND SONS CONSECRATED, hallowed, 
sanctified, set apart* All these meanings included, Jesus in 
Himself, His people in, and through Him. Aaron and sons at 
the door of the Tabernacle, tell of a people "sought out" (Isa. 
Ixii. 12), called out, "separate" (2 Cor. vi. 17 ; Heb. vii. 26) ; 
made to stand with Christ, near to God, in holy and happy 
communion with Father and Son (John xv. 16-19, *vii. 8-14 ; 
Rom. viii. 30 ; i Pet. i. 15 ; i John i. 3). 

Three things used in ceremonial of Consecration — ^Water. 
Blood. Oil. We read, Jesus " came by water and Blood ; " and 
He is— as seen — /^Anointed (i John v. 6-^8 R.V.; Ps. Ixxxix. 19, 
20). (i) Water. Jesus needed no washing. He was clean and 
holy in Self; but would "fulfil all righteousness" (Matt. iii. 15). 
Aaron was sanctified of God (Ex. xxix. 44). Christ of Father 
(Heb. V, 4-6 ; John x. 36). And — for His people's sake — sanc- 
tified Himself (John xvil 17-19), that they might be sanctified 
" through the truth ; " the " Word," typified by water (see John 
XV. 3 ; Eph. V. 26 ; i Pet. i. 22 ; Ps. cxix. 9). The written Word 
tells of the living " Word," Who is to His people " sanctifica- 
tion" (i Cor. i. 30); and the Word of God applied by Holy 
Spirit to conscience, washes, purifies, cleanses ; and obedience 
to the Word brings blessing. (2) Blood : groundwork of all. 
Blood shed and sprinkled, tells of accomplished redemption that 
naught can disannul. It tells of sanctification, as well as justi- 
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fication (Heb. x. 10, 14, 29, xiii 12). Blood on EAR, to hearken 
to Divine commands ; and to hear, is to obey. On hand to 
execute service of Sanctuary, and work for the Lord. On foot 
to tread the Courts of the Lord's house, and go wherever He 
calls. (3) Oil. Holy Spirit (i John ii. 20, 27). That is, the 
sealing, sanctifying, indwelling power for listening, working, 
walking (Rom. xv. 16; 2 Thess. iL 13). Blood and oil alike 
needed (i Pet. i. 2) to obey Rom. xii. i, 2. Further consider — 

4 THE OFFERINGS, (i) Sin-offering, bullock (Lev. 
viii. 14, 15); sin "put away " (Heb. ix. 26X " reconciliation" made 
( Dan. ix. 24), only ground of approach to God. The parts that 
typified the inherent excellencies of Christ were burnt on the 
altar; the animal itself outside the camp (Heb. xiii. 11). (2) 
Burnt-offering, Ram. Substitutionary victim, acceptance 
in and through Christ (Eph. i. 6), in Whom the Father " well- 
pleased ;" the "sweet-smelling savour '^ (Eph. v. 2). And the 
true believer who has died with Christ in sin-offering, and thus 
been cleansed and pardoned, should by the living fire of the 
Holy Spirit within, be consumed as was burnt- offering, which 
is fulfilling Rom. xii. 1. Dead to all but God, and whole spirit, 
soul, and body consumed with zeal for His service. (3) Ram 
OF CONSECRATION ; with blood of which Aaron and sons were 
sprinkled — ^as well as with oil — showing complete dedication to 
the Lord's service. Before called, justified, sanctified, no ear, 
hand, or foot for Christ ; but once His mark upon them, all 
changed. Have we been thus sprinkled and anointed ? What 
are we doing for Christ, Who has done all for us ? (4) The 
WAVE and heave offering follow, telling of a risen and 
nscended Saviour, and a people risen with Him " to newness of 
life," and in spirit seated with Him above (Rom. vi. 4 ; Col. iii. 
1-4 ; Eph, ii. 6). He, their possession, they His portion (Ex. 
xxix. 28 ; Lev. vii. 34* x. 15 ; Deut. xxxii. 9). 

5. " FILLING THE HAND.'* See margin of Ex. xxviii. 
41, xxix. 9. Not only was blood of the ram of consecration put 
upon Aaron and sons, but their hands were filled with the rich 
excellences of Christ, as typified by the shoulder — strength, the 
loaf, oiled cake, and wafers unleavened ; f.^., Jesus, as Man, 
filled with the Spirit, and without guile, to strengthen, sustain, 
and cheer His people (Ps. civ. 15 ; Isa. Ixi. 3.) And they give 
all back, as acceptable burnt-offering. This is whole-hearted 
consecration. The hand of faith receives rich gifts of Father's 
love in Christ (Rom. viii. 32), Christ in all His fulness, and 
offers HlM^-as only acceptable Gift to Father ; consecrating all 
they have to God's service and glory. How little is known of 
\\i\s full reception from, and full giving back to God in Christ! 
How few devote all to Him ! Time, talents, money, influence, 
&c. ! He filleth the hand ; what are you giving Him back ? 
The heart, the lovCj must first be given in gratitude for His 
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great " Gift," and then, by His grace, other gifts will follow, and 
as we " grow in grace" all will be used to His glory. 

6. ONENESS OF CHRIST AND HIS PEOPLE, in an- 
swer to His prayer (John xvii. 20-23), is foreshadowed in scene 
under contemplation. Personally distinct, yet mystically one 
Aaron first clothed and anointed ; Christ alone in His glory. 
But Aaron and sons tell of Christ and Church after " Corn of 
Wheat" had died (John xii. 24). The identification shown by 
Aaron and sons laying hands on head of each sacrifice. Once 
united, never to be disunited. Jesus " not ashamed to call them 
brethren" (Heb. ii. 11). Their oneness manifested in— hatred 
by, and separation from world (John xv. 18, 19, xvii. 16); witness- 
ing for God (John iii. 32, 33, xi. 27) ; suffering " for righteous- 
ness* sake" (Phil. iii. 10; i Pet. iv. 13; 2 Tim. iii. 12); death 
past (Rom. vi. 3 ; 2 Cor. v. 14), newness of resurrection life 
(John xiv. 19 ; Rom. vi. 4 ; Col. iii. 1-4), and enjoyment of com- 
munion with God, as objects of the Father's infinite and ever- 
lasting love (John xiv. 23, xvii. 23). Humiliation here, " bear- 
ing His reproach ''(Heb. xiii. 13 ; Acts v. 41) ; and inheritance 
of eternal glory hereafter (John xvii. 22 ; i John iii. 2 ; Rom. 
viii. 17, 18 ; 2 Cor. iv. 17). Again, this oneness may be traced 
in the water, which tells of participation in Christ's holiness 
and purity ; BLOOD, of " fellowship of His sufferings" (Phil. iii. 
9, 10} ; and oil, of the inward guidance and power to resist and 
overcome. Immediately after the descent of the Spirit on Jesus 
at His baptism, He was *' led up of the Spirit into the wilderness, 
to be tempted of the devil" (Matt. iv. i), and with " the sword 
of the Spirit" He fought and conquered. So with His people ; 
they cannot expect to escape temptation, hence the prayer, 
" Lead us not," &c. (Matt. vi. 13), and the gracious promises of 
deliverance (J as. iv. 7 ; i Cor. x. 13.) Jesus was also anointed," 
" to preach,'- to do good, heal, &c. (Luke iv. 14-19, with Isa. Ixi. 
I, 2 ; Acts X. 38). So, His people should preach by their life^ 
and seek to do good, as God gives opportunity, through power 
of indwelling Spirit. 

7. CHRIST AND HIS PEOPLE FEEDING TOGE- 
THER on results of atonement ^Ex. xxix. 31-33). Jesus sees 
'* travail" of His soul, and is ''satisfied. His people also 
" satisfied," as feast on blessed fruits of His finshed work (Ps. 
xxxvL 8, Ixiii. 5}. Below in flesh, above in spirit. Shut in with 
God in Christ. Seven days (Lev. viii. 33), complete cycle of 
time; feeding on riches of Divine grace, in power of holiness, 
with Christ for their sanctification ; testifying of Him, waiting 
for His coming and glory ; and to be found ^ blameless in the 
day" (i Thess. i. 10; Tit. ii. 13; i Cor. i. 6-8). Such should 
be the present position of every true believer ; but how little is 
it lived up to in its entirety ! May God, in His grace and good- 
ness, give us, each and all, to know something of its blessedness. 



XLIX. 

XCbe Ubvcc Bppeadndd* 

Heb. ix. 2^-28 ; Ex. zxiiL 14-17, xxxiv. 18-24 ; Deut. xvi. 16. 

Three times a year the males in Israel were to '' appear before 
the Lord God ; " and in these feasts 4>f the past we have fore- 
shadowed something of Israel's future, a voice to " the Church 
of God," and a type of— 

1, THE THREE APPEARINGS OF THE LORD JESUS 
CHRIST ; in and through Whom all is accomplished| and all 
blessings flow to Israel and Church. As set before us in Epistle 
to the Hebrews, they tell of His work, in past, present, future, 
perfect and complete in itself. Beware ! how seek to add to, or 
uke from it. (i) First appearing answers to the Passover, 
killed during the ^^ feast of unleavened bread" (Matt. xxvL 2, 17 ; 
Mark xiv. 12 ; Luke ii. 41, 42, xxii. 7}. Jesus — the true paschal 
Lamb (John L 29 ; i Cor. v. 7, 8 ; Lesson 36) — ** appeared to 
put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself." Sacrifice unpa- 
ralleled in world's history. Any here yet untouched? May 
Holy Spirit kindle fire of love and gratitude, as meditate on 
" Christ our Passover . . • sacrificed for us^ offered ^^ once for 
allP The sacrifice can never be repeated, because perfect and 
complete atonement has been made (Heb. ix. 12, vii. 27, x. 10 ; 
I Pet. iii. 18 R.y.) ; but it needs appropriation by blood-sprink- 
ling, and feasting on the slain '' Lamb " and true Antitype of 
'^unleavened Bread." (2) Second appearing answering to 
" First-fruits," when Christ rose from the dead (i Cor. xv. 23), 
"on the morrow after the Sabbath" (Lev. xxiii. 11 ; Mait. 
xxviiL i), and ascending to heaven, entered " holiest" "by His 
own blood," there " to appear in the presence of God for us ; " 
and while there — representing and advocating the cause of His 
people — the " weeks " are running on, till the time appointed 
for His (3) Third appearing, answering to the " Ingathering," 
when He shall appear according to promise (John xiv. 1-4 ; 
Acts i. 11), to gather His people to Himself. Glorious gather- 
ing of fruit of His labours, when " He shall see of the travail of 
His soul, and shall be satisfied" (Isa. liii. 11). This now is the 
blessed hope of the Church (Tit. ii. 13). Is it yours? 

2. THREE APPEARINGS AS RELATING TO ISRAEL, 
(i) " Feast of unleavened bread," which told of deliver- 
ance from Egypt, and pointed to Jesus, the true " Bread-Corn," 
pure and unleavened, Who died to bring forth much fruit 
(John xii. 24), and to be provision for His people. When 
Israel restored, they will celebrate this feast retrospectively 
(Ezek. xiv. 21-25) tor seven days ; seven bullocks and seven 
rams being offered daily, pointing to completeness of their salva- 
tion through "blood," when they shall have been led to the 
cleansing "Fountain" (Zech. xiii. i). (2) Feast of weeks, 
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beginning with "first fruits," and continuing till full corn 
harvest reaped ; the former, earnest of latter, and typifying, we 
believe, the revival, or resuscitation of Israel in future, when 

{esus will gather ** together the outcasts of Israel " (Ps. cxlvii. 2 ; 
)eut. XXX. 3 ; Isa. xi. 12), and they shall receive life from the 
dead, through Him Who is " the Resurrection and the Life " 
(Isa. xxvi. 19; Ezek. xxxvii. 11-14; John xi. 25, 26). The 
"former rain" and "latter rain" were needed during the 
"Feast of Weeks" to procure a good harv>;st, and both are 

fromised to Israel in future, literally and typically (Deut. xi. 14 ; 
er. v. 24 ; Zech. x. i). " The Former Rain " points to Jesus, as 
" Teacher of righteousness " (Joel ii. 23, marg.) " The Latter " 
when " He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass " 
(Ps. Ixxii. 6), making hard hearts "soft with showers" of g^ace 
(Ps. Ixv, 10; Ezek. xxxvi. 25-27), confirming and strengthening 
His inheritance (Ps. Ixviii. 9). Israel " revived " shall live in 
His sight (Hos. vi. 1-3) as the chosen nation, towards which He 
now waits to be gracious. Through the outpouring of the 
Spirit, only partially fulfilled at Pentecost (Joel ii. 28), shall be 
gathered the " first fruits," or Jewish remnant (James i. 18 *), 
and at the end of the " weeks," or set time for full harvest, shall 
the "nation be born at once^ (Isa. Ixvi. 8), "all Israel shall be 
saved " (Rom. xi. 26), and then shall they keep the (3) ** Feast 
OF Tabernacles" (Deut. xvi. 13-17) with true joy, not ^^appear- 
ing^ before the Lord "empty," but from grateful hearts oftering 
as the Lord shall prosper each. The name of the city shall 
then be Jehovah-Shammah, " the Lord is there" (Ezek. xlviii. 
35). He will come, not only to deliver, but to dwell in Zion 
(Joel ii. 27 ; Ps. ix. 11, Ixxvi. 2, cxxxv. 21). When Jesus first 
" appeared," He was rejected of " His own," so His time for 
keeping "the feast of Tabernacles" (John i. 11, vii. 6-8), was 
not then come. He could then only go, " as it were, in secret " to 
the feast (v. 10). His going " openly " is reserved for Israel's 
future, when " the daughter of Zion " shall rejoice because the 
Lord Cometh to " tabernacle," or " dwell in her midst " (Zech. 
ii. 10*12). And year by yenr, as the feast is kept in the seventh 
month for seven days, — telling of accomplished completeness, — 
Messiah, "the Prince," tabernacling and reigning "in the 
midst," "every one that is left of all the nations " shall "go up . . . 
to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and' to keep the feast," and 
all shall be " Holiness unto the Lord " (Zech. xiv. 16, 20). 

a THREE APPEARINGS AS REGARDS THE 
CHURCH. This to us is the most practical part of the subject} 

* Though this passage is doubtless applicable to believers in this dis- 
pensation, the epistle being addressed to *' the twelve tribes,*' bears special, 
application to Israel in the future. 

O 
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though there is much to be learnt by studying the Lord's deal- 
ings with Israel, (i) "Christ our Passover/' is the sole 
ground of salvation for every member of the Church, and to the 
** Lamb slain " will ascend praise throughout the endless ages 
of eternity (Rev. v. 6-13). Through His death alone can any 
obtain life, while feeding on Him can alone sustain that life. 
He died representatively " for allP His death is beneficial to 
each when drawn by the Father's love and Holy Spirit's power, 
to believe on the Son's substitutionary Sacrifice. Can all here 
say from blessed experience, ^ He loved me and gave Himself 
for tne^ (GaL iL 2a Press home the question.) In Lev. xxiiL 
the Church is more definitely seen in connection with these • 
feasts fthan in Ex. and Deut) under the figure of *^ two wave- 
loaves '' (vs. 1^-29}, '^baken with leaven," telling of the old sin-* 
ful nature which ever exists in its members on earth, as con- 
trasted with the sinless humanity of our blessed Lord, typified 
(vs. 10-13) in the meat-offering of "fine flour" and "oiL" 
Observe also that the " wave-loaves " were to be waved by the 
priest (v, 20), with — 

(2) " THE BREAD OF THE FIRST FRUITS," telling of 
resurrection with Christ, in and through Whom alone Church, 
or any member thereof, "accepted" (Eph. i, 6). This we see 
further set forth by the sacrifices offered with the ** wave-loaves " 
(vs. 16-19), on the fiftieth day from "the morrow after the 
Sabbath" (vs. 15, 16), shadowing forth the calling out of the. 
Church on "the day of Pentecost" (Acts ii.), by the Holy 
Spirit — then given — bringing home to the hearts (** willing in 
the day " of His power), Christ crucified, as preached by Peter. 
Thus the Church is seen to be "the first fruits unto the Lord," 
being "begotten ... by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead" (i Pet. i. 3), and made one with Him, Who, sacrificed as 
Passover, rose as "first fruits" (Rom. vi. i-ii ; Eph. ii. 5, 6). 
Having also ** the first fruits of the Spirit " (Rom. viii. 23), 
She was "raised up with Him," "that in the ages to come, 
He (God) might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are 
ye saved through faith " (Eph. ii, 7, 8). Are all here partakers 
of that grace ? If not, why ? 

Mark the importance of Christ's resurrection as "First 
Fruits " (i Cor. xv. 17-23). It declares Him " to be the Son of 
God with power" (Rom. i, 4). It gives assurance of the. 
Father's acceptance of His perfect atonement, figured in the 
"Sheaf" waved before the Lord (Lev. xxiii. 10, 11). Also, that 
by Him God will "judge the world in righteousness " (Acts 
xvii. 31). Further, it is a pledge to believers of their spiritual 
resurrection with Him now^ and of their resurrection in glorified 
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bodies at His. domine again (if '* asleep " when He returns ; 
I Thess. iv. 15}. And meanwhile, during the present interval, 
He^ through the Spirit, is still calling out the members of His 
mystical body, the Church. The harvest of believers is growing 
and ripening till the ** appointed time** (Hab. ii. 3 ; Heb. x. 36, 
37), when — 

(3) THE INGATHERING shall take place at "the coming 
of the Lord " for His people. The three thousand gathered at 
Pentecost as ** first fruits '* or nucleus of the Church, are but a 
faint shadow, though earnest or pledge of the immense "multi- 
tude " that shall be " caught up ... to meet the Lord in the air," 
trophies of His grace and love and wondrous worky^T them. 
And when " Christ Who is our life shall appear,** aU who are 
His shall appear, or be manifested, with Him in glory (Col. iii. 

4, R.V.) 

See how the Lord's people are bound up with His three 
appearings. But of no avail to any, till know by happy 
' experience that He bare ^^«^ sins at first appearing (x Pet. ii. 
24), that He hung zsyaur Substitute on Calvary's cross, that for 
you He now appears " in the presence of God " as " Forerunner" 
and "Advocate" (Heb. vi. 20; i John ii. i), and that for you 
He will come aeain. While the Holy Spirit testifies of Jesus 
here below (John xv. 26; Acts v. 32), and pleads within 
believers' souls (Rom. viii. 26, 27), He, Jesus, presents their 
petitions above, with the pure and holy incense of His own 
merits (Rev. viii. 3, 4 ; Lesson 47). Thus, though the atoning 
work was " finished " on earth (John xvii. 4, xix. 30), Jesus is 
ceaselessly occupied for His people above "till He come" 
again. 

Has Jesus been manifested to your soul as an all-sufficient 
Saviour ? If He has, then are you presenting out of gratitude 
the " two wave-loaves" of body and spirit (i Cor. vL 20), to be 
accepted through His merits, mixed though they be "with 
leaven?" And are you in this Pentecostal Dispensation offer- 
ing " a tribute of a freewill ofiering . . . unto the Lord " (Deut. xvi. 
10; 2 Cor. viii. 1-5, 12, ix. 7, 8), "according as the Lord thy 
God hath blessed theef^ Are you giving Him of His own? 
(i Chron. xxix. 16.) If you value His love and vroxk for you^ 
this will surely be the result. And as there was a special pro- 
mise to Israel connected with their appearing before the Lord 
as commanded (Ex. xxxiv. 24), so are there many precious 
promises to those who now wait on the Lord, or are called to ^ 
give up aught for Him (Isa. xl. 31 ; Ps. xxvii. 14 ; Lam. liL 25 ; ' 
Hatt jux. 29X 



Vbc presence of tbe %otb. 

Ex. xzxiU. 14; Itt. fadii. 9; Matt, zzyiu. 2a 

Haying— for the sake of more tntelUeexit apprehension of the. 
Tabc9macle--considered together the directions given to Moses 
on the Mount, and the execution thereof, we must now revert to 
what occurred in the interval between the twa When Moses 
descended from the Mount, after receiving from God Himself 
detailed instructions for preparing Him an " Habitation," he 
found the people — as told by God— engaeed in idolatrous wor- 
ship of golden calf (Ex. xxxiL; Lesson 41) ; and though he had 
already pleaded with Jehovah for them, and received a gracious 
answer (vs. 7-14), yet he was so overcome with the sight that 
met his eye, that he brake the tables, which had been "written 
with the finger of God" (ver. 19, xxxi. 18). Then followed the 
destruction of the idol (ver. 20), and the slaughter of three thou- 
sand (vs. 26-28) ; after which Moses again entreats the Lord to 
pardon th^ir sin, and blot htm out of His book rather than 
them; but while there is a promise that His "^ Angel" should 
go before Moses, yet the Lord *^ plagued the people ^vs. 34, 35). 
Then He bids Moses depart and go with them — threatening 
not to go Himself— -and shows the danger they are in of being 
consumed (Ex. xxxiiL 1-3). No wonder Moses was cast down, 
and "broken" in spirit, as the tables were in fact! Such a 
contrast to the Mount, where he had been privileged to hold 
such close intercourse with Jehovah, and been given such 
minute details as to the " Sanctuary," all telling of the Lord's 
gracious intention of not only leading, but dwelling in the midst 
of His people, with every provision needed to bring them near 
to Himself. 

Now, a tabernacle must be pitched outside the camp,* for those 
who would seek the Lord, for He cannot manifest His presence 
in the midst of idolatry; and when Jehovah again spake to 
Moses " face to face," again he pleads earnestly that the Lord 
will show him the way, and consider the " nation as His people" 
(vs. 8-13) ; and then comes the gracious answer — 

L " MY PRESENCE shaU go with thee ;" or more Uterally, 
'^ I Myself will go," &c. No mere delegate or messenger, but 
Jehovah Himself. What comfort must these words have given 
to the distressed leader of Israel ! What comfort will they be to 
Israel in the future, when their "Prince" — Jehovah- Jesus — is 
*^ in the midst of them," going in, and going forth with them 

* The Septuagint rendexs Ex. xxxvii. 7: "Moses struck kh teat,-* Aa 
At any rate, it is clearly not the tabernacle, as that was not made or reared 
till later. 



' Tfte Presence of the Lord, 203 

(Ezek. sdvL 10}. And what comfort have they been to thou- 
sands of the Lord's people in the Christian dispensation ! How 
often, in times of distress, doubt, difficulty, have Christians 
echoed the words of Moses, "If Thy Presence," &c. (ver. 15), 
If that " Presence" be not with us, we are not in the "right 
way " (Ps. evil 7). If it be^ we cannot be in the wrong path. 
Difficulties may arise, the way may be long and trying; but 
that Presence is sufficient to carry us through all. Presence 
indicates (i) SUPPORT OF COUNTENANCE. Surely all know 
something of this. If difficulty to face, enemy to meet, oppo- 
sition to stem, what support in the presence of one able to over- 
come all! The genersd's presence encourages in the day of 
battle, the counsellor's in debate, the friend's in any trying crisis. 
Jehovah-Jesus is all these. Again, it gives the (2) JOY OF 
COMPANIONSHIP. How dreary to face all alone ! No friend 
to confide in, consult, tell of progress ; of difficulties met and 
vanquished. How joyful, on the other hand, to have a friend 
ever near, to share joys or sorrows, to help in every time of 
need I Such is Jehovah-Jesus. (3) Security of guidance 
is also included in that Presence. Lose sight of it, and you 
are as a ship without a rudder in a gale. Keep it in mind ; 
keep looking towards Him Whose eye is upon you to guide 
(Ps. xxxiL 8, marg.), and you are sure of safe guidance. Other 
guides may err, but Jehovah never. And (4) It gives power. 
*^ Without Me," &c (John xv. 5). With^ all things possible 
(PhiL iv. 13). 

2. PRESENCE PROMISED NOW. That wondrous pro- 
mise not confined to Moses, Joshua (ch. i. p), or other Old Tes- 
tament saints; but renewed to Church m this dispensation 
(Matt. xxviiL 20). " I am^ &c., not will be, but always pre- 
sent ; " will never leave," &c (Heb. xiii. 5). But observe ! the 
promise is to the Lord's people, not to the world ; and to enjov 
it, they must dwell in " the secret place," or Presence (Ps. xci. i;, 
the good place at His feet (Luke viii. 35, x. 39^ 42), over- 
shadowed by His wings (Ps. xvii. 8, xci. 4), which gives con- 
fidence and joy (Ps. Ixi. 4, Ixiii. 7). Hearkening to His word 
(Prov. viii. 34 ; Matt xvii. 5 ; Heb. i. 2), doing His will (Matt, 
xii. 50; John xiiL 17), and then they will find in that Pre- 
sence, (i) Safety (Ps. xxxi. 20); (2) Joy (Ps. xvi. 11); (3) 
Answer to prayer (2 Chron. xx. 9); (4) Glory and honour 
(i Chron. xvi. 27). Have we this Presence ? Have we asked, 
sought for it ? First, are all here the Lord's ? Redeemed by 
His precious blood ? Born of the Spirit ? To such only are 
these words of Jesus addressed, '^ I am with you," &a Till 
know Jesus as Saviour, do not desire His Presence. As God, 
He is — in one sense — present everywhere ; and if offending or 
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, . . . . , . 

disobeying Him, vain to endeavour to hide, or "flee from" 
(Gen. iii. 8 ; Jon. i. 3. 10 ; Ps. cxxxix. 7, &c.) But in the sense 
of Ex. xxxiii. 14, and Matt, xxviii. 20, He is only present with 
His people. Important^ then, to be clear on this point. Are 
we His ? If so, look further at — 

a RESULT OF PRESENCE, namely, "rest." "I will 
give,*' &c See all that this implies. Rest, (i) From sin, 
for He put it away (Heb. ix. 26). And when sinner taught by- 
Spirit to know that Jesus bare his sinS, then rest indeed from 
fear of "wrath to come" (Matt. iii. 7), as just punishment for 
sin ; for in all humility, yet confident boldness, he may say, God 
Who is perfectly **just,'* cannot injustice punish twice^ there- 
fore if Jesus bare my sins, God will not, cannot punish me for 
them TRom. iii. 2J, 26). (2) From anxious care, for He can 
cast all on Him Who careth for His people (Matt. vi. 25-34, 
R.V.; Phil. iv. 6; i Pet. v. 7). (3) IN temptation, for Jesus 
"is able to succour,** &c. (Heb. ii. 18), and has furnished His 
people with same weapon of offence with which He fought and 
conquered Satan (Eph. vi. 17 ; Matt. iv. 4, 7, 10), and He is the 
Christian's panoply of defence, " Helmet," " Shield," " Girdle," 
&c. This produces (4) Rest in conflict, one of the para- 
doxes of the Christian life, for. assured of the presence of Jesus, 
and that He is fighting their battles, they are at rest as to issue 
of every conflict, while exercising unceasing vigilance. Then 
there is (5) Rest in His love, of which He has given indis- 
putable proof (John xv. 13, x. 15). It is "better than wine" 
(Song i. 2, iv. 10), more exhilarating, more strengthening, 
" strong as death," and " many waters cannot quench " it (Song 
viii. 6, 7). To trace it through Scripture in all its characteristics 
and actings would take months, but to know something of it 
gives (6) Rest in Him. Not merely in His attributes, His 
work, past and present, but in Himself. He is the believer's 
true and only Rest, and in Him he looks forward to enter into 
"the rest" (or Sabbath-keeping), that "remaineth," &c. (Heb. 
iv. 9), the "fulness of joy" in that immediate Presence where 
the " upright shall dwell " (Ps. cxl. 13), while even now we may 
come into His Presence with singing and thanksgiving. But 
how little do Christians believe and remember that Presence I 
or draw therefrom the comfort and support it should give. Do 
all here know that Jesus is now in our midst as surely as if seen 
by the bodily eye ? But there is another side to this subject, 
namely — 

4. THE EFFECT OF GOD'S PRESENCE ON THE 
WICKED. They « fall and perish at " (Ps. ix. 3), as did Judas 
and his band at the words, " I AM " (John xviii. 5, 6). Jesus 
suffered Himself to be taken then, as He ** came into the world 
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to save sinners'' ( I Tim. i. 15), but when He^comes again to 
exercise righteous judgments, **the nations" will tremble at His 
Presence, and the mountains flow (Isa. Ixiv. 1-3), as Sinai was 
-moved (Ps. Ixviii. 8 ; see also xcvii. 5, with Mic. i. 4). Thfe 
cities shall be ** broken down " (Jer. iv. 26), all creation ** shake" 
(Ezek. xxxviii. 20), the earth be "burned at" (Nah. i. 5), the 
wicked " perish at " (Ps. Ixviii. 2). Well may men be bidden to 
-hold their peace " at the Presence of the Lord God" (Zeph. i. 7), in 
that terrible " day." Will they " not tremble" even now at this 
" Presence " (Jer. v. 22), while in love and mercy God warns of 
what shall be ? and now in **the day of salvation" (2 Cor. vi. 2), 
seek the comfort of His Presence before the day comes when — 
5. BANISHMENT FROM HIS PRESENCE will be the 
sentence pronounced on the impenitent and disobedient. To be 
"cut off from" the Presence of the Lord was punishment under 
Levitical law (Lev. xxii. 3), and though the Lord bore long with 
Judah, yet at length He "cast them out from His Presence^* 
(2 Kings xiii. 23, xxiv. 20 ; Jer. xxiii. 39). This is but for a time, 
as there is mercy in store for God's ancient people, and when 
they shall ** acknowledge their offence," the departed Presence 
will return (Hos. v. 15 ; Lev. xxvi. 40-42 ; Jer. xxix. 13, 14). 
But when the Lord comes in judgment, **^z/^r/^zj//>f|f destruction " 
from His " Presence " will be the award ** to them that know not," 
&C. (2 Thess. i. 8, 9). Awful fate I strikingly portrayed in Cain 
(Gen. iv. J3-16), who, — not to be put to death, — was driven from 
that Presence, manifested (as we believe) in the Shechinah, at 
the entrance of Eden, where the worshipper who approached 
God through blood-shedding (as appointed) found acceptance. 
But Cain was driven hence, and mark his words 1 (ver. 13). 
What then will be the words and feelings of those whom he 
typifies ? They may scorn, despise, or laugh now, at the thought 
of the Presence of the Lord as Saviour, Guide, Friend, Com- 
forter ; BUT, when banished therefrom for ever^ they will long 
for and bitterly lament the opportunities lost of accepting God's 
love in Christ. Some will plead, having " eaten and drunk " in 
His presence, and been within sound of His teaching (Luke 
xiii. 26), but He Who "searcheth all hearts" and knows that these 
acts of theirs have been but a mere outward profession, will 
address to them those terrible words, " Depart from Me," &c. 
(ver. 27). Any here unsaved ? Will you not now cry unto God 
from your heart, " Cast me not away from Thy Presence ? " (Ps. 
li. 11). And may He in His grace and mercy so change your 
heart through the Spirit and train you for Himself, that you may 
be amongst the number of those whom He shall ** present fault- 
less before the Presence of His Glory with exceeding joy " (Jude 
24.) God grant this for His own Name and mercy's sake. 



LL 

XCbe flame of tbe %ov^, 

Ex. xxxiii. 19, xxxiv. 5-7 ; Phil. iu 10^ It* 

Deep, precious, practical truth before us to-day ! To soar to 
its heignt, or fathom its depth, is beyond the finite ; but by the 
Spirit's teaching, faith is enabled to grasp something of its 
meaning, comfort, power, as set forth in God's Word. 

It was in response to Moses' request (Ex. xxxiiL 18) that the 
Almighty said, '* I will proclaim — 

L *^THE NAME OF THE LORD." But first, Moses 
must be in a safe place, for none could see Jehovah's face and 
live (vs. 20-22 ; Lesson 52}. Safely placed in *' clift of the rock," 
the Lord fulfilled His promise and proclaimed His Name — ^and 
sucM a Name ! A Name by which the Almighty makes known 
to us something of His character and attributes, (i) '^ LORD " 
or Jehovah ; the Self-Existent, all-powerful '<I Am" (Lesson 
31}. ** Lord" twice repeated, doubling, so to speak, or intensi- 
fying its mysteries and comprehensiveness. (2) *^ GOD," telling 
of infinite power, might, majesty, control. He speaks, and who 
can "let" or hinder? (Isa. xliiL 13.^ (3) "Merciful" (Ps. 
ciil 8 ; Jer. iii. 12 ; Jon. iv. 2). Gods "mercy is great" (Ps. 
Ivii. 10). The fatherless find it (Hos. xiv. 3}, so the widow and 
afflicted (Ex. xxiL 22 ; Ps. x. 14, xviii. 27, Ixviii. 5), over whom 
He yearns with sweet and tender love. He giveth balm for 
wounds, medicine for sickness, comfort in sorrow (Ps. cxlvii. 3 ; 
Matt. viii. 17 ; 2 Cor. i. 3). He is the AU-MercifuL (4) GRA- 
CIOUS (2 Chron. xxx. 9; Neh. ix. 17; Ps. cxi. 4, cxiL 4, cxvL 5; Joel 
ii. 13). This is a yet more comforting title, since grace helps the 
unworthy^ sinners, outcasts. Grace moved the Father to give 
His Son. Grace moved the Son to come and meet man's need. 
By grace alone are any saved ; by grace the saved ones stand 
and walk (Tit. ii. 11, iii. 7 ; 2 Cor. viii. 9 ; Rom. iii. 24, v. 15, 
xi. 6 ; I Cor. xv. 10 ; Eph. ii. 8 ; i Pet. v. 12). (5) " Long- 
suffering " (Ps. hcxxvi. 15 ; Rom. ii. 4). Can any doubt this 
attribute of Jehovah, when they look around at the wickedness, 
profanity, drunkenness, crime; and yet there is still sparing 
mercy. And why ? Just because the Lord " is long-suffering to 
usward, not willing," &c. (2 Pet. iii. 9.) As He " waited in the 
days of Noah " (i Pet. iii. 20), so now He waits ; but there was 
a limit then, and so must there be again (2 Pet. iii. 5-7, 10, &c.) 
(6) "Abundant in goodness and truth " (Ps. xxxi. 19, cxvii. 
2, cviii. 4). No lack for those who will accept the rich provi- 
sions of His love, all centred in cross of Christ (i Cor. i. 17, 18, 
23,24; Gal. vi. 14). In cross, "mercy and truth" met (Ps. 
Ixxxv. 10); and thus God can be "Just," and yet " Justifier," &c. 
(Rom. iii. 24, 25). (7) " KEEPING MERCY.'? Here is yet further 
display of grace. The Lord still waits to be gracious (Isa. xxx. 
18), ready to pour out of His rich storehouse of mercy upon all 
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who will call upon Him (Ps. Ixxxvi. 5). Any here unsaved ? 
He is waiting now ioxyou; keeping mercy for you. How much 
longer will you keep Him waiting r Delay not till too late, for 
there is a limit ; and no one knows when his day of grace will 
close ! (8) " Forgiving iniquity, transgression, sin." Can 
anything be richer, fuller, more widely extending ? Blessed proof 
that God willeth not the death of a sinner (Ezek. xviii. 23, 32X 
but rather that '' all " should be saved (i Tim. ii. 4). Then why 
are any lost ? Because, though God willeth^ they will not (John 
V. 40 ; Matt, xxiii. 37}. And God is perfect in all His attri- 
butes ; holy, just, and righteous, as well as merciful ; hence He 

(9) " WILL BY no means CLEAR THE GUILTY ;" that is, thoSC 

who reject His offers of mercy, who trust to themselves instead 
of Christ, who prefer law to grace. Judged by law, all stand 
condemned, for '*all have sinned,'' &c. (Rom. iii. 23); but **God . . . 
in Christ reconciling," &c., imputes or reckons not trespasses to 
believers (2 Cor. v. 18, 19, R.V.) Observe, this wondrous Name 
was proclaimed to Moses at the very time the second set of 
tables was given, and exhibits Jehovah as merciful in grace 
and just in government. His justice seen in last clause^ (10) 
** Visiting the iniquity," &c. Often may this be traced now, 
and it speaks with solemn voice to parents ; yet it shuts not 
out grace to repentant soul (Ezek. xviii. 14, 19) who will come — 
self-emptied — ^to receive of God's fulness in Christ. 

2. THE NAME- WHAT IS IT? (i) "Glorious and 
fearful" (Deut xxviii. 58; Isa. xxx. 27 ; Mai. i. 11, 14). Made 
glorious by leading His people (Isa. Ixiii. 14 ; Ex. xxiii. 27, with 

iosh. ii. 9, 11), who shall yet ^know" Him as Lord, when He 
as wrought with them for His " Name's sake" (Ezek. xx. 44). 

It is (2) A STRONG HABITATION OR TOWER (Prov. XViii. lO ; 

2 Sam. xxii. 3, 51 ; Ps. Ixi. 3, Ixxi. 3, xci. 2). Have you taken 
refuge therein ? (3) Defence, deliverance, strength for 

CONQUEST, POWER FOR KEEPING (Ps. XX. I, Cxvi. 4, 1 3, Cxviii. 

ia-12, cxxiv. 8; i Sam. xvii. 45; John xvii. 11). In that 
" Name " the Lord's people set up their " banners ^ (Ps. xx. 5). 
(4) Jesus, Embodiment of Name (Ex. xxiii. 20, 21 ; Luke v. 
8 ; jfohn xx. 28 ; Phil. ii. 10, with Isa. xlv. 22, 23), hence (5) 
Salvation in "none other" (Acts iv. 10-12). It is (6) A 

GROUND OF APPEAL AMONG BRETHREN (l Cor. i. lo). (7) ALL- 
POWERFUL in prayer (John xiv. 13, XV. 16, xvi. 23). (8) ** AS 
OINTMENT POURED FORTH " (Song i. 3), filling believer's heart 
and home with its sweetness, as did Mary's, the house at 
Bethany (John xii. 3). (9) A gathering-place now for the 
Lord's people (Matt, xviii. 20), during the Millennium for all 
nations (Jer. iii. 17; Isa. Ix. 9). 

a WHERE NAME PLACED. Where Jehovah records 
His Name, there blessing accrues to His worshipping people 
(Ex. XX. 24; Deut, xii. 5-11, xiv. 23, xvi. 6, 11). Jerusalem 
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csppcially that place, and the temple therein (i Kings viii. 17, 
20, ix. 3 ; 2 Chron. vi. 10^ vii. i6yxii. 13 ; Ezra vi. 12 ; Neh. i. 9), 
and though not there now, as predicted (Jer. vii. 10-15 ; 
2 Kings xxiii. 27), the time is coming when it will be again 
(Isa. xviii. 7 ; Ezek. xlviii. 35). The city shall bear the very 
Name of the Lord Himself (Jer. xxiii. 6, xxxiii. 16). The Name 
was also put, or "called upon" **the children of Israel" (Num. 
vi. 27 ; 2 Chron. vii. 14 ; Dan. ix. 18, 19) which brings blessing 
and creates awe (Deut. xxviii. 10 ; Isa. xliii. 7}. So now *^ the 
Name** is on all who are baptized 'Mnto" (Matt, xxviii. 19; 
Acts X. 48), and called by (or upon whom the name is called) as 
Ark of old (2 Sam. vi. 2, marg.) Gentiles now admitted to 
the privilege (Acts xv. 17, with Amos ix. 11, 12, marg.) See 
also the reward promised to *' overcomer," the 144,000, and 
the servants of God in eternal state (Rev. iii. 12, xiv. i, xxii. 4), 
all telling of blessing. That precious Name has probably been 
called upon all here, but is it enshrined in heart ? If so, then truly 
entitled to be called by (Acts xi. 26). 
4. HOW NAME TO BE USED ? (i) Not blasphemed, 

PROFANED, POLLUTED, TAKEN IN VAIN, or MISUSED (Lev. xix. 

12, xxii. 2 ; Ex. xx. 7 ; Ezek. xx. 9, 14 ; I Tim. vi. i ; Matt. vii. 
22). It was so by Israel (Lev. xxiv. 1 1-16 ; Ezek. xxxvi. 20-23), 
and alas ! too often by those bearing the name of Christian. It 
is to be (2) Hallowed ^Matt. vL 9); Glorified (Ps. Ixxxvi. 9, 
12 ; 2 Thess. i. 12), and (3) Feared, or had in holy awe (Deut. 
xxviii. 58 ; i Kings viii. 43 ; Ps. Ixi. 5, cii. 15). The last tells 
specially of what shall be when the Lord shall build up Zion. 
Isaiah lix. 19 refers also to future, but applicable to present, 
as many can testify how " the Spirit of the Lord" has ** put to 
fliis^ht (marg.) their great foe (see promises ; MaL iv. 2 ; Rev. xi. 
18). By hearing God's words, learn to fear Him (Deut. iv. 10). 
Do we hear, and hear aright ? (Luke viii. 18 ; Heb. iv. 2). (4) 
Ministered in, as by Levites of old (Deut. xviii. 5, 7), for no 
service is acceptable to Father unless done in Name of Son, 
through power of Spirit. (5) Called on, as by Abraham 
(Gen. xii. 8, xiii. 4), Isaac (Gen. xxvi. 25), Elijah (i Kings 
xviii. 24), the Psalmist (Ps. cxvi. 4, 17), the early Christians 
(Acts ix. 14). And so, by all who will be saved (Rom. 
X. 13, with Joel ii. 32, and Acts ii. 21 ; Zeph. iii. 9). Those 
who know the Lord are to (6) Bear or "proclaim" His 
Name (Acts ix. 15 ; Isa. xii. 4, marg.) If we know this precious 
Name, are we proclaiming it ? or bearing witness to its power? 
(7) Remembered, rejoiced in, praised (Ps. xx. 7, 5, Ixix. 30, 
cxiii. 3, cxlv. i), as by Hezekiah (2 Chron. xxxi. 2, 8, xxxii. 8), and 
blessed even in trial (Job i. 21). Are we thus acting? (8) 
Manifested or declared, as the Father's was by Christ 
(John xvii. 6, 26). Thus should it' be by Christians, doing all 
to His Name, and " for His Name's sake " (Col. iii. 1753 John 7), 
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The " wondrous works " of the Lord declare His Name (Ps. Ixxv. 
i), how much more should Christians in their lives ! Must first 
know^ which includes trust or belief (^s, ix. 10 ; Isa. 1^ 10, lii. 6 ; 
I John iii. 23), and see hlessed results (Ps. xci. 14). And those 
who do know should WALK, feed in (Mic. iv. 5, v. 4 ; Zech. x. 

12), SPEAK BOLDLY IN (ActS ix. 29), HOLD FAST (Rev. ii. I3), 
BEAR ALL, BE READY TO DIE FOR (Rev. ii. 3 ; Acts xxi. I3), 

Glorify and bless in midst of deepest tribulation (Isa. xxiv. 
15), and GIVE thanks unto (Ps. cxxii. 4). Tried by such 
a standard, all must confess failure. This Name is among the 
" deep things of God," which are ** foolishness *' to the ** natural 
man," but precious where the Spirit reveals (i Cor. ii. 10-14). 
Has He thus taught you ? And do you think with pleasure of 
the time when this great and glorious Name will be universally 
honoured and praised ? (Mai. i. 11 ; Ps. Ixxil 17, cxiii. 1-3, cxxxv. 
I ; Phil. ii. 10). What tremendous responsibility rests on all called 
by Name of Christ ! and on whom has been called the Name of 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ! Let each examine himself or her- 
self as in God's sight, and ask, Do I profess to know, and if so, am 
I living up to and worthy of this privilege, and of— 

5. HIM "THAT COMETH IN THE NAME OF THE 
LORD " (Ps. cxviii. 26)? Jesus came in His Father's Name, and 
was not received, but He tells how "another shall come in his 
own name," and be received (John v. 43). These words were 
addressed to the Jewish nation, to whom the Antichrist will pre- 
sent himself as the long-expected Messiah, and all predicted 
— by our Lord (Matt, xxiv.) and the Old Testament prophets — 
concerning him and the trouble to fall on the Jewish nation, 
will be fulfilled to the letter ; as well as their deliverance by 
Jesus the Deliverer (Rom. xi. 26), when He shall ** turn away 
ungodHness," &c., and be welcomed by the Jewish nation, as 
pictured in Matt. xxi. 1-9. Then the acclamation shall truly go 
up, "Blessed is He that cometh," &c. (Matt, xxiii. 38, 39), and 
they shall indeed rejoice in that Name (Ps. Ixxxix. 16). Now 
their "house is left unto them desolate,^ striking proof of truth 
of our Lord's words. They know not the Name, but we profess 
to know it, therefore the question arises. Are we ready to 
receive Jesus if He come to-night ? As He may come any day, 
first to the air, for His Church, before He returns to earth. The 
Name of the Lord has been declared to us by Jesus (Ps. xxii. 
22), when God, looking down from heaven, and pitying our low 
estate (Ps. cii. 19-21), sent His beloved Son, that we, through 
Him, might learn the Father's love, and all that is included in 
His Name ; and all who have received salvation in and through 
it, should live to His glory, in the manifestation thereof; walking 
in the steps of Him, Who is the embodiment of " the Name*' 
sweet and precious to every child of God, and bringing joy to 
those who love it. 
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Ex. zzziiL i9i xL 34; Luke ii. 9; Tit ii. 13, R.V. 

ThiS| and the two preceding subjects, are intimately connected 
with each other ; distinct, yet forming one harmonious whole, 
even as the three Persons of the blessed Trinity, One God ; 
each and all here brought before us in grace, mercy, and love. 

Presence may tell of the Spirit's indwelling, though each 
of the three Persons thus spoken of (Johnxiv. 23 ; i Cor. iii. 16), 
invisible, yet manifested. Name may speak of the Son, for 
there is ''none other" for salvation (Acts iv. 12^ though Father 

f'ves and Holy Spirit reveals, and into Name, not Names of 
ather. Son, and Holy Spirit, are all baptized (Mattxxviii. 19}. 
Glory may raise thought to Father, or rather the Godhead, 
as manifested to and for man^ in and through Christ by the 
Spirit. Look first at — 

L THE GLORY IN CONNECTION WITH ISRAEL. 
Past, present, future, (i) Past. The Glory first seen in the 
wilderness (Ex. xvi. 7, 10), when Israel had been drawn from 
the bondage and allurements of Egypt. Then on Mount Sinai 
fEx. xxiv. 16^ 17), to the terror of the people (Deut. v. 23-25, 
&c., with Ex. xix. 18), and even Moses said," I exceedingly fear 
and quake" (Heb. xii. 21); yet later, he besought God to show 
him His glory, and the gracious answer came, " I will make all 
ray goodness pass before thee," &c. (Ex. xxxiii. 18, 19) for God's 
attributes are His glory. And then when the Tabernacle was 
reared, and Aaron and sons had been consecrated, " the glory 
of the Lord** appeared and filled the Tabernacle (Ex. xl. 34; 
Lev. ix. 6, 23), which was thereby " sanctified " (Ex. xxix. 43), and 
Jehovah dwelt amon^ His people in a tent in the wilder- 
ness. Later in their history, when the Temple of Solomon was 
completed, "The glory of the Lord . . . filled the house" 
(i Kings viii. 1 1 ; 2 Chron. v. 14, vii. 1-3)^ and again Jehovah 
dwelt among His people according to promise. Where He 
placed His Name (Lesson 51), there the glory dwelt Glorious 
past as far as Jehovah is concerned, but (2) Israelis present 
IS the result of their requital of His love in the past. Their 
history is familiar to us. Ingratitude, rebellion, idolatry, broken 
Sabbaths, broken commands again and again reiterated, till at 
length Jehovah's threatened judgments were poured out and 
I* Ichabod " is written upon them, for " the Glory of the Lord " 
is departed from Jerusalem, the Temple, the people (Ezek. iii. 23, 
viii. 3, 4, ix. 3, X. 4, 18, 19, xi. 22, 23;. Sad, sad sight ! Such 
is Israel in the present But, blessed be God, there arc pro- 
mises for — 
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(3) The future. Again shall Israel be brought into the 
wilderness, where Jehovah will plead with them, and make them 
to " pass under the rod " (Ezek xx. 35-38), there will be judg- 
ments and purging, and then shall the spirit of repentance and 
mourning be poured upon them (Zech. xii. 10, &c.) The 
**■ Glory of Israel," — the true David, — rejected by the nation now, 
will then be sought for by the remnant in the '^Cave of 
AduUam" (i Sam. xxii. i ; Mic i. 15), and shall come forth to 
reign over the nation (Isa. xxiv. 23 ; Mic. iv. 7). '* All the 
people," that is, Israel, "shall see His glory" (Ps. xcvii. 6), for 
''the glory of the Lord " will then arise upon Zion, it shall be Israel's 
" rereward " (Isa. IviiL 8, Ix. i, 2, 7), shall return to the temple and 
fill the house (Ps. cii. 16 ; Ezek. xliii. 2-5, xliv. 4). Zion shall 
be ** a crown of glory " Isa. Ixii. 3). Glory shall thus ** dwell in " 
the "land " (Ps» Ixxxv. 9), and through Israel shall "the glory of 
the Lord" be made known to other nations (Isa. Ixvi. 18, 19), 
as it should have been in days of yore (i Chron. xvi. 24), and 
among the heathen will the Lord then set His Glory (Ezek. 
xxxix. 21). "All the kings of the earth" shall then see, fear, 
praise (Ps. cii. 15, cxxxviii. 4, 5 ; Isa. Ixii. 2), and "the earth 
shall be filled,** and "shine" with His Glory which "shall en- 
dure for ever" (Num. xiv. 21; Ps. IxxiL 19, civ. 31; Ezek. 
xliii. 2). 

2. THE GLORY IN CONNECTION WITH MANKIND 
AND CHURCH. Turning to the New Testament we read 
(Luke ii. 9), that " the Glory of the Lord shone round about 
them," when the angels announced to the shepherds the birth 
of the Saviour. In Old Testament times the " Glory" was con- 
fined to one nation, but Jesus, Who is "the brightness of" the 
Father's Glory, was "sent," not only xa^lhe people,"/./., Israel, 
but as "Saviour of the world" (John iii. 17 ; i John iv. 14). 
He came to bring peace on earth, to show God's goodness, or 
" good will," " towards men^ and thus bring " glory to God in 
the highest" " The Glory of the Lord " shining forth in the Per- 
son of Jesus, must reflect glory back to the highest heaven, but 
God's own people received not Jesus, and the world would not 
have Him to reign over them (John i. 11 ; Luke xix. 14). 
Hence no glory to Israel, or world at present ; the Jew is " with- 
out Christ," the world is "without God" (Eph. ii. 12), therefore 
without glory, and if Israel is to be visited with judgments before 
"the Glory of the Lord" can return to dwell in their midst, so 
surely the world also, before the glorious time when " all shall 
know " the Lord (Jer. xxxi. 34 ; Heb. viiL 1 1). Seeing what He 
hath wrought in Israel, " the ends of the earth shall fear " and 
worship " Him" (Ps. IxviL 7). Then His glory shall cover the 
heavens, and the earth be fuU of His orai^e (Hab. iii, 3). 
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But where is the Glory now ? God was in the Tabernacle, in 
the Temple, and there was " the Glory ; " God is now in the 
Church (i Cor. iii. i6, vi. 19; 2 Cor. vi. 16 ; Eph. ii. 22 ; 2 Tim. 
i. 14), and there now is the Glory, for God is the Glory of His 
people (Isa. Ix. 19 ; Zech. ii. 5 ; Ps. iii. 3 ; Luke ii. 32). The 
disciples beheld the glory of Jesus (John i. 14), while the world 
saw <'no beauty'' to desire (Isa. liii. 2). So now, believers see' 
and bask in that glory, which to the world is hidden, and even 
Christians sleep, and thereby lose much of the glory, as did the 
disciples on the Mount (Luke ix. 32}. A veil is on the heart of 
Israel now (2 Cor. iii. 15), and the world's eyes are blinded by 
its god. " The Gospel of the Glory," &c., is veiled to them that 
are perishing (2 Cor. iv. 3, 4, R.V.) Not so to the Lord's 
people, who are actually possessed of the Glory given by the 
Lord Himself, and as certain as their calling Qohn xvii. 22 ; 
Rom. viii. 30 ; i Pet v. i, 10). But where the Glory is, there is 
also the — 

a REFLECTION OF THE GLORY. Moses desired to 
see God's glory, and when seen, he so reflected it, that his face 
must be veiled, for Israel could not look upon it (Ex. xxxiv. 29- 
35 ; 2 Cor. iii. 7-13). Jesus, Who is " the Glory " (Hag. ii. 3, 7, 9), 
and the effulgence, or outshining of the Father's glory (Heb. 
i. 3), was veiled in flesh (or none could have looked upon Him), 
but is revealed by the Holy Spirit to the hearts of believers, 
who should reflect His brightness and glory, as it was reflected' 
in the face of Stephen (Acts vi. 15, vii. 55). And so now some- 
times, blessed be God, we do see the faces of Christians, 
luminous from the outshining of the glory that dwells within. 
They do in truth " behold," because ever gazing at " the Glory 
of the Lord," and thus being ** changed into the same image 
from glory to glory as by the Spirit of the Lord," they reflect 
this glory on others (2 Cor. iii. 18). 

Thus should it ever be with the Lord's people ; the world 
should see in their lives and conduct that they are '* the Glory 
of Christ " (2 Cor. viii. 23). Christ sought not His own glory 
(John viii. 50), nor should believers. Christ was raised from 
the dead by, or through "the glory of the Father" (Rom. vi. 4). 
Believers, risen with Him, are to " walk in newness of life," " to 
His glory," in resurrection power (Phil. iii. lo). 

But, how little, alas ! is this the case ! Too often they wilfully 
veil Christ, have not the boldness to confess Him before men, ' 
and oh ! what dishonour do they thus put upon Him ! What 
danger do they run ! (Mark viiL 38). How with you ? Is "the 
glory of God" your object in all? Do you desire that trials, 
sorrows, joys, daily actions, should each and all redound to His 
glory ? (i Cpr, x. 31)* All ^ come short " naturally, but it. should - 
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be far otherwise with believers, and would be, if indeed rejoicing 
**in hope," or expectation, of the full fruition of" the glory" (Rom. 
V. 2). Some there are who do shine brightly, and then how the 
world wonders ! A small piece of broken looking-glass taken from 
the gutter is despised as useless and worthless ; but hold it 
towards the sun, let it catch its rays and reflect them, and see 
how bright, how dazzling ! So the Christian is worthless in him- 
self, but let him only catch a ray from the glory, and oh ! what 
power in that poor, despised, ignorant individual who becomes 
a mirror to reflect Christ I 

Christ was " received up into glory" (i Tim. iii. 16), and is at 
God's right hand in glory (Acts vii. 55). Believers, quickened 
with Christ, and "made sit together in the heavenlies in 
Christ Jesus " (Eph, ii. 6), are even now — in spirit — in glory. 
And as God dwells in humblest believer (Isa. Ivii. 15), $0 within 
that soul is the glory. Wondrous thought ! But now, let us 
carry our thoughts onwards to — 

4. THE APPEARING, MANIFESTATION, REVELA- 
TION OF THE GLORY, AND ITS EFFECTS. " Christ 
f«.you the hope of glory" (Col. i. 27), is now our portion, if 
Christians (for if we have not Christ, we are not Christians) ; 
but we should also be " looking for the blessed hope," ue,^ the 
return of Christ for His people ; and " the appearing of the 
glory," &c. (Tit. ii. 13, R.V.), knowing that we shall then 
" appear," or be manifested with Him (i John iii. 2). Now — as 
said — the glory is veiled, though a ray may sometimes be seen ; 
but tken^ the full blaze ; for it shall be revealed^ or manifested, 
and "all flesh shall see it" (Isa. xl. 5, xxxv. 2). To manifest 
His glory upon the earth of His creation was God's object in 
forming man in His own image ; that object —though deferred 
by the fall — must be fulfilled. "The Second Man" came to 
manifest the glory (Hag. ii. 7, 9, with John i. 14, ii. 11), being 
the Embodiment of the same, as seen by the prophets of old 
(Isa. vi. 1-3, with John xii. 41 ; Ezek. i. 26-28). Man, " the 
image and glory of God" (i Cor. xi. 7). The Second Man, truly 
the " effulgence" thereof (Heb. i. 3). Woman, " the glory of the 
man : " the Church should be " the glory of Christ ; " and (though 
now she but dimly reflects broken rays) she will be fully, at His 
appearing, truly reflecting the glory received from Him. He 
will shine forth in and through His saints (Eph. i. 12, 18) ; and 
even when on earth, He spoke of being "glorified in them" (John 
xvii. 10). This is "the joy that was set before Him" (Heb. 
xii. 2). Overpowering thought ! Redeemed sinners thus 
honoured ! 

Suppose most brilliant light of man's devising, placed in hall 
surrounded with mirrors, that one light would appear like 
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hundreds. Could we enclose the son in such a hall, who can 
imagine the effect ? Then, what of Jesus I ^ the Sun of Right- 
eousnessi'' Who supersedes the need of the material sun i (Isa. 
Ix. 19 ; Rev. xxi. 23.) See Him, surrounded by those myriads 
of redeemed souls, ''ten thousand times ten thousand, and 
thousands of thousands " (Rev. v. i \\ Every saved sinner, from 
fall to '* first resurrection," each and all rdflecting His glory ! 
What magnificent grandeur, dazzling brightness, effulgent radi- 
ancci brilliant splendour, glowing illumination 1 " Glorious 
appearing " indeed ! — ^to those who are sharing it. But — what 
terror-inspiring awe to those upon whom the Lord will then 
pour His righteous judgments ! As of old, the glory appeared 
before judgment (Num. xiv. 10^ 30 ; xvi. 19, 42), so then (Rev. 
xviii. i). NoWy God's " power and glory ** may be seen " in the 
Sanctuary " (Ps. Ixiii. 2). Then it will be seen as a precursor of 
judgment. In vain will men seek to hide from *'the glory of 
His Majesty" (Isa. ii. 19, as Adam from His ^ Presence.'* The 
lawless one shall be destroyed "with the brightness of His 
coming** (2 Thess. ii. 8), and those " who obey not the Gospel," 
&c., ^ shall be punished with everlasting destruction from . . . 
the glory of His power" (2 Thess. i. 8-10). Pen and tongue 
alike fail to depict, or imagination to realize, such a scene, 
when ** the Son of Man . . . shall come in His own glory, and 
in His Father's, and of the holy angels" fLuke ix. 26), and His 
people be " manifested with Him in glory " (Col. iii. 4, R.V.) 

Oh ! that by the Spirit's power, all present may now by faith 
behold '^ the glory of the Lord, " be " changed into the same 
image," &c., and be '* looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing," &c. If meanwhile "fiery trial" should 
come, " think it not strange," " but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are 
partakers of Christ's sufferings ; that when His glory shall be 
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy" (i PeL iv. 13). 
And know moreover that every work done now for our beloved 
Lord shall then have its full reward. May we, who have been 
permitted to meditate together on this glorious theme, be found 
amongst those for whom Jesus prayed (John xvii. 24), beholding 
and sharing His glory throughout the endless ages of eternity. 
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Iaw. Grown 8to, oloth. Si. 6d. 

LITE IN HOSPITAL. By Sister Luor. 16mo, cloth, Is. 

THE CHRISTIAN'S JEWELS. Readings from the Fathers on Faith, 

Hope, and Charity. By the Bey. J. Lbasy, D.G.L. 16mo, Is. 6d. 

THE HIGHWAY OF HOLINESS : An abridgment (in the Author's 

own words) of The Gospel Mystery of Sanctiflcation. By the Bev. Walter Marshall, 
with an introduotory note by A. M. 18mo. doth, Is. 

SPIRIT FOOTPRINTS. By Mrs. Johit Fosteb. Square 16mo, cloth, 

Ss.6d. 

MOMENTS ON THE MOUNT. A Series of Devotional Meditations. 

By the Bev. Gbosgb Mathrsoit, D.D., Author of " The Natural Elements of Bevealed 
Theology," &c. Small crown 8vo, doth. Ss. 6d. 

HIGH AIMS; or. Romantic Stories of Christian Endeavour. By 

Eliavob 0. Price, Author of "A French Heiress," Grown 8vo, doth, 6s. 

SAMUEL GOBAT, Bishop of Jerusalem; His life and Work. A 

Biographical Sketch, drawn chiefly from his own Journals. By his Son. Translated 
and Edited by Mrs. Pebbira. Grown 8vo, cloth, with portrait and illustrations, 7s. 6d. 

THE GOSPEL IN GREAT BRITAIN. By the Rev. S. McNafghton. 

Grown Sto, cloth, Ss. 6d. 

FURTHER RECOLLECTIONS OF AN INDIAN MISSIONARY. 

By the Bey. J. S. Leufolt. Grown 8vo, cloth, 7s. 6d. 

CHOSEN, CHASTENED, CROWNED : A Memoir of Mrs. Shezletok. 

With Portrait. Grown 8to, cloth, Ss. 6d. 

A BOY'S WILL. By Ellen L. Davis. Crown 8vo, with illustra- 
tions, cloth, 2s. 

SUMMERLAND grange. By the Lady Dttistbotne. Crown 8vo, 

with illustrations, cloth, Is. 6d. (" Home and School Series.") 

AN UNWILLING WITNESS. By Miss Ltsteb. Crown 8vo, with 

illustrations, cloth, Ss. 6d. 

WHAT A MAN SOWETH. By Gbace Stebbing. Crown 8vo, with 

illustrations, cloth, Ss. 6d. 

SUNDAY OCCUPATIONS. By Mabt Babclat. SmaU crown 8vo, 

doth. Is. 

SCRIPTURAL STUDIES. By the Rev. Chablbs Bbibges. SmaU 

crown 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

THE LAW OF JEHOVAH : BEING LECTURES ON THE 

BBGALOGUE. By the Bev. J. Matthew. Crown 8to, cloth, 4s. 6d. 

OYER THE HOLY LAND. By the Rev. J. A. Wtlie, LL.D. 

Author of ' • The History of Protestantism." Grown 8vo, doth, 7s. 6d. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF CHRISTIANITY. By the Rev. Professor 

Staeley Lbatheb, D.D. Grown Sto, doth, Ss. 
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OBSCURE CHARACTERS AND MINOR LIGHTS OE SCRIPTURE, 

By the Rev. Fsbdebick Hastings. Grown 8vo, doth, 68. 

THE PUBLIC MINISTRY AND PASTORAL METHODS OF OUR 

LORD. By the Rev. Professor Blaikib, D.D. Grown 8vo, cloth, 6s. 

GLIMPSES THROUGH THE VEIL; or, Some Natural Analogies 

and Bible Types. By James Wabbino Basdslbt, M.A., Author of " Illustratiye 
Texts and Texts Illustrated." Grown Syo, cloth, 5s. 

MEMOIR OF THE REV. G. T. DODDS OF PARIS. By the Rev. 

HosATiUB BoiTAlt, D.D. Grown 8yo, 68. 

LIFE OF MRS. STEWART SANDEMAN, OF BONSKEID AND 

SPRINGLATH). By Mrs. G. P. Babboub, Author of "The Way Home," &c. Grown 
8¥0, doth, with several steel Engravings, 6s. 

DRIFT LEAVES. By Mrs. Hatoraft (Miss MaoRitchib). lemo, 

cloth. Is. 

SONGS OF PEACE. By Mrs. Hatcbaft, Author of "Waters of 

Quietness." 16mo, cloth. Is. 

ADDRESSES. By the Rev. Francis Pigof, D.D., Vicar of Halifax, 

Author of " Addresses on the Holy Gommunion." Small crown 8vo, doth, 28. 6d. 

A MANUAL OF CONFIRMATION. By the Rev. Fraucis Pigou, 

D.D., Vicar of Halifax. Author of *' Addresses on the Holy Gommunion," &c. Small 
crown 8vo, cloth, Ss. 6d 

BUNYAFS PILGRIM'S PROGRESS. (Red line Edition.) Min- 

iature Gliristian classics. Grown 82mo, cloth, Is. ; cloth gilt. Is. 6d. 

ABOUT OURSELVES. By Mrs. Henet Wood. Small crown 8vo, 

cloth, Is. 6d. 

STORY OF OUR ENGLISH BIBLE. By Mrs. Batlt. Author of 

" Bagged Homes, and How to Win them." Grown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 

STEPPING STONES TO HIGHER THINGS. By Captain Sbtoh 

Ghubchill. New Edition. Small crown 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

CHURCH ORDINANCES. By Captain Seton Chttbohill, Author 

of " Stepping Stones to Higher Things." Small Grown 8vo, cloth 2s. 6d. 

THE WESTMINSTER ASSEMBLY : Its History and Standaxd*. 

With some Account of English Puritanism up to the Meetingof the Assemhly. Being 
the fiaird Lecture for 1882. By the fi«v. A. F. Mitchell, D.D., Professor of Ecclesias- 
tical History in St. Andrew's University. Grown 8vo, cloth, lOs. 6d. 

ABRAHAM, THE FRIEND OF GOD : A Study from Old Testament 

History. By J. Oswald Dykes, D.D. Post 8vo, cloth, 68. 

THE MANIFESTO OF THE KING. Comprising " The Beatitudes 

of the Kingdom," "The Laws of the Kingdom," and ** The Behition of the Kingdom to 
the World." By the same. Grown 8vo, cloth, 6s. 

A VOLUME OF FAMILY PRAYERS. By the same. Crown 8vo, 

doth, 3s. 6d. 

SERMONS. By the same. Crown 8vo, doth, 5s, 

EVENING STARS. By Mrs. Evebbd Poolb. 32mo, doth, 9d. 

(This volume is written on the plan intended to have been carried out by Miss F. R. 
Havergal, as described in the Preface to " Morning Stars.") 



&OD*S ANSWERS : The narrative of Miss Annie Macpherson's Work 

At the Home of Indiutry. Bpitalflelds. By Kin Lows, Anthor of "Punrooliy." 
^wn 8to, illuatrmted, doth, U. 6d. 

THE LORD'S PURSEBEARERS. By Hesba Stbbttow . Crown 8vo, 

doth, U. 6d. 
PALESTINE EXPLORED. With a View to its Present Natural 

Fofttores, and to the PraTailinff Hannera, Gustoms, Rites, and Ck>l]oquial Expressions 
of its People, which throw Liffbt on the Figurative lAnsrvage of the Bible. By the Bev. 
Jajus Nsil, M.A., Author of " Palestine Bie-peopled," " Bays from the BfOaims of 
Nators," Ao. Grown Svo, dotb, illnstrated, 6b. 

THE NATURAL ELEMENTS OF REVEALED THEOLOGY: 

Bdng the Baird Ledure for 1881. By the Bev. Qbosob ILltbdbson, D.D.,of Inndlan. 
Orown 8yo, doth, 8s. 

SOLDIERS AND SERVANTS OF CHRIST ; or, Chapters on Church 

History. With Preface by the Bev. P. V. Mather, M.A.. Vicar of St. Paul's, Clifton. 
and Ouion of Bristol. Second edition. Crown 8vo, cloth, Ss. 

SEEKING THE LOST. Incidents and Sketches of Christian Work 

in London. By the Rev. G. J. Whitmoss, Anthor of "The Bible in the Workshop." 
Crown 8to, doth, Ss. 8d. 

BUNYAN'S PILGRIM'S PROGRESS. With 40 lUustrations, designed 

by Sir Johh Oilbbst, and engraved by W. H. Whympbb. Printed on toned paper, 
and handsomely bound in doth, 3b. 6d. ; in leatherotte, gilt edges, 6s. 

ILLUSTRATIVE TEXTS AND TEXTS ILLUSTRATED. By the 

Bev. J. W. Babdblbt, MJL. New and enlarged edition. Orown 8vo, cloth, Ss. 

THE CULTURE OF PLEASURE ; or, The Enjoyment of life in its 

Social and Beligions Aspects. By the Author of "The Mirage of Life." Fifth edition. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, Ss. 6d. 



Works by the Rev. CHARLES D. BELL, D.D, 

SONGS IN MANr KEYS. SmaU crown 8vo, doth, 5s. 

VOICES FROM THE LAKES, and other Poems. Crown 8vo, 

cloth, 6s. 

THE SAINTLY CALLING. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d 
HILLS THAT BRING PEACE. Crown Svo, cloth, Ss. 
NIGHT SCENES OF THE BIBLE, and their Teachings. First and 

Second Series. Crown 8vo, cloth, each 6s. 

ADDITIONAL APPENDIX TO PSALMS AND HYMNS FOR 

PUBLIC AND SOCIAL WOBSHIP. 16mo, cloth limp, 9d. ; boards. Is. 

^ONGS IN THE TWILIGHT. SmaU crown Svo, doth, 3s. 6d. 
LIVING TRUTHS FOR HEAD AND HEART. Crown Svo, 

doth, 8s. 8d. 

HYMNS FOR THE CHURCH AND CHAMBER. Crown Svo 

cloth, 86. ed. * 



Works by the Rev. ERNEST BOYS, M.A. 

CONSECRATED EECEEATION. 16mo, cloth, Is. 

MY LORD'S MONEY. 16ino, cloth, Is. 

REST UNTO YOUR SOULS. I61110, doth, Is. 

THE SURE FOUNDATION. 16mo, cloth, Is. 

LIEE OF CONSECRATION. L6ino, cloth, is. 

FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT; or. Scriptural Studies about the 

Holy Ghost. 16mQ, doth, Is. 

Works by the Rev. JAMES WELLS, M.A. 
BIBLE ECHOES. Addresses to the Young. Small crown 8vo, 

cloth, Ss. 6d. 

PARABLES OF JESUS. Crown 8vo, illustrated, doth, 5s. 

BIBLE CHILDREN. Studies for the Young. Small crown 8vo, 

illustrated, cloth, Ss. 6d. 

BIBLE IMAGES. Small crown 8vo, illustrated, cloth, 3s. 6d. 

Works by Mrs. SIMPSON. 

GATES AND DOORS. Square 16mo, cloth, la. 

STEPS THROUGH THE STREAM ; or. Daily Readings for a Month, 

With an Introduction by Mrs. Babbovs. Author of "The Way Home," Ac. 16mo, 
cloth. Is. 

BEAUTIFUL UPON THE MOUNTAINS. 16mo, cloth. Is. 

WELLS OF WATER. Square 16mo, cloth. Is. 

A PITCHER BROKEN AT THE FOUNTAIN. Royal 32mo, 3d. 

Works by LADY HOPE OF CARRIDEN. 
OUR COFFEE ROOM. With Preface hy lieutenant-General Sir 

Abthub GoTTOir, R.E., K.G.S.L Crown Sto, cloth, Ss. 6d. 

MORE ABOUT " OUR COFFEE-ROOM.'' Crown 8vo, doth, 38. 6d. 
SUNRISE GLEAMS. A Series of Daily Readings for a Month. 

16mo, cloth. Is. 

SUNSET RAYS. A Companion volume to "Sunrise Gleams." 

16mo, cloth. Is. 

TOUCHES OF REAL LIFE. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s. 

A MAIDEN'S WORK. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s. 

SUNNY FOOTSTEPS ; or, When I was a Child. Fcap 4to, doth, 

38. 0(L 

LINES OF LIGHT ON A DARK BACKGROUND. Small crown 

8to, cloth, 38. 6d. 

INVITATIONS, lemo, cloth, ls.6d.; in a packet, 16mo, Is.; or 

separately, 2d. each. 
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NISBET'S MINIATURE CHRISTIAN CLASSICS. 

Unifonuly lK>und in oloUi, U. each ; and cloth gilt, gilt edgesi Is. 6d. Bfed Line Editions. 

1. BOGATZKY'S GOLDEN TREASURY. 

2. KEBLE'S CHRISTIAN YEAR. 

3. THE IMITATION OF CHRIST (Thomas k Kempis). 

4. THE POEMS OF GEORGE HERBERT. 
6. BUNYAN'S PILGRIM'S PROGRESS. 

Works by the Rev. F. WHITFIELD, M.A. 
SHADOWS OF THE GREAT SACRIFICE ; or, The Altar, the Bekah, 

and the Shoe. ISmp, doth. Is. 

THE SAVIOUR PROPHET. Lessons from the Life of Elisha. 

Crown 8yo> cloth, 98. 6d. 

VOICES FROM THE VALLEY TESTIFYING OF JESUS. SmaU 

crown 8yob cloth, Ss. 6d. 

HOLY FOOTPRINTS. 16mo, cloth, Is. 6d. 

FROM CANA TO BETHANY ; or. Gleanings from our Lord's Life 

on Barth. 16mo, doth. Is. 6d. 

TRUTH IN CHRIST. SmaU crown 8vo, doth, 3s. 6d. 

EARTHLY SHADOWS OF THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM. Small 

crown 8vo, doth, Si. Od. 

CHRIST IN THE WORD. Small crown 8vo, doth, 3s. 6d. 

THE SAVIOUR'S CALL. Small crown 8vo, cloth. Is. 6d. 

THE CHANGED ONES : Reflections on the Second Chapter of the 

Song of Solomon. 16mo, doth. Is. 

THE TABERNACLE, PRIESTHOOD, & OFFERINGS OF ISRAEL. 

With 22 illustrations. Grown 8Vo, doth, Ss. New Edition. 

WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH. 16mo, doth, Is. 6d. New edition. 

Works by the Rev. G. S. BOWES, B.A. 
SCRIPTURE ITSELF THE ILLUSTRATOR : A Manual of Hlustra- 

gons Gathered from Scriptural Figures, Phrases, Tjpes, Derivations, Chronology, 
Texts, &c Small crown 8to, cloth, Ss. 6d. 

INFORMATION AND ILLUSTRATIONS FOR PREACHERS AND 

TEACHERS. Crown 8vo. cloth, Ss. 

ILLUSTRATIVE GATHERINGS FOR PREACHERS AND 

TEACHEBS. First and Second Series. Small crown 8vo, cloth, each 3s. 6d. 

IN PROSPECT OF SUNDAY. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s. 



Works by the Rev. JAMES HAMILTON, D-D. 
A UNIFORM EDITION OF THE W0BK8 OF THE LATE 

JAMES HAMILiON, D.D., F.L.S. Complete in Six Yolumes. Poet 8yo, doth, 
each 78. 6d. 

LIFE IN EARNEST. Six Lectures on Christian Activity and Ardoiir. 

16mo, cloth. Is. 6d. 

THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, and other Lectures on Prayer. 16mo, 

cloth, Is. 6d. 

A MORNING BESIDE THE LAKE OF GALILEE. 16nio, cloth, 

Is. 6d. 

THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, and a Morning beside the Lake of 

Galilee. 16ino, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

MOSES THE MAN OF GOD : A Series of Lectures. Small crown 

8vo, cloth. 6s. 

THE PEARL OF PARABLES. Notes on the Parable of the Prodigal 

Son. 16mo, cloth. Is. 6d. 

THE LIGHT TO THE PATH; or, What the Bible has been to 

Others* and What it can Do for Ourselves. 16mo, cloth. Is. 6d. 

LESSONS FROM THE GREAT BIOGRAPHY. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s. 
THE ROYAL PREACHER ; being Lectures on Ecdesiastes. Crown 

Sto, cloth, 8s. 6d. 

EMBLEMS FROM EDEN. 16nio, cloth, Is. 6d. 

THE HAPPY HOME. lUustrations. 16mo, cloth, Is. 6d. 

CHRISTIAN CLASSICS (OUR) : Readings from the Best Divines ; 

with Notices Biographical and Critical. In Four Vols. Crown 8vo, cloth, 16s. 

THE LIFE OF THE LATE JAMES HAMILTON, D.D., F.L.S. 

By the B«t. William Abnot, Edinburgh. With Portrait. Post 8vo» cloth, 7s. 6d. 

Works by the Rev. J. JACKSON WRAY. 
THE MAN WITH THE KNAPSACK ; or, The Miller of Bumham 

Lee. Small crown 8vo, cloth, illustrated. Is. 

JOHN WYCLIF. A Quincentenary Tribute. Small crown 8vo, cloth, 

2s. 6d. 

HONEST JOHN STALUBRASS. Crown 8vo, cloth, plain, illustrated, 

8s. 6d. ; cloth, gilt, 6s. 

THE CHRONICLES OF CAPSTAN CABIN. Crown 8yo, cloth, 3a. 6d. 

MATTHEW MELLOWDEW. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s. 

NESTLETON MAGNA. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. ; gilt edges, 5s, 

PETER PENGELLY. Crown 8vo, cloth, 2s. 

PAUL MEGGITrS DELUSION. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 

A MAN, EVERY INCH OF HIM. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d 

A NOBLE VINE. Crown 8vo, cloth, 38 6d. 

LIGHT FROM THE OLD LAMP. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 

GARTON ROWLEY ; or, Leaves from the Log of a Master Mariner. 

Crown 8to, cioth, with illustrations, Ss. Gd. 
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Works by MRS. MARSHALL, 
SILVER CHIMES ; or, Olive. A Story for Children. Crown 8vo 

doth, with illustrations, Ss. 

GTIAKDMOTHER'S PICTURES. Crown Svo, doth, with illus., 28. 
HEATHERCLIFEE. Small crown Svo, cloth, with illustrations, Is. 
STORIES OF THE CATHEDRAL CITIES OF ENGLAND. Crown 

8yOi cloth, with illustmtions, 68. 

POPPIES AND PANSIES. Crown Svo, cloth, illustrated, 5s. 

SIR VALENTINE'S VICTORY. Crown Svo, cloth, iUustrated, 3s. 6d. 

REX AND REGINA. Crown Svo, cloth, with illustrations, 5s. 

DEWDROPS AND DIAMONDS. Crown Svo, cloth, illustrated, 5s. 

HEATHER AND HAREBELL. Crown Svo, cloth, 5s. 

RUBY AND PEARL ; or, The Children at Castle Aylmer. A Story 

for Little Girls. Crown 8to, cloth. So. 6d. 

STELLAFONT ABBEY ; or, Nothing New. SmaU crown Svo, cloth, 

8s. 6d. 

MARJORY ; or. The Gift of Peace. 16mo, cloth, illustrated, Is. 6d. 

THREE LITTLE BROTHERS. 16mo, cloth, illustrated, Is. 6d. 

THREE LITTLE SISTERS. IGmo, cloth, iUustrated, Is. 6d. 

GRACE BUXTON; or. The light of Home. 16mo, cloth, illus.. Is. 6d. 

FRAMELODE HALL ; or, Before Honour is Humility. 16mo, cloth, 
illustrated, Is. 

A CHIP OF THE OLD BLOCK. Being the Story of Lionel Eing 

of Kingsbolme (yourt. 16mo, cloth, illustrated, Is. 

VIOLET IN THE SHADE. 16mo, cloth, illustrated, Is. 
LIGHT ON THE LILY; or, A Flower's Message. 16mo, cloth, illus.. Is. 
A ROSE WITHOUT A THORN. 16mo, cloth, illustrated. Is. 
BETWEEN THE CLIFFS; or, Hal Forrester's Anchor. 16mo, cloth, 

illustrated. Is. 

TO-DAY AND YESTERDAY. A Story of Summer and Winter 

Holidays. 16mo, cloth, illustrated. Is. 

PRIMROSE ; or. The Bells of Old Effingham. 16mo, cloth, illus.. Is. 
THE LITTLE PEATCUTTERS ; or. The Song of Love. 16mo, cloth, 

illustrated, Is. 

DAISY BRIGHT. 16mo, cloth, iUustrated, Is. 

Works by ANNA WARNER. 
SHOES OF PEACE. 16mo, cloth. Is. 
THE BLUE FLAG AND THE CLOTH OF GOLD. Crown Svo, 

cloth, illustrated, 2s. 6d. 

TIRED CHRISTIANS. 16mo, cloth. Is. 

THE MELODY OF THE TWENTY-THIRD PSALM. Royal 

82mo, cloth, 8d. 

WAYFARING HYMNS, Original and Selected. Royal 32mo, cloth, 6d. 
MOTHER'S QUEER THINGS. Crown Svo, cloth, with illustrations, 

28. 6d. 

THE LIGHT OF THE MORNING. 32mo, cloth, lOd. 
THE OTHER SHORE. Royal 32mo, cloth. Is. 
THE FOURTH WATCH. Royal 32mo, cloth, lOd. 
WHAT AILETH THEE ? Crown Svo, cloth, 3s. ed. 
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Works by AGNES GIBERNE. 
BERYL AND PEARL. Crown 8vo, cloth, with iUustrations, 5s. 
OLD UMBRELLAS ; or, Clarrie and Her Mother. Crown 8vo, cloth 

with illustrations, 2s. 

DECIMA'S PROMISE. Crown 8vo, cloth, illustrated, 3s. 6d. 
DAILY EVENING REST. 16mo, cloth, 28. 6d. 
KATBLEEN. Crown 8vo, cloth, with illustrations, 5s. 

Works by DARLEY DALE- 
SEVEN SONS ; or. The Story of Malcolm and his Brothers. Crown 

8vo, with illustrations, cloth, 5s. 

CISSY'S TROUBLES. Crown 8vo, cloth, iUustrated, 3s. 6d. 
SPOILT GUY. By the same. Crown 8vo, cloth, iUustrated, 2b. 6d. 

Works by ANNA SHIPTON. 
RIVERS AMONG THE ROCKS ; or, Walking with God. SmaU 

crown 8vo, cloth. Is. ; paper covers, 8d. 

GOD WITH US. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 

THE UPPER SPRINGS AND THE NETHER SPRINGS; or, 

Life Hid with Christ in God. Small crown Svo, cloth, 28. 6d. 

THE BELIEVER'S PORTION. 32mo, sewed, 3d. 

Works by the Rev. J. R. MACDUFF, D.D. 
KNOCKING. The Words of Jesus at the Door of the Heart. A 

Sacred Monody. Square 16mo, cloth. Is. 6d. 

THE STORY OF A SHELL. With numerous iUustrations. Small 

quarto, cloth, 6s. 

EARLY GRAVES : A Book for the Bereaved. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s. 
VOICES OP THE GOOD SHEPHERD AND SHADOWS OE THE 

GREAT BOCK. 16mo, cloth. Is. 6d. 

HOSANNAS OF THE CHILDREN. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s. 

IN CHRISTO ; or. The Monogram of St. Paul. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s. 

PALMS OE ELIM ; or, Rest and Refreshment in the Valley. Crown 

8vo, cloth, 5s. 

EVENTIDE AT BETHEL ; or. The Night Dream of the Desert. An 

Old Testament Chapter in Proddenoe and Grace. Grown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 

NOONTIDE AT SYCHAR ; or. The Story of Jacob's WeU. A New 

Testament Chapter in Providence and Grace. With Frontispiece and Vignette. SmaU 
crown 8to, cloth, 8s. 6d. 

BRIGHTER THAN THE SUN ; or, Christ the Light of the World. 

A Life of our Lord for the Young. With sixteen Full-page Illustrations by A. Bowan. 
Small 4to, cloth, 78. 6d. Cheap edition. Small 4to, 3s. 6a. Paper covers. Is. 

THE EOOTSTEPS OE ST. PETER. Being the Life and Times of 

the Apostle. Illustrations. Crown 8to, cloth, fis. 
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Works by the Rev. J. R. MACDUFF— continued. 
THE GATES OF PRAESE, and other Original Hymns, Poems, and 

Fngments of Verse. 16mo, doth. Is. 6d. 

CLEFTS OF THE ROCK ; or, The Believer's Grounds of Confidence 

in Christ. Grown 8vo, cloth, As. 

THE HEALING WATERS OF ISRAEL ; or, The Story cf Naaman 

the Syrian. An Old Testament Chapter in Providence and Grace. Crown 8vo, cloth » 
4b. 6d. 

COMFORT YE, COMFORT YE. Being God's Words of Comfort 

Addressed to His Church in the last Twenty-seven Chapters of Isaiah. With Frontis- 
piece. Crown 8vo, cloth. 6s. 

ST. PAUL IN ROME ; or, The Teachings, Fellowships, and Dying 

Testimony of the Great Apostle in the City of the Caesars. Crown 8vo, doth, 46. 6d. 

MEMORIES OF PATMOS ; or, Some of the Great Words and Visions 

of the Apocalypse. With Frontispiece. Cheap Edition. Crown Svo, cloth, Ss. 6d. 

MEMORIES OF GENNESARET. With Frontispiece. Post 8vo, 

doth, 6s. 6d. 

MEMORIES OF BETHANY. With Frontispiece. Crown 8vo, cloth, 

8s. 6d. 

FOOTSTEPS OF ST. PAUL. Being a Life of the Apostie designed 

for Youth. Crown 8vo, doth, with illustrations, 5s. 

THE MORNING AND NIGHT- WATCHES. In one vol 16mo 

and royal 32mo, cloth. Is. 6d. ; separately sewed, 8d. ; cloth. Is. 

THE MIND AND WORDS OF JESUS. In one vol. 16mo and 

royal S2mo, cloth. Is. 6d. ; separately, sewed, 8d. ; cloth, Is. 

THE THOUGHTS OF GOD. 16mo, doth. Is. 6d. ; Cheap Edition, 

asmo, cloth. Is. 

THE THOUGHTS OF GOD AND THE WORDS OF JESUS. 

18mo, cloth, la. 6d. 

FAMILY PRAYERS. Small crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 

THE GRAPES OF ESHCOL; or. Gleanings from the Land of 

Promise. Crown 8vo, cloth, Ss. 6d. 

Works by the Rev. GEORGE EVERARD, M.A., 
UP HIGH. Friendly Words to those within and to those without 

the Fold of Christ. 16mo, cloth, Is. 6d. 

EVERY EYE. Small crown 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

"YOUR INNINGS." A Book for Boys, with a recommendatory 

letter from the Archhishop of York. Small crown 8vo, cloth. Is. 6d. 

HIS STEPS. Small crown 8vo, cloth. Is. 6d. 

BRIGHT AND FAIR. A Book for Young Ladies. 16mo, cloth, Is. 

STRONG AND FREE. A Book for Young Men. With a recommen- 
datory letter hy the Bight Honourable the Earl of Shaftesbury. 16mo, limp cloth. Is.: 
boards. Is. 6d. 
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Works by the Rev. G. EVERARD— continued. 

FOLLOW THE LEADER. 16mo, Is. 6d. 

IN SECRET. A Manual of Private Prayer. 16mo, cloth, Is. 

THE RIVER OF LIFE. 16mo, cloth, Is. 

DAY BY DAY ; or, Counsels to Christians on the Details of Every- 
day Life. Small crown 8to, cloth, Ss. Also 16mo, cloth, Is. 6d. 

STEPS ACROSS ; or, Guidance and Help to the Anxious and Doubt- 
ful. A Companion Volume to " Day by Day.** Small crown 8vo, cloth, Ss. 

BEFORE HIS FOOTSTOOL. Family Prayers for One Month. Small 

crown Sto, cloth, Ss. 

HOME SUNDAYS; or, Help and Consolation from the Sanctuary, 

Small crown 8yo, doth, Ss. 

NOT YOUR OWN; or. Counsels to Young Christians. 16mo, 

cloth. Is. 

SAFE AND HAPPY. Words of Help and Encouragement to Young 

Women. With Prayers for Daily Use. 16mo, cloth. Is. 

EDIE'S LETTER; or. Talks with the Little Folks. Small 4to, 

doth, 28. 6d. 

MY SPECTACLES : and What I Saw With Them. Uniform with 

" Not Your Own.** Iftno, doth. Is. 

LITTLE FOXES, and How to Catch Them. 18mo, cloth. Is. 
BENEATH THE CROSS: Counsels, Meditations, and Prayers for 

(Communicants. 16mo, cloth. Is. 

THE WRONG TRAIN ; or. Common Mistakes in ReHgion. Small 

orown 8to. doth. Is. 6d. 

THE HOLY table. A Guide to the Lord's Supper. 64 pp., tinted 

cover, 4d. ; sewed, 6d. ; cloth, 6d. 

NONE BUT JESUS; or, Christ is AU from Eirst to Last. 32mo, 

sewed, 4d. ; cloth luBp, 6d. 

WELCOME HOME ; or, Plain Teachings from the Prodigal Son. 

82mo, sewed, 6d. ; doth, 8d. 

THE HOME OF BETHANY ; or, Christ revealed as the Teacher 

and Comforter of His People. S2mo, sewed, 4d. ; cloth, 6d. 



LIST OF WORKS 

BY THE XATB 

FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL. 

THE COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS OF FRANCES RIDLEr 

HAYEBGAL, mcludingsome Pieces never before published. 2 vols., crown 8vo, cloth, 12s. 

IVY LEAVES : Being Thoi^hts for a Month, from Miss Havergal's 

Poems, with elegant coloured borders. 16mo, cloth, Is. 

LIFE ECHOES. By the late Pbanoes Kidlet Havergal. With 

Twelve Coloured Illustrations by the Baroness Heloa voir Csamm. SmaU 4to, cloth 
gilt, 128. 



12 

Works by the late F. R. H A VKRGAL— continued. 
SWISS LETTERS AND ALPINE POEMS. With twelve illustra- 

tions of Alpine Scenery and Flowers by the Baroness Hblga voir Ckamk. Small 4to, 
doth, extra gilt, lis. 

LIFE GKOEDS; the Earlier and Later Poems of the late Frances 

BlDLBT HaveboaIn With 12 Ghromo-Lithofrraphs of Alpine Scenery, &c., from 
designs by the Baroness Hblga ton Osamm, in one of which is introduced a Portrait 
of the Author in the ninth year of her age. Small 4to, cloth gilt, 12b. 

LIFE MOSAIC : " The Ministry of Song *' and " Under the Surface," 

in One Vol. With 12 Coloured Ulustrations of Alpine Flowers and Swiss Mountain and 
Lake Scenery, from drawings by the Baroness Hblga voir Gbamx. Beautifully 
printed by Kaufmann, of Lahr-Baden. Small 4to, with Illustrated Initials, Head- 
pieces, Ac., cloth, gilt extra, small 4to, 12s. 

MORNING STARS ; or, Names of Christ for His Little Ones. Royal 

S2mo, cloth, 9d. 

MORNING BELLS ; being Waking Thoughts for the Little Ones. 

Royal S2mo, sewed, 6d. ; cloth. 9d. 

LITTLE PILLOWS: being Good Night Thoughts for the Little Ones. 

Royal S2mo, sewed, 6d. ; cloth, 9d. 

BRUEY, A LITTLE WORKER FOR CHRIST. Small crown 8vo. 

doth, Sa, 6d. ; cheap edition, limp cloth, Is. 6d. ; sewed. Is. 

THE FOUR HAPPY DAYS. A Story for Children. Seventh edition. 

16mo, doth. Is. 

SONGS OF PEACE AND JOY. Selected from "The Ministry of 

Song" and " Under the Surface." With Music by Ghables H. Pvbdat. Fcap 4to, 
doth, gilt edges, 3s. ; or in paper covers. Is. 6d. 

BEN BRIGHTBOOTS, and other True Stories. Crown 8vo, cloth, 

Is. 6d. 

ROYAL GRACE AND LOYAL GIFTS. 

Comprising the following Seven Books in a neat cloth case, price 10s. The Books may 
be haa separately, 16mo, cloth, is. each. 

KEPT FOR THE MASTER'S USE. 

THE ROYAL INVITATION ; or, Daily Thonghts on Coming to Christ. 

MY KING ; or, Daily Thoughts for the King's Children. 

ROYAL COMMANDMENTS ; or, Morning Thoughts for the King's 
Servants. 

ROYAL BOUNTY ; or, Evening Thoughts for the King's Guests. 

LOYAL RESPONSES ; or. Daily Melodies for the King's Minstrels. 

STARLIGHT THROUGH THE SHADOWS ; and other Gleams from 
the King's Word. 



UNDER HIS SHADOW. The Last Poems. Super royal 32nio, 

doth, gilt edges. Is. 6d. 

THE MINISTRY OF SONG. Super royal 32nio, cloth, gilt edges, 

Is. 6d. 

UNDER THE SURFACE. Poems. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s.; also 

super royal, S2mo, cloth, gilt edges. Is. 6d. 
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WORKS BY MISS M- V. G. HAVERGAL. 

MEMORIALS OF FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL. Recently 

published. Grown 8vo» with Steel Portrait, and other Illustrations, cloth, 6s. ; also a 
Cheaper Edition, roan. Ss. ; cloth, Is. 6d ; paper covers, 6d. 

PLEASANT FRUITS ; or, Records of the Cottage and the Class. 

Small crown 8to, cloth, 28. 6d. 

THE LAST WEEK : Being a Record of the Last Days of Frances 

Bidley Havergal. S2mo. sewed, 2d. ; cloth, 6d. 

ILLUSTRATED BOOKS FOR BOYS. 

BY R. M. BALLANTYNE, 

Crown 8vo, cloth, price, 5s. 

THE YOUNG TRAWLER , a Tale of Life, Death, and Rescue in the 

North Sea. Grown Svo, with illustrations, cloth, 5s. 

DUSTY DIAMONDS, CUT AND POLISHED: A Tale of City 

Arab life. 

THE BATTERY AND THE BOILER; or. The Electrical Adven- 

tures of a Telegraph Gable Layer. 

THE GIANT OF THE NORTH ; or, Pokings ronnd the Pole. 
THE LONELY ISLAND ; or. The Refuge of the Mutineers. 
POST HASTE : A Tale of Her Majesty's Mails. 
IN THE TRACK OF THE TROOPS ; A Tale of Modem War. 
THE SETTLER AND THE SAVAGE ; A Tale of Peace and War in 

South Africa. 

UNDER THE WAVES; or, Diving in Deep Waters. A Tale. 
RIVERS OF ICE: A Tale lUustrative of Alpine Adventure and 

Glacier Action. 

THE PIRATE CITY ; An Algerine Tale. 

BLACK IVORY ; A Tale of Adventures among the Slavers of East 

Africa. 

THE NORSEMEN IN THE WEST ; or, America before Columbus. 

THE IRON HORSE ; or, Life on the Line. A Railway Tale. 

THE FLOATING LIGHT OF THE GOODWIN SANDS. 

ERLING THE BOLD : A Tale of the Norse Sea Kings. 

THE GOLDEN DREAM : A Tale of the Diggings. 

DEEP DOWN : A Tale of the Cornish Mines. 

FIGHTING THE FLAMES : A Tale of the London Fire Brigade. 

SHIFTING WINDS : A Tough Yam. 

THE LIGHTHOUSE ; or, The Story of a Great Fight Between Man 

and the Sea. 

THE LIFEBOAT : A Tale of our Cowt Heroes. 

GASCOYNE, THE SANDALWOOD TRADER: A Tale of the 

FMsiflo. 
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ULUSTRATED BOOKS FOH DOTS. BT R. M. BiLIiHTTHE. 

CrowD 8vo, cloth, illustrated, price 3s. 6cL 

TALES OF AJ)VENTURE ON THE SEA. 

TALES OF ADVENTUEE BY FLOOD, FIELD, AM) MOTO- 

TAIN. 

TALES OF ADVENTURE ; or. Wild Work in StrsJige Places. 

TALES OF ADVENTURE ON THE COAST. 

TWICE BOUGHT : A Tale of the Oregon Gold Fields. 

MY DOGGIE AND L 

THE RED MAN'S REVENGE. 

PHILOSOPHER JACK : A Tale of the Southern Seas. 

SIX MONTHS AT THE CAPE : Letters to Periwinkle from South 

Africa. A Record of Personal Experience and Adventure. With twelve Illiistratioiu 
by the Author. A New Edition. 

THE MADMAN AND THE PIRATE. 



THE EITTEN PILGRIMS ; or, Great Battles and Grand Victories. 

Quarto, paper hoards, with numerous illustrations, Ss. 

BATTLES WITH SEA. 16mo, doth, illustrated, 2s. 6d. 
THOROGOOD FAMILY. (New Vol. of Miscellany.) 16mo, cloth, 

illustrated, Is. 



HOME m SCHOOL SERIES OF JUYENILE BOORS. 

With niostrations. In Small crown, extra cloth, each Is. 6d. 

AMOS FAYLE ; or, Through the Wndemess into a Wealthy Place. 

By Mrs. Probsbs. 

RUNNING AWAY. 

STORIES OF THE LAND WE LIVE IN. By Wiluam Lockb. 

A RAY OF LIGHT TO BRIGHTEN COTTAGE HOMES. By the 

Author of " A Trap to Oatch a Sunbeam." 

THE STORY OF AN OLD POCKET BIBLE, as related by itself. 

By BoBEBT Cox, A.M. 

ASHTON COTTAGE ; or, The True Faith. • 
MARJORY. By Mrs. Maeshall. 

COURAGE AND COWARDS; or, Who was the Bravest? By the 

Author of "The Maiden of the loeherg." 

AGATHA LEE'S INHERITANCE. By Mrs. M. R. Higham, Author 

of •* The Other House." 

NIDWORTH AND HIS THREE MAGIC WANDS. By Mrs. E. 

FXEKTISS. 
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HOME AND SCHOOL SERIES OF JUVENILE BOOKS— contintjbd. 
With Illustrations. In small crown, extra cloth, each Is. 6d. 

ALICE L'ESTRANGE'S MOTTO, AND HOW IT GAINED vTHE 

FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH ; or, Susine and Claude of the Val Pelioe. 
THE BIRTH OF A CENTURY; or, Eighty Years Ago. By 

Mrs. Mabshall. 

ROSE HARTLEY AND HER CHRISTMAS WAYMAK8. A Tale 

for Girls leairing School. By Miss G. N. Eedpobd. 

HELEN HERVEY'S CHANGE; or, Out of Darkness into Light. 
By Mabia Enolish« 

SUMMERLAND GRANGE. By Lady Dunbotne. 



THE CROWN SERIES. 

Crown 8vo, price One Shilling, cloth, Illustrated. 

THE BLACK SHEEP OF THE PARISH. By Lady Dxtnbotnb. 

AIRS. ARNOLD. By Miss Wodehousb. 

THE STORY OF THE RJEFORMATION, FOR CHILDRtlN. By 
Mrs. Bower. 

SCIENCE EVENINGS FOR MY CHILDREN. By the same. 



Fcap 8vo. each Is., cloth. Illustrated. 

NISBET'S ENTERTAINING LIBRARY 

FOB 

YOUNG PEOPLE, 

GENTLEMAN JIM. By Mrs. Prentiss. 

FRAMILODE HALL. By Mrs. Marshall. 

A CHIP OF THE OLD BLOCK. By the same. 

THE PRINCE'S BOX; or. The Magic Mirror. By Christina N. 
Simpson. 

URSULA : A Story of the Bohemian Reformation. By M. L. Beeenn. 

OUR LADDIE. By Miss L. J Tomlinson. 

VIOLET IN THE SHADE. By Mrs. Marshall. 

LIGHT ON THE LILY. By the same. 

A ROSE WITHOUT THORNS. By the same. 

DOLLY'S CHARGE. By Miss Beatrice Marshall. 

THE MOUNTAIN MILL. By H. C. Coape. 

FAN'S BROTHER. By Miss Beatrice Marshall. 

THE MAITLANDS' MONEY-BOX. By Lady Dunbotnb. 
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CABINET SERIES. 

Small crown 8to, Illustrated. 

Prioe 28. 6d. 

1. MATTHEW FROST, CARRIER; or, Little Snowdrop's Mission. 

By BXKA HAS8H1XL. 

2. THE SPANISH BARBER. A Tale. By the Author of " Mary 

PoweU" 

3. THREE PATHS IN LIFE. A Tale for Girls. By Ellen 

Bablbe. 

4. A YEAR WITH THE EVERARDS. By the Hon. Mrs. 

CUVVOBD-BUTLBB. 

6. STELLA FONT ABBEY; or, Nothing New. By Emma Mabshall. 

6. RONALD DUNBEATH ; or, The Treasure in the Cave. 

7. A SUNBEAM'S INFLUENCE ; or, Eight Years After. By the 

Hon. Mrs. Guffobd-Butlbb. 

8. A TALE OF TWO OLD SONGS. By the same. 

9. ESTHER'S JOURNAL : or, A Tale of Swiss Pension life. By 

a BxsiDEirT. With a Preface by Miss Whatblst. 

10. EFFIE'S FRIENDS ; or. Chronicles of the Woods and Shores. 

By the Author of "The Story of Wandering Willie." 

11. THERESA'S JOURNAL. From the French of Madame de 

Fbeb8Bbb£. By Gbichtob Campbbll. 



THE GOLDEN LADDER SERIES. 

A Series of Entertaining Books for the Yonng, principally by the Author 
of " The Wide Wide World," &c. Crown 8vo, cloth, illustrated, price 3s. 6d. 



THE EIGHTEENPENNY SERIES OF JUVENILE BOOKS, 

Suitable for Prizes and Gift Books for Young People. 16mo, cloth, 
illustrated. 

THE SHILLING SERIES OF JUVENILE BOOKS. 

16mo, cloth, illustrated. 

BALLANTYNE'S BOYS' LIBRARY OR MISCELLANY. 

A Series of Seventeen Books. Illustrated. 16mo, cloth, Is. each ; or the 
set in a neat cloth box, price 18s. 6d. 

A Catalogue of J, N, and Co.^s hoolcs, giving a full list of the above 
eeries, may he had gratis on application. 



LONDON: J. NISBET AND CO., 21, BERNEKS STREET. 



